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Welcome back!  We hope you en-

joyed the time off with family and 
friends.  Students are often ready 

to get back to school and the pre-
dictable routine and struc-
ture.  They also want to get back 

to their friends.  At this age the 
time away from their friends can 
be difficult. Their social life is the 

center of their universe!   

This is where helping your child 
to manage their social media is 
important.  Unlike when we were 

kids, today students have the 
ability to gauge their social status 
in real time, with actual data--

how many “likes” did a post 
get?  Who liked it? When did they 

like it?  What are the com-
ments?  At this age children are 
figuring out who they are and 

they are gauging themselves by 
others’ responses.  Talking with 

your child about appropriate use, 
as well as monitoring their use, 
will help them navigate this digital 

landscape.  

Another conversation to have with 

your child is the power and im-
portance of their words.  After 

spending last fall concentrating 
on acts of kindness, we are hop        
ing that this can carry forward to 

the students’ choice of 

words.  Many times when a stu-
dent uses inappropriate or hateful 

words, their explanation when re-
directed by an adult, is, “I was 
just kidding!”  Hateful words are 

harmful no matter what the ex-
cuse.  Negative remarks or com-
ments about someone’s race, reli-

gion, gender, size, academic or 
athletic ability, etc., are insults if 

it could cause someone to feel put 
down or less worthy than others. 
The middles school years are diffi-

cult enough without students 
worrying about the language their 

friends are using.  Please encour-
age your child to think about the 

words they use and their impact.   

As we get back into the routine, 

we have asked students to write 

down their goals for the new 

year.  January is such a great 

time to think about the future 

and possibilities.  8th graders are 

just months away from being in 

high school, and 6th and 7th 

graders will soon be in the next 

grade!  This is the time for stu-

dents to renew their commitment 

to their learning! 

Thank you to our AWESOME Parent Club! 

 All of our staff would like to thank our wonderful Parent Club for hosting such a won-
derful luncheon earlier in December!  We were overwhelmed with the generosity and 
delicious cooking displayed by our parents.  It was a truly a treat to come in to the Staff 

Room to such a feast!  We appreciate your time and generosity—Thank you! 
 Hot Chocolate sales on Fridays before school through the end of January.  See you on 

the Blacktop from 7:00am – 7:45am! 

 Check us out on Facebook:  Markham Panther Parents for up to date information. 

January 2018 Principal, Terry Edinger 
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Schoolwide 
Geography Bee -  Each year thousands of 

schools in the United States participate in the 

National Geography Bee using materials pre-

pared by the National Geographic Society. The 

contest is designed to motivate students to 

learn about the world and how it works.  

Our yearly Geography Bee is scheduled for 

Wednesday, January 24th at 6pm in the Gym.  

The winner of the evening will have a chance to 

qualify for the State event!   

 

High School   On January 30th, our 8th grade stu-

dents will be meeting with their counselors from 

El Dorado High School.  Students will bring home 

their registration packet for completion.  The 

high school will be holding a parent session on 

February 8th to give you information about the 

registration process.  We will be putting out 

more information as we get closer.If your 8th 

grade child is attending a high school other than 

El Dorado, you must contact that school directly 

for registration information.  

Music 

Science 

Districtwide 
Everyone is invited to come to our District Multi

-Cultural Night / Health Fair Event on Friday, 

April 13, at Schnell School from 4:30 pm to 7:00 

pm.  This will be a fun event with more infor-

mation to come.  We are looking for volunteers 

to "host" a booth presenting different countries 

around the world or a booth related to health 

and/or fitness. In addition, we are seeking indi-

viduals or groups who may share a song, a 

dance, or a musical instrument from other cul-

tures. If you would like to share a talent, infor-

mation, artifacts or photos with our families 

about a country you have lived in or visited, 

please contact Donna Bazett at (530) 622-7216 

x2233 or dbazett@pusdk8.us. 

Students in each grade level are using our 

new science curriculum, Amplify.  For each 

unit, students are asked to solve a big prob-

lem or question.  Even though it is an online 

curriculum, there are always hands-on activ-

ities, as well as opportunities for student 

collaboration.  Students have access to sim-

ulations that illustrate the concepts they are 

learning.  The simulations provide students 

an opportunity to explore in ways that they 

would not otherwise have access to.  Often 

there are videos included of scientists work-

ing in that particular field, showing how they 

problem solve or some of the issues they 

have to deal with.  Teachers are reporting 

that students are learning at a higher level 

than ever before. 

In December our band students participat-

ed in the Placerville Christmas Parade, as 

the Marching Panthers!  They marched in 

this an annual event under the direction of 

Mr. Berry.  We were also lucky enough this 

year to have Color Guard students marching 

with the band, to help give that visual as-

pect along with the music.  It was a cold day 

for the parade, but all participants braved 

through and have a wonderful experience 

to look back on.   

“He drew a circle 

that me out — 

Heretic, rebel, a 

thing to flout.  But 

Love and I had 

the wit to win: We 

drew a circle that 

took him in.” 

~Edwin Markham 

mailto:dbazett@pusdk8.us


Page 3 of 4                             Sports/Extra Curricular News Edwin Markham Middle 

Sports 
Congratulations to the Boys JV Bas-

ketball Team—they won the county 

League Championships!    

