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ARCOLA BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Education of Arcola Community Unit District #306 Arcola, Illinois was 
called to order in the Media Center at 6:57 p.m. on Wednesday, September 13, 2017 for the purpose of 
regular business. 
 
President Strader called the meeting to order.   The following members answered roll call: Stout, 
Shonkwiler, Thieman, Rothrock, Arrol and Strader.  Crane was not present. 
                           
Others present were: Tom Mulligan, Jennifer Frichtl, Lisa Sigrist, Angie Gentry, Cathy Brimner, David 
Porter and Sarah Dowell. 
 
President Strader opened the Budget Hearing. There were no questions or comments so President 
Strader closed the Budget Hearing.  
 
President Strader recognized the visitors and asked for public comment.   
 
Sarah Dowell from the YMCA was present to discuss the Girls on the Run program. The program is open 
to girls in 3rd through 5th grades. The Mattoon YMCA offers the program in 6 counties and has served 88 
girls in Douglas County since starting the program. The girls participate in twice weekly sessions where 
they train for a 5K. They also spend time discussing relevant life topics and participating in a community 
impact project. The girls pay a $100 program fee, which includes a snack at each session, a water bottle, 
a t-shirt and entry into the 5K at the end of the program. However, many of the girls receive 
scholarships from the YMCA (mostly due to partnerships with area businesses) to help cover the cost. 
The YMCA does pay an annual fee to Girls on the Run International to offer the program and obtain the 
curriculum. Last year that fee was $8,600. All of the coaches are volunteers and do not get paid. There 
were not enough girls interested for a Fall 2017 session but Sarah is hoping to come back for a Fall 2018 
session. Dr. Arrol expressed his concerns about the fact that the Girls on the Run organization is a for-
profit organization and he doesn’t feel the school district should be allowing a profit making company to 
use the facilities rent free.  He also has a concern that the Girls on Run annual financial audit indicates 
that very little of their funds are actually spent on the girls in the program. 
 
There were no pending FOIA requests.  
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Rothrock, to approve the regular meeting minutes and closed session 
minutes from August 9, 2017, the Special meeting minutes from August 21, 2017 and the Building 
Committee meeting minutes from September 12, 2017.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; 
Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of August 31, 2017 
as submitted.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; 
Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
   
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Stout, to approve the payment of bills as submitted in the amount 
of $216,679.37.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; 
Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Thieman, to approve the payment of payroll in the amount of  
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$359,540.53.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; 
Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Business:        
Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the list of fundraising activities for the 2017-2018 
school year.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Stout, to approve the FY18 school district budget.  Roll call vote:  
Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Stout, to approve the FCCLA field trip to the State Ignite! Conference in 
October.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Thieman, to approve the Section 403(b) Plan Administrative Services 
Agreement with AF Plan Serv and Supporting Plan Documents.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, 
aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Stout, to approve the Section 125 Flexible Benefit Plan.  Roll call vote:  
Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Arcola 
Police Department and the Douglas County States Attorney for Reciprocal Reporting of Criminal 
Offenses Committed by Students.  The agreement outlines parameters on sharing student information.  
Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 
ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve student participation in the National Art Honor 
Society and the Tri-M National Music Honors Society.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; 
Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Administrative Team Reports 
~~Mrs. Gentry, Principal, Arcola Elementary – The elementary school kicked off the year with a Back to 
School Bash/Parent Night. Turnout was great with 255 out of 365 students attending. Project Success 
provided free dinner and there were outside activities. The maintenance staff completed a workroom 
remodel that the staff is really enjoying. Small appliances, such as mini-fridges, had to be removed from 
individual classrooms per the fire code, so the updated workroom was an effort to make the space 
function better for increased usage. Football Fridays are back so the players have been welcoming the 
younger students at morning drop-offs. 
 
~~Mrs. Sigrist, Principal, Arcola Jr/Sr High – The school year is off to a great start. Enrollment is down six 
students compared to last year but a few new students are still trickling in. Homecoming preparation is 
already underway. Body Electric sponsored an assembly for the Jr/Sr High students this week. Former 
professional football player Steve Grant came to talk to the students about making the right choices and 
setting goals. At the end of the assembly cards were handed out to the students. On it they were 
supposed to write one thing they liked about the assembly and something that they’re currently 
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struggling with. Mr. Grant reviewed all the cards prior to leaving and passed them along to the guidance 
counselor. Mrs. Sigrist noted that sometimes it’s easier for the students to open up to a new adult and 
appreciated the opportunity Body Electric provided. 
 
~~Mrs. Brimner, Director of Special Services – The Special Services Department has been utilizing 
AIMSweb Plus for RtI and on October 6th there will be an onsite training. The database for ESL is being 
finalized. Mrs. Brimner noted that two of the three ESL teachers are new this year so they have been 
getting trained on the new curriculum. The Special Education numbers are now where they should be, 
according to the State. Family Fun Day for the Special Olympics will be on September 23rd. 
 
~~Dr. Mulligan, Superintendent – Dr. Mulligan presented the tentative five-year strategic goals to the 
Board. The goals are aligned to the district vision and fall within all three areas of our Pillars of 
Excellence of Learning, Culture and Opportunities. They came about as a result of the many discussions 
and data analysis during several sessions. Included are measurements for each goal and targets for 
where performance will be at the end of the 2021-2022 school year. These goals build upon the district 
strategic advantages and address strategic challenges and will directly lead to all planning and financial 
decisions for the district.  
 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to enter executive session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of 
the public body.  Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1).  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, 
aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Shonkwiler, to return to regular session at 9:11 p.m.  Roll call vote:  
Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rothrock, seconded by Thieman, to approve the employment of Cassie McMillan as 
Freshman Class Sponsor.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, 
aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Stout, to approve the resignations of Jen Chovanec as AFS Co-
Sponsor.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the administrator contract for Lisa Sigrist.  Roll call 
vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Rothrock, to approve the personnel leave for Katie Edmonds.  Roll 
call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 
nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the Memorandums of Understanding between 
the Arcola School District and the Arcola Education Association regarding a 6% TRS cap on annual salary 
increases in creditable earnings and for paying teachers $25/hour to conduct professional development 
for staff outside contract hours.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; 
Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
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Announcements:  None 
 

 
Motion by Rothrock, seconded by Thieman, to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 

___________________________  
       President 
 
 
 

___________________________ 
Secretary 


