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School board meeting dates
The school board meets 
on the fourth Thursday 
of every month, except in 
November and December. 
These meetings are held on 
the third Thursday due to 
the holidays. Meetings are 
held at the High School at 
6:30 p.m. in room # 238 and 
are open to the public.
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Welcome to spring!  Although we enjoy 
Minnesota winters, we always look for-
ward to warmer weather, more sunshine, 
and being outdoors without all the layers of 
winter gear! During the remainder of this 
school year, the elementary has many fabu-
lous, fun activities planned. In addition, we 
must measure students’ academic progress 
in reading, math and science to gauge how 
well they are doing in learning Minneso-
ta academic standards. We will be giving 
both school and state tests to accomplish 
these measurements.  

FASTBridge, the school based test for 
reading and math, will be given in May to 
all students K-6.  aReading, aMath, words 
per minute and letter sounds per minute 
are FAST tests given three times per year 
to screen each child for making the right 
amount of progress during a school year.  
Students identified during these tests as 
falling behind or struggling can be giv-
en additional support to ensure they are 
working their way towards being proficient 
by the end of the year. 

The state test, Minnesota Comprehen-
sive Assessment (MCA), will be given to 
students in third through sixth grades 
in the areas of reading, math and science 
(fifth grade only).  Minnesota Department 
of Education sets an open range of dates 
that the school must give the MCAs. The 
elementary has the following schedule for 
state testing:

April 8-9: 
Third and fifth grade reading

April 10-11: 
Fourth and sixth grade reading

April 15-16: 
Third and fifth grade math

April 17-18: 
Fourth and Sixth grade math

**Fifth grade science will be given after com-
pleting reading and math testing.   

Our students and what they accomplish 
at school are much more than a score.  
However, the state requires districts to 
conduct these statewide assessments for 
many reasons. Some of these reasons are 
identifying schools needing additional 
support from the state, celebrating schools 
that are doing the best in teaching the 
standards and using the combined data 
to make a number of state-level decisions.  
The school also benefits by helping us de-
termine if students are mastering the state 
required content overall at each of the 
grade levels tested. It also helps us meas-
ure whether our curriculum resources and 
instructional rigor are appropriate at each 
grade level in learning the standards. 

Our amazing teachers do a great job pre-
paring our students to take these tests in 
order to show we are teaching the Minne-
sota state standards and students are learn-
ing them, but we need your help!  Please 
review the schedule above so that you are 
aware of when testing takes place. On those 
days, please make sure that your child gets 
enough rest, eats a good breakfast and re-
ceives encouragement from home to do 
their best.  If you have any additional ques-
tions, please contact your child’s teacher or 
principal at 320-679-6200. 

Randy Qual
Mora Elementary 

School Principal

“It’s better to aim high 
and miss (a goal) than 
to aim low and hit it!”

Principal Views

Brenda Spartz
Mora Elementary 

School Principal

“Fairness is not giving 
everyone the same thing. 

Fairness is giving each 
person what they
need to succeed.”
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Second graders at 
Mora Elementary have 
been developing their 
writing skills through a 
new elementary curric-
ulum called Benchmark 
Writing. The young 
authors have been busy 
publishing and sharing 
their writing. They have 
been working with per-
sonal narratives, real-
istic fiction, informa-
tional reports, biogra-
phies and informational 
texts. Good writing and 
reading skills go hand 
in hand. Second grade 
teachers feel fortunate 
to be able to give stu-
dents a well rounded 
literacy program. These 
skills will benefit stu-
dents for a lifetime.

Mora teachers follow 
standards of instruction 
each year to help ensure 
that students gain ade-
quate mastery of a wide 
range of skills and appli-
cations. Each year stu-
dent’s writing should 
increase in sophistica-
tion, improved vocabu-
lary and better develop-
ment and organization 
of ideas.

Well 
Written 
Works



MUSTANG EXPRESS  March 2019  5 

Get Outside and 
Enjoy Our Parks

Courtney Kinnet, park ranger, from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers at Big Sandy Lake 
Recreation Area visited Mora’s fourth graders. 
They discussed public lands and waters, parks 
and water safety. Students were given a free park 
pass for themselves and their guests for the year! 
Families are encouraged to get out and explore 
national parks and federal lands and waters.

Second 
Grade Works 
on Research 
Skills

Second graders in Ms. 
Gerth’s class learned 
about researching skills. 
Informational reports 
provide data, facts and 
feedback. Students 
had to pick an animal, 
research and gather 
ideas about their sub-
ject. Create a list of 
important facts, then 
write a report based on 
the information they 
found. It took time and 
energy, but then any-
thing worth learning is 
worth some effort .

Spell 
“Satori”

Resource Training and 
Solutions hosted the 
Regional Spelling Bee on Feb. 5, 2019. Dakota Sand 
represented Mora Public Schools with an excellent 
finish of fourth place. The competition was strong 
and went 11 rounds with 71 words being spelled. 
The final word spelled for the day was “egalitarian.”

Fourth Grade Friday 
Every Friday afternoon, Mrs. Verdon’s kindergarten class and Mr. Norvell's 

fourth grade class get together for half an hour to read. Mrs. Veerdon’s class 
has named the time together as Fourth Grade Friday. Both classes enjoy the 
reading time.
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More Elementary Knowledge Bowl
Knowledge Bowl is an academic quiz competition that happens across 

America. During the contest teams compete in written and oral rounds by 
answering questions to all areas of learning. Some areas covered include: 
Government, American History, Biology, Math, English and Geography.

 Simple 
Machines

in 
Science

Mr. Goebel, Mrs. 
Peters and Mrs. 
Hasselfeldt’s classes 
are starting a simple 
machine unit in sci-
ence. They will be using 
several different simple 
machines to discover 
how they make doing 
work easier. They are 
currently experiment-
ing with levers to dis-
cover how changing the 
position of the fulcrum 
(the pivoting point in 
the center) changes 
the amount of force or 
effort needed to lift an 
object. 
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It is Sno-much Fun!
Mrs. Good’s first grade class found a way to beat the cold winter days ... making snowmen (inside, of course). Each student cut out 

one circle for each letter of their name. The tallest snowman had nine letters and the shortest had only three.

Everyday We Learn Something New
Students in Ms. Callendar’s preschool class enjoyed some hands on learning with shaving cream. Writing letters with your finger in 

shaving cream sure is more fun than with paper and pencil. Learning with friends while using Magna Tiles can bring out the smiles 
in anyone. At one table students can work on math, science and creativity using one tool - Magna Tiles.



8   MUSTANG EXPRESS  March  2019

Winter is Fun When 
You Wear the Right Gear-
Minnesota Tough

Snow can be fun when students come prepared to 
be outside. Snow angels and cold temps while wear-
ing snowpants, coats, hats and mittens are exilerat-
ing. ALL children will go outside for fresh air and 
exercise, weather permitting, for a portion of the 
scheduled lunch period. Please be sure your child 
comes to school with appropriate outdoor clothing. 
If, due to illness or injury, your child is unable to 
go outside, we request a written notification. The 
notification needs to state the reason your child 
needs to stay indoors as well as the length of time 
he/she will need to be indoors. Inclement weather 
is defined as rain, wet snow or severely below zero 
temperatures. The principal will be responsible to 
direct recess outdoors or indoors. If the air tem-
perature or wind chill registers below zero degrees, 
the students will be staying inside. At this time, 
the district uses www.wunderground.com or www.
weatherbug.com.
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Native Pride Dancers 
Visit Mora Public Schools

Mora students had the privilege to experience 
a high-energy show featuring a blend of modern 
and traditional Native American dance styles. The 
performers were adorned with vibrant assortments 
of ribbons, feathers, beads and furs; all of which 
honor their elders and traditional arts. The dances 
performed are contemporary, yet primal, as they 
use every muscle and breath to express their rich, 
cultural heritage. To learn more please go to: www.
nativepridearts.org/nativepridedancers.html.

