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Greetings Midkota Families, 

  It has been an honor to be part of the Midkota community for these past four months.  I 

have  truly enjoyed meeting the students, families, and community members of this district.   

If you haven’t already   done so, please feel free to stop me if you see me at a game or activi-

ty and introduce yourself.   It is   nice to be able to put faces to names and to connect stu-

dents to their families. 

School is moving along quickly.  We are already through Quarter 1 and nearly through fall 

sports!   Football finished the season with a 2-6 record with some very exciting games played along the way.   The team 

showed a lot of heart in their games.   The Junior High team also played some great games.   

 I ran clock for the home JH footballs games so I was able to really see the extensive growth of the team from the first 

game to the last game.  I want to take a moment to thank the players, coaches and parents for an exciting football season.     

Volleyball (at the writing of this article) is currently in the District 5 playoffs and fighting for a spot in the region tournament.   

The Titans lost their first match but are still able to gain a spot in the Region tournament through the playback bracket.   

Good luck to the Titan ladies as they fight to keep their season alive! 

In the classroom, great things have gone on every day.  I have been fortunate to see this in both the elementary and high 

school.  However, for my article this month, I want to focus on the Building Trades class.   If you drive by the high school, 

you will see a wooden barge-like structure sitting in the lot east of the school.   That structure is the start of a cabin project 

by Mr. Veile’s Building Trades classes.   The classes are starting from the ground up to build a full cabin with a bathroom, 

bedroom, kitchen, living room area and loft.  By doing this project, students in the classes will learn about all aspects of 

the building process – from setting floor joists, to shingling a roof, to installing dry wall.   Students will also get real-time 

lessons in plumbing, electrical work and HVAC from licensed professionals as those professionals perform the tasks.  The 

plan is to eventually sell the house.   From the looks of the blueprints, it should be an awesome cabin when it is complet-

ed.  Mr. Veile has many years of construction experience, so his students are under the supervision of an extremely 

qualified instructor.   The great thing is that this project will cover multiple content areas.    

 



Elementary Fall Apparel Order 

 The Elementary Apparel Order    through "Originals" in  

Jamestown  will open the first week of November and run 

through December. Orders will be printed and shipped  

every two weeks until Christmas. Both Mustang and  

Titan options will be available. As soon as the online store 

front is ready, we will post the link on both our website  

and Facebook.  

 

     Happy shopping Midkota!  

Mrs. Halvorson’s Financial Literacy class has been tasked with bankrolling the project.   The class is set to meet 

with Farmers & Merchants Bank to make financial decisions about the project and to decide what the best course of 

action is to fund this project – in particular if the school should take out a loan a loan or apply for a line of credit.  

The banker is going to discuss with the class the benefits and downfalls of each and then decide which is best.  The 

class, under the direction of Mrs. Halvorson, will then be in charge of the paperwork.  This project will give students 

some great real-world experience in the building, banking and finance processes of a project.  Each time you drive 

by the high school, take a look at the progress the building trades classes are making.   Walls will start going up 

soon!  I am excited to watch this project advance.  

Lastly, there are a couple housekeeping items to mention – 1) Parent-Teacher Conferences are on Thursday, No-

vember 3 from 2-8 pm at Midkota Elementary School in Binford.  School will have early dismissal at 1:30 on that 

day. 2) School will not be in session on Friday, November 4, Friday, November 11 for Veterans Day and November 

24/25 for Thanksgiving. 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you wish to talk.  The number here is 701-785-2126 and my email is 

ryan.baron@k12.nd.us 

Enjoy the mild weather! 

Regards, 

    

Ryan Baron 

Superintendent/High School Principal 

mailto:ryan.baron@k12.nd.us
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The Midkota Magic By: Mrs. Dockter 

Recently, I was at a Midkota Elementary basketball game in Binford. As I gazed around the gym, I 

was struck by how many teachers and staff, present and past were also there, supporting our 

students and the team. A number of these individuals were also former Midkota graduates. One 

was running clock, one was refereeing, another was coaching, and still others were there show-

ing our students how much they care as they make an investment of time in their lives. It gave 

me a warm feeling to see in action the magic that is Midkota. 

We are a school and community that is not afraid to “show up” 

for each other. We are aware that actions do indeed speak loud-

er than words.  

After the game, I also had the privilege of watching families in-

teract with other families. It is amazing to me to see friendships 

between people that has stood the test of time and remained 

strong through multiple generations. What a powerful testament 

for our young ones to witness! 

