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Friday, April 30, 2021

Phase 3 is o� to an amazing start at Torey J!

Important Dates...
❏ May 3rd - May 7th:  Teacher Appreciation Week!

❏ May 4th:  Dare to Draw Cultural Arts K-2 & 3-5 Assemblies

❏ May 5th:  First Grade Storytime @ 7:30 PM (Details and sign-ups below!)

❏ May 7th:  Optional K-4 Parent Input Form Due (refer to TJS Class Placement Memo)

❏ May 17th - May 28th:  TJS Look for the Good Project

❏ May 19th:  Kindergarten Evening Storytime event (more information to come)

❏ May 20th:  TJS Family Trivia Night @ 7:00 PM

❏ May 27th:  First Grade Virtual Tea… more information to come from grade 1 teachers!

❏ May 31st - June 1st:  School Closed Memorial Day

❏ June 2nd:  School Closed (Staff In-Service Day)
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Phase 3 is off to an amazing start...

I am so incredibly proud of our TJS community! Our students, staff, and families were swi�ly able to
adapt to our new phase 3 schedules and routines. Thank you for your continued support as we worked
through some adjustments this week, but overall the transition to the extended day was a smooth one.
It has been wonderful seeing the students engage in live Science and Social Studies lessons, additional
literacy time, as well as live special area subjects. Classroom teachers are enjoying the snack time
outdoors as they are now supervising their own classes. Students have also been eager and excited
about the use of the playground equipment as we have been able to establish a safe method through a
rotating schedule that allows for one class per day to utilize the equipment.

Next week (May 3rd - May 7th) marks Teacher Appreciation Week! The week is designed to celebrate
our phenomenal teachers for their continued dedication and tireless effort in meeting your children’s
academic, social, and emotional needs each and every day. Thank you to the TJS PTO for organizing
special events throughout the week for our teachers and staff. Thank you to all parents who submitted
nominations for the TJS Teacher of the Year and Educational Support Professional of the Year. The
winners of these recognitions will be announced in May.

Don’t forget, tomorrow is May Day at TJS! Thank you to Mr. Alcorn for helping to coordinate the event
and assisting in the beautification at Torey J. Please consider stopping by tomorrow to help with
weeding and mulching!

The first ever MEF Health and Wellness Fair will take place on Sunday, May 2nd. The events will
feature student performers from the TJS/KRS chorus, alongside Ms. Donna Ward, our music teacher.

Below are some highlights that occurred this week in our special area subjects.

From Mr. Thompson in the Art Room

During our first full week back with live instruction, our students were able to take
part in a school wide art project!  Centered around two children's books; Only One
You and Happy Dreamer, students were given the opportunity to create their own
painting on a rock.  Students gathered their ideas on paper the week prior to
meeting in class and then painted their designs using acrylic paint provided to us
from the PTO.  Once the entire student body and staff have painted their creations
the rocks will be sealed and installed by the front entryway to the school.  We are
very excited for this new project to become one of the many TJS traditions! The
photo to the right is a small sample set of what our students have created!
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From Ms. Thomas in the Library Media Center
It was so great to teach in-person library this week! The 5th graders read poetry to celebrate the end of
National Poetry Month. Ask them what their favorite flavor is from Bleezer’s Ice Cream Parlor. Perhaps
Avocado Brussels Sprout or Tuna Taco Baked Potato or the fan favorite, Yam Anchovy Prune Pastrami!
Needless to say, a�er reading Jack Prelutsky’s poem, “Bleezer’s Ice Cream,” we were all hungry. (NOT!)
And with the younger grades, we revisited our friend from the fall, Fletcher the Fox. This time Fletcher
and his friends, the Birds, Porcupine, Squirrel, and the Rabbits are facing an impending Springtime
snow storm--or is it?  TJS students are a book-loving bunch and next week kids will be able to borrow
books from the library’s rolling Book Mobile.

