
 

 

 

  

 

  

OAKLYN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shaping Lives for the Future 

 

 

 

April 23, 2021 

  

  

Dear Oaklyn School Community, 

  

Hope you each had a great Earth week. With so many changes taking place at this time of year, it is critically important 

that we take time to reflect on our practices and share with the community. It is also important to hear from and celebrate 

the efforts of our incredible students and our amazing educators as we finish the year strong.  

School Reopening Update 

 
 

District Goal: Return to Full-time In-Person Instruction in September 

Our district goal is to return to full-time in-person instruction in September. The planning for September is a fluid situation 

and we will continue sharing information with our school community along the way as progress is made. The majority 

of the summer will be dedicated to ensuring we achieve this goal.  

Wednesday Schedule: Preschool and Elementary  

We have adjusted the Wednesday schedule so that it is an academic day consistent with the regular schedule for the 

remainder of the week. The instructional day is now from 9:00a - 1:00p for elementary students and 9:15a - 1:15p for 

preschool students. The new Wednesday Schedule is as follows: 

  

• Blue Hybrid: April 28, May 12, May 26 

o Elementary: 9am - 1pm 

o Preschool: 9:15am - 1:15pm 

• Gold Hybrid: May 5, May 19, June 9 

o Elementary: 9am - 1pm;  

o Preschool: 9:15am - 1:15pm 

 

Expanding Access to In-person Instruction: Self-Contained Classrooms Shift from 4-days to 5-days 

Students receiving self-contained services have been offered in-person instruction for four days per week since October 

2020, in accordance with the phased-in schedule for special education. Students receiving pull-out replacement 

services were also offered increased in-person instruction. This schedule allows our students with the greatest needs 

to receive specialized services in a format that works to meet their educational goals. The new schedule will begin the 

week of April 19th for self-contained services and April 26th for pull-out replacement services.  

Expanding Access to In-person Instruction: What are the Considerations for Students? 

Elementary schools (K-5) are focused on expanding access to in-person instruction for the last marking period. 

Collingswood and Oaklyn Public Schools will continue to use a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) approach to 

identify K-5 students who are struggling academically, socially and/or emotionally. Schools will categorize students 

based on a three-tier system, and refer to this data when recommending students to return for five days of in-person 

instruction. We will extend this offer to as many students as possible in order to fill all available seats. Please be advised 

that capacity will vary from school to school because not all classrooms are equal. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4


 

 

 

What will be the process for families? 

Elementary Schools continue to contact families to invite more students to participate at school in-person based on 

classroom capacity and student need. Please be advised that capacity will vary from school to school because not all 

classrooms are equal.   

What about the school buildings? 

The district is committed to ensuring that all elementary classrooms are set up for maximum occupancy per CDC 

guidelines of 3 feet. There will be an increase in the number of students that can safely be accommodated for in-person 

instruction. Increased access has been determined according to classroom setup, use of existing furniture, 

maintenance of safety exits, and ADA compliance. Classrooms were reconfigured to support more students in-person. 

What is the current status of expanded access? 

The following table illustrates Collingswood and Oaklyn’s schools’ current percentages of the student population as 

designated by their instructional format. Instructional formats include: Full-week, Hybrid, and Remote.  

 

Expanding Access: Instructional Formats  

School 
Full-week 
Students 

Hybrid 
Students 

Remote 
Students 

High School 15% 20% 65% 

Middle School 23% 44% 33% 

James A. Garfield 78% 6% 15% 

Mark Newbie 69% 12% 19% 

Oaklyn School 75% 6% 19% 

Thomas Sharp 65% 16% 19% 

William P. Tatem 52% 27% 21% 

Zane North 72% 7% 21% 

 

NOTE:  These numbers are subject to change as communications between school leaders and their community are constantly 

occurring as we consider the needs of the students first and foremost. 