This tight-knit community, which esteems kindness and lending 

a hand, clearly does an exceptional job of imparting these same values to succeeding genera-

tions. One need look no further than all of the former Midkota graduates who have returned 

home to teach, build a life, or raise a family. In some extraordinary type of “pay it forward,” peo-

ple often return to Midkota, not only because of a strong sense of belonging, but also to pass 

along the caring and support that so many of us have felt here.  

Keep it up Midkota! Your investment in your students, school and community does not go unno-

ticed. The “magic” is definitely in the air.  

  Fall Parent Teacher Conferences will be      

 Thursday, November 3rd from 2-8 PM in Binford.  

  **Students will be dismissed at 1:30 PM.  

  



  Midkota School would like  

  to show our appreciation for 

the wonderful bus drivers we have. 

October is Bus Safety month, and it 

also seemed like a great time to rec-

ognize our out-

standing bus driv-

ers. Thank you for 

getting us to and 

from school safely and for being the first smile we see on 

our way to school. We think you are “wheelie” great! 
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Ty Kulsrud 
Nickname: Lizzy Man 

Parent Names: Laura and Jay Kulsrud 

Siblings: Lane and Tanner 

Future plans:  

 Go to BSC for Farm & Ranch Management. 

What do you see yourself doing in the next 5-10 years? 

  Ranchin and Farmin 

What would be your ideal job?  

 Someone who gets paid to travel the world. 

What would be three adjectives to describe you? Funny, kind, prankster 

Favorite Group(s): Da Bozys, golf, FFA, FBLA 

Favorite Student(s): Pickle Boy aka Wyatt Spickler, Brady Anderson, Carter Spitzer 

Favorite Class you have taken at Midkota: Building Trades 

Favorite song during your time in High School: Thunderstruck by ACDC 

10 years from now, I will still laugh about:  

 Choking on a quarter in Mrs. Braaten’s room in 8th grade. 

Most famous person you have met: Carson Wentz 

If you could invite two famous people to dinner, who would you invite and why? Justin 

  Jefferson because he is on my favorite football team and Josh Allen because he  

 can sling the ball. 

Pet peeve: Miss Davis not letting me play farming simulator in class. 

Favorite TV Show: Outer Banks 
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Ty Kulsrud continued... 

Favorite Music: Country 

Favorite Athlete(s): Josh Allen 

Favorite Saying/Quote: “This is junk!” – Ty Kulsrud 

Mom always thought I was: Full of fun! 

Favorite hobby/pastime: Golf and showing livestock. 

I’m proudest about: My heifer. 

Do you have any hidden talents?  Giving Miss Davis gray hairs. 

Sports/ activities Involved in: FFA, FBLA, 4-H, Golf, Basketball 

How many seasons/ years where you involved in those sports/activities?  

FFA – 2 years, FBLA – 2 years, 4 – H – 9 years, Golf – 3 years, and Basketball – 4 years 

What do you like most about the sports/activities you were involved in?  

Goof around and have a good time with friends and classmates. 

Favorite memory of those sports/activity? I got to go to nationals in Chicago for FBLA,  

showing livestock for 4-H, and going to regionals in basketball. 

Who influenced you to play sports or become involved in Activities: 

 Wyatt Spickler, Brady Anderson, and my parents. 

Sports Jersey Number: 40 

My teammates think: I am funny. 

Advice for future teammates? Try your hardest and don’t get yelled at. 

What would you like to say to teachers and coaches? Thank you for all of the hard work at  

helping me be successful in and outside of school. 
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Where are you from? – I grew up 

in Horace, ND. I now live in 

McHenry since 2016. 

Do you prefer staying up late or wak-

ing up early in the morning? – I 

would rather wakeup early, 

but staying up late is easier 

than getting up early. Lately 

late for me is 10 PM ;0)  

What energizes and drains you when 

you're at work? – The kids ener-

gize me. Seeing them laugh 

and socialize keeps me going. 

Nothing really drains me but 

dishes are not my favor-

ite! :0)  

What's one thing that has made you 

smile recently? – When my 

youngest Kolter said “I love 

you” to me for the first time! 

.Do you have any pets? What are 

they like? – OH Yes! Two dogs. 

Chocolate lab Gunner. He’s a 

big clown! River is our crazy 

beagle who loves everyone! 

Four outside cats, Brewtus, 

Elsa, Midge & Chicken Nug-

get.  

What destination do you hope to visit 

one day? – Greece! A villa over-

looking the ocean sound 

beautiful!! 

