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1. Harmony requires a PRIORITY CONCERN for one another, vv. 1-3 

• The stronger are to carry the WEAKNESSES of those who lack strength, v. 1. 

• Every believer is to seek to BUILD UP his fellow believers, v. 2. 

• Our example is the LORD we follow, v. 3. 

2. Harmony rests in our SHARED FAITH, vv. 4-5 

• We share in common INSTRUCTION from the Scriptures, v. 4. 
• We share in the common ENDURANCE and ENCOURAGEMENT Scripture provides, v. 4. 
• We share a common HOPE founded on Scripture. 
• We share a common COMMITMENT to embrace the mind of Christ, v. 5. 

3. Harmony results in our FULFILLED PURPOSE of glorifying God, vv. 6-7 

• God is glorified through our united MESSAGE, v. 6 
• God is glorified through our grace-filled ACCEPTANCE, v. 7 

 
 

Musical harmony is a snapshot of the beauty that results when a community 
like a choir or quartet work together well.  What are some of the beautiful 
things that result from a family working together in harmony?  What are some 
of the factors that create that harmony (hint:  some of the points in the 

message may apply)?  What introduces discord, and what are some of the results of that 
discord?  (Pastoral note:  Every family experiences discord at times, let’s get beyond pretending 
otherwise!) 
 

  



FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1.  Review Philippians 2:1-8, and then Romans 14. 

 --How does Romans 14 apply the principles of attitude found in Christ to matters of 

opinion related to “disputable matters”? 

 --What do Romans 14:4 and 14:9 affirm about the relationship of the believer to Jesus, 

and how does this impact our ability to work together in harmony within the community of 

faith? 

 --In Romans 14:6, what is the one concept that is repeated concerning the motive 

behind a believer’s choices?  How does this relate to the intended outcome of church harmony, 

Romans 15:6? 

 --What is the additional outcome stated in Romans 14:19 that should lead us to pursue 

harmony?  

 

2.  Musicians pay attention to the musical “score”, the written instructions that have to be read 

and followed for musical harmony to be the result. 

 --What happens to the sound produced by the “musical community” (choir, orchestra, 

etc.) when a musician departs from the written score? 

 --How is this similar to what happens when a believer in the community of faith departs 

from the written word, our common instruction?  What do we call what they are doing? 

 --What is the responsibility of the conductor when this happens in the musical 

community?  Consider Galatians 6:1.  Who bears this responsibility in the faith community?  

What does Paul, writing here to the church community, assume about others who are in that 

community? 

 

3. In Romans 15:7, Paul writes, “Therefore welcome (NIV: “accept”) one another as Christ has 

welcomed (NIV: “accepted”) you, for the glory of God.   

-- How has Christ welcomed or accepted us (see Romans 5:6-11 if you need help)?   

-- Does this mean welcoming or accepting a person’s sin?  Why or why not? 

-- What does it mean, then, to welcome or accept one another as Christ has welcomed 

you?   

-- What kind of sacrifices are necessary to do this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:  – “Jesus Had a Mom” – Luke 1, 2; John 19 
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