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Academics/Achievement 
 

 
Dr. Thomas Van Lent ‘76 

 

Dr. Tom Van Lent is a 1976 graduate of Beresford High School.  He earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Civil Engineering and a Bachelor of Arts in French Literature from South Dakota State 
University in 1980.  He received his master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Minnesota in 1982 and doctoral degree from Stanford University in 1992.   A number of years 
ago, Dr. Van Lent was featured in South Dakota State University’s promotional campaign, “You 
can go anywhere from here.”  
 
Dr. Van Lent has a distinguished career as a scientist and engineer.  He has spent the bulk of his 
career working on computer models of the Florida Everglades, with more than 40 publications 
on Everglades topics, including predicting plant and animal responses to water management 
and predicting the effects of climate change.  He worked at the South Florida Water 
Management District, Everglades National Park and as an assistant professor at South Dakota 
State University.  
 
Dr. Van Lent was until recently the Vice President for Programs at the Everglades Foundation in 
Palmetto Bay, Florida.  He currently works part-time as Senior Scientist, where he works on 
providing scientific and technical support to non-governmental environmental organizations 
supported by the Foundation.  His responsibilities include presenting expert analysis of 
hydrologic, engineering, and ecological information to assist in development of Everglades 
restoration alternatives and meeting Everglades restoration and protection objectives.  
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Dr. Van Lent received the George M. Barley Conservationist of the Year Award for his ability to 
convey highly technical information in understandable terms to decision-makers on Everglades 
restoration.  
 
Dr. Van Lent is married to his college sweetheart, Lois (Clement) Van Lent from Miller, SD.  They 
have two grown sons.   He is an avid bike rider, swimmer, and marathon runner.  He was a 
soccer referee for the Florida High School Athletic Association until he could no longer keep up.   
Tom and Lois spent nearly 26 years living in the Florida Keys until the pandemic brought them 
to Tallahassee, Florida, where they now live.   
 
Congratulations to our Watchdog Hall of Fame Academics/Achievement inductee, Dr. Tom Van 
Lent! 
 

 

 

 


