
   The Lady Mercuries played the team 
from Cook County at home last Friday 
night, coming through with a big win of 
17-7 as the final score. The Mercuries 
got their 17th point ten running the 
Vikings in the 5th inning, with Kiana 
Hawkinson stealing home. The girls 
played a good game with only 2 errors 
and having good eyes at the plate, as 
21 batters were walked. Senior pitcher 
Brooklyn Alt had a great game pitching 
with 6 strikeouts. Senior shortstop 
Kiana Hawkinson also had a good 
offensive and defensive game with 
scoring four of the 17 runs. Senior 
catcher Haylee Kellermann had the 
team high with 7 putouts. The 
underclassman players tied the team 
together for the win. 
The Mercuries softball team are now 
1-2 and as of press time, they face off 
against the South Ridge Panthers on 
Thursday, April 22.  Go Mercs!!!

Written By Jordan Paquette

With this school year in the final stretch, 
there are a lot of things happening 
within the school. Mr. Tyson’s science 
classes are having many thing happen, 
including dissections, guest speakers 
and other labs. As his TA and taking his 
anatomy class, I see first hand what all 
the classes get to do. Mr. Tyson teaches 
7th grade Life Science, 10th grade 
Biology, Natural Resources and 
Anatomy & Physiology.

In his Life Science class, they have been 
doing a mushroom dissection. The 7th 
graders use hair spray, pieces of paper 
and mushrooms to get the spore prints 
onto the paper. Some of them looked 
really cool! The Biology students have 
been doing 5 different dissections all at 
once! They were dissecting perch, frogs, 
grasshoppers, crayfish, and rats. They 
were doing these to look at evolution 
and making cladograms. Fun fact: 
helping him set up the dissection, I 
learned that grasshoppers have 9 
hearts! In Anatomy and Physiology, we 
did a sunscreen effectiveness lab in 
which we found that sunscreen is 
actually an endocrine disrupter and is 
not very effective. Lastly in Natural 
Resources, there have been many guest 
speakers. The first guest speaker was 
James Pointer talking about effects of 
mining. Next speaker was Mike Schrage 
talking about what it's like being a 
wildlife biologist. Lastly was Jackie 
Fallon with the Midwest Peregrine 
Foundation to talk about her work with 
peregrines.

As we get closer to 
graduation, I wanted to dig 
a little deeper with seniors 
and their future plans. This 
week I decided to talk with 
Gillian Farinella.  

What college are you 
planning on attending?
“The University of St. 
Thomas at the St. Paul 
campus.” 
 
What made you choose 
St. Thomas?
“They are known for being 
a good college, my uncle 
went there, and I like the 
colors.”

What are you wishing to 
study?
“I want to Double Major in 
Actuarial Science, Digital 
Media Design, and possibly 
major in German.”

What would be your 
dream job someday?
“After college, I would like to 
become an Actuary, using 
math, statistics, and 
financial theory to calculate 
risk and probability of 
events. I also hope to 
incorporate the design 
aspect, which may include 
putting research and 
calculations into 
presentations or organized 
memos.” 
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Senior Spotlight:
AJ Johnson

The days are numbered! May is 
coming up fast, along with the end 
of our school year. Traditionally, 
the Senior Class will create 
numbers to hang on the wall in the 
commons, counting down to the 
Seniors’ Last Day. Some years do 
30, some 50, some do even 100 
numbers! This year, we decided to 
hang 30. 

As of today, the seniors have 20 
school days left, with 25 days 
remaining for other grades. 
At this point the only thing set in 
stone for graduation is the date: 
Sunday, May 23rd at 2:00pm. 
Mark your calendars!!!

Favorite Class: Business Law - Wiz

Extracurriculars: Football and Basketball

Future Plans: “I plan to attend a Trade 

School for Welding.”

Dream Job: NBA Water Boy

What will you miss most after High School?

“Football and Basketball.”

By Gillian Farinella

Gillian Farinella - University of St. Thomas

Counting down...

What’s happening in science -by Kiana Hawkinson

Written by Jaylynn Maijala

Week 5

Senior Kiana Hawkinson’s winning 
slide into home!

Senior Brooklyn Alt 
demolishing the strike zone!

Written by Gillian Farinella

Jackie and Peregrine Dissected crayfish


