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“And no one after drinking old wine desires new…”  When Jesus raises the necessity of putting new wine 
into new wineskins he is referencing two realities.  First the natural reality that there will always be new, 
and second, that in the case of the new (like new wine), new “wineskins” are a necessity.  But there is 
this third reality that is tied into human nature—that there is, in the case of new and old wine and many 
other things (as a general principle), a lack of desire for the new.   This is because the old is, in fact, 
good.  But is it good enough, now?  Unchecked, that lack of desire for “new” can lead one to miss out on 
what could be as important as one’s eternal destination! 
 
I.  The new is good because it _____________ the realities of change, Luke 5:36-38. 
 
 A.  The need for new is driven by natural ___________. 
 
  1.  Old things wear out. 
 
  2.  Old things run out. 
 
 B.  The need for new is driven by natural ___________. 
 
  1.  Time marches on, seasons change. 
 
  2.  A new reality necessitates new approaches. 
 
II.  The new is good because it ___________timeless purposes, Luke 5:27-32. 
 
 A.  New ways expand ___________. 
 
 B.  New ways fulfill old ___________. 
 
 C.  New ways address a changing ___________. 
 
III.  The new is good when it ___________what is valuable in the old. 
 
 A.  There is a need to stay grounded on the ___________. 
 
 B.  There is a need to avoid thinking new is ___________. 
 
 C.  There is a need to apply past ___________to the new season. 
 
The old is good, the new is good.  But neither are all good, or always good at all times, when it comes to 
a world tainted by the realities of sin and its consequences.  So, neither is to be rejected or embraced 
without discernment and evaluation.  It may be that most of the time both new and the old will 
contribute in different ways to a best present result, as they work together in perfect harmony. 



 
Consider something you have (or would like to have) that is new.  Make a list 
of why the new is good.  If it is replacing something old, why is that needed, or 
a good idea?  If it is genuinely new (something you have not had in the past), 
what makes it needed now (changing family circumstances, new technology, 

etc.)?  Parents, with your kids make a list of things that are totally new (did not exist before) 
during your lifetime.  For more fun, consider things totally new in your parents (kids’ 
grandparents) lifetime.  Why do we have these new things, and is there room to debate 
whether every new thing is actually good? 
 
FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1.  Just to process the concept of change from old to new, consider the telephone.  From hand-

crank to operator connections to rotary dial to push button to “brick” to flip to “smart”…how 

many iterations have you lived through?  Was each new version better, and why or why not?  

What aspects of the “new wine” (in this case, a new evolving social context) made these “new 

wineskins” (in this case, vehicle for communication) more helpful, or even necessary?  Are you 

ever tempted to say “the old is better”?  (Review Ecclesiastes 7:10). 

 

2.  Go back to Luke 5:30.  Why did the Pharisees “grumble” (ESV) about the practice of Jesus 

and his disciples?  How did Jesus’ answer (vv. 31-32) express the need for such practice, in 

contrast to the rigid separation of the Pharisees?  What was the “new wine” in this situation, 

and what “new wineskins” were needed? 

 

3.  A garment has functional purposes—warmth and modesty at least, possibly more.  A 

wineskin has a functional purpose, the preservation of wine.  In either case there is a core 

reality (a body, or wine) that is served by this function.   In Jesus’ use of these illustrations (Luke 

5:36-38) to explain what was happening with his presence, Jesus himself is the core reality. The 

functional purpose of the law was to show the need for Jesus, the coming savior (Galatians 

3:24).  But in this new season of his presence the needed function was a call to repentance 

extended to all sinners (Luke 5:32).  Why is it necessary to maintain the distinction between the 

core reality and the function, especially when it comes to change?   
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