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Midkota Mystery 
Machine by: Mrs. Dockter 

Guess what Midkota? It’s time for Reading 

Month, and we are super excited here at the 

elementary! This year our theme will be “The 

Midkota Mystery Machine,” and we will focus 

our activities and energy on the mystery genre. 

Students will kick-off Reading Month on March 

1st when they discover a mystery that needs to 

be solved at the elementary. Classes will read 

to receive more clues about the culprit as they 

try to discern who is responsible for the mis-

chief in our building. Get out your magnifying 

glasses and your detective hats; Midkota Ele-

mentary is on the case!  

Spotlight on Mr. Ryan Baron 

What made you choose this career path?  

When I was in high school, I worked in a funeral home and considered 

pursuing mortuary science.  However, it seems my parents decided my 

major was to be Computer Science.  That major involved taking many 

math classes which led to me working in the Math Skills Center tutoring 

college math students.  That positive experience led me to change my 

major to Math Education.   After teaching math a few years, I decided to 

get my Masters in Ed Leadership so I could either pursue a leadership 

position or I could teach college math courses.   I ended up doing BOTH 

and have truly enjoyed it. 

What is your favorite subject or period?  

Lunch has to be my favorite time.  Not only because the lunches at 

Midkota are top-notch, but because it is the time I get to converse with 

students.   I enjoy having conversations with students and staff that 

pass by as I supervise the hallway.   In the elementary, it is a time for 

me to sit down and have lunch and conversation time with the stu-

dents.  

What is your favorite part of this school?  

There isn’t anything not to like.  This is a great school district.   The 

staff, students, and families are amazing.  The only thing I wish was 

different was that we had larger buildings because we need the space.  

  

What is your favorite class?  

It is biased of me to say mathematics because that was my major.  How-

ever, when I walk around to classrooms, I find that I enjoy listening in on 

and watching lessons in all grades and contents.  Midkota has great 

teachers that strive to teach engaging lessons.  

  

What is your favorite part of being a Principal/Superintendent?  

Doing both roles can be challenging in itself, not to mention trying to get 

between two buildings.   However, I enjoy the challenge.  Being Superin-

tendent allows me to use my skills in finance, management, and educa-

tion to oversee the day-to-day operational success of a district.   Being 

Principal allows me to use my knowledge and background in education 

to positive impact student learning while also building connections with 

students and staff in the buildings on a daily basis.  

Being Superintendent-only can be quite lonely.   The Principal role truly 

brings enjoyment to my day because I am able to interact much more 

with students and staff.  

Mr. Baron 





Presidents, Presidents, Presidents!  
The U.S. Presidents from Washington to Lincoln  

Following a brief intermission, the Midkota   

5th and 6th grade musical has returned!  

Wednesday, March 29th at 9am in Binford 
Wednesday, April 5th at 2:30pm in Glenfield 

Free and open to the public! Duration is approximately 

Our 6th graders just wrapped up 
their catapult PBL (project based 
learning). Some highlights of the ex-
perience were creating and launch-
ing the catapult, working with 
friends, and collaborating as a team 

to be creative!  



CARTER SPITZER 
Nickname: Spitz 

Parent Names: Ryan and Cassie Spitzer 

Siblings: Cale &  Crosby 

Future plans: Take over the family farm. 

What do you see yourself doing in the next 5-10 years? Farmin’ 

What would be three adjectives to describe you?   Athletic, leader, funny 

Favorite class you have taken at Midkota: Building Trades 

10 years from now, I will still laugh about: Ty trying to eat a quarter in Mrs. Black’s class. 

Most famous person you have met: Prairie S. 

If you could invite two famous people to dinner, who would you invite and why? Trump & Ben Shapiro 

Favorite Athlete(s): Lakin Ronningen, Cale Spitzer  

Favorite Saying/Quote: “It is what it is.” “It’s fine.” 

Pet peeve: People yelling for no reason. 

What would be your ideal job?  Farmin’ 

Favorite TV Show: OBX 

Favorite Group(s): Da Boyz 

Favorite Student(s): Butch, Kaylee 

Favorite Music: Country, Rap  

Mom always thought I was: A trouble maker. 

Favorite hobby/pastime: Moto cross; farmin’ 

I’m proudest about: Making it to senior year. 

Do you have any hidden talents? No.  

Activities Involved in: Basketball, FBLA 

Favorite memory of those sports/activity?  

Going to regionals.  



You’re Invited to  

Ms. Larson’s 4th graders 

Living Wax  

Museum 

Our students will be hosting a biograph-

ical interactive wax museum honoring in-

fluential people from the past and pre-

sent. You will have the opportunity to 

“meet” historical and modern day charac-

ters chosen by the students. Come hear  

their character’s life story simply by push-

ing a button! 

Thursday, April 6th
 

2:00– 2:45 p.m.  

In the elementary gym  

**open to public** 



Celebrate Good Times ….Come On!      By: Mrs. Dockter 

Well there is no doubt about it: Winter in North Dakota is not for the faint of heart! Any place that has 

snow and cold for pretty close to half the year definitely tests the endurance of those who live there. 

