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Graduation Requirements 

Credits needed for graduation - 30  

To graduate from high school the following requirements must be completed: 

Courses Credits 
English 4.0 
Mathematics (Geometry is required) 3.0 
Science 3.0 
Social Science/History – Must include 
History I, II, III, and Government* 

3.0 

Physical Education 3.5(2019 – forward)/4.0 (2015-2018) 
Health Education .50 
Resource Management (Consumer Ed.) .50 
Driver’s Education** .250 (taken during 15-16)/.50 (16-17 

and beyond) 
Electives Dependent on total number needed and 

if any retakes were necessary 
 

*All students must pass written examinations on the Illinois and United States Constitutions and 
on the display of the American flag before they may graduate from Abingdon-Avon High School 

**Driver’s Education requirement is limited to the classroom portion only.  A student must pass 
at least 8 courses during the previous 2 semesters prior to enrolling. 

***It is recommended that students planning to attend college take at least 2 years of the same 
foreign language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abingdon-Avon High School, Dist. 276  

Course Description  

2018-2019 

Agriculture 
 
Introduction to Agriculture (9) - This course provides an opportunity for students to learn how 
the agricultural industry is organized; its major components; and the scope and types of job 
opportunities in the agricultural field.  Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil 
science, horticulture, natural resources, agribusiness management, and agricultural mechanics, 
will be presented. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in 
FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an 
integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of 
academic concepts. This course is offered every year. 
 
Agricultural Business Management (10-12) - This course will provide students with the basic 
knowledge and skills necessary to manage personal finances and develop into a successful 
entrepreneur and/or businessperson.  Instructional units include:  business ownership types, 
starting an agribusiness, managing and operating an agribusiness, financing an agribusiness, 
managing personal finances, record keeping and financial management of an agribusiness, local, 
state, and federal taxes, agricultural law, and developing employability skills.  Student skills will 
be enhanced in math, reading comprehension, and writing through agribusiness applications. 
Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral 
course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic 
concepts. 
 
Agricultural Communications (10-12) - Students will analyze current agricultural issues and 
determine how they affect people on all sides of the issue.  The students then learn and enhance 
their written and oral communication skills by presenting their views and opinions to the class. 
Students learn how to arrange and present debates, speeches, and interviews to be effective 
leaders in today’s society.  Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised 
Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership 
development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
Basic Agriculture Mechanics (10-12) - In this course, theory and hands-on experiences provide 
opportunities for students to develop basic knowledge and skills in agricultural mechanics. 
Instructional areas include the basic fundamentals of basic electricity, welding, construction & 
carpentry and operating agricultural equipment safely.  Improving workplace and computer skills 
will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement. 
 



Basic Horticultural Science (10-12) - This course is designed to introduce students to the 
horticulture industry and provide them with basic plant science knowledge that can be further 
developed in advanced horticulture courses. Major units of instruction include horticulture 
research, horticultural careers, plant anatomy, seed germination, plant propagation, growing 
media, pest management, hydroponics, identifying horticultural plants, growing greenhouse 
crops, and floral design.  Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation 
in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is 
an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement 
of academic concepts. 
 
Biological Science Applications in Agriculture (10-12) - This course is designed to reinforce 
and extend students understanding of science by associating basic scientific principles and 
concepts with relevant applications in agriculture.  One semester will focus on plant science 
while the second semester will focus on animal science. Topics of study are in the areas of 
initiating plant growth (germination, plant sensory mechanisms, enzyme action, absorption), 
managing plant growth (photosynthesis, respiration, translocation, metabolism, and growth 
regulation), growth and development of animals (embryology, nutrition, immunity systems, and 
processing animal products (preservation, fermentation, and pasteurization).  The course will be 
valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the 
applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. 
Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral 
course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic 
concepts. 
 
Food Science & Technology (10-12) - This course provides learning experiences in food 
science and safety which allow students to apply scientific knowledge and processes to practices 
used in the development and preservation of food products. Issues of food science and safety are 
examined from a scientific and technological perspective. Students critically analyze information 
to evaluate and draw conclusions on the appropriate use of technology to implement food science 
and safety practices. Units of instruction include: principles of food preservation, food 
processing, biochemistry of foods, and food selection and consumer health.   Careers to be 
examined include meat inspector, quality control technician, food processor, and sanitation 
supervisor.  Students will use scientific and technological information about food science and 
safety as a part of developing career plans and personal viewpoints on societal issues concerning 
the development and preservation of food products. Improving computer and workplace skills 
will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Natural Resource Conservation and Management (10-12) - This course develops 
management and conservation skills in understanding the connection between agriculture and 
natural resources. Student knowledge and skills are developed in: understanding natural 
resources and its importance; fish, wildlife, and forestry management and conservation; and 
exploring outdoor recreational enterprises.  Hunting and fishing as a sport, growing and 
managing tree forests, and outdoor safety education will be featured.   Career exploration will be 
discussed including:  park ranger, game warden, campground manager, forester, conservation 
officer, wildlife manager, and related occupations.  Improving computer and workplace skills 
will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
Physical Science Applications in Agriculture (10-12) - This course is designed to reinforce and 
extend students understanding of physical science and the scientific process by associating 
scientific and math principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture.  Topics of 
study are in the areas of scientific investigations, environmental/natural resource systems, 
agricultural production systems, agricultural structural systems, energy and power systems, 
agricultural mechanics and machine systems, and food processing systems.  The course will be 
valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the 
applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. 
Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral 
course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic 
concepts. 
 
