
Wolf Branch PTC Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 24, 2016 7 PM – WBMS Board Room 

In attendance: Jenny Clapper, Kary Cobb-Adams, Melissa Glidden, Kayla Keck, LeAnne Kniepkamp, 

Chrissy Malare, Michelle Nersesian, Martin Schmid, Cori Stanczyk, Carol Yee 

 

 Welcome and Introductions: Cori Stanczyk began by welcoming all in attendance and initiating 

round table introductions where each person introduced themselves giving their names and their 

role(s) in the PTC.  Additionally, Cori distributed copies of the meeting agenda, the WB PTC 2016-

2017 Calendar, and WB PTC Board & Chairpersons for the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

 Teacher’s Report: Chrissy Malare, the Teacher Liaison for WBES, provided a “Back to School” 

update.  It has been a great start to the school year.  Teachers love the “Giving Tree”; they are already 

using the “gifts” they have received in their classrooms.    

 

 Treasurer’s Report: LeAnne Kniepkamp and Kary Cobb-Adams distributed copies of the draft PTC 

2016-2017 Budget.  Members in attendance walked through each line item reviewing the proposed 

deposits and expenses and making recommended updates.  Specific highlights/notes of treasurer’s 

report and budget discussion: 

 

a. To date, the WB PTC has received ~$3200 in PTC Party Fees 

b. PTC will hold to $100 max cap on party fees to be reimbursed per homeroom 

c. Drop Blood Drive budget to $0; this event has no expenses 

d. Increase Movie Night Budget to $750; this aligns with other Family Event nights 

e. WBMS Paw Pride Coordinator inquired about available funding from PTC; currently receive 

financial support from Student Council.  Jenny Clapper took action to follow up on how 

much monthly support Student Council provides to WBMS Paw Pride.  It was noted that 

WBES Paw Pride budget is $1000.  Recommendation was made to increase district Paw 

Pride budget to $1500 and divide equally between schools ($750 each). 

f. Cori Stanczyk proposed using a revised PTC reimbursement form to incorporate a note 

indicating that submitters should allow up to 4 weeks to receive reimbursement.  All in 

attendance agreed to accept and use the revised form.  Cori took an action to update and 

circulate the revised PTC reimbursement form. 
 

The PTC treasurers (Kary Cobb-Adams and LeAnne Kniepkamp) will update the 2016-2017 

Budget based on the recommendations received and the Budget will be presented for review and 

approval at the next PTC meeting. 

 

 Banking Changes for Wolf Branch PTC Funds: LeAnne Kniepkamp made a motion to transfer 

WB PTC funds from the current banking institution, FCB, to a new WB PTC account at PNC.  This 

motion was seconded by Cori Stanczyk.  All in attendance voted to accept the motion and move 

forward with the funds transfer.  It was noted that the FCB, while not being used as the primary funds 

account for the WB PTC, would remain open for up to a year to allow time to transfer all direct 

deposit charitable contributions (e.g. Schnucks eScript Program) to the new PNC account.  

 

 Amazon Smiles Program:  The PTC chairperson for this program is vacant.  Amazon Smiles 

donates a percentage to Wolf Branch based on sales of shoppers who select to participate.  Melissa 

Glidden agreed to assume the PTC chairperson role for this program. 

 

 WB PTC Teacher Grants and Wish Lists:  Cori Stanczyk and Kayla Keck shared that they met 

with WBES and WBMS teachers the week before school started to discuss the PTC grant & wish list 

program and the giving tree.  



Giving Tree:  Teachers wanting to add items to the giving tree were given the following 

guidelines:  Items must be under $100, must be something to be used in the classroom or 

to improve classroom dynamics, and must be turned in prior to open house night.  The 

giving tree was set up during open house to allow interested WB families to select an 

item to purchase.  Items selected and donated from the Giving Tree come directly from 

WB families; there is no PTC expense for the Giving Tree.  

 

Wish List:  “Wish list” items were defined as something tangible to improve the 

classroom or club setting that cost more than $100.  Examples stated were wobble seats, 

tricycles, and 3D goggles.  Teachers wanting to submit a “wish list” item were told they 

must submit their requests in person at the September 21, 2016 PTC meeting.  If the 

budget allows, there will be another opportunity in the Spring (March 15, 2017) to submit 

“wishes” as well.  In their presentation, they must include who the item benefits, why is it 

important to the classroom, detailed cost of items including total amount requested, and 

provide pictures and/or websites with examples. 

 

PTC Grant:  A “grant” item is more of an idea/concept.  Once example noted was a new 

science program to be implemented.  Again, teachers/staff were told they must present 

their idea in person at the PTC general membership meeting on September 21, 2016.  In 

their presentation, they must include who benefits from their program, how it will 

improve the overall student experience, detailed cost of items including total amount 

requested (one-time amount or ongoing support cost), and how they plan to keep this 

program going once implemented.  Criteria identified to consider when awarding grants 

will be the number of students impacted, if the program is sustainable for multiple years, 

and whether or not the program could be implemented from a different financial source 

(e.g. stated funding, local education grants). 

