
OFFICIAL MINUTES FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING OF THE 

ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

  

The Board of Trustees for the Arkansas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired met 

for their monthly meeting on September 20, 2016. 

 

Present:  Mary Weeks, Chairperson; Dr. Doug Watson, Vice Chairperson; Faith 

McLaughlin, Secretary; Susan Pack, Board Member;  Everett Elam, Board Member;  

Jeanne Tribett, ASBVI Parent Representative; Harry Pompeo, ASD Parent 

Representative; James Caton, ASBVI Superintendent; Janet Dickinson, ASD 

Superintendent; Beth Smith and Will Gorum, Interpreters; Members of the Deaf 

Community; Members of the Blind Community 

 

16-B-017 Motion to Approve Consent Items 

 

Ms. Weeks asked for a motion to approve the consent items to include the minutes, 

financial statement and personnel items.  Ms. McLaughlin made a motion to approve the 

consent items and Ms. Pack seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Action Items 

ADE Federal Grant Management Declaration of Non-Participation 

 

Mr. Caton said it was not actually anything that had to be approved but the Board needed 

to be aware of the Federal Grants Management Declaration of Non-Participation.  He said 

the school has to declare if it is not going to participate.  He said ASB did not qualify for 

any of the funds so they always declare as a non-participant.   

 

Discussion Items 

National Register – Ralph Wilcox 

 

Mr. Caton said he asked Mr. Wilcox to come to speak about the National Register 

because ASB is looking into some grants and one of the eligibility requirements is that 

the building be eligible to be on the National Register.   

 

Mr. Wilcox said he works for the Arkansas Historic Federation Program which is part of 

the Arkansas Department of Heritage.  He said he was contacted by Del Risinger several 

weeks ago in relation to the grant.  He said as part of the grant the buildings need to be at 

least determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  He said their role 

in the process is that they administer the National Register at the state level on behalf of 

the National Parks Services which is a nation-wide program.  
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Mr. Wilcox said the first step to work toward that eligibility would be for them to come 

to the campus and document all of the buildings through photography and written 

documentation.  He said they complete a 4-page form on each building recording some of 

the architectural details and history of the particular building.  He said one thing they 

thought would be worth looking into was to look at both campuses at the same time 

seeing if there would be a historic district on one or the other or the entire campus.  He 

said as many might know Parnell Hall on the Deaf School campus is already listed on the 

National Register and is the only building here that we have any documentation on.   He 

said it would not only be helpful to the schools to have the documentation but would help 

them also.  He said they had documentation on about 40,000 buildings across the State 

that has been collected over the past 40 years.  He said if the campus is determined 

eligible and you want to go forward with doing a National Register the agency would 

work with the schools.  Dr. Watson asked what it took to be eligible.  Mr. Wilcox said 

they look at four main criteria.  He said they look at association of historical trends, 

association with significant people, architecture & design and the ability to yield new 

information which would mainly apply to archeological sites so that wouldn’t relate to 

the schools.  He said they also look at how the buildings have changed from the time they 

were built and whether they still reflect what significance they may have had.  Dr. 

Watson said that the ASD Alumni thought the museum should be on the historical list.  

He asked what the school would need to do to prepare for that, would the school just 

invite you to come.  Mr. Wilcox said he and his staff would come and take the 

photographs and fill out the documentation on each building then look at that information 

to see if the campuses would meet the National Register criteria.  He said when they set 

up a time they would let both superintendents know.  Dr. Dickinson asked if he could 

explain more about the historical district and what that means.  Mr. Wilcox said a 

historical district is an area that has been designated by the National Register as having 

special significance.  He said Parnell Hall is listed by itself but a district would 

encompass several buildings.  He said in the case of the campuses it would be related to 

education.  He said it is essentially a group of buildings that are eligible for the National 

Register instead of one building.  Ms. Pack said there is a difference in being eligible and 

actually being named.  She said once named there are many limitations as to what you 

can do to the building, correct?   Mr. Wilcox said that was not true.  He said a National 

Register listing is an honorary designation and does not put any restrictions on the 

buildings.  He said when the NR was created in 1966 they were very conscientious of 

private property rights.  He said the only restrictions that usually come are through local 

ordinances.  Mr. Caton asked if he thought it carried any additional weight to have 

buildings on the National Register.  Mr. Wilcox said one of the benefits is that if 

something is put on the NR it often brings increased pride in that building and more 

knowledge because every time they do a NR nomination they send out press releases in 

the process.  He said that way people know that it is something special.  He said the NR 

listing especially with the NCRC is often required and would help with grants.  
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Mr. Caton said he learned from the historic tour held on ASB’s campus earlier this year 

through the Arkansas Department of Heritage that people have a very keen interest in the 

schools.  He said both parking lots were completely full with the turnout for that tour.  