In addition to the cold and the snow, we also experience a decrease in sunshine during the winter. 

Indeed those living in northern climates are often more prone to Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD). 

This includes children. Yes, while we often don’t think about it, children can experience this just as 

adults do. Symptoms in children include, an increase in appetite (especially for simple carbs), trouble 

concentrating, sleeping more (think hard to get up in the morning), changes in mood, negative think-

ing, loss of interest, and lack of motivation.  

While nothing can take the place of a good old-fashioned dose of sunshine, one of the ways we try to 

combat the winter blahs at school is with celebrations. Every few weeks, we try to have something for 

everyone to look forward to, whether that’s Kindness Week, 100 Day, Valentines Day, Reading 

Month, Pi Day, or something else. As educators, we seek out or create opportunities to recharge stu-

dent excitement and engagement. I, personally, find that it not only increases student morale, but it 

does wonders for my own mood as well. If our students are excited, I am excited. So if you or your 

student have the winter blahs, go ahead and plan some celebrations. This could be family movie 

night with pizza and popcorn on Fridays or a weekend trip to somewhere with a pool. Post these 

events where you can all see them and check in with each other about how excited you are for it to 

happen. Winter will be over before we know it!  

**For more information about SAD in children you can visit: www.kidshealth.org 

Midkota Elementary participated in the Great Kindness Challenge 2023 with our Kindness 

Week Jan. 23-27. Students and staff enjoyed finding special ways to show kindness to 

those around us, whether at the high school, our community, or right here in our own 

building. We wanted to take this picture so that we could send some of that kindness to 

you! Thank you to Mrs. Perleberg and Jade Boote for their excellent photography skills.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
E: Subs 
HS: Chicken 
Fried Steak 

2 
 
E: Chili 
HS: Taco in a 
Bag 

3 4 

5 6 
E: Chicken 
Nuggets & 
Mac-N-Cheese 
HS: Orange  
Chicken & 
Rice 

7 
 
E: Spaghetti 
HS: Spaghetti 

8 
 
E: Scalloped  
Potatoes & 
Ham  
HS: Pulled 
Pork 

9 
 
E: Meatballs &  
Gravy 
HS: Chicken 
Bowls 

10 
 
E: Soup & 
Grilled Cheese 
HS: Pizza 
Sticks 

11 

12 13 
 
E: Pizza Sticks 
HS: Chicken 
Strips 

14 
 
E: Breakfast 
HS: Mac-N-
Cheese & 
Corndogs 

15 
 
E: Taco in a 
Bag 
HS: Breakfast 

16 
 
E: Fish Sticks 
HS: Soup &  
Sandwiches 

17 18 

19 20 
 
E: Chicken 
Burgers 
HS: Crispitos 

21 
 
E: Stroganoff  
HS: Chili 

22 
 
E: Burritos  
HS: Hamburg-
ers 

23 
 
E: Turkey 
HS: Scalloped  
Potatoes & 
Ham 

24 
 
E: Soup &  
Sandwich 
HS: BBQ’s 

25 

26 27 
 
E: Crispitos  
HS: Meatloaf 

28 
 
E: Hamburgers 
HS: Hot Dogs 
& Polish Sau-
sage 

29 
 
E: Pizza 
HS: Chicken  
Burgers 

30 
 
E: Hotdish 
HS: Fettucine  
Alfredo 

31 
 
E: Cooks 
Choice 
HS: Stew  

 



 

There may be people that have more talent 

than you, but there is no excuse for anyone to 

work harder than you do.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 1:30p Early Out 
2p-8p Parent/
Teacher  
Conferences @ 
MHS 

3 
NO SCHOOL 

Parent/Teacher 
Comp Day 

4 
Speech @  
Carrington 

5 6 
E-VB Practice 
Starts @ MES 

7 
E-VB Practice 
@ MES 

8 9  
BBB Regions @ 
Jamestown; Lyce-
um @ MES; ACT 
Testing—Jrs.;  E-
VB Practice @ 

MHS 

10 
End Q34 
E-VB Practice @ 
MHS 

11 
Speech @ MHS 

12 13 
4:30p  E-VB @ 
Carrington 

14 
E-VB Practice 
@ MES 

15 
5p National  
Honor Society  
Induction @ 
MHS 

16 
4p E-VB @ 
McVille 

17 NO 
SCHOOL 

Spring Break 
3:45p E-VB  
Practice @ MHS 

18 

19 20 
Baseball & 
Softball Prac-
tice Starts 
E-VB Practice 
@ MHS 

21 
4:30p E-VB @ 
MHS vs New  
Rockford 

22 23 
E-VB Practice @ 
MHS 

24 
E-VB Practice @ 
MES 

25 
Speech @ BCN 

26 27 
E-VB Practice 
@ MEs 

28 
4p E-VB @ 
MES vs. Dako-
ta Prairie 

29 
9a 5th & 6th 
Grade Musical 
@ MES 

30 
4:30p E-VB @ 
MHS vs Carring-
ton 

31 
E-VB Practice @ 
MHS 

 





Here at 

Midkota, we 

appreciate all 

our local busi-

nesses and 

the support 

they give our 

school. 