 

Board Office 

 

Assessment Update: NJSLA have been cancelled for Spring 2021 
On April 6, 2021, the United States Department of Education (USED) informed the 

New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) that the administration of Start 

Strong assessments in fall 2021 will satisfy the federal statewide assessment 

requirement to administer general assessments in English language arts, 

mathematics, and science for the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, there will be no 

spring 2021 administration of the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments 

(NJSLA). This flexibility shall apply only to the 2020-2021 school year. The USED is 

still requiring the NJDOE to administer ACCESS for ELLs or Dynamic Learning Maps 

(DLM). Therefore, the administration of these assessments will continue For Spring 

2021. The administration window is from April 5 to June 11, 2021. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4


 

 

 

Preschool/ Elementary 

 
 

 

 

Preschool Registration: All (new) students for preschool will receive an 

email from Ms. Jessica Benatti this week with a link to the required 

paperwork for preschool.  We strongly encourage our families to begin this 

process as early as possible!  We know it can be challenging to obtain 

appointments for routine medical exams (physical, dental exams, etc.) and 

these items, as well as vaccination records, are required to start our 

preschool program in the fall.  If your family is new to our program and you 

have questions regarding required documentation you can contact Ms. 

Jessica Benatti who  can be reached at jbenatti@collsk12.org and Mrs. 

Harrum Bataloni, school nurse, at hbataloni@collsk12.org  

 

PRESCHOOLERS AT WORK. Many of our preschoolers are engaging in an exciting study of buildings!  This study 

provides an opportunity for students to recognize the types of housing structures local to us, as well as around the 

world.  In our continued efforts to recognize the various aspects of our surrounding communities, students will witness 

building structures in our local communities by stepping right outside their schools and discussing what they notice. 

They will also be provided opportunities to see building structures from various rural, suburban and urban areas. 

Students will expand their knowledge of what they know, inquire about what they would like to know more about and 

create visual representations of what they learn from their inquiry-based learning opportunities.  We would like to extend 

our appreciation to our many families who have contributed to this study due to their expertise in areas like architecture 

and construction.  

 

 
MS. V’S CLASS 

 
We have been drawing 
blueprints of what we 
want to build, then 
putting on our hard hats 
and getting to work! We 
have been using many 
different materials to 
create buildings like 
carpet squares, blocks, 
tiles,  wallpaper, and 
tools.     

 
 
 

   

 
MS. ZANGHI’S 

CLASS 
 
We explored the 
outside of our 
building and have 
been building lots of 
skyscrapers in the 
centers. Look at the 
structures we’ve 
created! 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
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MS. O’MALLEY’S  

CLASS 
 
We went on a walk around 
the school building to look 
at the different buildings 
near our school. Then, we 
drew the different houses 
we saw with chalk and 
labeled the different parts 
of the buildings.  
 

   

   
Curriculum Office 

 

On May 5, participate in a virtual visit with Frederick Joseph, author of 
"The Black Friend: How to be a Better White Person, the book Angie 
Thomas (The Hate U Give) said "everyone needs to read right now. 
Frederick Joseph has written an essential window into the movement 
toward anti-racism. Read it, absorb it, and be changed because of it." 
 
Once again, the Haddonfield Public Library has partnered with Inkwood 
Books for those who wish to purchase a copy of the book. Inkwood will 
donate 20 percent of sales to the Haddonfield Friends of the Library. 
To attend register at Haddonfield Library Event 

 

 

Nutritional Services 

 

NEW MEAL PICK UP TIMES 

 

Starting April 21st, meals may be picked up during the 

following times to ensure the safety of students during 

afternoon dismissal. 

 

Collingswood: 12:40pm – 2:00pm & 4:00pm – 6:00pm 

Oaklyn: 1:15pm – 6:00pm 

 
 

SPRING SPORTS HAVE SPRUNG 

 

To keep your student fueled up and refueled, remember to 

keep it real with real foods such as whole grains, proteins, 

fruits and vegetables.  Need a quick snack, try this recipe to 

refuel. Make it ahead and keep it in the fridge for up to two 

days. 