Are you reading any books current-

ly? – Not right now. Any sug-

gestions? 

What did you want to be when you 

were younger? – A teacher! A 

nurse! A hairstylist! 

Fun fact: I worked as a stylist 

for 2 years before moving to 

McHenry.  

  

New Staff Member Ms. Christina Mischke  

Christmas is just around the corner!!! 

The Elementary Program is  

December 2nd @ 7:00 in Binford. 

The High School Concert will be held  

December 12th @ 7:00 PM in Glenfield. 
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Nickname: B, B-rae, Bill,  

Dad’s nicknames; Super B, Nisa b, Nisa Chauer 

Parent Names: Howard & Candi Ehlers 

Siblings: Zac, Brandi, Michela, Hannah 

Future plans: Eventually taking over the  

family business in raising bucking bulls. 

What do you see yourself doing in the next  

5-10 years? On the road, hauling bulls to PBRs. 

What would be your ideal job? Anything to do with animals. 

What would be three adjectives to describe you? Positive, Sweet, Respectful 

Favorite Group(s): Senior Class 

Favorite Student(s): Brody Hoyt 

Favorite Class you have taken at Midkota: Supervised Ag Experience  

Favorite song during your time in High School: Sold by John Michael Montgomery 

10 years from now, I will still laugh about:  

 When Ty flashed me on the bus in kindergarten. 

Most famous person you have met: Dillion Page … Legend 

If you could invite two famous people to dinner, who would you invite and why?  

Cody Johnson& Jesus.  Because Cody is my favorite artist & Jesus is King. 

Pet peeve: Dog hair on my clothes, people being loud when I’m trying to focus &  

my mom’s driving. 

Favorite TV Show: Heartland 

Favorite Music: Country/Christian 

 

 

Bailey Rae Ehlers 
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Bailey Ehlers continued... 
Favorite Athlete(s): Brienna Ehlers 

Favorite Saying/Quote: Philippians 3:14 “I can do all things  

 through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Mom always thought I was: I was a brat.  

 Hard headed just like her father. 

I’m proudest about: Being announced at the Binford Bull  

 ride in front of all my family and friends.  

 How far I’ve come with the bucking bull industry and sport. 

Do you have any hidden talents?  Dad said my hidden talent is that I’m a bull whisperer. 

Sports/ activities Involved in: Basketball & Track 

 How many years where you involved in those sports/activities? 9 yrs in Basketball /6 yrs in Track 

What do you like most about the sports/activities you were involved in? I like the contact 

 in basketball and the thrill of the game. Track, I like the fact that you’re competing for  

 yourself and seeing how far you’ve come. 

Favorite memory of those sports/activity? Over all, having Nancy as my track coach! & playing  

 sports with our foreign exchange student Leila! 

Who influenced you to play sports or become involved in Activities: 

 Growing up going to my brother & sisters games pushed me to wnt to play like them. 

Sports Jersey Number: Basketball #4 

My teammates think: I am hard working and positive. 

Advice for future teammates? No matter if you’re winning or losing, always be positive and have  

 a good attitude. Coaches love those kind of players! 

What would you like to say to teachers and coaches? Thank you for pushing me to do my best and  

 be the best. 
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FAFSA Completion 
Seniors and parents, the 

online Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

window opened on October 1, 

2022.  All seniors planning to 

attend college in the fall of 

2023 need to file a FAFSA ap-

plication online.  FAFSA Appli-

cations can be found  

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-

app/ROLES .  North Dakota’s 

priority deadline is April 

15, 2023. Parents 2021 income 

tax information should be 

used. 

FSAID Numbers  

Seniors, parents, and borrowers are required to use an FSA ID, made up 

of a username and password, to access certain U.S. Department of Edu-

cation websites. Your FSA ID is used to confirm your identity when access-

ing your financial aid information and electronically signing your federal 

student aid documents such as the FAFSA. FSAID are create 

at https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch .  To create an 

FSA ID, you must have a valid E-mail address (do not use your school K12 

email), your social security number and demographic information about 

yourself.  