Mr. Wilcox said he lived on Summit so he knows his neighborhood is interested.   

 

Ms. Weeks said that was very interesting and Ms. McLaughlin said it was good 

information. 

 

Mr. Kreen said ASD was definitely going to be applying for some NCRC grant money 

for the Parnell building. 

 

Mr. Caton said that was the direction ASB was going to proceed especially with a couple 

of the older buildings, i.e., the Infirmary and the Cottage.  He said if those buildings were 

going to continue to be used they had to have updates.  He said they date back to 1939.  

Mr. Caton thanked Mr. Wilcox. 

 

Dr. Watson asked Mr. Caton if there was much written communication or photography of 

Helen Keller coming to dedicate the Administration Building.  Mr. Caton said actually 

there was a newspaper article and picture that they found and some letters between her 

and the school that were done through telegraph when they were trying to arrange her 

visit for the dedication in 1939.  Dr. Watson asked if she talked about her family roots in 

Arkansas.  He said her grandfather lived in southeast Arkansas during the Civil War and 

later relocated to Alabama where she was born and raised.  Mr. Caton said he had not 

come across any of that information.   

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Mr. Caton said as Dr. Dickinson mentioned both schools received 1.5 million in 

additional funds from the Rainy Day Fund.  He said they were very grateful and 

appreciative that they responded to the school’s needs.  He said that it didn’t mean they 

didn’t need more and still need to advocate more for the schools.  He said it would go a 

ways to help with some of the more critical and immediate needs.  He said they plan to 

disperse in the areas of roofing, security and health and safety within the buildings.  He 

said as Jeanne mentioned in her report ASB is going to have a Legislative Open House on 

Monday, September 26
th

 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  He invited the Board to come by.  

He said tours of the school would be given to the attendees.  He said he had a couple that 

couldn’t make Monday but wanted to schedule another time to visit the school.   He said 

he would be attending a Superintendent Conference next week in Heber Springs that is 

offered by our educational coop.  He said the following week he would be in Louisville, 

KY for the American Printing House for the Blind annual conference.   
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He said Ms. Doan wanted to share a couple of things with the board.  Ms. Doan said ASB 

is using a new initiative for middle school and it is going really well.  She said they have 

found that within our population we have elementary and secondary and were missing 

some kids in a certain age group and wanted to come up with a way to give the kids some 

extra support.  Ms. Doan had a newsletter (The Storm Tracker) from the Middle School 

students that share what they are doing.  She said there was a lot of team competition.  

She said they have team time every day and work on the Expanded Core Curriculum for 

blind and visually impaired students, self-help skills, orientation & mobility and 

organizational skills.  She said the 5
th

 grade learned that middle school had a newsletter 

so they wanted to create a newsletter of their own and did so with the counselor’s help.  

She said this is in line with student centered learning and the standard for the Common 

Core.  She said the younger students are reading the school menu every morning over the 

intercom.  She said she had a contest (with no prize) for a drawing that would be used for 

the invitation to go to the legislators for the open house.  She showed the invitation with 

the winning drawing. 

 

Mr. Caton said they were very excited about the initiatives moving forward and part of it 

is giving each student group their voice.  He said it is helping give new emphasis to the 

Expanded Core Curriculum which we know is the curriculum specific to blind and 

visually impaired kids that their sighted friends learn incidentally.   

 

Ms. Weeks said she had never felt better about the two schools and their leadership than 

she does now. 

 

16-B-018 Motion to Adjourn 

 

Ms. McLaughlin made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Elam seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 5:37. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mary Weeks, Chair 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Faith McLaughlin, Secretary 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING OF THE 

ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 

  

The Board of Trustees for the Arkansas School for the Deaf met for their monthly 

meeting on September 20, 2016. 