 

BANANA SMOOTHIE 

 

2 cups low fat vanilla yogurt 
1 cup soy/skim milk or 100% orange juice 
1 cup frozen or fresh berries 
1 banana 

 
Directions: Place all ingredients in a blender and 
blend until smooth.  Makes 4 servings, about 170 
calories per serving. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://inkwoodnj.handseller.com/home/bookdetailsin/1536217018
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvceqtqT8rGNx-CXeo7RC3UY76Yg4K7lld


 

 

 

Buildings & Grounds 

 
 

The killdeer is a member of the plover family that nest in open gravel areas. Apparently, the gravel along the 

Collingswood HS track is prime real estate for our feathered friends! To prevent an accidental egg trampling, the 

Buildings and Grounds Team created a modified nest box from an old milk crate. We hope to see hatchlings soon! 
 

   
 

Nursing/School Health Services:  

 
 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COVID-19 AND SEASONAL ALLERGIES? 

COVID-19 and seasonal allergies share many symptoms, but there are some key differences between the two. For example, 

COVID-19 can cause fever, which is not a common symptom of seasonal allergies. The image below compares symptoms 

caused by allergies and COVID-19. Because some of the symptoms of COVID-19 and seasonal allergies are similar, it may 

be difficult to tell the difference between them, and you may need to get a test to confirm your diagnosis. 

This is not a complete list of all possible symptoms of COVID-19 or seasonal allergies. Symptoms vary from person to person 

and range from mild to severe. You can have symptoms of both COVID-19 and seasonal allergies at the same time. If you 

think you have COVID-19, follow CDC’s guidance on what to do if you are sick.” If you have an emergency warning sign 

(including trouble breathing), Call 911 and seek emergency medical care immediately. 

 

*Seasonal allergies do not usually cause shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, unless a person has a respiratory condition such as 

asthma that can be triggered by exposure to pollen. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Killdeer/lifehistory
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/infographic-overlap-symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#seek-medical-attention


 

 

 

Special Education 

 

 

 

 
 

CMS COLLS MAKERS 2021 
 
Special Education Teacher Mr. Meehan is also in charge of the Colls 
Makers class at Collingswood MS. The goal of the class is for students to 
think, create, and develop new and innovative ideas to solve real world 
problems. Working both independently and collaboratively, students 
generate ideas and address design challenges through hands-on, project-
based learning.  
 
The Colls Makers class: 
  

• Introduces the Engineering Design Process  

• Encourages creative thinking and collaborative design 

• Builds upon logic and reasoning through projects, puzzles, challenges, 
artwork, games, digital design, graphic design, robotics, coding, etc. 

• Involves researching careers related to  STEAM 

• Allows students to learn about the inventors of the past and discover 
how technology has advanced our society  

Here is one of the challenges that 
the Colls Makers completed this 
semester.  
 
Natural Art: Students created art 
using the natural world around 
them. 
 

            

 

 

Oaklyn School 

 
 

SCIENCE IS COOL. Ms. Magro’s 3rd grade class learned about four types of bridges: pillar, arch, suspension and 

truss bridges. Next, they were challenged to create their own paper bridges. Then, students had to test their bridge’s 

strength with objects and make improvements to make their bridge stronger and allow it to hold more objects. They 

could only use 2 pieces of paper for their bridge, nothing else! Creativity and using what they learned definitely came 

into play. Check out these bridges created by Maddy Buzcko (arch bridge) Wes Frederick (truss bridge), and Kora 

Gorski (truss and pillar bridge)! 

 

   
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4


 

 

 

 
EXPLORING LIFE CYCLES 

 
 

Ms. Stibbard’s class had a great time learning 

about the life cycle of a butterfly by observing live 

caterpillars and a new butterfly garden. They 

can’t wait to watch them transform into beautiful 

butterflies soon so they can release them!    
  

 

 

 

 
We are so excited to welcome some additional students back on Monday!  Almost 80% of our students will be together 

again in our building!  We would like to thank Mr. Keith Higginbotham and Mr. Ed Milligan!  With their help, we were 

able to ensure all of our classrooms were stocked with supplies and ready for our students to safely return to school!    