Small Engines (10-12) - This course covers theory of operation, disassembly, inspection, 
assembly, and troubleshooting of small gasoline fueled engines.  Emphasis will be placed on 
understanding the universal principles of induction, efficiency, compression, exhaust, camshafts, 
valve-train, lubrication and ignition that are common to all internal combustion engines. 
Demonstrations will be performed to show how the engine will be disassembled and reassembled 
prior to the start of class. Small engines can be used to learn all of the techniques and skills for 
directional learning, and engine rebuilding that are necessary for any size engine.  Working with 
small engines saves storage space, student dollars, consumables, and most importantly longevity 
of purchased small engine products.  Machining and measuring techniques will be learned and 
combined with proper application they can be applied the hard crank generator until. 
 
Landscaping and Turf Management (11-12) - This advanced course focuses on the landscape, 
nursery, and turf segments of the horticulture industry.  Units of student instruction include: 
identifying landscape plants, designing landscape plans, hardscape construction techniques, and 
installing landscape plants.  Agribusiness units will cover calculating prices for work, managing 
a horticulture business, advertising, and sales.  Improving computer and workplace skills will be 
a focus.  Participations in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) projects in an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 



Agricultural Construction and Technology (11-12) – This advanced course focuses on the 
knowledge, hands-on skills, and workplace skills applicable to construction in the agricultural 
industry.  Major units of instruction include:  personal safety, hand tools, power tools, blueprint 
reading, and surveying, construction skills in carpentry, plumbing, electricity, concrete, block 
laying, drywall and painting.  Careers such as agricultural engineers, carpenter, plumber, 
electrician, concrete and block layers, finishers, safety specialists, and other related occupations 
will be examined.  Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus.  Participation in 
FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an 
integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of 
academic concepts. 
 
Supervised Agricultural Education (12) - This course is designed to establish knowledge and 
skills in various agricultural careers.  Students will gain credit by establishing a project at their 
home, at a local business, or at their school usually after normal school hours.  Example projects 
may include, but are not limited to:  working at a garden center, raising 
vegetables/grain/livestock, conducting agri-science experiments in a greenhouse, and training 
horses at a stable.  Students will be required to verify their experiences by keeping written or 
computerized records including:  business agreements, budgets, inventories, daily activities, 
hours worked, income and expenses, total earnings, depreciation, and net worth.  Instructor 
supervision will be conducted to the student’s home or place of employment.    SAE records 
should be evaluated at least once per month.   In addition, SAE lessons are integrated in each 
agricultural course.  SAE participation can lead to full time employment, scholarships, and 
awards through the FFA. This course is in addition to any other agriculture course and does not 
meet as a class but as independent study during a specified homeroom period.  
 

Art  
 
Art I (9-12) - The students will be exposed to a comprehensive study of studio projects that align 
themselves with the Elements and Principles of Design, allowing the student to demonstrate their 
understanding of those concepts in a creative manner. Although project parameters will be 
defined, the students will always be allowed to express themselves individually by modifying the 
project per teacher approval.  
 
Art II (10-12) - The students will be exposed to a greater in-depth study of 2- and 3-dimensional 
concepts through a variety of media. Emphasis will be placed on improving one’s visual 
perception and awareness manipulating the Elements and Principles of Design. Students will be 
introduced to an overview of computer graphic programs. Students will be expected to complete 
assigned studio assignments on Art Concepts, Art History, and Art Appreciation. Perquisite:  A 
grade of C or better in Art I. 
 
 
 
 



Art III (11-12) - The student will be expected to build upon their acquired knowledge and skill 
in art concepts by producing more complex 2- and 3-dimensional studio assignments that 
continue to illustrate their expanding proficiency in manipulating and using a variety of medium. 
Expectations center on a greater degree of complexity, craftsmanship, and technique. The student 
will be expected to complete assigned projects, develop individual projects pending instructor 
approval, and successfully complete assignment academic work. An exploration of careers in Art 
will also be covered. The student will learn to prepare their own artwork for exhibition. 
Perquisite:  A grade of C or better in Art II. 
 
Art IV (12) - The students will develop, in conjunction with the instructor, independent projects 
that illustrate their skills and preferences in creating works of art. The intention of this class is to 
allow the student more freedom to continue to explore mediums of choice, and to continue to 
expand their production skills and talents. The student will develop a comprehensive portfolio, 
under instructor guidance, for possible submission to competitions or scholarships. A portfolio 
critique, either oral or written, will be a part of the student’s final grade.  Perquisite:  A grade of 
C or better in Art III. 
 