 

Present:  Mary Weeks, Chairperson; Dr. Doug Watson, Vice Chairperson; Faith 

McLaughlin, Secretary; Susan Pack, Board Member; Everett Elam, Board Member; 

Jeanne Tribett, ASB Parent Representative; Harry Pompeo, ASD Parent Representative; 

James Caton, ASBVI Superintendent; Dr. Janet Dickinson, ASD Superintendent; Beth 

Smith and Will Gorum, Interpreters; Members of the Deaf Community; Members of the 

Blind Community, Hillcrest residents  

 

Ms. Weeks said she wanted to say she really enjoyed the tour and it was nice to see the 

colors and things looking alive in the buildings.  

 

16-D-0 Motion to Approve Consent Items 

 

Ms. Weeks asked for a motion to approve the consent items to include the minutes, 

financial statement and personnel items.  Ms. Pack made a motion to approve the consent 

items and Mr. Elam seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Ms. Weeks asked what Dr. Dickinson did about the elementary principal.  Dr. Dickinson 

said they have restructured the educational program.  She said they felt a focus on 

curriculum and instruction making sure they have the best most competitive students so 

they changed to having one principal (K-12).  She said they used the other position be a 

Curriculum and Instructional Director.  She said that person’s focus is to work with all of 

the teachers for instructional practices, to get a list of their lesson plans and see how they 

align with state requirements, she will go in and observe classrooms and support them as 

needed.  She said they just recently started and it has been really positive so far.  She said 

that person will also supervise the Literacy Specialist and the Math & Science Specialist.  

Ms. Mclaughlin asked who the new K-12 principal was and Dr. Dickinson it was Ray 

Bolen.  She said the new Curriculum and Instructional Director is KayAnn Varner.  She 

said Ms. Varner has been in Oklahoma most recently.  She said her husband is their 

middle school math teacher.  Ms. McLaughlin said she like the idea of the new position.   

 

Action Items 

None 

 

Discussion Items 

None 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Dickinson said they had a lot of good things happening on their campus.  She said 

they recently adopted PBIS which is Positive Behavior Intervention Support so all of the 

students are focused on ROAR, R is responsibility; O is organize; A is achieve and R is 

respect.  She said when they get a Roar ticket they can go to the Roar store.  She said they 

have been in the CEASD study.  She said CEASD is the one National organization that is 

recognized in deaf education.  She said they sent two representatives to focus and make 

sure ASD is maximizing their success for the future, how well they are relating to the 

state, Dept. of Education, the governor, the community, how they are viewed and how 

can they improve their reputation.  She said it started because some deaf schools are 

really struggling and a few of those have closed.  She said CEASD offered a free service, 

a support for the School for the Deaf to help us evaluate if there are any red flags that 

need addressing before additional problems arise.  She said she has not received the 

formal report but they met with her on the last day.  She said she got some great ideas.  

She said they have changed the name of their Outreach to Statewide Services.  She said 

they felt that the name Outreach was not clear.  She said they wanted to make it clear that 

they were providing services border to border across the state.   She said they have started 

a Drivers’ Ed class.  She said they developed a partnership with Thompson Driving 

School.  She said they are continuing to meet with their new baby program.  She said it is 

a new program and it is the 18-21 year old program.  She said the girls live in the 

apartments and the boys live in the maintenance house.  She said that program is moving 

right along.  She said they are learning to cook for themselves and many more things.  

She said on Monday they will start a 2 year old class.  She said last spring we invited an 

architect firm and engineering firm to come and assess the buildings on campus because 

they had noticed they had several life and safety issues.  She said she wanted to get a 

better understanding of where their priorities lie.  She said they went through that process 

and at the end they were supposed to get a report.  She said it appears there are over $20 

million worth of life and safety repairs that need to happen on campus.  She said they 

were trying to prioritize so they decided can’t start with requesting $20 million so they 

decided to start with $5 million.  She said they presented it to the Governor late last 

spring and had a lot of meetings with the Governor’s office.  She said recently they were 

