
PCHS Early College Program 
 
 
PCHS has partnered with Illinois Central College to provide a unique opportunity for qualifying 
seniors to begin earning college credit while completing the credits required to graduate from PCHS. 
Participating students have the potential to earn up to 12 college credit hours at ICC over the course 
of two semesters. 
 

1. Who is eligible to participate during the 2018-19 school year? 
 We want all of our students to succeed; therefore, qualifying students must meet the 
following criteria for consideration in the Early College Program: 

 
1. Has 3.0 credits or less remaining of required courses at the start of the senior year. 
2. Earned an overall GPA equivalent of 2.8 prior to the start of the 2018-19 school year. 
3. Has not been suspended from school during their high school career. 
4. Has had 7 or fewer absences each semester of junior year. 
5. Students who do not meet the above criteria may appeal to the Counseling Office. 

 
2.  Who should participate in the Early College Program? 

Students who are responsible, attend school regularly without excessive absences, organized, 
and self-advocates who are comfortable talking with teachers and staff members should 
consider participation.  These are students who are ready for the college academic experience 
and self-disciplined to be in class, study, and begin their career as a college student. 

 
3.  Why should students participate in the Early College Program? 

Students will be dual-enrolled in ICC and PCHS.   They will receive 0.5 GPA credit toward 
graduation at PCHS for successful completion of select ICC courses.  This gives students the 
opportunity to graduate from PCHS with a high school diploma and up to 12 hours of credit 
earned at ICC at the same time. 

 
Participating students will still be eligible to participate in all IHSA sports as well as PCHS 
clubs and activities as long as they maintain eligibility at PCHS.  They will get to have the 
best of both worlds:  participation in high school programs and activities AND an early 
college experience into their post-secondary academic career.  It will put them ahead toward 
receiving a college degree while still giving them the supportive academic environment of the 
high school as they transition toward their college career. 
 

4.  What will a student’s schedule be in the Early College Program? 
Students will be released from PCHS for a block period of time in the morning or afternoon 
that coincides with their ICC schedule.  In order to qualify for the Early College Program, 
students must enroll in a minimum of 1 ICC course and take a maximum of 2 courses per 
semester.  At least 2 courses must be taken at an ICC campus during the academic year. The 
release hours from PCHS will be determined by the ICC class schedule.  

 
A maximum of two class periods of release time will be available to students participating in 
the Early College Program.  Students must take at least 3 credit bearing courses at PCHS 



each semester (English/Speech, PE, Economics/American Government). Students involved in 
sponsored athletics and/or IHSA activities must be enrolled in 5 courses at PCHS in order to 
maintain eligibility.  Students enrolled in the Early College Program will not be able to sign 
up for a study hall. On days ICC classes do not meet, students will be expected to attend a 
PCHS study hall. 

 
5.  What classes will students take at ICC? 

Students will work with their ICC advisor in conjunction with their PCHS counselor to select 
courses which best suit their needs.  They will not take courses for transfer credit that are 
already offered for credit at PCHS.  Courses offered at PCHS must be taken at PCHS prior to 
or concurrently with ICC courses. ICC courses may be taken during the portion of the school 
day they attend high school classes. See Approved Course Offering document for 2018-19 
selection and transfer credit details. 

 
      6.   How will credits be awarded?   

A student who successfully completes an approved ICC for credit course may receive credit at 
both the college and high school level according to the following:  1 credit college course=0.25 
PCHS credit, 3 credit college course=0.5 PCHS credits, 4-6 credit college course=1.0 PCHS 
credit.  

 
7.  How much will tuition in ICC courses cost? 

Students will be responsible for paying the cost of enrollment in ICC courses and the cost of 
their ICC textbooks and fees.  The current cost per credit hour is $145.   

 
8.  What are the requirements for participation in the Early College Program? 

1. Completion of Early College application by deadline. (Including FERPA release) 
2. All credit, GPA and discipline requirements met. 
3. Completion of student AND parent orientation at ICC.   
4. Ongoing academic success on monthly ICC academic reporting document sent to PCHS 

counselors. 
5. Meeting all ICC requirements for attendance, academic success, and appropriate conduct 

or behavior. 
6. Students are responsible for their own transportation to ICC. 

 
** Students may be removed from the Early College Program and returned to a corresponding PCHS 
schedule if they fail to meet the requirements set forth above. 
 