Ocean 
Animal 
Reports 

Mrs. Rydberg’s first 
grade class just fin-
ished completing infor-
mational reports on 
ocean animals. Students 
started with reading 
about their animals 
and finding important 
facts. Then, they took 
the facts to write their 
informational reports 
and ended with adding 
colorful pictures of their 
ocean animals. Way to 
go, first graders.
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World 
Play Day

Mrs. Jacobson’s class 
joined kids around the 
world on Feb. 5, for 
Global Play Day. A day 
set aside for unstruc-
tured play. The focus for 
the day is that unstruc-
tured play is important 
and the benefits from 
unorganized scheduled 
play time. Kids can play 
with toys that do not 
require electricty or bat-
teries.

Learning Sign Language at all Levels
Mrs. Jacobsons kindergarten class. ASL interpreter, Barb Gillespie, helps student, Jacob Showers 

learn sign language along with his peers. The class has been working on learning to sign the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

The high school also offers students sign language courses over the ITV system.
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As part of the Mora 
Elementary School expan-
sion that was completed in 
2018, Mora Schools and 
FirstLight Health System 
jointly built a commu-
nity wellness center. The 
Wellness Center includes 
an indoor, elevated walking 
track for community mem-
bers to use year-round. 

The walking track has 
been open for nearly one 
year now. Almost 350 people 
applied for membership in 

2018. As of this publication 
date, over 450 have applied 
for or renewed their mem-
bership for 2019. 

Many members have com-
mented on how nice this 
facility is, especially after the 
weather turned cooler last 
fall and this winter. It is a 
safe space to walk with a 
nice, even surface, and no 
need to worry about the ele-
ments such as snow and cold 
in the winter or rain and 
heat in the summer. 

For a $25 annual mem-
bership fee, members have 
access to the walking track 
between the hours of 5 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. daily. This fee 
includes the cost of a back-
ground study, membership 
card, and processing fee. 
Membership registration 
forms are available online 
or at the Mora High School 
District Office. Membership 
is based on a calendar year, 
January to December. 

At Mora Elementary, students in grades PreK-second can enjoy a healthy 
snack offered off of the snack cart. Mora High School students along with 
the help of some Mora Elementary students prep and delivery the snacks to 
classrooms with a smile.  Classroom snack time is a teachable moment where 
students are encourage to try new foods, stress the importance of eating real 
foods to promote students' health and ability to learn. A lesson we hope will 
last a lifetime for our students.

Snacks to Classrooms 
with a Smile

FirstLight Wellness Center 
Walking Track - One Year Later
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Nick Bakke
MHS Assistant 

Principal

Principal Views

AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCES
Ms. Jennifer McCauley: 
jmccauley@moraschools.org
❍ Introduction to Agriculture
❍ Veterinary Science
❍ Large Animal Science
❍ Fishing & Aquatics
❍ MN Natural Resources
❍ Landscape Design
❍ Floral Design
❍ Animals, Plants and Natural Resources

AUTOMOTIVES
Mr. Sam Mounce: 
smounce@moraschools.org
❍ Junior High Industrial Tech
❍ Know your Car (Basic Automotives)
     Advanced Automotives
❍ 3D Modeling

BUSINESS
Mr. Kevin Nolt: 
knolt@moraschools.org
❍ Personal Finance
❍ Computer Applications
❍ Accounting
❍ Sports & Entertainment Marketing

CONSTRUCTION 
& BUILDING TRADES
Mr. Josh Norby: 
jnorby@moraschools.org
Mr. Dean Sand: 
dsand@moraschools.org
❍ Basic Woods
❍ Advanced Woods
❍ Robotics & Engineering
❍ Math in Construction
❍ Basic Welding
❍ Advanced Welding

FAMILY & CONSUMER 
SCIENCES (FaCS)
Ms. Lindsey Peterson: 
lpeterson@moraschools.org
❍ Basic Foods
❍ Advanced Foods
❍ College & Career Readiness
❍ You & Children

HEALTHCARE
❍ Medical Careers Job Shadowing
❍ Healthcare Academy 
❍ CNA Certification

If you have questions 
or would like more
 information on any 

of these articles, 
please contact me 

to chat.
Nick Bakke

MHS Assistant Principal
320-679-6200

nbakke@moraschools.org-

A Path To Your Future Awaits At MHS
Mora High School has many career and technical opportunities for students in grades 

7-12. We encourage students to explore different career and technical fields that they 
might be interested in pursuing after high school. Below is a small list of some of the 
outstanding courses we offer.

The follow-
ing page gives          
information that 
2019 graduates 
can apply for a 
scholarship to 
Pine Technical 
College.
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January 16, 2019 

 

Dear Class of 2019 Students and Parents, 

Congratulations!!  An undisclosed private family foundation has generously offered to support one 
year of free tuition plus a $1,000 stipend to attend Pine Technical and Community College. The 
“Kick-Start” offer is being extended to any 2019 graduate in the following districts whose family 
was eligible for the Free and Reduced School Meal Program during their senior year.  

  Braham       Isle    Ogilvie 
  East Central           Mora   Pine City 
  Hinckley-Finlayson       North Branch  Willow River 

     
Eligibility requirements for the Free and Reduced School Meal Program can be found at this 
website or by contacting your local district:   

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/FNS/SNP/proc/App/ 

If your family is not eligible for this specific opportunity, we offer many other scholarships to make 
college very affordable.     

We encourage you to contact us soon to learn about taking advantage of this offer, the many 
program options, and any specific admission requirements related to programs.  It is important 
you begin the process soon as high demand programs may fill.  

Contact Molly McCann at 320.629.4521 or Allison Ives at 629.5189 to schedule a meeting.   

The Kick-Start program is an exciting opportunity.  We look forward to hearing from you and 
assisting with your future plans!   

All the best,  

 
Joe Mulford 
President 
Pine Technical and Community College        

More scholarship information can be found on page 27.
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Tammy 
Bohachek

I am 40 years old, married 
to Mac for 17 years, and have 
three children in our school 
district. I majored in elemen-
tary education at the U of M 
Twin Cities before we were 
blessed with our first child. 
We decided that staying at 
home with our daughter suit-
ed our family best. 

I am currently a chiroprac-
tic assistant for a local chiro-
practor in Mora. I genuinely 
enjoy my job, and it allows 
time for me to volunteer in 
our schools and attend all of 
the great events that Mora 
Public Schools host. 

My favorite things include: 
85 degrees and sunny weath-

er, fishing, spending time 
with family at the lake, NFL 
football, especially the MN 
Vikings and Detroit Lions; 
and I love all things Mora 
Mustangs. 

My original motivation for 
seeking a board position four 
years ago was simply because 
I had been so involved in 
volunteering in our district 
and wanted to step up and 
contribute more. 

I was motivated to seek 
re-election because I have 
been blessed to be a part of 
some major progress and for-
ward thinking in Mora Public 
Schools, and the work isn’t 
over yet. I love the positive 
environment and the high 
functioning board I work 
with, and I feel honored that 
our voters have chosen me 
to serve our community and 
schools once again.

There’s still a lot of work to 
do, and I’m always ready to 
dig in!

Some of my earliest 
impressions as a child are 
from my schooling in 
Columbia Heights. All of my 
fourth grade problems were 
solved with a hug from Mrs. 
Brynn, and Mr. Galuska, the 
in-school suspension teach-

er, kept me in line in high 
school. I was a bit of a wild 
one and pushed the patience 
and tolerance of the educa-
tors that indeed did love and 
care about me. School was 
always a safe place, as was 
home, and my educators and 
coaches were part of the vil-
lage that helped to raise me. 