told that the Governor decided to give Rainy Day Funds to both ASD and ASB.  She said 

it was $1.5 million for ASD.  She said they used it for things that were on their list they 

had presented to the Governor.  She said number one on the list was new roofs.  She said 

during one of the meetings with the Governor’s office they heard concern that they would 

be pouring a lot of money into old buildings and they asked us to develop a campus-wide 

plan.  She said they started thinking about the future of ASD.    She said the 

recommendations were which buildings would you keep and which would you replace.  
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She said they met with the community to brainstorm about what the future of their school 

look like.  She said a lot data and ideas were collected.  She said there was a common 

theme.  She said they would start with a K-12 Educational and Vocational building.  She 

said in October based on the recommendation by the Governor’s office and DBA they 

will be putting options for Capital project request, either $20 million to fix the existing 

buildings or giving them the money for a new K-12 building.  She said a rough estimate 

for that building would be about $23 million.  She said she wanted the board to be aware 

of what was happening.   

 

She said October 15
th

 was their Homecoming and they have a free flu shot clinic for the 

deaf community and anyone who wants a flu shot.   

 

She said at the next board meeting October 18
th

 she invited the board, admin staff from 

Blind and Deaf Schools to her home for a reception. 

 

Dr. Watson asked if the financial staff looked at the dollar amount that the state gives to 

schools throughout Arkansas.  He said he could not believe how many millions of dollars 

were being spent in public schools in the state including football and basketball stadiums.  

Mr. Krenn said he could probably get some of those figures from the ADE.  He said most 

school districts can raise their own funds so the state makes them do a match system and 

we do not have a way to match. Dr. Dickinson said it was important for them to show 

they are serving more than just students on campus.  She said there were many 

opportunities for them to show they are providing equality for deaf students and could 

use that information for their own lobbying purposes.  Dr. Watson said we are a state 

school and a state agency, two different programs.  He said they often treat us like a state 

agency and not a school.  He said they are throwing money to schools but not to state 

agencies.   

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mary Weeks, Chair 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Faith McLaughlin, Secretary 
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OFFICIAL MINUTES FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING OF THE 

ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 

 ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

 

The Board of Trustees for the Arkansas School for the Deaf and the Arkansas School for 

the Blind and Visually Impaired met for their monthly meeting on September 20, 2016. 

 

Present:  Mary Weeks, Chairperson; Dr. Doug Watson, Vice Chairperson; Faith 

McLaughlin, Secretary; Susan Pack, Board Member; Everett Elam, Board Member; 

James Caton, ASBVI Superintendent; Dr. Janet Dickinson, ASD Superintendent; Beth 

Smith and Will Gorum, Interpreters; Members of the Deaf Community; Members of the 

Blind Community, Hillcrest residents  

 

Ms. Weeks called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  She stated the next meeting would be 

October 18, 2016. 

 

16-J-011 Motion to Approve Minutes 

 

Ms. Weeks asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August meeting.  Ms. 

McLaughlin made a motion to approve the August minutes and Mr. Elam seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Action Items 

Approval of Assurances for ASB and ASD 
 

Mr. Caton stated he had two sets, one is related to the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act, ACSIP funds which the school does not receive but he wanted to make 

the Board aware of it.  He said the other set of Assurances are related to the Standards 

and that we are complying with all the laws that the State requires and that does require 

the Board President’s signature as well as the Superintendent’s. 

 

16-J-012 Motion to Approve Assurances for ASB and ASD 

 

Ms. McLaughlin made a motion to approve the Assurances for ASB and ASD; Ms. Pack 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously 5 -0. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Ms. Weeks said there were two discussion items on the agenda that would be very brief 

but before that she wanted to visit the Entergy Project with both schools to see where 

things stand.  She said she knew Mindy wasn’t present.  She said she had talked to James 

briefly about it. 
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Dr. Dickinson said she was going to have Michael Krenn respond since he has been 

working on the project.  Mr. Krenn said he has been working with Sara at the AG’s office 

on the affidavit.  He said they have made some changes and she sent them last week 

while he was on vacation.  He said he had been reviewing them today.  He said there was 

one request from Entergy on an exhibit to make sure what items are being listed on the 

Bill of Sale.  He said he hasn’t seen them but he thinks he might have them and he wants 

to make sure he has the correct documentation from Entergy.  He said he was hoping by 

the end of this week or next week he would have all documents lined out and move 

forward on the Board approval and Superintendents for both sides signing off.  Ms. 

