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Distinguished Service 

 

Mr. Robert Frieberg ‘53 

Mr. Robert Frieberg is a 1953 graduate of Beresford High School.  During his high school years, 
Bob was involved in the National Honor Society, Band, Chorus, Debate, Basketball, Student 
Manager, and Classical League.  Bob was the president of the South Dakota Junior Classical 
League and he was a two-time State Debate Champion. 

After high school, Bob attended the University of South Dakota (USD) in Vermillion.  During his 
college years, Bob was a member of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity and served as their 
president.  He was the president of the Inter-Fraternity Council at USD.  Bob was a member of 
the Omicron Delta Kappa, a national leadership honor society.  He received several debate and 
speech awards in the Intercollegiate Competition across the United States. 

Bob received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the USD in 1957 and his L.L.B. law degree from 
USD in 1961.  Bob is a third generation graduate of USD as his father Roscoe and grandfather 
August were attorneys at the Frieberg Law Office as well.  His son Tom is now a fourth 
generation attorney at the Frieberg, Nelson, & Ask Law Office in Beresford. 

During his career as an attorney, Bob has been a member of the American Bar Association, 
State Bar of South Dakota, Fellows American Bar Association, South Dakota Trial Lawyers 
Association, South Dakota Municipal Attorneys Association, South Dakota School Attorneys 
Association, and the Young Lawyers Association.  Bob served as the president of the State Bar 
of South Dakota and as the president of the Young Lawyers Association.  He served as the 
president of the National Conference of the State Bar Association as well and was a member of 
the American Bar Association House of Delegates for nine years. 
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In addition to frequent participation at USD campus events and supporter of key initiatives, 
Frieberg has given back to the University in numerous ways throughout the years, including 
serving as an adjunct law professor and as president of both the USD Alumni Association and 
the USD Foundation.  He continues to serve the University as a Foundation trustee and as legal 
counsel.  Mr. Frieberg is an active Howling Pack member as well. 

In 2006, the USD Foundation honored Frieberg and his late wife, Evonne ’56, for their service to 
the University with an Inman Award.  In 2007, the USD Student Bar Association presented Bob 
with the Marshall M. McKusick Award for service to the legal profession.  In 2009, the 
University of South Dakota honored Mr. Frieberg with an Alumni Achievement Award for his 
service to USD. 

Mr. Frieberg has been actively involved in the community of Beresford, the Beresford School 
District, and their development over the years.  He has served as both the city and school 
district attorney.  He has been engaged in developments and projects to ensure that the 
community of Beresford would prosper into the future, including school bond issues and the 
construction of new school facilities for the students of Beresford Schools.  Bob’s leadership 
helped the city of Beresford retain city phone operations, authorized Beresford Cable TV, and 
kept rail service in Beresford.  Bob was integral in the formation of the Beresford Economic 
Development Corporation that acquired land west of 13th Street to the I-29 right of way.  He 
was heavily involved in the development of the Bridges Golf Course and Events Center, and the 
expansion of housing developments. 

Bob has been actively engaged in the Beresford Chamber of Commerce, United Fund, Lions 
Club, Beresford Area Arts, Beresford Area Foundation, and Beresford Golf Club.  Bob served as 
the president for the Chamber of Commerce, Lions Club and United Way.   

Mr. Frieberg was involved in the establishment of the Roger Price Student Loan Fund to 
encourage post-high education opportunities for graduates of Beresford High School, serving as 
the Fund’s Secretary/Treasurer for fifteen years.  Bob also served as the president of the South 
Dakota State Board of Education for five years. 

Bob has a long history of involvement in the Beresford United Church of Christ (UCC), serving 
on their Board of Directors for many years.  He served as a Moderator and Parliamentarian of 
the Biennial UCC General Synod for sixteen years.  Bob served a six-year term on the National 
Board of Directors of the UCC Church.  He also served as volunteer attorney for the South 
Dakota Conference of the United Church of Christ for many years.  

Bob’s three children (Susan, Chuck, and Tom) are all graduates of USD.  His son Tom practices 
law with Bob in Beresford at the Frieberg, Nelson, & Ask Law Office.  Frieberg and his wife, 
Elaine Miller, live in Beresford where he continues to practice law. 

Congratulations to our Watchdog Hall of Fame Distinguished Service inductee, Mr. Robert 

Frieberg. 