My thoughts on educa-
tion are varied and complex, 
much like education itself. 
Parents want choice and stu-
dents want options. I think 
at Mora Public Schools we 
are doing a phenomenal job 
keeping up with new man-
dates and regulations, funded 
or not. We are expanding and 
introducing new programs in 
our high school to give stu-
dents more choice. We have 
unbelievable support staff 
and early interventions in 
our schools to help children 
with behaviors, mental health 
problems and learning issues. 

Education isn’t a one-size-
fits-all box; it requires many 
committed and often over-
worked staff to meet the 
needs of every student. 

Favorite Quote: Attitudes 
are contagious… is yours 
worth catching?    

Submitted by Tim Peterson
The Mustang Express wants to help you get to know your 

school board. In this issue we hear from Tammy Bohachek, 
Robert Jensen and Robert Woods, each of whom was 
re-elected last November. We asked them to share a little bit 
about themselves, about their motivation to join the school 
board and about their thoughts on education. 

Meet Your MPS

Karen Kirschner, Chair
kkirschner

@moraschools.org
612-390-4433

•
Ethan Elvehjem,

Vice Chair/Treasurer
bigguy@hotmail.com

612-390-5990
•

Scott Moe, Clerk
norskedalen3@gmail.com

320-679-0838
 •

Tammy Bohachek, 
Director

tbohachek
@moraschools.org

763-219-7367
•

Robert Jensen, Director
rojensen

@moraschools.org
320-426-5449

•
Robert Woods, Director

rwoods@fl-hs.org
218-341-4470
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School Board

Robert 
Jensen

I was in law enforcement 
for 30-plus years. During this 
time, I was able to work as 
a DARE officer, investigator 
and chief deputy. I graduated 
from Mora High School, then 
attended technical college, 
and graduated with an asso-
ciates degree in law enforce-
ment. Over the past 30 plus 
years, I attended many classes 
with the last 11 years focused 
on human resources and 
education. For the last few 
years, I have worked part-
time for the school district 
in the area of special educa-
tion. I currently hold a posi-
tion with the National Child 
Safety Council working with 
agencies in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. My favorite past 
time is visiting national parks 
and landmarks through-
out the country with my 
wife and two children. The 
most memorable include 
Washington D.C., the Great 
Smoky Mountains and even 
observatories in the middle 
of the desert. 

I was asked by members 
of the community to run for 
the school board position. I 
believe in education. It is a 
lifelong process that encour-
ages community growth. 

My early impression is that 
the community is both uni-
fied and divided: We all want 
our students to be educated 
to the highest of standards in 
an innovative learning envi-
ronment, but we are not in 
agreement about the needs 
of a building to provide all 
aspects of an ever changing 
education.

I believe that we need to 
provide opportunities for 
all learners that will create a 
lifelong quest for academics, 
arts, activities and service. 
All levels of education are 
important: preschool, K-12, 
vocational, 4 year college and 
even beyond. Education is 
a vast topic. It happens in 
so many formats, including 
online learning, which we 
need to enhance. I believe 
when we think outside the 
box, we will create new part-
nerships and provide mean-
ingful educational opportu-
nities for all.

My current favorite quote 
is the school district’s mission 
statement: “Preparing self-di-
rected and resourceful learn-
ers able to thrive in a changing 
global community.” 

Robert 
Woods

I completed my under-
graduate degree at St. John’s 
University on an ROTC 
scholarship. I was active 
duty Army for almost 10 
years. During that time I 
attended the Uniformed 
Services University of the 
Health Sciences in Bethesda, 
Maryland and completed a 
Masters of Nursing Program 
in Anesthesia. I provided 
anesthesia care for a forward 
surgical team in Afghanistan 
after 9/11 and for a com-
bat support hospital during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
After completing my mili-
tary obligation, I took a full 
time position at FirstLight 
Hospital and am currently 
the Anesthesia Manager for 
the facility. My family and I 
enjoy hunting, fishing and 
just being outdoors.

I ran for school board to 
contribute to the community 
I live in. My wife and I moved 
to Mora only after interview-
ing the superintendent. We 
were so impressed with the 
vision and direction of this 

district we moved our family 
here. I am proud to say I have 
a graduate of Mora public 
schools and that soon I will 
have a second. The entire 
staff of the district contribut-
ed to the successful upbring-
ing of my children, and for 
that I am grateful. I hope my 
service to the district and the 
community can be unifying. 
We have many challenges in 
our high school facility, but 
we also have so many assets. 
I will work to find solutions 
that will work for our staff, 
students and community for 
years to come.

The single best investment 
I have ever made was my 
education. Public education 
prepared me, my wife and 
my children for college. This 
same public education pre-
pared many of our friends 
and family members for the 
trades and labor positions 
that they are successful in. I 
am humbled by the sacrifices 
our communities have made 
to make public education a 
pillar of our society. In a small 
community, the students and 
all of their achievements are 
a rallying point of pride that 
we all feel, and should feel. 
It takes a community of sup-
port to prepare our next gen-
eration for greatness.

I have no favorite one lin-
ers, but I do hope to convey 
the depth of my gratitude 
to the community for this 
opportunity. Thank you and 
please help us continue our 
tradition of Mora school 
pride. 
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The School Board Advisory Committee -

Your Inside Connection 
to Mora Schools
Submitted by Tim Peterson

This month, we would like to draw your attention to (and get you excit-
ed about) The School Board Advisory Committee. This committee offers 
our community an excellent opportunity to become more familiar with 
the inner workings of Mora Public Schools. Additionally, the committee 
offers you a chance to bring your ideas and concerns to the attention of 
the School Board. 

According to Craig Schultz, Superintendent of Mora Schools, the com-
mittee formed in the early 1990s. In the next few years, during the era of 
No Child Left Behind, the Minnesota Department of Education required 
school districts to put together advisory committees. 

Currently, the committee is made up of 30-plus members. The mem-
bership has a variety of educational and non-educational backgrounds. 
Future members will join administrators, teachers, staff, parents, grand-
parents and business owners. The goal is to form a committee with a vari-
ety of members so that the Board has the best chance of understanding 
community needs.

Among other contributions, the committee has been involved in help-
ing Mora Schools improve communication with the larger community. In 
recent months, we have recreated and re-energized our communication 
efforts in print. What used to be “332 In Review” is now the “Mustang 
Express.” Published five times a year, the Mustang Express continues our 
commitment to covering district news and school highlights in printed 
form but will now offer more news and in-depth feature material. 

Moreover, in order to ensure that our computer, phone and social 
media users have ready access to district news and highlights, we now 
use School Messenger to help us modernize our website, coordinate our 
Facebook and Twitter content and provide timely phone and email com-
munications, (e.g., schedule changes and cancellations).

Through these traditional and modern tools, Mora Schools, with the 
help of groups like the Advisory Committee, will continue to ensure that 
the community is well informed.

The Advisory Committee meets in the high school boardroom every 
other month, on the second Monday of the month. The meetings start at 
noon and last for about two hours. There is no official process involved in 
becoming a member, no elections, no interviews. Our next meeting is on 
March 18 and the following meeting is on May 13. We would very much 
like to see you there. 

If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact 
Paula Janousek in the district office: 320-679-6200, option 1.

We want to serve the whole community, and so we need to hear from 
the whole community. Make yours a voice that gets heard. 