Introduction to Photography (10-12) This course will help the students become well rounded 
in the fundamentals of digital photography.  Three areas of instruction will be emphasized: How 
cameras work, how to create compositions, and how to use photo editing software. Students will, 
generally, receive basic instruction, demonstration, and see samples of the desired outcomes, at 
the beginning of each unit.  They will be allowed to go outside and shoot assignments, based on 
specific learning goals. 
  
Advanced Photography (11-12) In this course the students will continue to focus on building 
their photography skills while learning more advanced digital photography techniques. Students 
will continue to learn more about lighting and portraits, while developing their own independent 
styles. This class requires students to analyze, research and to develop their own creative 
explorations in order to develop unique ideas. Students will be required to take additional photos 
outside of school. (This course may be retaken for additional credits)  
 
Computer Graphics (10-12) - The students will be exposed to an in-depth study of computer 
graphic programs such as Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator, and will become proficient in the 
manipulation of the programs as another art medium. Topics could include advertising design, 
corporate identity and branding (logos). In addition, the student will be exposed to various 
advanced study and career options. 
 
Graphic Design (10-12) - Students will learn to use Google apps and the Adobe Suite to 
digitally explore color theory and how to apply it to the building blocks of commercial and 
noncommercial design.  Students will learn how to apply these images to silkscreen and the 
process of printing t-shirts.  Students will also explore the use and creation of texts and fonts in 
corporate branding and how they relate to visual images and visual suggestion.  
 
 



Ceramics/Pottery (10-12) – The course will focus on wheel throwing, hand building, use of 
glazes, and a basic understanding of how to fire clay. Students will learn about different aspects 
of clay such as how it is made and the various chemical changes it goes through.  Each student 
would spend a portion of the semester working on the wheel, and the other portion in the 
classroom with hand building projects.  Prerequisite:  Art I.  
 

Business and Computer Technology 
 
Keyboarding/Formatting (9-10) - The students will be exposed to the proper use, technique, 
and formatting of the keyboard and word processing with emphasis on using the functions of the 
keyboard, keying and formatting letters, memos,, reports tables, resumes, internet reports, and 
powerpoint presentations. This class is a prerequisite for other advanced computer classes. 
 
Introduction to Business (9-10) – The students will be exposed to a basic overview of the 
business world, with emphasis on economic decisions and systems, activity in the economy, the 
global economy, social responsibility, business and organizations, entrepreneurship, careers, 
business management, human resources, and an introduction to banking and finance. 
 
Yearbook (11-12) – Students will design the yearbook for the current school year.  They are 
responsible for meeting strict deadlines, proofreading, and working together as a group to get out 
a quality yearbook to the students and community. 
 
Survey of Technology (9-12) - This class will introduce students to a variety of different 
technologies.  Students will benefit from hands on experience with technologies such as; 
computer hardware, computer programming, web design, media production and editing, 
animation, and 3D modeling.  Students will be allowed to showcase their creativity in this class 
by using these technologies to create their own games, movies, web pages, and more.   
 
Computer Maintenance (9 - 12) - This course will provide students with authentic 
opportunities to apply IT skills in an actual laboratory experience. This student-run help desk 
prepares students to provide first-line technical support to students, support staff, and teachers.  
Students are trained to listen, observe, and assess general end-user issues.  The hands-on 
classroom environment gives students the opportunity to learn how to troubleshoot hardware, 
software, and network problems, as well as process service tickets and inventory stock.  Students 
will work under the supervision of Information Systems Department Staff and will assist staff 
and students in the A-Town Technology Support Center. Access to district technology hardware 
and software will be based on a trust relationship. When students are not troubleshooting or 
assisting others in the building, they will work independently in a structured environment to 
develop digital literacy skills by learning about the latest topics in technology. A two-day 
summer boot camp may be a course requirement—dates will be announced prior to the end of 
the school year.  This course may be repeated. Prerequisite:  Approval of Technology 
Directors and Administration   



Computer Concepts I and II (10-12) - The students will be required to use a variety of software 
and hardware to work on individual and group projects.  This course is intended to prepare the 
students for further study and exposure to more computer technology and applications in other 
advanced classes, both in highschool and college.  This class is intended to be a very intense but 
broad overview to a variety of computer applications.  
 
Accounting (11-12) - The students will be exposed to a variety of accounting skills and 
procedures, both manually and electronically. Specific topics include accounting for sole 
proprietorships, transactions and how they affect the accounting equation, how to journalize and 
post entries, the understanding of worksheets, financial statements payroll accounting, and 
accounting for merchandising corporations. 
 
Audio/Visual I and II (10-12) - The students will be exposed to the techniques and equipment 
necessary to produce audio and visual productions. Specific goals will be the production of the 
daily video announcements with emphasis placed on becoming proficient in sound editing 
tricaster, teleprompter, and camera use.  Various other school wide projects will be produced and 
edited using Adobe Premiere and Final cut Pro programs.  
 