Players are Tyler Brewster, Will 

Byers, Noah Campbell, Austin 

Fowler, Andrew Grove, Jackson Lid-

dell, Anthony Mahaffey, Lane Stra-

bel, Cayden Van Denventer, Cayden 

Wheeler and Finley Wetmore!  Con-

gratulations on a season well 

played! 

Spring Sports 

Currently Girls Basketball and 

Wrestling are underway.  Students 

should listen to the announcements 

for the starting of Boys Volleyball 

later this semester. 

Library 

Academic Help 

Extra Curricular 
We offer a number of after school clubs and opportunities for students to 

be involved in our campus.  Clubs include Art, Builders, Garden, Makers 
Space and Spanish.  Our Makers Space lets students learn how to use our 

engraving machine and 3D printer in the Library.  It is a place that pro-
vides hands-on, creative ways to encourage students to design, experi-
ment, build and invent as they deeply engage in science, engineering and 

tinkering. With all the extra-curricular activities and sports, there is some-
thing for everyone!   
 

    

Academic Grace—T,W,Th 2:30-3:30 with Ms. Schmidt and Ms. Haviland 

Math Tutoring—T,W, Th 2:30-3:30 with math teachers 

Morning Homework Help – 7:15 to 7:45 in the mornings Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday!  Need a quiet place to finish up homework or finish typing your essay?  Drop in 
to Homework help and get your work finished!  Tuesday-Rosenbaum C1, Wednesday-
CunninghamF2, Thursday-Schmidt F2 and Friday-Schmidt F2. 
 
Late Bus to select stops offered on T, W, Th at 3:15pm.  Contact Transportation for details. 

 

Six Flags Read to Succeed program 
starts this month. Sixth graders who read for 
six hours can get a free ticket to Six Flags! 
Sign up forms are in the library and availa-
ble from ELA teachers across the campus. 
 
Battle of the Books is heating up and 
getting ready for competition!  Students are 
heading into mock battles during lunch in 
the Library.  
 

 

In February we will be bringing back the 
popular Blind Date with a Book program. 
Keep an eye out for that! 

March is the start of our March Madness, 
book edition. The most read books of the 
year are pitted against each other. Students 
make out brackets and then vote for their 
choice every week.  
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Technology And Your Student                                      
7 Media Resolutions Every Family Should Make in 2018        
Helpful tips from commonsensemedia.org 

Have a device-free dinner. Piles of research show 
the benefits of family dinner. But the simple act of 
leaving your devices off the table -- just a few times 
a week -- allows you to role-model good digital 
habits (and actually talk to your kids). 
 Try this one easy thing to improve your rela-

tionship with your kid. 
When it comes to media, think quality, not quan-
tity. Instead of counting up every minute your  
kid spends watching YouTube, strive for a balance 
of online and offline activities throughout the week. 
 Help your kids find high-quality movies, TV 

shows, apps, games, and books so their screen 
time has some nutritional value. 

Use media for relationship strengthening. While 
there are concerns that media isolates us, it can ab-
solutely bring us together -- if you take advantage 
of how it connects you.  
 Try video-chatting, scrolling through digital 

photo albums, playing video games, and even 
sharing music playlists to bond with your kids. 

Don't ban; have a plan. Keep an open mind 
about your kids' media and tech, and accept the im-
portant -- and often beneficial -- role they play in 
your kids' lives.  When you have clear lines of com-
munication, you can slip in your messages. 
 Create a family media plan to ensure that kids 

stick to limits. Encourage them to behave                                 
 

positively online and be upstanders. Talk to them 
about what they watch, play, create, and read. 
Seek out diverse characters. Exposure to a var ie-
ty of types of people increases tolerance and ac-
ceptance and dispels dangerous stereotypes. Being 
able to get along with all types of people is a skill 
that will help kids whether they're interacting online 
or in the real world. 
 Have a family movie night and watch TV 

shows with diverse characters, movies with 
strong female characters, or movies with in-
credible role models for boys. 

Raise media-savvy kids. If 2017 was the year  
fake news went viral, make 2018 the year your kids 
learn how to view all media (not just "news") criti-
cally. 
 Explain how to see through fake news, and 

teach kids media smarts during breaking news. 
Tighten your privacy. Our  increasingly connect-
ed world puts kids' personal privacy and online data 
at risk. The ability to share anything at any time can 
be especially dicey to tweens and teens who may 
not be able to think through all the ways their posts 
can be used by others. 
 Make sure kids use strict privacy settings on 

social media, apps, and other accounts, and 
make sure they know not to share any personal 
information (name, age, address, Social Securi-
ty number) with people they meet online.  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

15 MLK Day -  

No School 

16  17 18   Wrestling Meet Sierra 

Ridge 

 

19 

22 23   24  Geography Bee 25 6th Grade Hygiene Class 

Wrestling Meet Home          

26 

29 30  8th Grade EDHS 

Counselors  

Girls Basketball Home 

31   Feb. 1 Wrestling Meet 

Northside 

Girls Basketball Sierra 

Ridge 

2 

5 6  Girls Basketball Home 7 8 School Wide Writing Day 

Girls Basketball Home 

9 
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