Weeks said at that point you would be working with the Blind School.  Mr. Krenn said 

when they got the affidavit lined out it would have to go to the Public Service 

Commission for approval.  He said everything is contingent on the Public Service 

Commission approving everything.  He said they could deny it all, but with both schools 

going together it would be on the same hearing.  He said he has talked with Mindy and 

would be in more communication with her upon her return.  He said he would have a 

better understanding of what all is involved on ASD side and they would work together 

to figure out when it would be on the Public Service Commission hearing.  He said they 

would have to make their presentation to DFA Budget on trying to see if additional funds 

could be gotten to help on the cost and show why it would be more beneficial for the 

schools to sell back those items.  Ms. Weeks said you will need additional funds, more 

than what you currently have.  He said they could utilize what they currently have but it 

would be better especially with the additional needs throughout the schools.  He said he 

thought they would have a better argument that they couldn’t afford to replace a $50,000 

transformer if one were to go out plus they would have to find a company that would do 

the work.  He said all of this is what they would have to explain to the Budget staff to get 

additional funds.  He said they might be able to assume some of the cost but would have 

to see where they could cut back.  He said it would be more beneficial if the additional 

funds could be obtained.  Ms. Weeks asked if that money would come from state funds 

and he said it would be part of the RSA Schedule.   He said basically they would be 

asking them to increase that line item.  Ms. Weeks said it is the sort of thing that would 

require more money to sustain year after year.  Mr. Krenn said that is where the 

additional justification has to be made to the Budget Office because they are the ones that 

compile all the revenues that are going to be needed to run all state agencies.  He said 

they will have to make the argument to them and show justification how this benefits the 

schools.  Ms. Weeks said ASB will have to do the same and ask for additional funding.  

Mr. Caton said with ASD moving forward on this it will get the affidavits where they 

need to be then it can go before the Public Service Commission and then we can move 

forward.  Ms. Pack asked if this is money to add on to the present budget or the new 

budget.   Mr. Krenn said the RSA is set for now so if we got the contracts by the end of 

the year they would have to assume the debt for the remaining portion of FY 17. 
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Ms. Weeks said you and Mindy will be facing this together.  Mr. Krenn said they would 

be working together.  He said he thought they had a good enough argument to request the 

additional funds for this.  He said they just have to make the presentation to the Budget 

Office.  He said the Governor relies on them to help make those decisions.  Ms. Weeks 

asked when it would take place.  Mr. Krenn said the Governor is currently working on the 

appropriation decisions and possibly some of the funding decisions.  He said he thought 

they would have hearings November 15
th

 for budget requests that have currently been 

made.  He said October 1
st
 they would have additional requests due to the Budget Office 

for capital projects, buildings, major maintenance, etc.   The Governor will make his 

decisions and then present to the Legislature.  He said they wouldn’t know the funding 

until the Governor proposes his balanced budget and it is usually toward the end of the 

session which would probably be March or early April.  Ms. Weeks said the beginning of 

this can’t even start until next year.  Mr. Caton said the next step after the affidavits are in 

place for both school then it will go before the Public Service Commission.   Dr. Watson 

said if we are turned down then we have to search for money we have on hand to cover.  

Mr. Krenn said yes they would have to go to the current budget and look for areas to cut 

costs.  Dr. Watson asked what politics were involved if it is turned down.  Mr. Krenn said 

it wouldn’t hurt for the board members to speak with the Governor or some of the 

legislature.  He said the Legislature could change the RSA but it is very rare that they do.  