Tech Internships (11-12) - Students will work closely with the Director of Technology in the 
day to day upkeep of the district's technology infrastructure.  Students will maintain hardware 
within the district's 1:1 initiative. Students will also work with the Director of Technology for 
any software and network needs.  This internship has limited positions and will require an 
interview for admittance.  Prerequisite includes Computer Maintenance. 
 
Desktop Publishing (12) —The students will be exposed to the techniques of desktop 
publishing and will produce the high school yearbook, senior video, and monthly 
informational/entertainment video broadcasts. They will also record and edit extracurricular 
events, and stream such to video outlets.  Understanding the concepts of the programs and 
proficiency in the use of the required equipment will be essential. The students should expect to 
spend time outside of class to complete projects.  
 
Cooperative Education (12) —The students will be exposed to a variety of work environment 
protocols through classroom topics and expectations, and will take that knowledge out into the 
workplace.  Students must arrange their own part-time jobs, pending teacher and administrative 
approval, and will receive high school credit for working.  Students cannot work for a family 
member.  This class is intended to provide students with real-time employment experience and to 
develop lifelong skills necessary to be successful in the workforce upon graduation.  
 
Career Exploration/Work Study Course (Cooperative Education Course)  (11-12) —The 
students will be exposed to a variety of work environment protocols through classroom topics 
and expectations, and will take that knowledge out into the workplace. This class is intended to 
provide students with lifelong skills necessary to be successful in the workforce upon graduation. 
This course is a prerequisite for Cooperative Education or can be taken concurrently. 
 



Drivers Education   
 

Drivers Education (9-12 Grade)  – Semester Course - The students will be exposed, through 
mandatory 30 hours of in-class and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction, to the basic laws and 
maneuvers required in driving an automobile, to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to pass 
their driver’s examination and be eligible for their driver’s license.  Specific topics covered 
include the study of signs, signals, right-of-way, laws, and various driving environments and 
conditions.  The students will apply the course content to their BTW experience.  School fees 
apply, and a $20 dollar application fee to the State of Illinois is required for all eligible students 
to take the written exam to receive their instructional permits. 
 

English  
 
English I (9) - The students will be exposed to the essential elements of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and grammar. Independent course units will consist of contemporary and 
time-treasured short stories, novels, and dramas, fiction and nonfiction writing, and the 
application of the parts of speech. Emphasis is placed on the mastery of the fundamental 
elements of language arts.  
 
English Language Arts (9) - Language Arts Laboratory courses provide instruction in basic 
language skills, integrating reading, writing, speaking and listening while placing great emphasis 
on individual student progress. Course content depends upon student abilities ] 
upon entrance into the course, and will include vocabulary building, spelling, and grammar, 
writing and composition, reading silently or aloud, and improving listening and comprehension 
abilities.  Entrance into this course will be based on a variety of factors such as test scores, 
grades, and writing samples from the previous academic year. 
 
English II (9-10) -  The English II curriculum is designed to reinforce study skills, language 
usage, composition methods, reading competence, literature appreciation, vocabulary 
enrichment, and effective test-taking strategies. A thematic approach is used as students read a 
variety of literary genres. Students will write often and will develop essays through all stages of 
the writing process. Emphasis is placed on transitioning to a deeper understanding of the 
essential elements of language arts.  
 
Strategic Reading (9-11) - Strategic Reading courses are intended to improve a student’s 
vocabulary, critical-thinking and analysis skills, or reading rate and comprehension level. 
Although these courses typically emphasize works of fiction, they may also include works of 
nonfiction (including textbooks).  Strategic Reading courses often have a time-management 
focus, offering strategies for note-taking or for understanding and evaluating the important points 
of a text. 
 
 
 



Literature (9-11) - Literature courses offer the opportunity for students to study and reflect upon 
the themes presented in the body of literature being presented.  Students improve their 
critical-thinking skills as they determine the underlying assumptions and values within the 
reading selection and as they understand how the work reflects society's problems and culture. 
Oral discussion in an integral part of literature courses, and written compositions are often 
required.  Literature courses may survey representative works, reflect a particular genre or a 
specific theme, or survey works of a particular time or people. 
 
English III (10-11) - English III consists of advanced language usage, preparation for college 
entrance examinations through vocabulary development and test-taking techniques, and a survey 
of the American experience through literature. Students will learn the writing process and be 
expected to develop and write a research paper. Emphasis is placed on further mastery of critical 
elements of language arts.  
 
Communications Speech (9-12) - Communications courses focus on the application of written 
and oral communication skills through a variety of formal and informal experiences.  The 
courses are performance-based and emphasize effective interpersonal and team building skills. 
Communications courses may also involve the study of how interpersonal communications are 
affected by stereotypes, nonverbal cues, vocabulary, and stylistic choices.  
 
Vocational Composition (10-11) - Vocational Composition courses provide instruction in 
grammar and sentence structure, which will be applied to real-world situations.  Students will 
learn to compose a variety of workplace documents, review and discuss nonfiction literature, and 
complete various projects implementing writing through a variety of technological mediums. 
This course will prepare students to write effectively in a workplace environment.  
 
