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Early Childhood Partnership Team Meetings (ECPT)

Union County
Wednesday, May 12 

1:00 - 3:00 pm via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89982819395

https://www.facebook.com/Union-County-ECPT-836224543130112/

Umatilla County
Tuesday, June 8

1:00 - 2:30 pm via Zoom
https://imesdmeet.zoom.

us/s/99622448120

Morrow County • Thursday, June 10
12:00 - 1:30 pm via Zoom

https://umchs-org.zoom.us/j/84557647294?pwd=
aUdoZys3TVBBUHh5eHZwOUh4cDRydz09 

ID= 845 5764 7294; Passcode= 114923

2021 Kindergarten 
Jumpstart Sessions
School districts have received funding 
from the state to provide summer learning 
opportunities. Some districts are offering 
their own school readiness programs for 
their incoming kindergarten students and 
some are partnering with the Blue Mountain Early Learning 
Hub to offer “Jumpstart.” The BMEL Hub will provide its 
partnering districts with supports including classroom 
supplies for students, a STEM kit, a Second Step learning kit 
for teaching social-emotional skills, an oral health lab/lesson, 
and a yoga/mindfulness session. 

Jumpstart sessions for 2021 include the following 
communities/school districts:

• Imbler • Stanfield
• North Powder • Umatilla
• La Grande • Ione
• Milton-Freewater

School Districts may apply to partner with the BMEL Hub to 
offer Jumpstart by completing an interest form available on 
our website: Http://www.BlueMountainEarlyLearningHub.org 

Join Every Child 
Oregon for Foster Care 
Awareness Month 
May is Foster Care Awareness Month, 
an opportunity to pause and reflect 
gratitude to the 4,000+ Foster families 
in Oregon. Tonight, 7,500+ youth will spend the night in foster 
care. As part of Foster Care Awareness Month, Every Child is 
supporting a shoe drive to show children and youth in foster 
care they matter with a brand new pair of shoes. 

To donate a pair of sneakers to a foster child, you can click 
on the link to make a purchase and it will be delivered to 
Sweet Potato’s Closet for distribution or you may drop off your 
donation at their outlet located at 655 N First Place or at Desert 
Lanes 1545 N 1st Street (Hermiston) during operating hours.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_se_cl_rd_ge?
orig=%2Fhz%2Fcharitylist%2Fls%2F13MM6IEUXXJA3%2Fref%
3Dsmi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl%3FpldnSite%3D1

Professional Learning Teams (PLTs) 
On March 12, 44 of the Hub’s PLT participants attended an 
online training for Conscious Discipline. Amanda Bagwell 
joined us again to be the trainer. The training looked at how 
to use Conscious Discipline to improve academic outcomes 
through Brain Smart Starts, encouraging persistence, 
supporting brain breaks and embedding the social emotional 
skills into lessons. Each year PLT participants are able to attend 
special CD trainings and receive materials to support the 
practice in the classroom or home visit. 

Please visit our website and click on ”Join A PLT.”
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Parent Article: Camping with Kids, Friend or Foe? by Kerri Coffman
The great outdoors! What could be better than to get 
outside away from strict pandemic mask regulations? 
Camping with children can be a great experience, if you are 
prepared. 

My first camping trip was when I was only a few months old. 
Back then we had an 18 foot trailer for 4 of us and our 
dogs. That became a life of camping trips during all the 
seasons around the great Northwest. 

When my husband and I first started camping with our 
own children, we had a tent that was passed down to us by 
friends. That canvas pea-green tent, while very ugly, took us 
on some great adventures from Wallowa Lake to Yellowstone 
National Park. I remember feeling stressed with trying to get 
everything ready, to take more than we needed, to make 
sure our three girls had things to do, etc. When I finally realized 
that camping wasn’t supposed to be something that stressed 
me out but more of an open adventure to enjoy and 
soak in the memories, it really became a cherished time.

Taking littles camping does require some pre-planning to 
ensure success and fun for all! If you are thinking about trying 
camping with your kids, I encourage you to take a trial run in 
your own backyard. Nothing is worse than trying to figure out 
how to set up a tent in the dark or to find out you are missing 
parts when you are far from civilization. My girls loved to camp 
out in the yard: we would cook hot dogs and s’mores over the 
fire pit and then snuggle in our sleeping bags in the tent.

When you are confident and ready to head out for an 
adventure, you will need to decide location, location, location. 
If you want to be near water, hiking trails, warmer climates or 
up in the mountains, there are many amazing locations 
around our state. Each destination requires different 
equipment- life vests, solid hiking shoes, sunscreen, 
bug spray, and climate-dependent clothing are a few items to 
think about.

When camping with kids, I had to learn to accept the dirt. Kids are 
messy and when camping, it can be significant. More dirt = more 
fun! From digging in the dirt at camp with a spoon or stick to 
eating sticky s’mores, to getting feet wet in the water, my 
children loved it all. 

Outdoor adventures are very entertaining and educational. I 
found that we only needed to take a game or two in 

case of inclement weather but otherwise I let my kids grow 
their imaginations using items they found on our hikes and 
around 

the campsite. Building mini forts with sticks and 
leaves, painting or coloring on rocks to leave for 
others to find, collecting shells and cool leaves are just a 
few activities that help foster young imaginations.

With preparation being the key to success, here is a list 
of items you might consider when planning your 
adventure in the great outdoors:

• Tent or RV

• Sleeping bags and pillows

• A few extra changes of clothes and at least 2 pairs of 
sturdy shoes

• Simple meals: hot dogs, dried fruit, cereal, bagels, favorite 
snacks, etc. Have the children help plan meals and then 
take a bit extra as fresh air increases appetites.

