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Congratulations to Midkota’s new National Honor Society members! The newest inductees are Vanessa 

Vollmer, Will Spickler, Kylie Johnson, Mason Iverson and Mackenzie Miller. They were inducted 

Wednesday, March 15th in a ceremony at the high school. The guest speaker for the evening was Ms. 

Holly Utke, CEO of Dakota Central. She gave an excellent real-life message about growing up, persever-

ance, being a leader and giving back to others in service that all students can apply to their lives as they 

transition to life after high school. 

Our academic challenge 

team was in Hatton on 

March 15th for the region-

al competition. They 

placed 4th in their division 

and just missed the light-

ning round by one point. 

Good job team!  



Follow us on Facebook:  

April, 2023 
www.midkotaschools.k12.nd Midkota Messenger 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail Dreher, of Midkota was announced as one of 

the 2023 regional Scholastic Art and Writing award recipients. Abigail earned a Silver Key 
in the writing division. 

Fargo, N.D., Feb. 14, 2023 – The Red River Valley Writing Project at North Dakota State 
University and Plains Art Museum have announced the regional award recipients of the 
2023 Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. It is the country’s longest running and most pres-
tigious recognition program for creative students in grades 7-12. This year, 90 creative 
teens from North Dakota received regional honors, including Gold Keys, Silver Keys, Hon-
orable Mentions and/or American Visions and Voices nominations from the local Scholas-
tic Awards Affiliate. 

“For creative teens in North Dakota, these awards are equivalent to what the state tourna-
ments are for athletes – a recognition of hard work and a showcase of talent,” said Benja-
min Melby, director of the Red River Valley Writing Project at NDSU. “Every teen in 
North Dakota, from Belcourt to Beulah, from Williston to Wahpeton deserves recognition 
for creative talent in writing and art. 

The North Dakota state awards ceremony was held at the Plains Art Museum in Fargo. 
Over $2,500 in cash prizes was awarded at the ceremony thanks to the generous sponsorship from John Deere. The winners of NDSU 
scholarships in art and writing were announced, along with this year’s American Voices nominees. 

For Gold Key works of art and writing in the 29 categories, including architecture, painting, flash fiction, poetry, printmaking, video 
game design and more, the opportunities for recognition will continue when those works are adjudicated again on a national level by a 
panel of leading creative professionals. National gold medalists was  announced on March 22 and will be honored during a special 
awards ceremony at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in New York City in June. 

Since the program’s founding in 1923, the Awards have fostered the creativity and talent of millions of students, including renowned 
alumni who have gone on to become leaders in their fields, including Andy Warhol, Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, Philip Pearlstein, 
and Sylvia Plath. More recently, Stephen King, Richard Linklater, Zac Posen, Lena Dunham, and Amanda Gorman received Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards when they were teens. 

More information about the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers and the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is available online 
athttp://mediaroom.scholastic.com/artandwriting. 



Archery Team Attends State 
Our archery team attended their state tournament March 17 and 18 in Minot.  Students in grades 4-12 

competed well in their divisions. Six students qualified for the national tournament in either Sandy, 

Utah or Louisville, Kentucky.   In bullseye, national qualifiers were Cole Wessels  and Nolan Hoffman 

who placed 6th and 7th out of 101  participants in the elementary boy’s division.   

Avery Johnson (7th place),  

Kyle Johnson (5th place),  

Harlie Hoyt (6th place), and Jesse Wessels 

(10th place) all qualified for nationals in the  

3D tournament.  Cole, Nolan, and Jesse were also  

recognized at the state tournament for qualifying  

for all-state by having  top scores in their divisions  

throughout the state based  on their whole season.   

 

In preparation for state, the team hosted the  

Mandy Hoyt Memorial Tournament.  The meet was  

held virtually so archers could participate from  

their own schools.  About 200 archers competed  

this year! We hope to make this tournament  

an annual event . 



 

The girls team ended their season 

with a record of 3-18. They were play-

ing their best basketball at the end 

of the season and played in the  

region qualifier game to finish out 

the year. The future looks bright for 

the Griggs-Midkota Titans with lots of 

young talent on the roster. The girls 

are excited for the upcoming season 

and are ready to keep improving. 