UPCOMING LIBRARY EVENT (1st Grade) - Wednesday, May 5, 7:30 pm
First Graders throughout the district are invited to a very special evening
storytime led by Ms. Thomas. Ms. Thomas will be visiting every first grade
classroom to give students their own copy of, All Are Welcome, so that they can
read along at home! This special event is sponsored by the Madison Education
Association. Sign up here by 7:00 pm, May 5 to receive the Zoom link.

From Mr. Gerenstein in our outdoor Physical Education Classroom
It was great to teach in person for the first time in over a year! Students were introduced to several new
routines this week. First, we are having a school-wide challenge called "the number line challenge",
where students are timed on how fast they can count from 1 to the number of students in the class.
Not only is this a great way to start/end class, but also a great team building & problem solving activity.

Next, some of our younger friends did an activity that really sums up TJS'
PE, we worked hard, but also got very silly. We worked hard with a fitness
movement for 20 seconds, then acting silly for 10 seconds by acting like
an animal. For example, 20 seconds of jumping jacks, 10 seconds of
acting like a dinosaur (I was a T-Rex that had trouble scratching my back).
We did this with about six different movements and animals.

For the middle grades, we did some sort of variation of Rock, Paper,
Scissors. This was done in a way to add some fitness/running, along with
a version that included collecting players to be on your "team". Our older students also did a Rock,
Paper, Scissor activity called "Rock Paper Scissor Battle", that included hopping into hoops and facing
off against a classmate. This activity was a huge hit and filled with elevated heart rates and smiles. All
of these activities were able to be completed socially distanced with masks on as well.

The last new thing to be added to TJS' PE is my new teacher assistant unicorn! Her name is Phyliss
Edwina and she was so happy to meet all the students this week. As a reminder, on PE days, please
wear sneakers. These sneakers should be snug on the foot and secured with either laces or velcro. This
is very important for us to move safely and efficiently during class.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaWMiQ6djEC_byTMyKqbA_ArK7Yr_i5DwFNgu_03UmV3Nd1w/viewform?usp=sf_link


Fi�h-Grade More than Madison Project...
Our incredible fi�h-grade researchers are set to begin their More Than Madison project process next
week. The More than Madison fi�h-grade learning experience will provide the students with an
opportunity to select a sustainable development goal and create a presentation to demonstrate the
knowledge and skills they have developed throughout their years in elementary school and think
critically about how they might affect positive change. These efforts are designed to bring to life the
district’s mission to “Inspire and challenge all students to be life-long learners, empowered with the
knowledge, skills, and character to shape their futures, realize their dreams, and contribute positively
to the world.”

News from Mrs. Bletcher in the Counseling Corner...
Spring has sprung and social groups are in full swing! There are over 75 students participating in this
K-4 program. Please know that due to the overwhelming turnout, unfortunately, for supervision
reasons, I cannot add more students to any group at this time. During our time together we focus on
developing social skills and good sportsmanship. We practice using words of encouragement and
being patient with our peers who may be new to a game or make a mistake.

We recognize that students run the gambit in terms of gross and fine motor abilities with regard to
sports, games and activities. Therefore, an important part of a student's social-emotional
development is recognizing that we are all different and that we should help each other succeed
instead of trying to win or “beat” each other. In each session we introduce a new game, discuss and
agree upon group rules and have fun playing together. When a conflict arises, we do our best to coach
students through conflict resolution. We encourage the use of, “I messages” to state feelings and help
students communicate their wants and needs in a respectful manner.

Social groups are a wonderful way to spend quality time together and continue to develop our social
and emotional muscles. Working cooperatively, learning to respectfully disagree and follow group
rules are lifelong skills to be fostered over many years.

News from Pomptonian...
Pomptonian is happy to announce another edition of the Nutrition News with award-winning
pediatrician, author and keynote speaker, Dr. Jill Garripoli Pedalino. Dr. Jill and Pomptonian’s
Corporate Dietitian, Toni Bowman, will be discussing “Physical Activity”. Here is a link to the video:
https://www.pomptonian.com/nutrition-news/

News from our Nurse’s Office…
Please take some time to review this week’s health newsletter from Nurse Crescas.
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News From the PTO...