English IV (11-12) - This senior level course will focus on extensive composition and language 
practice. The student will discover the origins and growth of the English language through 
studying the British tradition of literature. All students will produce major writing assignments, 
including but not limited to, an extensive research paper on an assigned major author and 
literature. Emphasis is placed on the evolution of advanced literary interpretation.  
 
Applied English IV (12) - Students will improve both language and applied English skills by 
learning to communicate effectively in a work environment, as well as developing accuracy and 
confidence in basic reading, writing, and comprehending skills.  Emphasis is placed on preparing 
students for success in the work world post-graduation.  This course is also an ideal option for 
students pursuing a vocational education after high school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Family and Consumer Science 
 
Introduction to Family and Consumer Science (9) –The students will be provided 
opportunities to explore and develop knowledge and skills in understanding themselves and their 
roles in today’s society by focusing on the total area of home economics, homemaking as a 
career, and employment possibilities in the field of FCS. Specific topics covered in class include 
clothing and textiles, foods and nutrition, human development, interpersonal and family 
relationships and related career opportunities. The student will be required to supply all sewing 
unit materials and some for the cooking unit. 
 
Resource Management (Consumer Education) (10-12) – Required Semester Course - A 
graduation requirement, the students will be exposed to units of study that include insurance, 
credit, money management, banking, budgeting, savings, investing, career choices, taxes, 
nutrition facts, and car shopping.  The goal is to help the student become a better and wiser 
consumer.  
 
Foods and Nutrition I and II (10-12) - The students will be exposed to basic food principles 
and applied nutrition for people of all ages through classroom content and limited laboratory 
experiences.  Topics covered include promoting food service and preparation management, 
nutrition concepts, meeting health and safety needs in planning, preparing, and serving food, 
maximizing resources when planning/preparing/serving food, promoting hospitality in food 
practices, and analyzing individual and family nutritional needs in relationship to how they 
change.  Some course supplies will need to be supplied by the student.  Prerequisite:  Foods I. 
 
Parenting and Child Development (10-12) – The students will be exposed to the 
responsibilities and satisfactions of parenthood, and the developmental stages of infants and 
children, in two separate semester sequences.  Topics covered include stress management, 
familiarity with community agencies and services, applying good management and decision 
making skills in parenting, understanding and applying the basic principles of the parenting 
process, understanding and practicing health and safety standards, encouraging human 
relations skills in children and adolescents, becoming more aware of the developmental stages 
of a child’s development and what characteristics accompany them, and research the impact 
having children have on family and career dynamics. 
 
Sewing (10-12) - The students will develop specific knowledge and skill sets in regards to the 
design, development, and production of textile products.  Through a variety of hands-on projects 
based on course content, the students will be exposed to fiber characteristics, fabric construction 
methods, the elements of science and design in textile and apparel, recognition of design 
principles in the selection, construction, altering, and remodeling of textile products, and basic 
construction skills used in the interior furnishings and apparel industries.  All course materials 
will be supplied by the student. 
 
 



Architecture and Interior Design Grades: (11-12) – Semester Course - In Architecture and 
Interior Design, students are provided with the basic knowledge and skills needed to identify 
different styles of housing architecture, select, acquire, maintain and manage living environments 
that meet the needs of the occupants. The course content includes the following areas: locating 
and managing housing, evaluating living space to meet basic needs, creating and maintaining 
living environments, ensuring health and safety, selecting appropriate resources in creating living 
environments, and applying housing and home management choices relating to changing family 
and career patterns. 
 

Foreign Language 
 
Spanish I (9-12) - The students will be exposed to an introduction of the Spanish language and 
its culture concentrating on the most basic functions of the language.  Development of the four 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be addressed through comprehensive work 
on grammar and vocabulary.  In addition, exposure to customs and lifestyles will be presented.  
 
Spanish II (10-12) – The students will build upon their Spanish I experience and concentrate, 
in more depth, on the development of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and comprehension 
skills necessary for advanced study in Spanish III.  Continued exposure to the culture, and how 
the students can relate it to the English culture, will be further explored.  Prerequisite:  A 
grade of “C” or better in Spanish I. 
 
Spanish III (11-12) – The students will be further exposed to the Spanish language through 
more advanced expectations of five curriculum strands emphasized in the Spanish language: 
communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and experiences.  Students continue their 
communication development in three modes, including interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational, emphasizing advanced listening, speaking, reading, writing, and verbal 
communication skills.  Continued exposure and study in the Spanish culture and its integration 
will be covered as well. Prerequisite:  A grade of “C” or better in Spanish II. 
 

Industrial Arts 
 
Industrial Orientation (9) – This course is a series of 9 week units in Manufacturing and 
Production Technology, Transportation Technology, Communication Technology, Energy 
Utilization Technology, and Construction Technology.  Each unit will cover the resources, 
technical processes, industrial applications, technological impact and occupations encompassed 
by that system.  
 
