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May Superintendent Report 

From the desk of Sara Bilden 

Graduation is set for May 22 at 2 PM in Glenfield. Congratulations to our 2021 graduating class: Nicole 
Beckley, Hannah Ehlers, Hope Eikom, Anun Eslinger, Lilly Gryder, Janae Johnson, Trae Kaelberer, 
Tanner Kulsrud, Tristin Larson, Meghan Quanbeck, Brooke Topp, Ethan Utke, and Clare Wittman. We 
are so proud of each of you and all your accomplishments. We wish you the best as you take on new re-
sponsibilities and pursue your dreams. 

The school year is quickly coming to a close, and our last day is set for Friday, May 21st. School will 
release that day at 2 PM. Please help us by encouraging your student to focus on school work and get to 
school every day. The end of any school year is difficult with everyone suffering from Spring fever, and 
after the extra hardships and struggles endured this past year, we are all finding this school year end to 
be difficult. There are many activities and events planned these last few weeks. Please be attentive to the 
schedule and ensure your student gets plenty of sleep. 

Teacher appreciation day is coming on Wednesday, May 5th. Please reach out and let them know how 
much you appreciate them. Here at Midkota we recognize that every staff member in our employ is a 
part of educating our students. So each year we deem the first week in May to be Staff Appreciation 
Week. If you would like to help us show our staff some love, give me a call at 701-785-2126. 

I would like to thank all Midkota staff members this year for service above and beyond. There has not 
been a year like this for educators in the history of public education. The adaptability, flexibility, techno-
logical hurdles, emotional, mental and physical strain required have stretched us all over our limits. You 
have all preformed admirably and with determination despite incredible set backs. I couldn’t be more 
grateful to work with such an amazing team. 



  



  



  



  



  



  

Lillyana Gryder 

 

Name: Lillyana Gryder 

Nickname: Lilly or Lil G 

Birthdate: 2/4/03 

Parents: Barbara Gryder and Reno Mutchler 

Siblings: Devry, Josiah, Aydin, Miah, Ayla, 

Khaleei, Khaio, Carter, Ethan 

Plans for after high school: National Guard, 

Generals at Mayville State, then UND for my 

major 

In 10 years, I will be: a student counselor or a 

zoologist 

10 years from now I’ll still laugh about : when I 

got dared to eat a minnow by my uncle for $60, and he thought I wouldn’t do it, so I did 

I have to admit, I’m pretty good at: Being there for other people, and being creative 

Pet Peeve: Talking over someone else, openly disrespecting other people, yelling when the person is 

right next to you, and over apologizing  

Favorite actor/actress: Ellen Pompeo, Patrick Dempsey, Mariska Hargitay, and Liam Hemsworth 

Favorite TV show: NYPD Special Victims Unit and Greys Anatomy 

Favorite Music: Country, and any music I can relate to 

Favorite animal: My favorite animals are a horse and orangutang  

Favorite Hobby: Hanging out with friends, drawing/painting, catching up on my favorite movies/shows, 

going horseback riding with my friend, or going on drives 

If you were given 3 wishes, what would they be? To be successful, happy, and a cure for every disease 

Best part of being a senior is: The senior privileges  

The thing I will miss most about high school is: I will miss everyone who has helped me becoming the 

person I am to this day, the lunch ladies amazing food, but most of all being a part of an amazing com-

munity, whether I’m in Hatton or Glenfield 

Who is one teacher who has touched your life and how:Mr. Monson, he is very inspiring and kind to 

everyone. Mrs. Dafforn, she was the first person that showed me she cared and was there for me. She 

also helped me better myself as a student, daughter, sister, and member of the community.  

Now that you are a senior, what are your words of wisdom you’d like to pass down? Success consists of 

going from failure to failure, without loss of enthusiasm – Winston Churchill 

You can go through many struggles, but at the end of the day you can choose how to feel and how you 

deal with it. You are the only one who can make your bad day stay bad days. School is a small portion 

of your life, that helps build your character, so don’t take it for granted. 



  



  



  

Leadership Opportunity for Sophomore & Junior Students 

The 2021 North Dakota Leadership Seminar (NDLS) will be held June 5 (10am-1pm) and June 6 (1pm-4pm) 2021 
via ZOOM. This program is open to students completing their sophomore and junior year of high school. The semi-
nar is provided at no cost to students, parents, or schools. The school is seeking two students from the sophomore 
class and two students from the junior class to represent our school. 

Students attending participate in leadership development, community involvement and volunteerism through interac-
tive sessions with business and community leaders from across North Dakota. Some of the activities include mock 
legislature, constitutional debate, keynote speakers, teambuilding activities and completion of a service project. 
NDLS provides students the opportunity to build strong friendships with other youth leaders from across the state 
and grow as an individual. Registration and more information about the NDLS Program can be found at 
www.ndleadership.org If there is a lot of interest, the school may request that interested student’s write a short essay 
or the staff may recommend potential student candidate(s). If your student is interested in attending NDLS, please 
contact Iris Brandt, high school counselor. The registration deadline is April 30, 2021. 