Ms. Pack said your feeling is that it would not start unless there was a feeling that we 

were going to be funded.  Mr. Krenn said his feeling was they would be more prone to 

get the money.  He said he felt they have a good argument for it.  Dr. Watson asked if 

there was anyway energy could be preserved or cut back on reasonably.  Mr. Krenn said 

he was going to meet with Ann Laidlaw soon and see about an energy study on ways or 

things we could fix to conserve some energy.  He said the buildings were old and it is 

hard sometimes to conserve the energy because of that.  Ms. Pack said one time when 

money was really short and sort of the same situation they put together a quality 

management team and came up with some suggestions/ideas.  She said one of the things 

they did was to turn back the hot water heaters two degrees and it made a huge amount of 

difference.  She said there were a lot of things like that discovered that could be done to 

save.  Mr. Krenn said he knew there was a Bill passed several years ago that all state 

buildings are supposed to be x% energy efficient.  He said some of the other state 

agencies i.e. State Police had the same thing done and it was determined that a new roof 

and AC unit would conserve. Ms. Weeks thanked Michael and said it was a lot of work 

and the board appreciated it from both schools.  Mr. Hill said in the initial talk with 

Entergy they indicated that as long as the AG’s Office, the state and the schools approved 

they did not see any political issues that would keep it from happening.  He said it was a 

big move but in his opinion it was a necessary move.  He said it was like an insurance 

policy because it was making energy available in a shorter length of time if there is an 

outage and they will put the schools on top priority.  He said he thought it was a good 

deal and really needs to be done for ASB. 
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Ms. Weeks asked if Entergy knows that the schools are still working on the project.  Mr. 

Kreen said he has spoken with them several times including today.   

 

Ms. Weeks said she had put Easter Seals on the agenda because there was a question of 

where the $200,000 that has not been spent given to us by the AG’s Office previously.  

She said they gave this and also paid $50,000 to Easter Seals.  She said the other 

$200,000 came from a grant through Pulaski County.  She said that helped tremendously 

because it abated the building.  She said they were supposed to get $200,000 more from 

the AG’s Office but never heard any more about it.  She said she wanted to assure 

everyone that the $200,000 isn’t School for the Blind money but is only for tear down of 

the building.  She said it was in ASB’s budget but it was not money for ASB to spend but 

only to be used to tear down the building. She said it is in Building Demolition and 

Environmental Cleanup.  Dr. Watson said it was on page 4 of ASB Financials.  Ms. Pack 

said it is actually in the School for the Blind’s account.  Ms. Weeks said yes because at 

that time ASB was the only one working on it.  Mr. Krenn said he was going to hand the 

board members a letter I received yesterday from ABA which helps us move forward on 

the bid process.  He said he would have to wait until Mindy gets back because it is the 

appropriation and the funds are sitting in an ASB account so he could not start the 

process.   Dr. Dickinson said before they didn’t know how much it would cost to 

demolish the building and were very concerned that it would be over the $200,000.  She 

said ASB had that $200,000 but if it is going to be over that amount who is going to pay 

for the remainder.  She said there was discussion about where the remainder would come 

from and from the information they have gotten back it looks like it will be below the 

$200,000.  She said she and James were talking about it and weren’t sure about that 

because it came back just under the $200,000.  She said they have that money and can 

prove the project can be done.  She said now they could move forward so when Mindy 

gets back they can start working through this process.  She said before everything was on 

hold because they didn’t have the evidence needed about the cost.  She asked if that 

clarified things.  Ms. Weeks said yes.  Ms. Weeks said the designer fee $17,452 was 

something that would have to be paid for and ASB paid $13,000 out of their pocket to 

Rex Morris to do the design for the abatement of the building.  She said the $13,000 was 

not out of the $200,000.  Mr. Krenn said of the $200,000 you would want to subtract out 

the architect fee and see if a bid would come in for the demolition of around $182,000.  

He said if it comes in higher than the $200,000 mark according to the letter you could try 

to negotiate the difference.  He said if it comes up around $13,000 more ASD could 

possibly pay that since ASB paid that amount of money in the beginning.  He said on the 

second page it tells the process that we need to do to get it done.   Mr. Caton said he 

thought the good news was that the bid process could be started.   Ms. Weeks asked it 

would include the parking lot.  Mr. Krenn said it would depend on what was put in the 

contract as far as specifications.  Ms. Weeks asked if he would check to see what it would 

cost to include the parking lot. 
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Ms. Coleman said she would suggest that in the way you design the bid you ask that 

question.  She said a bid to include demolition of building to ground and one to include 

the parking lot in the demolition.  Ms. Weeks asked Ms. Coleman about a slab that needs 

to be left.  Ms. Coleman said there is a slab right next to the water line that Central Water 

wants to have left because they are afraid if they dig that footing up they will tear the line 

out that feeds all downtown Little Rock.  She said the 30 inch line is right against the 

footing.   