Introduction to Engineering Design (10-12) – The students will be exposed to the process of 
taking an idea through the design process that will culminate in a manufacturer's product. 
Topics covered include engineering design concepts and engineering communication through 
drawing, engaging in various projects and problem solving activities, with emphasis placed on 
the role of the engineer, the design process, product design, analysis, and improvement, and 
designing from an engineering perspective.  The student will become familiar with the program 



Inventor, which is a state-of-the-art 3-D design software program.  This course is intended to 
be a foundational course in the Project Lead the Way course sequence, and all information 
learned will be utilized in more advanced classes.  Preference will be given to those students 
who have completed Algebra I. 
 
Principles of Engineering (11-12) - The students will be exposed to advanced engineering 
concepts that they will encounter in a postsecondary engineering course of study.  Students will 
employ engineering and scientific concepts in the solution of engineering design problems, 
documenting and communicating their work and solutions to peers and members of the 
professional community.  Prerequisite:  Introduction to Engineering Design. 
 
Woods I (10-12) – The students will be exposed to an introduction of woodworking techniques 
and the use of a variety of related power tools.  Topics covered include the safe use of power 
and hand tools, various types of wood and materials, joinery, assembly and finishing of 
projects, and computer aided machining of woodworking projects.  This class is a hands-on 
environment where the students will be expected to practice what techniques are taught and 
produce a finished product. 
 
Woods II (11-12) – The students will be exposed to advanced woodworking techniques, 
building upon their learned skills from Woods I.  Emphasis will be placed on larger and more 
complex projects and multiple smaller projects using more advanced joinery techniques and 
construction methods.  Students are required to produce a yearlong project suitable for judging 
in regional high school competitions.  This class is intended for students who have a serious 
interest in working with their hands and developing skills that might eventually lead to a trade 
or additional post-secondary training. Prerequisite:  “C” or better in Woods I. 
 
Building Trades (11-12) – During this course, students will learn how to remodel a home inside 
and out.  This includes roofing, siding, landscaping, flooring, etc.  Students are required to 
interview with the teacher and upon his approval, a maximum of 8 students will be in the 
course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mathematics 
 
Algebra I (9-12) - Algebra involves the generalization of real arithmetic using variables, the 
formulation and solution of equations and inequalities (primarily linear) arising from real-world 
problems, and the manipulation and use of formulas, probability and statistics.  The focus is on 
the properties of linear equations, but properties of quadratic equations and exponents are also 
introduced.  Equations are represented symbolically, numerically, and graphically. 
 
Geometry (9-12) - Geometry is the study of geometric figures in two and three dimensions and 
their properties.  This course focuses on Euclidean and coordinate geometries with an 
introduction to geometric probabilities.  Coinciding with this study is the development of the 
language and logic of geometry and the bases for an axiomatic system, including the need for 
formal proof.  Most of the properties and theorems are developed from a transformational point 
of view.  Extensive use is made of computer drawing software.  
   
 Algebra II (9-12) - This course continues the study of Algebra focusing on the function 
concept.  Linear, quadratic, power, exponential, and logarithmic functions are studied using 
graphical, symbolic, and numeric representations.  Systems of equations and inequalities are 
solved using various techniques including the use of matrices.  Right triangle trigonometry is 
introduced, probability and statistics are continued.  
 
Advanced Algebra (10–12) - This course will ask students to build upon their earlier 
preparation in algebra to develop increased mathematical skills which include the study of 
logarithms, the unit circle, and trigonometry concepts.  Fundamental concepts of probability and 
data analysis are also studied. Trigonometry is extended to include formulas for angle sums and 
differences and double angles, as well as verifying identities.  The final topic introduces students 
to the notation and concept of limits and derivatives in calculus. Prerequisite: Algebra II 
  
Applied Math (11-12) - This class involves the application of concepts taught in Algebra 1 and 
Geometry. Through projects and activities, students apply their skills and knowledge to real-life 
situations. Algebra 1 concepts used may include ratios/proportions, linear equations and 
inequalities, and the manipulation and use of functions and formulas. Probability and statistics 
will also be included. Geometry concepts may include area and volume of shapes, and 
transformations. A variety of texts and resources will be used in the classroom. Prerequisite: 
Recommendation of Math teacher. 
  
Pre-calculus (11-12) - This course continues the study of functions on a more formal level, 
including work with polynomial and rational functions.  Students are introduced to the notation 
and concept of limits.  Students also learn the logic behind solving equations and inequalities. 
Trigonometry is extended to include formulas for angle sums and differences and double angles. 
The final topic introduces the concept of the derivative in calculus.  
 
 



Calculus (12) - This calculus sequence is intended for those students whose major interest is in 
mathematics, engineering, or the physical sciences. Major topics covered include a review of 
lines and functions, limits, derivatives, applications of differentiation, definite and indefinite 
integrals, and selected topics from analytic geometry. These topics build into the main theme of 
the course: the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.  
 