High School Mathletes
Senior High Math League concluded their sea-

son this year at Foley High School on Feb. 11. 
There were 16 team members that participated 
this year, with 10 being returners from last year’s 
squad. Mora High School competes against teams 
in the Rum River East Division: Cambridge-Isanti, 
Chisago Lakes, Foley, North Branch and Princeton. 
New to math league this year was also a section 
ranking. Mora joined Section 7A and competed 
virtually against Barnum, Carlton, East Central, 
Esko, Moose Lake and Proctor taking fourth out of 
seven in the section. Mora traveled to schools in the 
Rum River East Division and competed in five total 
meets this season. Points are accumulated through-
out the season and then teams are given their final 
ranking at the last meet. Mora finished in fourth 
place in the Rum River East this year, which was 
a great improvement after finishing fifth and sixth 
in the division, respectively, the last two years. The 
top individual in the division (out of more than 100 
individuals in the six schools) and top team in the 
section go onto compete in the MSHSL State Math 
League Tournament. Though no Mora mathletes 
will be moving onto the state tournament in March, 
two students received special honors for being 
“Top Ten in the Division.” Both Rachel Anderson 
(senior) and Joah Schultz (junior) tied for sixth 
place with their accumulated points this season. 
This is the second time in history that Mora has 
had students in the top 10 (last year, Joah Schultz 
took seventh place, the first top 10 finish in Mora 
history). The next highest-scoring participant also 
received an award for being the highest point 
scorer for Mora not in the top 10: there was again 
a tie for this award between Isaac Balmer (senior) 
and Dezarae Darsie (junior). In Minnesota, there 
are currently 180 schools that participate in math 
league and there are 26 divisions, with over 3000 
students participating. The 2018-2019 season was 
a great learning experience for Mora mathletes 
and it will be exciting to see many students return 
next year. Senior High Math League runs from 
November through February and is coached by 
Michelle Ostien.

Pictured at the final meet in Foley: Back Row (L to R): Joah 
Schultz*, Mackinzie Nelson, Isaac Balmer* Front Row (L to 
R): Dezarae Darsie*, Becky Molin, Rachel Anderson* *Denotes 
award winner.
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Mora Schools works to offer meaning-
ful educational opportunities that serve 
the student and the community, and 
toward this end we are proud to intro-
duce, in partnership with Pine Technical 
and Community College (PTCC), our 
new Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
course. 

Starting this spring, 2019, CNA classes 
will meet at the high school and at St. 
Clare Living Community. In addition, stu-
dents will be able to access online medical 
coursework through Mora’s Alternative 
Learning Center. At the end of the course, 
students will be eligible to take the state 
licensure exam to become a CNA. 

Mora students immediately showed 
their interest in this new, hands-on offer-
ing, which, given our resources, is limited 
by federal regulation to 10 students - More 
than 10 students would require additional 
teaching staff. In order to earn one of 
the 10 openings, students were required 
to fill out an application and interview 
with a panel of Mora High School staff. 
This course fills an important and current 
need, and we expect to see it grow rela-
tively quickly.

The reason we are excited is easy to 
understand. Diane Andersen Sibley, 
Customized Training Specialist with 
PTCC, explains the value and potential in 
CNA certification:

CNA certification opens career paths 
for students in multiple healthcare fields, 
nursing being the most well known. But 
the opportunities don’t stop there. Pre-
med and physician assistant students who 
are required to attain care hours often 
choose to become CNA’s to fulfill that 
requirement. Additionally, many aspiring 

physical and occupational therapists also 
choose this path. Ultimately, a CNA certi-
fication is a great way to enter the health-
care field and learn how to effectively 
serve and work with patients while mak-
ing a livable wage. Students who choose 
to work in Mora at St. Clare can start at 
over $14.00 per hour without previous 
experience.

We know that our students will be well 
served in this program. But we are equally 
proud of the fact that the program meets a 
critical need in our community and in our 
state. No fewer than five nursing homes 
have recently closed in rural Minnesota, 
and staffing shortages are at least partly 
to blame. The graphics below identify 
some of the problems that need attention 
because of the shortages and paint a hard 
picture of the future should those shortag-
es not be corrected.

The need is real. The time is now. And 
we are proud that we are ready to help.

It is always true that opportunities like 
these do not easily materialize, and we 
very much want to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who made this 
possible: 
• St. Clare Living Community, especially 
George Paulson, Administrator, and April 
Leverty, Director of Nursing. Their sup-
port and partnership has been critical to 
the program’s development.
• Pine Technical & Community College. 
PTCC helped us to get our license 
approved and, with St. Clare, to round up 
the medical equipment, (e.g., beds, linens, 
blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, etc.), 
without which the program could not 
proceed. A special note of thanks goes to 
Diane Andersen Sibley, PTTC Training 
Specialist, who did much of this legwork 
and will coordinate the program going 
forward.
• Central Minnesota Jobs & Training. 
Diana Ristamaki and Michelle Presley 
coordinated the funding for eight of the 
10 currently enrolled students. Obviously, 
their contribution is vital. The same is 
true of Marc Johnson, Executive Director 
of East Central Minnesota Educational 
Cable Cooperative (ECMECC), who 
secured a Work Experience Grant from 
ECMECC to fund the remaining two 
students.
• Care Providers of Minnesota. Doug 
Beardsley, President of Member 
Services, wrote a letter to the Minnesota 
Department of Health on our behalf to 
hasten the approval process to allow us 
to utilize St. Clare as our clinical site and 
to get the lab at the high school officially 
approved as a satellite nursing assistant 
training site of PTCC.

Preparing 
Students, 
Meeting 
Community 
Needs
Submitted by 
Tim Peterson
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Silver Mustang Awards 
Deb Hallin has worked for Mora Public Schools for 

the past 29 years. Twelve years as a paraprofessional 
and the past 17 years as a teacher. She has worked 
in the areas of Emotional Behavior Disorder (EBD), 
Specific Learning Disability (SLD) and Facing Our 
Challenges with Unconditional Support (FOCUS). 
Working at Mora Public Schools, Deb really appreci-
ates how respectful the students are to her. She even 
attended school K-12 in this very same high school 
building and has watched the changes in staff and 
students. Debs advice to adults, connect yourself with 
them and they will connect back with you. Kids are 
our future.

Julia Blenkush has worked at Mora Public Schools for 
the past 26 years. She also taught 11 years in the Cities 
which equals an amazing 37 years of educating. Julia 
currently teaches English 9, Science Fiction, Debate. 
She has taught English 10, Advanced Composition, 
Novels and Short Stories, College Composition and 
College Literature. Through her years of education 
Julia has formed the belief that no matter how old/
young students are and no matter what goals student 
have in life, they seem to like it here, which makes my 
job easier. I like the connection between school, family 
and community which makes it feel like a joint effort 
to educate our Mora students.

Mind Matters

D
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Julia Blenkush

WWII re-enacting
Riley Erickson, MHS 11th grade student, has been involved in 

WWII re-enacting for two years. He re-enacts with a German 
WWII unit out of Big Lake, MN. He became involved in re-en-
acting due to his passion for WWII. To spread his interest, he 
has given presentations to high school students for the past two 
years, by sharing his experiences and artifacts, along with the 
history of WWII. He serves as a student representative on the 
Kanabec History Center Board which is offering a presentation 
on how to get involved with WWII re-enacting on March 2, 
which he will be at.

Thanks to the Mora 
Education Foundation, 
over 30 students visit-
ed the Science Museum 
Jan. 3, 2019. We started 
off the new year by learn-
ing about mental health 
at the numerous interac-
tive options at the “Mind 
Matters” exhibit. All of us 
are impacted by mental 
health and this experience 
made us even more aware 
of the history, progress and 
importance of this issue.

Students returned to 
Mora with renewed learn-
ing motivation to accom-
plish goals and make it 
OK to TALK ABOUT 
MENTAL HEALTH 
MATTERS!
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One-Act Play “And” 
The one-act play “And” received second place at the Subsection 5A Festival 

on Jan. 26, offering the cast and crew the opportunity to compete at the 
Section 5A contest on Feb. 2 in St. Cloud. This was the first time the Mora One 
Act advanced in several years. Although the team did not advance to the state 
one-act contest, the journey to sections was considered by all to be a valuable 
learning experience.

