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Minutes of the Public Hearing of March 10, 2021 

The Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 1, Coles and Cumberland Counties, 

Illinois conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at the Administration Building – 

410 West Polk Avenue, Charleston, Illinois 61920. 

At 6:30 p.m., President Coe called the meeting to order and asked Secretary Daniels for roll call.  

Superintendent Vilardo requested that the record show that this public hearing was also being 

conducted through the use of a Webex internet audio conferencing service in accordance to Public 

Act 101-0640, which allows both open and closed meetings to be conducted via audio or video 

conference without the physical presence of a quorum of members.  The general public could listen to 

the public meeting by phone.  Requests to address the Board were to be submitted by email by 

6:00pm.  

 

The following board members were physically present in the board room:  

Jason Coe, President 

Scott Clarke, Vice President  

Susan Daniels, Secretary  

Charles Jarrell, Treasurer (arrived at 6:20pm) 

Brian Gough  

Eva Ritchey  

Matt Titus 

The following staff members were physically present in the board room:  

Todd Vilardo, Superintendent of Schools  

Chad Burgett, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services  

Kristen Holly, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services  

Genia Lang, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors 9 Physically Present 

Visitors 16 and 0 Members of the Press Remote  

 

Under public comments, written communications:   

President Coe asked if there were any comments, questions or written communications for the Board 

of Education.  No requests were received. 

 

Superintendent Vilardo reported Public Act 101-0012, a new law that took effect July 1, 2019, 

reinstated the requirement that a school day consists of a minimum of five hours of instructional 

time.  This law also allows school districts statewide to utilize e-learning days in lieu of emergency 

days and maintains flexibility for students to engage in career-connected learning outside of the 

classroom.  According to Public Act 101-0012 of 101st Illinois General Assembly, local school district 

e-learning programs, adopted by resolution, may not exceed the minimum number of emergency days 

in the approved school calendar and must be verified by the Regional Office of Education or 

Intermediate Service Center for the school district on or before September 1 annually.  Before 

adoption, the school board must hold a public hearing for initial proposal or renewal of e-learning 

program.  As required, the public hearing notice was published in the newspaper of general circulation 

on February 24, 2021 at least 10 days prior to the hearing.  Written notice was sent electronically to 

all employees and parents/guardians of all students enrolled in the district, and to the Board of 

Education on February 22, 2021. 
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Assistant Superintendent Kristen Holly thanked the committee consisting of CEA, CESPA, and 

Administration, for their work and insight in developing the e-Learning program.  The committee 

met on December 3, January 12, February 1, and February 4.  Mrs. Holly stated that if a situation 

would warrant schools to be closed and advance notice is given to parents/students so students have 

instructional materials and resources to work from home, an e-learning day would be approved.  

 

Dr. Vilardo asked if there were questions from the Board.  No questions were received. 

 

At 6:24pm, Mr. Gough made a motion to adjourn from the public hearing.  Mrs. Ritchey seconded the 

motion. 

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE: Gough, Ritchey, Clarke, Jarrell, Titus, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY: none  ABSTAIN:  none 

 motion carried      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Coe 
     President, Board of Education  

Susan Daniels 
Secretary, Board of Education   