Senior Mathematics Proficiency Development (12) - This class is a one trimester course meant 
to prepare students who plan on taking the Accuplacer test. Students will review concepts taught 
in Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2. Concepts include real numbers, linear equations, 
inequalities and systems, quadratic expressions and equations, algebraic expressions and 
equations, word problems and applications, computation with integers and fractions, 
computation with decimals, problems involving percent, estimation, ordering and number sense, 
algebraic operations, solving equations and inequalities, trigonometry functions, and coordinate 
geometry. A variety of texts and resources will be used in the classroom. Prerequisite: Seniors 
only.  
 

Music 
 
High School Band (9-12) - Membership is open to all 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students who 
wish to extend their knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of music by playing a wind or 
percussion instrument. Topics covered in this course are as follows:  intermediate to advanced 
music fundamentals, technical achievement, and performance and rehearsal skills through 
exposure to a variety of music styles and genres .High School Band is a performance based class. 
Student learning will be evaluated through the following required activities: Pep band (during 
high school home football and basketball games), homecoming activities, and Concert 
performances (two to three a year).  Each performance is considered a test grade.  Jazz Band will 
meet outside of regular band time, and will be audition based.   Finally, band students will be 
strongly encouraged to participate in various contests and festivals.  (Required Books:  Essential 
Elements 2000 Book #2 will be used through High School for warm ups and learning new 
techniques. Students are responsible for this purchase.) 
 
High School Choir (9-12) - The students will continue to develop their vocal skills in more 
advanced and challenging musical arrangements, and will also be exposed to additional music 
appreciation and concepts through academic coursework.  Since High School Chorus is 
considered an advanced music offering, the students will be required to perform in multiple 
concerts and contests throughout the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education and Health 
 
Advanced P.E. (10-12) – The students will be exposed to rigorous and performance based 
expectations in strength development and conditioning through the exposure to the basic 
fundamentals of weight training in sport-specific workouts.  Emphasis will be on the 
development of speed, agility, flexibility, strength, and endurance.  This course is intended for 
students who are serious about their physical conditioning, as expectations are high. 
 
High School P.E. (9-12) – The students will be instructed in areas of physical fitness, leisure 
time activities, lifetime wellness activities, and all types of games and sports.  The students will 
be exposed to a variety of units each year including, but not limited to: soccer, football, 
volleyball, basketball, hockey, badminton, pickle ball, and handball.  Emphasis is put on 
positive effort and other workplace skills through instruction, physical activity, and academic 
activities. 
 
High School Health (10-12) – The students will be exposed to an in depth study of Mental 
Health issues, Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco awareness, sex education, STDs, and infectious 
diseases, and will emphasize developing healthy habits and good decision making. 
 

Science 
 
Physical Science  – This is an introductory science course that will cover concepts of chemistry, 
physics and earth/space including; nature of science, nature and interactions of matter, energy 
and motion, waves, light, and sound, electricity, geosphere and energy resources.  
 
Biology I (9-12) – The students will be exposed to Biological concepts such as cellular structure 
and functions, genetics, comparative anatomy and physiology, and the study of the animal 
kingdom. 
 
Zoology (10-12) – The students will be exposed to advanced college preparation material in 
botany, zoology, conservation science, and ecology, utilizing diagrams, reports, collections, 
discussions, and other lab activities emphasizing practical applications of learned material. 
Prerequisite:  Must have a passing grade in Biology I 
 
Chemistry (10-12) – The students will be exposed to the study of matter, its structure, 
properties, composition, and changes it undergoes via stimulus.  Topics include scientific 
measurement, atomic structure and periodic trends, the nature of matter, chemical formulas and 
bonding, dimensional analysis, chemical equations and reactions, energy and phases, gas laws, 
and acids and bases.  Lab activity is an integral component in this course. 
 
 
 



Physics (10-12) – The students will be exposed to advanced college preparation material, 
through a variety of topics, including measurements, straight line motion, forces and dynamics, 
momentum, projectiles, circular and rotary motion, energy, matter properties, heat, and energy 
waves.  Light and optics, electricity, magnetism, and semiconductors will also be covered. 
Prerequisite:  Completed or currently enrolled in Algebra II.  
 
Technological Inquiry (10-12) - Technological Inquiry courses provide students with an 
understanding of the use of process skills as an integral part of scientific activity and 
technological development. Students learn how scientific phenomena are explained, measured, 
predicted, organized, and communicated. Students will be presented with a problem to 
solve/understand by scientific inquiry. Where they will design, test, and reflect/evaluate their 
models in a way to determine what practices would yield the best results.  Topics covered may 
include energy and motion, electricity, gravity, magnetism, heat, the structure of matter, basic 
engineering, and how matter reacts to materials and forces. 
 
Conceptual Physics (11-12) – The course would focus on the principles of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, math) where students will be required to research a problem/solution, 
design various models to scale, collect data using various instruments and analyze their results. 
Students will reverse engineer various modern day structures, calculate and analyze their 
strengths and drawbacks.  Then fabricate their own designs, test them and compare the empirical 
data.  Prerequisite:  Completed or currently enrolled in Algebra II.  
 