                           Extended Day/Summer Program 

                                Written by: Ms. Larson 

The school year is coming to a close for our regular extended day program. It has been a wonderful first year for the program and 

it has been a learning experience for the students participating and for staff too.  I feel we have had a great year.  

We have had the opportunity to do many STEM projects. We have worked on coding, engineering, math, robotics, project based 

and problem-based learning to name just a few of the things we have done. 

We have had quite a great attendance of the program and I am hoping for that to continue through out the summer and next 

year.  This summer we will be offering the program from June 1st through July 1st. It will run Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

during that time frame. The hours will be from 8:30 am until 12:30pm. We will offer both breakfast and lunch to the kiddos. 

There is no cost to anyone for being a part of the program. I am hoping we will be able to provide transportation, but we are still 

working on if that will be feasible.  

The program will be offering many STEM activities and we will also be growing a garden this summer. I am very excited about 

the garden. We have been approved by Foster County Soil Conservation for a contribution to help supply the garden with tools 

and other supplies. Griggs County is also in the process of looking at our proposal �  

There may also be another program that would be available for 4th through 8th grade that would run June through August, but I 

am waiting to hear back if we were approved.  I am hoping for a lot of interest and involvement this summer from students. 

There are applications on the Midkota website that can be filled out or if needed I can mail one out or send it with your child.  

                               A Note From 4th grade 

                                                                          Written by: Ms. Larson 

It has been a great year in Fourth grade. We have learned so many new things and have 

grown our minds and Growth Mindset to new levels. The kiddos have branched out to 

think outside the box and have become risk takers unafraid to make mistakes and have 

learned not to give up that hard work pays off. 

We have had numerous STEM opportunities in class, and 

they have thrived working on those projects. They have 

had the opportunity to attend many new and exciting 

zoom tours and had zoom field trips with many experts.  

We had the Wax Museum, and they were all so magnifi-

cent. They have also been stepping outside their comfort zone and have learned to research, 

build and give presentations in science and in ND studies. We even made a class newspa-

per this year.  

I am so excited where this year took us. I am proud of my class’s hard work, perseverance 

and that no matter what this year threw at us they never gave up.  



  



  

Clare Wittman 
 

Name: Clare Wittman 

Nickname: Clare Bear 

Birthdate: 5/29/03 

Parents: Danielle Gabel & Joseph Wittman 

Siblings: 4 sisters and 1 brother 

Plans for after high school: Undecided 

In 10 years, I will be: 10 years older 

10 years from now I’ll still laugh about : Losing my tortoise for almost 40 days 

I have to admit, I’m pretty good at: Getting things I want done completed 

Pet Peeve: Prolonged Socialization 

Favorite actor/actress: Anne Hathaway 

Favorite TV show: Searching for Alaska 

Favorite Music: Anything I relate to or if I vibe with the song’s sound 

Favorite animal: Turtles 

Favorite Hobby: Art and listening to music 

If you were given 3 wishes, what would they be? 1. To go back and relive the happy 

moments  2: Successful in wealth     3. Travel anywhere at anytime 

Best part of being a senior is: Wearing hats and leaving early 

The thing I will miss most about high school is: I’ll miss my friends 

Who is one teacher who has touched your life and how: Mr. Woolwine the science 

teaching from 7th and 8th grade touched my life by understanding and explaining 

things in a way I could understand 

Now that you are a senior, what are your words of wisdom you’d like to pass down? 

Don’t procrastinate 



  



  



  



  There will be NO SCHOOL on Friday May 7. 



  

Kelby Gjovik competed at the Region 5 

speech tournament held at BCN. She 

placed 3rd in Serious Interpretation, 

and took 1st place in poetry, making 

her not only the Region 5 champion, but 

earning her a berth at the state tourna-

ment! Good luck Kelby!  



  

Pictured is Avery Johnson, our top fundraiser for 

our 2021 Kids’ Heart Challenge.  Avery raised 

$1,640 total.  Thank you for having such a heart for 

others, Avery! 

American Heart Association’s 

Kids’ Heart Challenge 

Written by: Stacy Adrian 

Midkota elementary students once again 

did an amazing job this spring raising 

funds for the American Heart Association.  

Our goal as a school was to raise $3,000, 

and our grand total came to $4,475.10!  

Students took challenges this year to be 

more heart healthy and kind, and it was 

incredible to watch our generous students 

spend their time and energy to support this 

cause.  Thank you to all parents for helping 

your students and also to all who donated.  

Your contribution makes a difference in the 

lives of those affected by heart disease! 