 

Cori and Kayla raised the topic of determining a wish list & PTC grant budget for the 2016-2017 

school year.  After discussion on dollar amounts and distribution, the Executive Board voted to 

allocate $5000 (combined) for the wish list and PTC grants.  The distribution of the $5000 would be 

decided at the next Executive Board meeting after hearing, reviewing, and discussion the submissions 

received on September 21, 2016.  

 

 Recent PTC Funding Requests:  Per Cori Stanczyk, there was a carryover grant request from Lora 

Partney for $200 to purchase new musical instruments for the Elementary School.  Cori made a 

motion to approve this request separate from the grant submissions be presented on September 21, 

2016.  The board agreed to reimburse Lora Partney for the instruments.  Cori took an action to follow 

up with Lora Partney regarding reimbursement. 

 

Cori also shared a recent request she received from Mrs. Poirot and Mrs. Harris for PTC funding for 

two laminators (one at each school).  The cost for each laminator is $1000.  After initial discussions, 

the board voted not to fund the laminator costs at this time.  Cori took the action to follow up with 

Mrs. Poirot and Mrs. Harris to share the board’s decision. 

 

Several board members expressed concern that after using some of last year’s extra PTC funds to 

purchase “bonus” items for both schools, the district/schools are now requesting PTC funds for things 

that fall outside the boundaries of the wish list and/or grants.  Kayla Keck noted that she had been 

contacted over the summer about purchasing tables with PTC funds.  She referred the inquirer to the 

Cori Stanczyk, the new 2016-2017 PTC President. 

 

 Homeroom Parents and Party Planners:  There are still quite a few WBES rooms that need a 

homeroom parent and/or Fall and Winter party planners.  The list of vacancies will be going out later 

this week in the Wolf Branch Newsletter. 



 

 Fall Festival: Melissa Glidden indicated that plans are underway.  The Fall Festival chairs will be 

meeting with Tribout’s on Friday, August 26.  Decisions/agreements have already been confirmed for 

Kettle Corn and Funnel Cake vendors.  Fall Festival will be September 30, 2016.  Additionally, 

Melissa Glidden made a suggestion to incorporate a Food Drive in support of the Interfaith Food 

Pantry in Belleville with the Fall Festival.  The thought was that a donated canned or boxed food item 

(not expired) would be rewarded with a free ticket.  There was discussion on whether there 

should/would be a max number of items that could be donated per person/family.  Melissa took an 

action to discuss this suggestion with the Fall Festival chairs for review/refinement and potential 

agreement.  It was noted that the Fall Festival is a PTC fundraiser and the goal would be to help the 

community with food donations without impacting the success of the fundraiser. 

 

 Sign Up Genius: Cori Stanczyk noted that Martin Schmid has taken on the role of PTC Technology 

Coordinator and will be handling the Sign Up Genius, in addition to PTC website and Facebook page.  

Kary Cobb-Adams took an action to pass on account information to Martin.  Martin will reach out 

to Stephanie Melvin, WB Technical coordinator about getting access to update the PTC portion of 

the WB website.  Carol Yee inquired how new parents could “sign up” for Sign Up Genius.  This is 

information to be included in a future “PTC Difference” spotlight WB newsletter article.  Per Kary 

Cobb-Adams, you can create an account and search for WB signups.  Michelle Nersesian provided 

the WB email address to search for signup events (i.e. lunch helpers, fall festival); it is 

wb_ptc@yahoo.com. 

 

 WB Yearbook:  Cori Stanczyk noted that the Yearbook Chair had recently talked with her regarding 

the significant number of hours and level of effort required to put the WBES & MS yearbooks 

together.  They have to compile general as well as grade level collages while ensuring every student 

is in at least one collage.  Per Cori, in order to encourage participation and make the Yearbook Chair 

position more appealing, the current Chair asked if it was possible to offer a stipend for this position.  

After discussions, the board agreed that no stipends would be offered for any PTC position. 

 

 “PTC Difference”:  

Carol Yee has volunteered to write a recurring article in the WB newsletter called “PTC Difference” 

in order to highlight unknown PTC benefits and identify opportunities to get involved with the PTC.  

The first edition will be coming out this week. 

 

 Bricks 4 Kids:  The topic was raised whether to have a Bricks 4 Kids session in both Fall and Spring.  

The board voted to only do the Spring session (same as last year). 

 

 Skate Night:  It was noted that the first WB Skate Night will be next Friday, September 2, 2016. 

 

 Auction Participation:  

There are currently no PTC co-chairs for the auction.  Cori Stanczyk coordinated with the 

McCormick Center and the auction date will be February 18, 2017.  

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 