Jr. High Mathletes
The Mora Junior High Math League season 

ended on Jan. 9. This year, Mora had two scoring 
teams comprised of 13 seventh and eighth graders 
who competed in a total of five meets. Mora placed 
third and fifth out of seven complete teams this 
year. Mora has had enough students to have two 
complete teams the last three years, as six students 
are needed per team. Last year our two teams fin-
ished in fourth and fifth. Two students placed in 
the top 10 individually this season: Zethan Schultz 
(eighth grader) finished in ninth place, and Jonah 
Jacobson (seventh grader) finished in 10th. Both 
students received a medal and certificate for their 
top-10 finishes. Mora is part of the East Central 
Division, which includes North Lakes Academy 
(Forest Lake), North Branch, Ogilvie, Minnesota 
Center (Isanti), Chisago Lakes and Mora. There 
were 72 participants in the East Central division 
this year. The junior high math league is coached 
by Michelle Ostien. The picture above shows some 
of the students at our last meet of the season with 
their third place trophy.

High School Snow Week Breaks Up the Winter Blahs
Wind chills, winter storm advisories, polar vortexes and anything else moth-

er nature can send our way the Mora High School Student Council wasn’t 
going to let her put a damper on our Snow Week. Dress up days included 
Meme Martes, Ugly Sweater, Throwback Thursday and Flannel Friday with 
the weekend including “A Trip to Paris” at the winter formal.

Back row, left to right: Layna 
Towery, Director Hope Murray, 
Chase Lindaman, Dante 
Spilman, Leah Kehr, Riley 
Erickson, Allison Fix, Erik 
Moe, Joah Schultz. Front row, 
left to right: Emma Ferraro 
Anker, Kathryn Boster, Kayla 
Hruska, Maekaela Lindgren, 
Maddie Schumacher, Kelsey 
Reynolds, Grace Harmon, Jane 
Williams, Britta Williams, 
Anna Kehr, Mark Waxlax.
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Checking the Facts 
- Finding Facts - Educating - Learning

Agriculture students get to find out the 
real facts... Are double stuffed Oreos real-
ly double stuffed? Results are in and 80 
students created experiments that deter-
mined this advertising to be false. 

Students toured local farms here they 
had a chance to see Alpacas, dairy cows 
and beef cows. 

Students in Fishing and Aquatics had 
a chance to tour the Minnesota Fishing 
Museum were they meet the founder as 
well as the founder of Ice Shanty. They 
learned how to make lures and the histo-
ry of fishing in Minnesota. They brought 
back their knowledge to the classroom 
by creating their own lures to take home. 

The new course Veterinary Science 
allows students to get a real hands-on 
feel for veterinary checks as well as teeth 
brushing and nail clipping.

The Mora FFA chapter brought in guest 
speakers from the agricultural commu-
nity to speak at their monthly meet-
ings. In January we had Bill Olen speak 
about dairy and crop farming. We also 
have other fun activities and experiences 
during our meeting like marble races.
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Anne Grahn
District Nurse
320-679-6232

Nurses Notes
Influenza

The health office would like to remind 
all families that the cold and flu season 
is upon us. While we have seen decrease 
cases, there are still a number of influenza 
positive cases being reported. In order 
to comply with the department of health 
(DOH) and statistics they collect amongst 
schools throughout the state of MN, the 
health office will be asking parents/guard-
ians to specify when calling in absences, if 
their student has a fever of 100 or greater 
along with a cough or sore throat. The 
health office will not be submitting names 
to the DOH only the number of students 
out in a specific class or grade if a thresh-
old has been met per their requirements.

Mrs. Grahn would also like to remind all 
families that students should remain home 
for 24 hours if they have a fever of 100 
or greater, have thrown up, and/or have 
diarrhea. Please respect the 24 hour rule to 
help keep illness from spreading amongst 
our students!

Fourth Graders Learn 
the Heimlich Maneuver

This past February, all fourth grade stu-
dents participated in a program called 
Heimlich Heroes. The mission of this pro-
gram is to prepare people to recognize 
and respond to a choking emergency by 
teaching kids and adults the Heimlich 
Maneuver. A few years ago, there was a 
choking incident that took place during 
lunch. A student recognized the signs 
and symptoms of choking, performed the 
Heimlich Maneuver and saved the stu-
dent. Heimlich Heroes heard about the 
story and reached out to our school to 
start implementing this program for all 
students to learn this life-saving technique. 
Mora PTO purchased two training dolls a 
few years ago for our health office, so we 
have our very own dolls to practice on!

Head Lice
Just a reminder, it is really important to 

check your student’s head at least once a 
week for any signs of head lice. The earlier 
that it is caught, the easier it is to treat.

Have a safe and healthy spring. Any 
questions or concerns, please contact the 
District Nurse, Anne Grahn at 320-679-
6232.
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Triple "A" 
Award

Mora High School Students 
Compete for Triple “A” Award Two 
Mora High School seniors, Molly 
Lukenbill and Wilson Krueger 
were selected to represent Mora 
at the Sub-Section 18 Triple A 
contest (Academics, Arts and 
Athletics) on Wednesday, Jan. 23, 
in St. Cloud.

For over two decades, the Minnesota State High School League has sponsored a Triple 
A Award. The purpose of such an award is to recognize and honor exceptional high 
school seniors who have excelled in the areas of Academics, Athletics and the Arts.

Lukenbill is an active member in band and choir. She has participated in Large Group 
and Solo Ensemble contests while receiving All Conference Honors in band. Molly has 
participated on the softball, track and field and volleyball teams during her high school 
career while holding a 4.042 grade point average.

Krueger also holds a 4.042 grade point average. He is an active member in band and 
choir and has competed in Large Group and Solo Ensemble contests. Wilson has earned 
All Conference Honors in Choir. He has participated in tennis, basketball, nordic skiing 
and cross country running. Wilson has competed at the state level in cross country run-
ning and nordic skiing.

Triple “A” Award recipients are selected by a multi-level process involving the League’s 
member schools and administrative regions. League officials will announce the four 
award recipients (a girl and a boy from both Class “A” and Class “AA” schools) at an 
on-court recognition ceremony held at the State Basketball Tournament. Each award 
recipient will receive a four-year renewable scholarship for $1,000.

Wilson Krueger

Kris Osterdyk
Activities Director

Don’t wish for it. 
Work for it.

Mustang Nordic Ski Team
The Mora High School Nordic Ski Team has had a great season this year. Seventy nine 

skiers were on the roster from seventh through 12th grade, producing one of the biggest 
teams in school history. Thanks to support from the Vasaloppet and the snowmaking 
project, we have been able to ski nearly the whole season despite low early-season snow. 
The team had a series of successes throughout the season, culminating in both the boys 
and girls teams qualifying for the State Meet by finishing runners-up in the Section 5  
Championships on Feb. 6. The Mustangs came from behind in the pursuit format race, 
where the afternoon skate race is started based on the classic results from the morning. 
First, the boys gained eight points to finish two points ahead of Maple Grove and only six 
behind Champlin Park. Then it was the girls’ turn, they picked up the points required to 
finish just one point ahead of Elk River/Zimmerman, securing their trip to state.

