
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Takes You Places 
 
2018 is almost here!!!  The New Year is a 
time to look ahead, to think about what the 
future will hold.  It is also a time to reflect 
on the past year, and how events in our lives 
have changed and shaped us.  This practice 
of reflection and prediction also holds true 
for reading.  The chapters of a good book 
like the years of our life help us find meaning 
and understanding in what we are reading. 

 A good reader needs 
to be aware of events 
and characters in each 
chapter.  Thinking back 
about what he or she 

has read helps the student develop 
predictions and questions about what may 
happen in the next part of the story.  As 
understanding is increased due to this 
reflection, the reader becomes more aware 
of the author’s plot and character 
development. How many times have you 
reread a chapter or part of one to 
understand why something may be occurring?  

This practice of reflecting on what you have 
read also lends itself to improving on those 
standardized tests the intermediate 
students are soon to be taking.  Being able to 
find information and support your answer 
with details from the text is often part of 
test questions.   Readers who practice this in 
everyday context will find it a natural 
strategy to use when answering. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy New 
Year! May reading take you on many new 
adventures in 2018. 

 

 

 

 
 

Principals In Training 
 

 

Owen Lantz, Olivia Sparks, Principal Turkovich and 
Ezra Dunn 

Students in third through fifth grade made 
posters honoring our Veterans. Three students 
were selected for their posters.  The students 
chose to be ‘Principal for a Day’ on Friday, 
December 15th.  The students pictured spent the 
day shadowing Ms. Turkovich to see what happens 
behind the scene. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

JANUARY EVENTS 
 

Jan 1-2  No School – New Year’s Vacation 
Jan 3   School Resumes (Day 3)  
Jan 8-10 Mobile Dentist 
Jan 10  Club & Class Pictures 
Jan 11  Faculty Meeting 3:15 
Jan 12  2nd Marking Pd Ends 
Jan 15  No School (Possible Make-up Day) 
  Martin Luther King Day 
Jan 26  No School 
  Thomas Wrestling Tournament 
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5th Grade Musical 
Highlights  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

3rd Grade Trip 
All third 

grade 
students 

created a 
Christmas 

ornament in 
art class to 
decorate a 
tree at the 

Bedford 
Springs.  On 

December 
19th, the 3rd 

grade 
students 

visited the Omni Bedford Springs to see 
their ornaments, have a short tour and enjoy 

some Christmas treats. 

Thanks to all the BEST in 

Action members who participated in the 
Bedford Candies Fundraiser.  All proceeds 
from the sale were donated to the Share the 
Warmth project at Bedford Elementary.  
Share the Warmth provides winter 
outerwear and other clothing for children in 
pre-K through 5th grade.  A “BIG” thank you 
goes to the various businesses, staff 
members, teachers, and community members 
who also contributed to Share the Warmth 
this year.  Included are, Waltman 
Enterprises, Snake Spring Church of the 
Brethren and Doug Gerber at Rex Heat 
Treat.  Their generosity is greatly 
appreciated!  A special “shout out” to Mrs. 
Jessica Pencil for organizing the Parent’s 
Night Out (which also raised funds for Share 
the Warmth) and the entire Share the 
Warmth Committee for helping with the 
shopping and wrapping, and for organizing the 
candy for parent pick-up!  Bedford 
Elementary is truly blessed to have so many 
staff members willing to make a difference! 



BE Enviro Team Competes at 
St. Francis College 

 

 

On Monday December 18 the 2017 Bedford 
Elementary Envirothon Team represented 
the entire 5th grade in a competition at St. 
Francis University.  The team received 12 
ribbons for their tri-fold presentations on 
our Chesapeake Bay Project that the 5th 
grade began in the fall and will conclude in 
the spring.  The team received 4 ribbons for 
"Most Researched", 4 ribbons for "Best 
Communicated", 3 ribbons for "Most 
Artistic", and 1 ribbon for "Most Innovative". 

 

The presentation boards were entitled:  
What is a Watershed?,  completed by Chase 
Holloway and Allie Ritchey; Why is the 
Chesapeake Bay Important?, completed by 
Ava Gonsman and Hannah Freidenbloom; 
What is an Invasive Species?, completed by 

Dominic Albus, Joey Huxta and Owen Taylor; 
Is the Raystown Branch of the Juniata 
Biologically Healthy?, by Samantha Kendall, 
Mason Defibaugh, Maddy Ritchey and Joseph 
Brallier;  Is the Raystown Branch of the 
Juniata Chemically Healthy?, by Nikkiah 
Keene, Alysa Claar and Ariele Fetter. 

This summer, our Envirothon Advisor, Mr. 
Hammond, went to St. Francis to participate 
in a grant project for The Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation.  The 5th grade team and Mr. 
Hammond developed a project for the 5th 
grade to complete, fulfilling the grant 
requirements.    

Our 5th grade project was to collect macro 
invertebrates in the Raystown Branch of the 
Juniata River in the fall.  Students also 
collected data to show all the invasive plant 
species in our Environmental Park.  The 
classes will also do chemical water quality 
testing in the winter from stream samples.  
All the 5th grade students will then collect 
macro invertebrates again in the spring to 
compare our fall data collection.  

The students on the Envirothon team did a 
great job describing our project!  We are 
very proud of their efforts.  The judges and 
professors at St. Francis were quite 
impressed with the scientific study that 
these students conducted, communicated, 
and prepared!  Great Job, Kids!  
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