 The Titan Boys Basketball Team ended the 

year 9-13. We had an exciting pep rally with fun 

games to send the team into the tournament on 

Monday. In districts, the boys beat Oakes in a 

rematch game, but couldn't defeat Ellendale to 

send the team to regionals. We had a fun year 

and appreciate coaches and teammates for the 

hard work they put in this season. 

Titan Boys Basketball Team By Will Spickler 

By Wyatt Spickler 





Midkota Elementary Raises Money for the 

American Heart Association  by Mrs. Dockter 

During the month of March, Midkota physical educa-

tion teacher, Dakota Hoyt, challenged Midkota Elemen-

tary students to raise money for a good cause. 

Mr. Hoyt promised the students that top fund-

raiser in each category, K-2, 3-4, and 5-6, would 

be allowed to pie him in the face. True to his 

word, Mr. Hoyt endured 3 pies to the face and 

praised his students for an excellent effort . 

Great work Midkota Elementary and congratula-

tions to Ahna Sawyer, Leah Edlund, and Avery 

Johnson!  

On March 9th, Midkota Elementary  

students were able to witness Brent 

Allan and his  

“Just for Fun” show.  

A few lucky students were  

chosen to help perform some of the 

magic tricks. Heidi Ramsey may have a 

bright future ahead of her as a magi-

cian.  

Right now Mr. Black's Ag Class is working on a 

sustainable ag project. They will be learning all about 

farming and ranching practices that build and protect 

our environment. We asked Mr. Black what his class 

will be working on next, "We will be studying different 

crops and weeds." 

 

By:   Payton  

        Sorum 

Ag News Report 



On Tuesday, March 14, Midkota's Band and Choir participated in Region 5 Large Group Music Contests at  

Carrington High School. Our Midkota Music students brought home three “1’s” (Excellent) and one “2” 

(Good) in total. Mr. Anderson received many compliments on how professional Midkota's groups were in 

presenting themselves and in their performances. Dareien Lund, an adjudicator who also heard our groups 

last year, commented “Midkota! Great improvements! I am so proud of your hard work! Keep making mu-

sic!”.  

FBLA Week was Feb. 5th—11th. 

We celebrated with professional dress day and getting ready for State Conferences,  

which was held in Bismarck on April 2-4. 

Midkota Band & Choir Compete 



The week of February 20-24 is designated as FFA week.  Midkota High School enjoyed many activities 

throughout the week. We talked to the FFA President, Cooper Timm, and asked him how the week went? 

"It went well and students and staff had a good time". We then asked him how much money they were 

expecting to raise?  "We weren’t expecting to raise too much". The results were roughly $350. Through-

out the week Ag questions we asked and prizes were given out to the students for the best dressed. At 

the end of the week, whichever teacher had the most money in their bucket, got pied in the face. The 

winners were principal, Mr. Baron and history teacher, Miss Peterson. Thank you everyone who donated 

and helped out our FFA. 

FFA Week  By: Lilly Larson 

Our Desktop students  have taken on the task of ar-

chiving  class pictures  throughout our district.  We 

have taken pictures of the senior composite pictures in 

Glenfield and recently traveled to McHenry to archive 

those class pictures.  Thank 

you to Arlene Ehlers for open-

ing up the McHenry senior 

citizen’s center and sharing  

some of McHenry’s history 

with us.  Also thank you  to 

Sherriff Justin Johnson for 

buying treats for our group at 

the café!



Mr. Veile shared an update on the house 

they have been building since the school 

year started. They are finishing up the roof, 

next they will be installing doors and win-

dows and at some point they have to do the 

shingling. In April they will be ready to work 

on the inside of the house. The house will 

soon be ready to be put up for bids. 

By: Myla Larson & Ava Schaeffer 

Right now Mr. Black's Ag Class is work-

ing on a sustainable ag project. They will 

be learning all about farming and ranching 

practices that build and protect our envi-

ronment. We asked Mr. Black what his 

class will be working on next, "We will be 

studying different crops and weeds." 

By: Payton Sorum 

Ag News Report 
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Upcoming  Dates to  Remember: 

May 12th Tutoring /Professional Development   - No School 

May 18th End of Quarter 4 

May 18th Last Day of School 

May 20th Graduation— 2:00 pm  at the High School campus. 

 

** Watch your mail this summer for Pre-School information. 

If you’re not sure whether your child is on the list , don’t hesitate to call  

the school at 701-676-2511. 

Update: 
The Living Wax Museum will be held April 20th 

@ 2:00 PM 