Molly Lukenbill
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ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION (ABE)
Our main office is located at:
Adult Enrichment Center
540 5th Avenue NW
Cambridge, MN 55008
Adult Basic Education is for y-o-u 
if you are interested in:
• Learning English 
• Getting a GED®
• Brushing up on skills before 
enrolling in college
• Finishing high school and receiv-
ing your high school diploma
• Gaining better work skills
• Learning basic technology skills
Classes are free.
If you are interested in earning a 
GED®, it is recommended that you 
study for the test and also, take a 
practice test before you register for 
the official test. To test you must 
have a valid Driver’s License or 
State ID.
Please contact Caroline, ABE pro-
gram coordinator, at 763-689-6228 
or e-mail at cnerhus@c-ischools.
org for more information or to 
schedule your orientation session 
that must be completed before you 
begin attending classes.
ABE/GED CLASS SITES
CAMBRIDGE-ISANTI 
•Adult Enrichment Center
C540 5th Avenue NW, Cambridge
Andrea, Instructor. 
763.552.6244  
PRINCETON  
•Community Education Office
1506 First Street, Princeton
Angie, Instructor   763.389.6196  

ADULT DIPLOMA CLASS 
AND SCHEDULE
This class offers complete gradua-
tion requirements for individual’s 
graduation year to earn a Mora 
Schools Diploma.
MORA
•Mora High School Alternative 
Learning Center

400 Maple Ave E, Mora (Enter on 
West Side door D1, Room 290)
Karen Felger 320.679.6250
Tuesdays, 3-7 p.m.

COOKING 
WITH DIANNA
“The heart of our home is our kitchen, 
where we prepare delicious and nutritious 
meals. It is the place where family gathers 
around the table to be nourished in body 
and soul. 
 It’s my motivation to inspire women to 
come back to their kitchens, learning to 
feed their families well, and to pass those 
skills on to their children. On this website, 
you’ll find recipes, with made-from-
scratch, whole food ingredients. You’ll 
access tutorials on how to make homemade 
broths, stocks and soups; how to cook 
beans and legumes; the how-to of bread-
making, sourdoughs, yogurt and sprouting, 
and reasons to choose organic --and ways 
to afford it. I’ll also recommend tools that 
help me in accomplishing my homemaking 
tasks.” Dianna Kasprzak
Dianna offers an array of cooking and 
wellness classes. Click on the link below to 
go to her website and see all that she has to 
offer in her kitchen. 
To view Cooking With Dianna’s class offer-
ings, go to 
www.cookingwithdianna0.wixsite.com/
cookingwithdianna

CLASSROOM 
DRIVERS ED
Students must be 15 years of age by 
the end of the session and if need-
ed, priority will be given according 
to birthdate. The cost of $80 is due 
at the time of registration. This 
class will be filled on a first-come-
first-serve basis. Anyone wishing to 
participate in this class must have 
their registration and payment to 
the district office by noon on the 
first class day. 
Daily attendance is mandatory!
SPRING SESSION - 2019
Instructor:  Dave Souba 
Location:  HS Room 316
Dates: March 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 18, 
19, 20, 21
Time: 3:05-6:05 pm

Cost:  $80 
SUMMER SESSION - 2019 
Instructor:  Tom Youngblom
Location: HS Room 310 
Dates: June  3, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 
17, 18, 19
Time: 8-11 am
Cost: $80

GED TESTING
GED Now Free for Minnesotans
If you live in Minnesota and are 
interested in taking the General 
Educational Development (GED) 
Test, it is now free to anyone living 
in the state through June 30, 2019. 
You can either register online at 
the GED website (www.ged.com)
or contact your local school district 
to connect with their Adult Basic 
Education program. Staff at each 
program will be able to walk you 
through the registration process 
and also provide resources and 
classes to prepare for taking the 
test. 

MUSTANG CARE
In the Mustang Care program, we 
provide a home-like atmosphere 
where the focus is placed on the 
needs of the child grades K-6. 
Children have the opportunity to 
choose from a variety of activities, 
including sports, arts and crafts, 
puzzles, games and movies. Quiet 
areas are also available for home-
work and reading. Students are 
discouraged from bringing any 
electronic devices such as iPads, 
cell phones, games, etc. Mustang 
Care personnel will not be respon-
sible for any lost, stolen or dam-
aged items including electronics; 
supervisors have the right to ask 
students to put them away if they 
are causing a disturbance. ** Due 
to life-threatening nut allergies, we 
ask you NOT to send snacks that 
contain nuts or tree nuts of any 
sort.

Hours: Before school, 6:30-8 a.m.
After school from school dismissal 
until 6 p.m.
Location: Morning and afternoon 
Mustang Care will be held at the 
Mora Elementary School in the 
new (North) gym. 
Registration: If you would like 
your child(ren) to participate in 
the Mustang Care program, stop at 
Mora Elementary, or you may call 
320-679-6200.
Fees: $2.75/hr per child. A late fee 
of $2.75 per every 15 minutes will 
be charged for any family picking 
up their child(ren) after 6 p.m. 
If you attend Mustang Care on a 
regular basis, you must pay each 
Friday. If you only attend occasion-
ally, you must pay at the end of that 
day.
School Closings:
1. When school is canceled, there 
will be no morning or afternoon 
Mustang Care.
2. In the event Mora Public Schools 
has a late start due to weather, 
there will be no morning Mustang 
Care. 
3. In the event Mora Public Schools 
closes early, there will be no after-
noon Mustang Care.
Please note: It is the responsibility 
of the parent to have other arrange-
ments on file in the elementary 
school office for the child/children 
when Mustang Care is canceled 
due to an early closing. 
Mustang Care observes Mora 
Public Schools emergency closings 
on the school website (www.mora-
schools.org) and is announced 
on the following radio stations: 
WCCO Radio 830 AM, WCMP 
1350 AM and 100.9 FM. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Mora Elementary School at 320-
679-6260 or Kris Osterdyk at 320-
679-6200. 

Upcoming Community Education Events
www.moraschools.org
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OPEN LIBRARY
The Mora High School Library is 
available at no cost to students and 
the public Monday - Friday from 
3-5 p.m.
The books and magazine collec-
tions are available, however, the 
computer and internet access is 
not available. Open Library will be 
available on school days only.
Supervisor: Jane Oelfke 
Location: MHS Room 302
Dates: Monday – Friday 
(school days only)
Time: 3-5 p.m.
Cost: No Fee, Registration not 
necessary

WALKING THE HALLS
Location: Mora High School and 
Elementary School
Dates: Monday-Friday, 
SCHOOL DAYS ONLY, 
Nov.-April
Times: 3:15-5:30 p.m.

PAINTING WITH 
CHARLENE- SPRING 
CANVAS (OWL) 
Students will receive step by step 
instruction painting with acrylic 
on a 16” x 20” canvas. Canvas will 
be completed and ready for display 
after class. Class takes approxi-
mately 3 hours. All instruction 
and supplies included in the cost. 
Beginners are welcome! Food and 
beverages are available for an addi-
tional charge.  
Instructor: Charlene Herrick 
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2019 
Time: 6-9 p.m. 
Location: Crystal Bar and Grill, 
Mora, MN 
Cost: $27 
Must pre-register by March 12, 
2019

PICKLEBALL 
FOR: Adults 50-plus 
Dates: Mondays and Thursdays 
March 4, 7, 14, 18, 25, 28, 2019 
TIME: 6:15-8:15 p.m. 
Location: Mora Elementary School, 
Court 6 (Enter door A1) 
Cost: $3.00/session 
Equipment is provided

CAMBRIDGE-ISANTI 
PARTNERSHIP CLASSES 
Through a partnership with 
Cambridge-Isanti Schools 
Community Ed, we are excited to 
share these upcoming classes. 
Cambridge-Isanti Schools offer 
adult and youth classes and activ-
ities to help you pursue interests, 
expand abilities and improve skills. 
Classes are held in or near 
Cambridge. Please go to the fol-
lowing website to explore classes 
and register online. www.mora-
schools.org click on “District,” 
then “Community Education” then 
“Cambridge-Isanti Partnership 
Classes”