Teacher Appreciation Week - May 3rd-7th
Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3rd - 7th and with your support the PTO and our Hospitality
Committee have planned a teacher luncheon, Stock the Pantry in the teacher’s lounge, and
gi�s for our Special Area teachers.

Special Area Teachers - Chalk the Walk
There are still spots available to"Chalk the Walk,"
in support of TJS special area teachers! Please
bring your own chalk and decorate our walkways
to show appreciation by writing or drawing a thank
you message. You may come at any time during your time slot and remember to social
distance & wear a mask. Please note: This is a weather-permitting activity, so if it’s raining, no
need to worry about it...we will keep adding times until the weather cooperates!  Sign up
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9A823A5FF2-tjsthank1

Science Fair News
Calling all science enthusiasts! Although we are not able to have the science fair in person this
year, don't let that stop you from experimenting!! Go ahead and make things erupt,
mold-over, oooooozzzze or bubble up!  That's right you can still do fun experiments at
home....  AND post your work on social media or submit to us at presidents.tsjpto@gmail.com
and we can share your work with the rest of the TJS community.  Need some help getting
started with an idea? No problem!
Check out some of these fun and interesting ideas: Science Fair Ideas

Family Trivia and Pizza Night!
Our next Trivia and Pizza Night will be on Thursday, May 20th.  Add dinner to your Trivia
Night with Homemade Pizza Kits from Romanelli’s. Purchase a make-your-own pizza kit that
includes sauce, cheese and their homemade dough. Each kit is for a large pizza and cooking
instructions are included. Visit the PTO website to place your pizza orders: Click Here To
Order Pizza Kits.

Order your pizza kits - this is your last chance before the end of the school year!

Pizza Kit pickup will be at TJS on Wednesday, May 19th from 1:45 - 2:30 pm
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Madison Music & Arts’ 31st Annual Dessert & Jazz

Reservations now open for Madison Music & Arts' 31st Annual Dessert &
Jazz! Dessert and Jazz will be held on Saturday, May 15 at 6pm on the
front lawn of Madison High School. Each reservation includes an evening
of talented cabaret style music performed by MHS musicians followed by
performances by Madison Avenue (the MHS jazz ensemble) and Mad Jazz
(the MHS select chorus). Each reservation includes an individually sized
Nothing Bundt Cakes cake. Children under 8 attend for free! Dessert and
Jazz always sells out so make your reservation today!

Dessertandjazz.madisonmusicarts.org

Dare to Draw Assembly - May 4th

We are excited for our upcoming virtual assembly, Mark
Kistler’s Dare to Draw.  See flyer to the le� for more
details. Thank you to Belle Somers for coordinating this
great cultural enrichment program.

JOIN THE TJS PTO!

The TJS PTO needs YOU to help us enrich our childrens’ educational experience! Contact us at
presidents.tjspto@gmail.com to find out about open positions.  There are plenty of
opportunities to contribute in a variety of ways, suiting a wide range of time commitments.
We hope you consider giving your time to this essential organization.

Thank you for supporting the TJS PTO!
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News From the MEF...
Join us at the First Annual MEF Health & Wellness Fair this Sunday, May 2nd from 12-2pm at

Dodge Field! The outdoor, family-friendly event will feature interactive activities and giveaways
from MEF sponsors and live entertainment, including:

● A performance by Mad Jazz and Madison Avenue, the MHS jazz choir and jazz band
● Selections from the MHS production of “The Drowsy Chaperone”
● A performance by the MJS 8th Grade Honors String Nonet
● A performance by the TJS/KRS Chorus featuring “The Rainbow Connection” and

“Better When I’m Dancing”
● A performance from The Sellwood Studio of Performing Arts
● An unforgettable performance starring Eric Moss the The Strong Man Experience
● Poetry readings from MHS students

See you at Dodge Field!

Sign up for the May 2021 Virtual Madison 5K Run/Walk at www.mefnj.org.
#MEFMadison5K
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