  

   

 

WE ARE READY FOR MONDAY! 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4


 

 

 

Collingswood Middle School

 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR SPRING FEVER 

 

 

 

Miss Tosh’s 6th-graders were challenged to a pre-Spring Break creative writing 
activity. Marques Bryant rose to the occasion. Along with his peers, Marques chose 
a prompt of his liking and let his creative juices flow.  Here is the prompt he chose 
followed by his super fun response:  
 
Pretend that “Spring Fever” is a real illness. Make a list 
of symptoms that people with Spring Fever would have. 
Then create a treatment plan. “Watch out, Spring Fever 
is on the rise!” Spring Fever is hitting people hard, with 
many symptoms. The first being Chillergies, which is the 
over excitement to lounge around and do nothing but 
have lots of fun. Then be careful of Pigitis, which is the 
urge to eat everything and anything in sight, this may 
cause rapid weight gain and indigestion. The last major 
symptom is Hangoutinovid, which can affect everyone differently. This is when you 
either completely isolate and stay to yourself which may cause tiredness, 
depression or intense happiness. The reverse effect would be the overenthusiasm 
to stay outside to play with friends and not come inside at all during the entire illness.  

The one and only treatment for SPRING FEVER is embrace the moment and thoroughly enjoy your sickness and 
forget about all responsibilities. This sickness should last anywhere between one and two weeks depending on how 
bad you get the Fever.” 

 

 

STEM 

 
 

Students in Mr. Kamps’ 6th grade I-Qubed Class have designed logos as a finishing touch for their Theme Park Design 

Project. Here are some of them: 

 

  
 

   

   
 

 

 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
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Counseling/ College Readiness 

 
 

 
College acceptances continue to roll in!!! Check out the Colls Counseling Twitter & Instagram (@collscounseling) for 

our Senior Roll Colls. Please reach out to your counselors with college/trade/vocational acceptances, military 

commitments, and confirmed employment contracts so your accomplishments can be highlighted.  

 

AP TESTING SCHEDULE 2021 

 

Date Time Test Test Location(s) 

Monday, May 3 8AM US Government & Politics Library Media Center 

Tuesday, May 4 8AM 
 
12PM 

Calculus AB/BC 
 
Human Geography 

Library Media Center 
 
Counseling Office 

Wednesday, May 5 8AM 
 
12PM 

English Literature 
 
Physics I 

Library Media Center 
 
Library Media Center Classroom 

Thursday, May 6 8AM 
 
12PM 

US History 
 
Art History  
Computer Science A 

Library Media Center 
 
Cafeteria 
Library Media Center Classroom 

Friday, May 7 8AM 
 
12PM 

Chemistry 
 
European History 

Library Media Center 
 
Library Media Center Classroom 

Monday, May 10 12PM Macroeconomics Counseling Office 

Tuesday, May 11 8AM 
 
12PM 

Spanish Language 
 
Psychology 

Library Media Center 
 
Cafeteria 

Wednesday, May 12 12PM Microeconomics 
Music Theory 

Counseling Office 
Principal’s Conference Room 

Thursday, May 13 - NO TESTS  

Friday, May 14 8AM 
 
12PM 

Biology 
 
Environmental Science 

Library Media Center 
 
Cafeteria 

Monday, May 17 8AM 
 
12PM 

Computer Science Principles 
 
Statistics 

Library Media Center 
 
Library Media Center 

 



 

 

Athletics  

 
CHS athletes have been signing their letters committing to Colleges to continue their athletic careers.  Here are a few 

from the last few weeks: 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

SUPPORTING SPRING SPORTS. This was opening week for all spring sports!  We had Tennis, Baseball, and Softball 

open with Sterling, while Lacrosse opened with Haddon Heights.  Track and Field opened with Haddonfield, and Boys 

Volleyball open today with Camden County Technical School - Gloucester Twp Campus.   

 

 
 

This coming week we have many games and all spectators are required to wear a mask and maintain social distancing.  