BE PREPARED, 
NOT SCARED
Young children who are taught 
basic emergency concepts like how 
to call 911 can turn into heroes in 
emergency situations. One of the 
most important things for them 
to know are basic first aid steps to 
follow in different circumstances. 
Class topics include recognizing 
an emergency and knowing what 
to do, calling 911, basic first aid 
techniques, personal safety tips, 
tricky people, gun and fire safety. 
Students attend this class inde-
pendently. Parents are encouraged 
to review the take-home informa-
tion and discuss it with their child. 
Students can bring a snack.
Instructor: Kari Fairclough
Grades: Kindergarten - second 
grade
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2019
Time: 1:45-3:45 p.m.
Location: Mora Elementary School 
Media Center
Class fee: $20
PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED BY MONDAY, JUNE 
10, 2019

CABS: Child and 
Babysitting Safety Class 
/ American Safety & 
Health Institute(ASHI) 
www.hsi.com
Learn the responsibilities of being 
a prepared, safe, responsible and 

professional babysitter. Topics 
include starting your own babysit-
ting business, child development, 
behavior guidance, supervision, 
proper feeding & diapering tech-
niques, personal safety, medical 
emergencies, basic first aid care 
and fire safety. Instructor provides 
baby dolls, bottles and diaper sup-
plies for hands-on participation 
skills. The course is developed by 
the American Safety and Health 
Institute and approved by the 
American Pediatrics Association. 
Class participants receive a CABS 
book and ASHI certification card. 
Students attend this class inde-
pendently. Parents are encouraged 
to review the take-home informa-
tion and discuss it with their child. 
Students may bring a snack.
Instructor: Kari Fairclough
Dates: Thursday, June 13, 2019
Time: 8-11 a.m. 
Grades: 4-8
Location: Mora Elementary School 
Media Center
Cost: $40.00
Class size is limited to 20 students, 
so register soon! 
PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED BY MONDAY, JUNE 
10, 2019.

Waddell & Reed Presents: 
Filing for Social Security
Social Security is our country’s 
single largest Federal program and 
the sole means of support for many 
retirees. Remarkably, it offers a 
high level of flexibility to optimize 
your retirement income needs. You 
will learn many of the things you 
should know about Social Security 
before filing for benefits. Above 
all, the most important thing you 
should take away today is that 
while your decision is very import-
ant, it is equally important to know 
that you may have much more flex-
ibility than you thought. 
Instructor: Sara L. Tilberg, 
CFP,CDFA - Financial Advisor 
with Waddell & Reed, Inc.
Date: April 8, 2019
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Mora High School 

Boardroom No. 238
Cost is free, but please register with 
Paula in the District Office 320-
679-6200
This event is for informational 
purposes only and is not meant as 
investment advice or a recommen-
dation to engage in any investment 
or financial strategy. Please consult 
with a professional regarding your 
personal situation. Sara L. Tilberg 
can be reached at 320-272-4772. 
Waddell & Reed, Inc., Member 
SIPC                     (07/18)

FREE TAX PREPARATION
Don’t go somewhere else to get 
your taxes done. Learn to do your 
own taxes!
Taxpayers will prepare their own 
tax return using FREE online soft-
ware with the assistance of IRS cer-
tified coaches! A coach will guide 
you through the process of prepar-
ing and filing a simple tax return 
FREE of charge.
Classes will be held at the Mora 
High School and begin at 5 p.m.
Dates: March 19, 2019 and April 
9, 2019.
Register by calling Mora 
Community Ed at 320-679-6200. 
Pre-registration is required as class 
size is limited.

HOME ALONE
-YOUTH SAFETY
Just mention the words “Home 
Alone,” and children think of the 
excitement depicted in the movies 
of the same name. The reality of 
being home alone can evoke fear 
and anxiety in many children. 
Whether left alone for an hour 
after school or several hours a 
day during the summer, children 
should feel comfortable being 
alone. This workshop for children 
will address several topics relating 
to being “Home Alone” including 
personal safety tips, tricky people, 
basic first aid, fire safety, handling 
the unexpected, internet safety, 
gun safety, dealing with loneliness 
and boredom, storm safety, dealing 
with siblings as well as trust and 
honesty. Students attend this class 
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independently. Parents are encour-
aged to review the take home infor-
mation and discuss it with their 
child. Students can bring a snack.
Instructor: Kari Fairclough 
Grades: 3-6
Date: Thursday, June 13, 2019
Time: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Location: Mora Elementary School 
Media Center 
Cost: $20.00
Class size is limited to 20 students, 
so please register soon!
PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED BY MONDAY, JUNE 
10, 2019.

PREPARING 
FOR LONG-TERM CARE:
A Gift Your Family Deserves 
Thrivent Financial
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Mora High School
This session is hosted by Thrivent 
Financial representatives Melissa 
A. Weinreich, FIC and Jeff Hakala, 
FIC, RICP®, CLTC®

ATTEND SOCIAL 
SECURITY: TIMING 
IS EVERYTHING 
WORKSHOP
Thrivent Financial
Date: Tuesday, April 16, 2019
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Mora High School
This session is hosted by Thrivent 
Financial representatives Melissa 
A. Weinreich, FIC and Jeff Hakala, 
FIC, RICP®, CLTC®

Summer Fun
Science Explorers’ 
Dynamite Dinosaurs
Date: June 12 and 13, 2019
Day: Tuesday-Thursday
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Age/Grade: Ages 3.5-6
Cost: $33/Student 
Location: Mora Elementary School 
STEM Room
Description: Enter the Science 
Explorers’ time machine and 
journey back to a world where 

dinosaurs ruled the earth. Become 
a paleontologist to learn how 
enormous or small these amazing 
creatures were, plus participate in 
a “mini” dino dig. You will have 
a dynamite time with hands-on 
experiments, studying fossils, and 
much more as we journey back in 
time.

Science Explorers’ 
Young Inventors
Date: June 25, 26 and 27, 2019
Day: Tuesday-Thursday
Time: 9:30-Noon
Age/Grade: entering grades 2-6 in 
the fall
Cost: $60
Location: Mora Elementary School 
STEM Room 
Description: You don’t need to 
have gray hair and wrinkles to be 
an inventor. Children are natural 
inventors. Did you know that a 
child invented the Popsicle or that 
a 16 year old invented the trampo-
line? Join Science Explorers as we 
explore electricity and pneumatics, 
plus modify past inventions by 
Samuel Morse, the Wright Brothers 
and others. Then become inspired 
by other kid inventors as you 
design and build your own inven-
tions using a wide variety of simple 
materials.

Science Explorers’ 
Science in the Kitchen
Date: July 30, 31 and August 1, 
2019
Day: Tuesday-Thursday
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Age/Grade: Ages 3.5-6
Cost: $48
Location: Mora Elementary School 
STEM Room
Description: Our kitchens can 
be amazing science labs…so join 
Science Explorers as we throw 
open the kitchen cabinets and 
enjoy fun, “hands-in” science. 
We will explore states of matter, 
chemical reactions and more with 
experiments that bubble, fizzle, 
crackle and pop. Be sure to dress 
so you can get messy. Note: Flour, 
cornstarch, oil and other common 

kitchen ingredients may be used, 
but not consumed.

Science Explorers’ Super 
Science 
Sampler for Summer 
2019!
Date: July 30, 31 and August 1, 
2019
Day: Tuesday-Thursday
Time: 12:30-3 p.m.
Age/Grade: Entering Grades 1-5 in 
the Fall
Cost: $60 
Location: Mora Elementary School 
STEM Room
Description: Join Science Explorers 
for a fun, hands-on class of STEM 
topics. First, we will shake things 
up as we investigate volcanoes, 
earthquakes and plate tectonics. 
Then we will explore aerodynamics 
by designing and testing our own 
flying machines, straw rockets 
and more as we learn about lift, 
drag and thrust. Finally, experi-
ment with mixtures that are icky, 
sticky and sloppy as we explore 
the science behind slime while 
making Glow Slime, Butter Slime 
and more. Each class is filled with 
engaging experiments and activi-
ties.