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/ROLES
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/ROLES
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

E: 4th Grade 
Choice 
HS: Chicken 
Bowls 

2 
E: Pizza 
HS: Rib Sand-
wiches 

3 
E: 1st Grade 
Choice 
HS: Pizza 

4 
NO SCHOOL 

P/T Comp. Day 

5 

6 7 
E: 2nd Grade 
Choice 
HS: Beef Stew 

8 
E: Scalloped 
Potatoes & Ham 
HS: Hot Ham & 
Cheese 

9 
E: Chili 
HS: Chicken 
Fried Steak 

10 
E: 3rd Grade 
Choice 
HS: Subs 

11 
NO SCHOOL 
Veterans Day 

12 

13 14 
E: Pizza 
HS: Tacos 

15 
E: Kindergarten 
Choice 
HS: Chicken 
Strips 

16 
E: Polish Sau-
sage 
HS: Pizza 
Hotdish 

17 
E: Hamburgers 
HS: Crispitos  

18 
E: 5th Grade 
Choice 
HS: French Dips 
& Soup 

19 

20 21 
E: Pork Roast 
HS: Breakfast 

22 
E: 6th Grade 
Choice 
HS: Chili 

23 
E: Biscuits & 
Gravy 
HS: Chicken 
Burgers 

24 
NO SCHOOL 

Happy Thanks-
giving 

25 
NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

26 

27 28 
E: Pizza Hotdish 
HS: Fettuccine 
Alfredo 

29 
E: Chicken 
Burgers 
HS:  Mini Corn-
dogs & Mac-N-
Cheese 

30 
E: Hamburger  
Stroganoff 
HS: BBQ’s 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 1p Leading Edge 

Equipment Present-
er @ MHS; Gr. 9-
12; 1:30p Early 
Dismissal;  2p-8p 
Parent/Teacher  
Conf. @ MES 

4 
NO SCHOOL 

P/T Comp Day 

5 

6 7 
4:30p E-BBB @ 
MHS vs. Car-
rington 
 

8 9  
School Picture  
Re-Takes  
MHS Theatre 
Field Trip 

10 
Regional VB 
Tourney @ Na-
poleon 
4p E-BBB @ 
MES vs. Dakota 
Prairie 

11 
NO SCHOOL 
Veterans Day 

12 
MHS Theatre  
Performing for Nel-
son Co. Arts Council 
@  
Pekin 

13 14 
GBB Practice 
Starts 
4:30p E-BBB @ 
MES vs. Lakota 

15 
4:30p E-BBB @  
Buchanan 

16 17 
4p E-BBB @ 
GCC 

18 19 
TBA GBB 
Scrimmage @ 
Cavalier; V, JV 

20 21 
4p E-BBB @ 
MES vs. GCC 

22 23 24 
NO SCHOOL 

Happy Thanks-
giving 

25 
NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving 

Break 

26 

27 28 
BBB Practice 
Starts 

29 30    

Don’t cry over the past, it’s gone. 

Don’t stress about the future,  

it hasn’t arrived.  

Live in the present and make it 

beautiful.  







The After-School Blues 

“When you have kids with dyslex-
ia or any challenging learning dif-
ferences, you may witness some-
thing called after school restraint 
collapse. They've held in their 
emotions and held it together ALL 
day in school. When they get 
home, they seemingly unleash. 
This can look like meltdowns, low patience, low energy or trigger arguments 
with caregivers and siblings. Even a simple request to sit down and complete 
homework can feel like a heavy lift to kids. 

Sound familiar? 

Kids who experience after school restraint collapse may need some downtime. 
Getting a drink and a snack, fresh air, connection with you, and simply just 
quiet space before jumping into homework are things we can be mindful of 
when it comes to this situation. In the world of busy schedules, it can be chal-
lenging for families, but when we look at it through the lens of a child, offering 
that time to unwind will pay off. If you are seeing after school restraint col-
lapse, I recommend chatting with the teachers who work with your child dur-
ing the school day.”  -Emily Gibbons 



It's That Time of Year... 

With colder temperatures come more indoor time and an increased chance to transmit germs. 
Please make sure that the school office has your most recent contact information, so that we 
can reach you should your student become sick during the course of the school day. 

In conjunction with that, it would be a great idea to fill out the over the counter medication 
permission form (located on our school’s website: www.midkotaschools.com) and leave 
some Tylenol with the office, so that we may administer medication to your student should 
they not feel well. We CANNOT give your student any medication without your express per-
mission. 

Also now that our days are turning decidedly colder, please talk with your students about 
what to wear for outdoor gear. We do have recess outside on a daily basis unless it rains (or 
is below 0, but let’s hope that’s not the case for a while). Double check with students to see 
that winter boots, coats, and snow pants still fit and track down that missing mitten. 

Thank you, Mrs. Dockter 

 Rockin’ the  

50th Day  

of School! 
 

(Ms. Hoyt, Mrs. LaPlant, Ms. Larson, Mrs. 