• Flashlights, headlamps, or small battery-operated 
lanterns, children love having their own

• First Aid kit

• Bug spray

• Sunscreen and hats

• Bottled water

• An open mind to be flexible and to have fun!

Camping as a family can be horribly stressful 
and overwhelming, but if you plan ahead and keep an 
open mind on being flexible, the memories will be 
priceless!

Kerri Coffman is the Director of Early Learning and Student 
Services for Athena-Weston School District,  

a partner of the Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub.
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Preschool Promise - Now Enrolling for the 2021-2022 Program Year
Are you looking for a free, high quality preschool for your 3 or 4 year old? Preschool Promise has slots across Morrow, Umatilla 
and Union counties. Preschool Promise provides 900 hours of high-quality preschool during the academic year. This program 
is open to families whose household income is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-
guidelines).

Preschool Promise is available 
in the following communities: 

1. Boardman
2. Umatilla
3. Hermiston
4. Echo
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5. Pendleton
6. Pilot Rock
7. Ukiah

8. Athena-Weston
9. Milton-Freewater

10. Elgin
11. La Grande

Evidence-Based 
Parenting Program 
Opportunity for 
Parents
Group Triple P (Positive Parenting Program) is an 
opportunity for Parents of children ages 0-12. This 
program gives support to help parents manage their 
children’s behavior and prevent the kinds of problems 
that can make family life stressful.

May 11th - June 29th
Tuesdays at 5:30pm

Eight weeks total - five virtual meetings, 
three check-in phone calls

Registration required: Call or text 541-969-4061 or 
email Chelsea Maranville cmaranville@gobhi.org 

To apply for Preschool Promise or to learn more about 
preschool programs in our region, please visit our 

coordinated enrollment website: 

www.BlueMountainKids.org

Parents Anonymous Virtual 
Support Groups
This support group is for 
anyone in a parenting role 
to discuss the challenges 
of parenting. The various 
groups include “Moms 
Only,” Moms and Dads,” and “Dads Only.” Sessions 
are 1.5 hours and are all virtual (Zoom). For the 
schedule of virtual support group meetings, 
please visit the news section of our website: 
https://www.bluemountainearlylearninghub.
org/o/bmelh/news or call Jamie Welch: 503-
250-3714 or Dustin McClard 971-202-6413.
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Check out the Blue Mountain Community College Early Childhood Program:
A certificate or degree in Early Childhood Education will help you obtain employment working with children 0-8 in childcare, pre 
school, schools, social work, and healthcare offices. Our ECE Program is infused with early childhood best practices from the 
National Association of the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

The BMCC ECE is an online program, so even the working student can work toward their educational goals. The staff has a 
vast amount of experience to help educate you about their specific fields in early childhood. If you have a CDA or are at a STEP 
7 (or higher) in the Oregon Registry, you can earn credits for prior learning, up to 10 credits, after you are enrolled within the 
program.

Below, are the three ECE certificates offered at Blue Mountain Community College. Each of these rolls into the two-year AAS 
degree in Early Childhood Education.

Early Childhood Education Assistant (CPCC)
ECE100-Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood 

Education
ECE151-Guidance and Classroom Management
ECE152-Creativity for Young Children OR
ECE101-Family and Community Relations 
ECE226-Child Development OR
ECE249-Inclusion of Children with Special Needs 
ECE-280-Cooperative Work Experience

TOTAL CREDITS-15

Infant Toddler Certificate 
ECE280-Cooperative Work Experience
ECE175A-Infant/Toddler Caregiving: Social Emotional Growth 
ECE175B-Infant/Toddler Caregiving: Group Care
ECE175C-Infant/Toddler Caregiving: Learning and Development 
ECE175D-Infant/Toddler Caregiving: Culture, Family and Provider 
ECE100-Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood 

Education
ECE109-Foundations and Careers in Early Childhood 
ECE225-Prenatal, Infant and Toddler Development 
ECE228-Responsive Infant Toddler Programs

TOTAL CREDITS-18

Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub Staff:
Cade Burnette, Early Childhood Services Co-Administrator 
cade.burnette@imesd.k12.or.us 

Kim Thul, Administrative Assistant
kim.thul@imesd.k12.or.us

Amy Hoffert, Operations Coordinator
amy.hoffert@imesd.k12.or.us

Erin Bartsch, P-3 Coordinator
ebartsch@umchs.org

Hannah Williams, Parent Engagement Coordinator 
hannah.williams@imesd.k12.or.us

Michelle Gomez, Coordinated Enrollment Specialist
michelle.gomez@imesd.k12.or.us

Early Childhood Education (CC)
ECE101-Family and Community Relations
ECE109-Foundations and Careers in Early 

Childhood 
ECE111-Introduction to ECE Environments Social 

Science Elective
WR115-Introduction to College Writing
ECE100-Developmentally Appropriate Practice in 

Early Childhood Ed
ECE150-Observation/Assessment and Recording
ECE152-Creativity for Young Children OR
ECE153-Music and Movement ECE226-Child 

Development
MTH 062-Quantitative Literacy
ECE151-Guidance and Classroom Management
ECE154-Literature and Literacy
ECE240-Curriculum/Planning
ECE249-Inclusion of Children with Special Needs
ECE280-Cooperative Work Experience

If interested or have questions 
please contact the Director of 
ECE and Education, Tammy 
Short at tshort@bluecc.edu.