Science Explorers’ Camp 
KinderSprouts
Date: August 13, 14 and 15, 2019
Day: Tuesday-Thursday
Time: 9:30-11:30 AM
Age/Grade: Entering Kindergarten 
in the Fall
Cost: $48 
Location: Mora Elementary School 
STEM Room
Description: Exclusively for chil-
dren entering kindergarten. Join 
Science Explorers as we discover 
the world around us while brush-
ing up on the skills needed for 
kindergarten. Explore outer space, 
dinosaurs and the ocean while 
learning science, math, reading, 
writing and geography. Students 
will explore these topics through 
experiments, projects, songs and 
more in this fun, hands-on camp 
setting. 

Community 
Education Policy 
Registration and Fees: 
Pre-paid registration is required. 
Most registrations are due a 
minimum of one week prior to the 
class starting date. Note that many 
classes fill quickly, and others may 
be canceled due to insufficient 
registration.
How to Register: 
Visit us in the District Office 
at Mora High School, or mail 
registration forms with payment to: 

Community Education
Mora High School

400 East Maple Ave., Mora, MN 
55051 

Please be sure to include a phone 
number where you can be reached 
during the day.
Fees are not refundable after the 
registration due date, unless the 
class is canceled due to insufficient 
enrollment. Confirmations are not 
sent out; however, the district office 
will notify applicants if a class is full 
or has been canceled. If supplies are 
required, you may choose to confirm 
that the class will be offered before 
making a purchase. Call the district 
office at 320-679-6200 to confirm 
registration and class availability. 

Individual Cancellations and 
Refunds: A full refund will be issued 
if a class is canceled by the district 
office. All other cancellations are 
subject to a $5 processing fee. To 
receive a refund, less the processing 
fee, notify the district office at least 
three business days before a class 
begins unless a specific cancellation 
deadline is listed. No refund will be 
issued for a cancellation received less 
than three business days before a 
class begins.

INSTRUCTORS 
WANTED:
Do you have a skill or hobby you 
would like to share with the Mora 
Area Community? All types of 
classes are welcome.
If interested contact Kris Osterdyk 
at 320-679-6200.
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Community Education Registration Form 
A. Participant Information (Please print)  
1.) First Name ________________________  Last Name _______________________________  
Address __________________________________  City _________________  Zip__________ 
Contact Number _______________________ 
Please check one: Age 0-5 ____    Grade K-5____   Grade 6-8____    Grade 9-12____ 
Age 19-54____    Age 55+____  
Class ____________________________    Date/Time__________________   $Fee_________ 
Class ____________________________    Date/Time__________________   $Fee_________  
 
Comments/Special Needs _________________________________________________________ 
 

B. Contact Information 
Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________ City, Zip________________________ 
Contact Number _________________  Email address _________________________________ 
Emergency Contact ______________________________  Contact Number _______________ 
* I grant permission for Mora Public Schools to use my child's digital image and/or classwork in 
newspaper articles, Mora Public School Webpage, and/or social media to promote Community Ed. 
events. 
Signature______________________________________________  Date__________________ 
 

C. Method of payment:  
 � Check    � Credit Card,  Credit Card Information:  � VISA   � MasterCard  
Card # _________________________________ _____________Exp. Date________________ 
Name as it appears on the card __________________________________________________ 
Card holder signature ____________________________________________________ 
Billing address if different than Contact Information ______________________________________ 
 

To register online, visit our website at:  www.moraschools.org> District> Community Ed,  OR  
Mail this form to: Community Education, Mora High School, 400 East Maple, Mora, MN  55051 

 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
Date Received___________ by_________        Amount Paid ___________  Cash � or Check# _________ 
Comments ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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GPS::45::93 | 38871 7th Ave · PO Box 815 | North Branch, MN 55056 
www.gps4593.com 

East Central Minnesota’s Economic Development Partnership 

KICK START SCHOLARSHIP CREATES NEW PATHWAYS TO EDUCATION AND 
WORKFORCE GROWTH  

New Pine Tech Scholarship Targets Low-Income East Central Minnesota Students 
 
**DATE**—PINE CITY, MN—In an effort to open up opportunities for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and boost the regional workforce, Pine Technical and Community College (PTCC), a 
GPS::45::93 member, has announced a new Kick Start scholarship program. The scholarship grants one 
year of free tuition and a $1,000 stipend to 2019 graduates of nine East Central Minnesota school 
districts who were eligible for free or reduced lunch in high school. 
 
“This initiative was undertaken as an effort to both address workforce challenges across East Central 
Minnesota and help those seeking valuable skills,” said Joe Mulford, the President of PTCC.  “This effort 
will make the area represented by GPS45:93 an even better place to expand, relocate, or start a 
business.” 
 
The development of new workforce pathways is one of GPS’s top priorities. The organization has been a 
leader in working to connect high schools with local colleges to create seamless transitions into the 
higher education and the workforce for students and builds bridges between education and the private 
sector to ensure our education system matches the needs of a changing economy. 
 
PTCC's Kick Start scholarship will open many doors for our 2019 graduates and their families in the Mora 
community,” said Mora High School Principal Brent Nelson. “Many of our students and their families 
don't consider college because they don't think it can be affordable. Mora Schools is lucky to have a 
collaborative partner like PTCC just down the road to help our students transition into the workforce.” 
 
The Kick Start program was made possible with the help of public funds, a large private donation and 
the support of our nine area high school partners Eligible school districts include Braham, East Central, 
Hinckley-Finlayson, Isle, North Branch, Mora, Ogilvie, Pine City, and Willow River. Program guidelines 
and applications are available at http://pine.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/kick-start.  
 
“I don’t know of any other area in the State of Minnesota or Upper Midwest that has formed a regional 
workforce response as comprehensive as this one,” Mulford added.    
 
For further information on the Kick Start scholarship, contact PTCC recruitment and admissions 
specialists Allison Ives (320-629-5189; allison.ives@pine.edu) or  Molly McCann (320-629-4521; 
molly.mccann@pine.edu). For more information on GPS’s support for regional workforce and economic 
development, contact 2019 President Heidi Steinmetz (320-209-5031; 
heidi.steinmetz@co.kanabec.mn.us)  or consultant Karl Schuettler (218-481-3899; 
kschuettler@northspan.org).  
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Dates to Remember...
Mark Your Calendar.

◆ March 10:
 Day Light Savings Spring Ahead

◆ March 11: 
Early Spring Break

◆ March 12: 
Early Spring Break

◆ March 21: 
Elementary Student Showcase 

◆ March 28: 
End of Third Quarter

◆ March 28: 
School Board Meeting  6:30 pm

◆ March 29: 
Teacher Workday: No School

◆ April 8: 
Kindergarten Round Up

◆ April 15: 
MHS Conferences

◆ April 19: 
Spring Break: No School

◆ April 22: 
Spring Break: No School 
(Possible Snow Day Make-Up)*

◆ April 25: 
School Board Meeting 6:30 pm

◆ May 4: Prom: 
Grand March at 5:00 pm

◆ May 15: 
Dollars for Scholars Award Night

◆ May 20: 
Spring Arts Festival

◆ May 22: 
Senior Award Night

◆ May 23: 
School Board Meeting: 6:30 pm

◆ May 27: 
Memorial Day: No Schools

◆ June 2: 
Graduation 1:00 pm

**Please go to our school website 
www.moraschools.org for any snow 
day makeup updates to the calendar.  
A decision will be made February 28 
at the school board meeting that is 
after the printing of this issue.
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