Please bring a chair and come on out to support our athletes, enjoy the games, and the spring weather.   

 

Here is a quick link to get the game schedules.  

 

 

 

https://www.colonialconference.org/public/genie/313/school/5/


 

 

Collingswood High 

 
 

SHOWCASING STUDENT TALENT. Several of Mrs. Winkler's Collingswood Middle and High School Art and 

Photography students had their artwork selected for an exhibition with the NJ Performing Arts Center (NJPAC).  The 

show is sponsored by the Art Educators of NJ (AENJ).  Usually, the work is displayed in the NJPAC lobby in Newark.  

This year, since the center has been closed due to COVID, the work was displayed virtually on the NJPAC and AENJ 

websites.  Congratulations to Blessy Alkuino, Niang Nuam, Alexa McClintic, Vanessa Flores, Dai'Shy Carroll, Grace 

Janco, and Ryan Joyce.  Their work is pictured below.  

 

  

Blessy Alkuino Niang Nuam 

  

Alexa McClintic Vanessa Flores 

  

Dai’Shy Carroll Grace Janco 

 

Ryan Joyce 

 



 

 

 
 

CLASS OF 2021 
 

We’re looking forward to the celebrating the Class of 2021 

during Graduation on Thursday, June 24th (Rain Date is 

Friday, June 25th). Congratulations to Dion Chen, 

Elizabeth Allendoerfer, and Christian Shine for being 

chosen Class of 2021 graduation speakers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the 5th straight year, Collingswood was named one of the “Best Communities for Music Education” by the NAMM 

Foundation.  This program “recognizes outstanding efforts by teachers, administrators, parents, students, and 

community leaders who have made music education part of a well-rounded education.  Designations are made to 

districts and schools that demonstrate an exceptionally high commitment and access to music education.”  

Congratulations to our talented and dedicated music educators and students!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Superintendent’s Note 

 
 

 

I HAVE A QUESTION, WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 

In an effort to be responsive to the needs of students and their families, we wanted to provide contact information to the 

community. Please refer to the list below to address all questions or concerns to the appropriate staff member or administrator.   

 

Teachers: The primary point of contact for questions or concerns related to your child’s school is their classroom teacher. Our 

educators are standing by to address the ongoing learning needs of all students.  

  

Building Principals/Leaders: Please direct unresolved questions or concerns related to your child’s school to the appropriate 

Building Leader.  

 

School Building Leader Email  Phone 

Collingswood High School Mr. Matt Genna mgenna@collsk12.org  856.962.5701 

Collingswood Middle School Dr. Jack McMullin jmcmullin@collsk12.org  856.962.5702 

Garfield Elementary Mr. Mark Wiltsey mwiltsey@collsk12.org  856.962.5705 

Newbie Elementary Mr. Steve Smith ssmith@collsk12.org  856.962.5706 

Sharp Elementary Mr. Doug Newman dnewman@collsk12.org  856.962.5707 

Tatem Elementary Mr. Brian Kulak bkulak@collsk12.org  856.962.5704 

Zane North Elementary Mr. Tom Santo tsanto@collsk12.org  856.962.5703 

Oaklyn School Ms. Jennifer Boulden jboulden@oaklynschool.org  856.858.0335 

Collingswood Preschool/  
Early Childhood Center 

Ms. Jennifer McPartland jmcpartland@collsk12.org  856.833.5291 

 

Special Education Services: If your child already has an IEP, please contact your child's Child Study Team Case Manager. 

If you have questions regarding special education services in the district, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Whitehouse - 

ewhitehouse@collks12.org.  

 

District Data/ Secondary Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding the district’s data collection practices 

or Collingswood Middle School and High School curriculum, please contact Mr. Winsor Yamamoto, Chief Performance Officer 

- wyamamoto@collsk12.org.   

 

Preschool/ Elementary Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction offered at the 

preschool or elementary level, please contact Ms. Jen McPartland, Supervisor of Preschool and Chief Academic Officer - 

jmcpartland@collsk12.org.  
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