 

Ms. Weeks said she put the Bike Trail on the agenda also.  She said she wanted to touch 

base and see if a committee had been formed at ASD to see what they might like.  Dr. 

Dickinson said yes.  She said a community committee has been established and are 

getting feedback.  She said feedback from the staff has also been added.  She said the 

committee will be meeting on a regular basis and will be doing a presentation at the 

October meeting.  Ms. Weeks said they were hoping it would be one person speaking for 

the group.  Ms. Weeks asked Mr. Hill if he had told Roy that also.  Mr. Hill said James 

had asked him to set up a committee.  He said they had a community report from Jo Ann.  

He said they had a staff and an alumni committee to get feedback.  He said they would 

have a report in October. 

 

ASD Parent Representative – Harry Pompeo 

 

Mr. Pompeo said he would start with the principal’s report for high school and middle 

school.  He said on Friday ASD had the first International Dot Day and we also had our 

first pep rally for the football and volleyball games.  He said the cheerleaders did a 

fantastic job.  He said this week they were focusing on the International Week of the 

Deaf.  He said the schedule for this week on Monday was the kickoff and they had an 

ASL story time, on Tuesday they had deaf pardy and that was some fun games, tomorrow 

will be introduction of some famous deaf people, Thursday will be a presentation by Dr. 

Glen Anderson and on Friday the students and staff will wear black shirts.  He said 

October 11
th

 there will be a college fair at ASU Beebe, October 10 -14 is Homecoming 

week, October 15
th

 is Homecoming Day.  He said they will face Oklahoma School for the 

Deaf in football.  He said next was the sports report from Ernest Northrup.  He said the 

JV volleyball team is struggling a little (0-10).  He said the Varsity team has 10 wins 6 

losses.    He said the JV football team is 0-2 and the Varsity team has 2 wins and 1 loss.  

He said that was all he had to report. 

 

ASB Parent Representative – Jeanne Tribett 

 

Ms. Tribett said ASB is continuing to focus on “STEM” types of activities within all 

grades.  She said Smart Boards are in a majority of the classrooms and are used on a 

regular basis to further promote interactive and student-guided learning.   
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Ms. Tribett said the middle school program continues to take shape.  She said students 

receive more intensive support and positive behavior support through “Team Time” and 

focus on the Expanded Core Curriculum for blind and visually impaired students.  She 

said the students are also working on Character Education through “The Builder’s Club”.  

She said the middle school went to Blanchard Springs for a hands-on Science and History 

experience today.  She said the boys and girls track team traveled to the Tennessee 

School for the Blind September 9
th

 to compete in a Track & Field Invitational Meet.  She 

said the boys’ team took 1
st
 place and the girls’ team took 2

nd
 place and their overall 

combined scores put them in 1st place.  She said the team will be headed to the Indiana 

School for the Blind September 29
th

 for the NCASB Conference Track & Field 

completion.  She said the elementary school has fully implemented the “STAR 360” 

testing program in an effort to gather more data from a testing program that is accessible 

to ASB students.  She said the results of these tests better support the data from the 

Woodcock-Johnson testing initiative and more accurately portray students’ abilities in 

comparison to the ACT Aspire.  She said the elementary had an art contest to design the 

invitation for the upcoming Legislature Day at ASB.   She said the Learning Center has 

started “Eat Treats” again this year.  She said Eat Treats is a way of teaching the students 

“real life skills” by running their own bakery business from start to finish.  She said Mr. 

Andre Slay, a para-Olympian, has been working closely with our athletic department.  

She said he is an amputee who has met with the track team to encourage them to rise 

above their disabilities and believes hard work and perseverance is the key to success.  

She said students have begun reading the menu over the school’s PA system each 

morning so they will know what is for lunch each day before getting to the cafeteria. 

 

There being no further Joint business, the meeting moved to the School for the Deaf’s 

agenda. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Mary Weeks, Chair 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Faith McLaughlin, Secretary 
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