
HAMPTON SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 16, 2021 

  

Present: Les Shepard, Chair 

 Ginny Bridle 

 Frank DeLuca 

 Peppa Ring 

 Andrea Shepard 

Others Present: Dr. Lois Costa, Superintendent SAU 90, Mariah Curtis Director of Finance for SAU90 

Call to Order – Chairman Shepard 6:00pm 

Pledge of Allegiance 6:00pm 
 
Chairman gives opening remarks surrounding tonight’s agenda. A reminder to talk directly into 
microphone and public can call in to speak. 
 
6:03pm Dr. Costa and administrators give insight into what learning looks like during COVID-19.  
-It has always been a School Board goal to return to brick and mortar.  
-Many districts have called Hampton to see what they’ve been doing to avoid shutdowns, etc. and how 
they’re having the success of the hybrid model. 
-Was said from the get-go that they would always follow all CDC guidelines.  
-The hybrid model helps with contact tracing. A lot of schools have had to shut down due to lack of 
contact tracing.  
-To date we have had no school closures.  
-SAU90 is about 1000 students over three schools. Have been compared to smaller towns with smaller 
schools. We are most comparable to Exeter in terms of size and they have just started in-person 
learning. 
-In conversations with superintendent at WHS and she says if 25% do not chose remote they may not be 
able to go in person 
-2 adults for every class would be needed to meet the CDC guidelines full in-person learning. 
-There would potentially be an impact to the program, lunch schedules, etc. It could also mean shifts in 
floor plans, schedules, and students’ classes/teachers.  The schools that have gone to full in person 
learning are releasing at 1pm to allow staff planning time and lunches. 
-Principals are subbing in classes because they don’t have the substitutes.  
-Advantages and concerns of returning full time are discussed 
 
Principals will discuss each of their schools. 
 
 
 



Hampton School Board 
February 16, 2021 
Page 2 
 
6:17pm Mr. O Connor Hampton Academy Principal 
-middle school set up (teams, multiple teachers, etc.) make it difficult. The teachers move around 
instead of the students moving around. 
-everyone wants kids back five days, but we want to do it safely. 
-IA staff and support staff would need to help teachers with staffing the classrooms for a full in person 
learning model. 
-The cafeteria would not be able to be used. 
-Safety first but staff will do anything they need to 
 
6:26pm Nathan Saddler Marston School Principal 
-Number one job is to keep everyone safe. Whatever we are doing has to be operating within that 
realm. 
-Having kids there 5 days a week makes jobs, days easier but we must do it safely. 
-“we are still in school” and we’ve been open, a lot of places can’t say that 
-Needs to find alternate locations for people to work. 
-Would need to find 13 other bodies to be able to staff the classrooms appropriately. Cohorts still 
wouldn’t be interacting in order to be able to contact trace accordingly. 
-Everyone needs to stay safe 
 
6:30pm Tim Lannan, Centre School Principal  
-the most unique year in his 30+ years of education. 
-Let’s stop and pause, we have all done a great job 
-Following CDC guidelines, not mixing cohorts. Nobody has been excluded from recess and in a normal 
year that’s not always the case. The kids developed the kids on their own. This is one of the positive 
things. 
-No matter what the education model is, we must keep the sense of community that has been 
developed.  
 
Dr. Costa mentions Keith Lessard and Mary Borg would make sure all kids are fed, buildings are clean, 
etc.  
 
6:38pm Dr. DaSilva Knapton Director of Student Services 
We’re just trying to make sure we make the best decisions. Special ed classrooms would need to be 
used so not sure where the students would get the services. We will do what is best for all kids based on 
the information that is in front of us. 
 
Dr. Costa says SAU90 has always been a district that focuses on the social emotional learning of the 
students. 
 
6:41pm Karen Brand, Hampton Academy Nurse speaks. 
-Recommended middle and high school students should stay remote due to higher chance of 
transmission. 
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-NH Department of public health lead by Dr. Ben Chan. Their team responds and works on governor’s 
task force and answer to the governor. They suggest that each school does what is best for their schools 
and school buildings. Minimizing number of people, space, etc. They also want to enforce daily 
mitigation strategies.  
-Hopefully by April school staff will start getting vaccines. 
-We all want students back but need to do it safely.  
-Outlines what it would look like if students had to quarantine and the cycle of it. 
 
Dr. Costa mentions there is a survey out there that parents can complete. They will count the last survey 
that parents complete, and they have until Friday at 9am to complete survey. We want to hear from the 
parents, we don’t shy away, and we recognize these are your schools and children and we want to do 
what we can to make it work but we need to do what’s best for everyone. 
 
6:49pm Chairman opens floor for discussion. 
 
Dan Griffin of Presidential Circle speaks.  
 
Michelle Croteau of 65 Carolyn Ave speaks 
 
Nathan Page of 200 Drakeside Road speaks. Wants to clarify why there needs to be two staff per 
classroom and that CDC says minimum of 3 feet apart. 
 
Dr. Costa addresses the questions and that the 6 feet is recommended by the CDC/DHHS. Because of the 
spacing and the size of the classroom there would potentially be a spill over into a second classroom 
requiring a second teacher.  
 
Thorwald Ave Jenna Manning(name?) in favor of current hybrid model.  
 
Katrina June 333 Winnacunnet Road addresses Hampton’s most vulnerable populations, the seniors.  
 
5 Fieldstone Circle Brian-addresses next school year. Is wondering what it will look like next year 
 
Mr. Shepard says there’s three phone calls coming in 
 
Megan follows up on the question regarding next year’s plan around COVID.  
 
Amy Murphy calls in to speak in favor of the current education model (hybrid) 
 
Jenna Nadeau 21 St Cyr Drive parent, teacher and member of community.  
 
Nicole 17 Birch Road Hampton 
 
Mercedes McCoy speaks 
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Kyla Ronerbrand of Juniper Lane speaks. 
 
Mary Martin teacher in town of Hampton speaks. 
 
Colleen Poisson of Josephine Drive speaks. 
 
Jessica Parsons speaks. 
 
Candice O Neil 9 Penniman Lane speaks. 
 
William Lewis 9 Carolyn Ave speaks. 
 
Sarah Elliott speaks. 
 
Chairman says the next step is to finish the parent survey Friday by 9PM. Again, the last survey 
submitted by each person will be the one counted.  
 
Ryan Juman of Winnacunnet Road-not a one size fits all for all schools.  
 
The School Board Members give final remarks and thanks everyone. 
 
Mrs. Shepard speaks 
 
Ms. Bridle speaks, urges parents to fill out the survey. 
 
Mr. DeLuca speaks. 
 
Ms. Ring speaks 
 
Nonpublic Session 8:14pm Motion to go into nonpublic session made by Chairman. Seconded by Mrs. 
Ring. Roll Call Vote Yes 5 No 0 
 
The Board returned to Public session. A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. DeLuca, seconded by 

Mrs. Ring at 8:35pm. 

Roll Call Vote Yes 5 No 0 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Colleen Poisson 
Secretary 
 