Anatomy and Physiology (11-12) – The students will be exposed to a variety of advanced 
topics covering the human body and is geared toward students who wish to further their 
education in a medical field after high school.  Specific emphasis will be placed on the structure 
and function of body parts, what the body is comprised of, and how it all works together within 
the eleven body systems. 
 
The following courses are .5 credit/1 trimester courses offered on a rotational 
basis. 
 
Environmental Science (10 -12) - Environmental Science courses examine the mutual 
relationships between organisms and their environment. In studying the interrelationships among 
plants, animals, and humans, these courses usually cover the following subjects: photosynthesis, 
recycling and regeneration, ecosystems, population and growth studies, pollution, and 
conservation of natural resources. Students will gain hands on experience maintaining aquatic 
and hydroponic systems. 
 

Genetics and Ethics (11-12) - The students will be exposed to advanced college preparation 
material in the current principles of heredity at the molecular, cellular, and organismic level, with 
emphasis placed on gene structure and expression, gene transfer and regulation, cancer, genetic 
engineering, human hereditary diseases, and population genetics. We will also look at current 
and upcoming ethical issues in science (debates will be a part of the class).  Prerequisite: Bio I 
or II with an A or B and teacher recommendation. 
 



Social Science/History 
 
U.S. History I (9) – Required Course - The students will be exposed to an in depth study of 
United States History from the earliest Americans through the foundation of the United States of 
America. Emphasis will be placed on early American civilizations, native and European contact, 
colonial life in America, events leading up to the revolutionary war, the revolutionary war, and 
the first administrations. Topics covered will include geography, religion, economics, politics, 
social and cultural structures, and the role those have played in the growth of our nation. Student 
skills will be asked to analyze primary sources and write on a variety of historical perspectives. 
 
U.S. History II (9) – Required Course - The students will be exposed to an in depth study of 
United States History from the Jacksonian Era through the reconstruction. Emphasis will be 
placed on the study of the War of 1812, Jacksonian democracy, Industrialism, changes in society, 
events leading to the Civil War, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. Topics covered will include 
geography, religion, economics, politics, social and cultural structures, and the role those have 
played in the growth of our nation. Student skills will be asked to analyze primary sources and 
write on a variety of historical perspectives.  
 
U.S. History III (10) – Required Course - The students will be exposed to an in depth study of 
United States History from the end of the Civil War Reconstruction through WWII. Emphasis 
will be placed on the study of Progressivism, Big Business, World War I, the 1920’s, the Great 
Depression, the development of Fascism, World War II, the origins of the Cold War. Topics 
covered will include geography, religion, economics, politics, social and cultural structures, and 
the role those have played in the growth of our nation. Student skills will be asked to analyze 
primary sources and write on a variety    of historical perspectives.  Freshman may take this 
course in the third trimester if they have already passed U.S. History I and II. 
 
Government (11) – Required Course - This course will focus on satisfying state requirements 
on the Federal and State Constitution. We will also study the history of the American Flag and 
current Constitutional issues. The course will also include the history of our state and local 
government. We will look at current issues of government and how those issues affect our local 
area.  
 
 
 
 
Ancient World History (10–12) – The students will be exposed to the development of Humans 
and origins of Civilization, with specific emphasis on the development of river valley 
civilizations.  This course will lead students through a detailed study of the development of 
humanity from the prehistoric age through approximately 1500, concentrating on geography, 
religion, economics, politics, and social/cultural structures. 
 
Current Events (10–12) - This course deals with the trends in history and politics today. Current 
events form the basis of discussion with research into the causes of the problem under discussion 



as well as possible solutions. This is writing and research based course. Students will be 
assigned readings and writings weekly. The final for this course is a research paper. 
 
Eastern Geography (10 -12) - This class will cover the physical, political, and cultural 
geography of the eastern hemisphere. We will look at how the physical geography of a region 
affects the people of that region and how it affects the political divisions (boundaries between 
countries) of the eastern hemisphere. We will also spend a large portion of the class studying the 
countries and people of the eastern hemisphere and how they affect life in the eastern 
hemisphere. 
 
Illinois History (10–12) - Students will be exposed to the study of Illinois History, concentrating 
on the development of Illinois as a state from pre-historic Illinois to the present day, specifically 
concentrating on how geography, religion, economics, politics, and social/cultural structures 
factored into the development of our state. This is a writing and research intensive course. 
Students will have weekly writing and research assignments assigned from various sources. 
The final for this course is a research paper. 
 
Modern European History (10-12) – The students will be exposed to an in depth study of 
European History from 1500 – 1914.  The course concentrates on the rise of the European nation 
states, with specific topics including the Renaissance, Reformation, English, French, and 
American Revolutions, and the development of European dominance in the 19th century. 
  
U.S. History in Film (10-12) - This course will focus on viewing American History from the 
perspective of Hollywood with classic American films.  Specific analysis of certain events or 
time periods in history comparing and contrasting their portrayal on film versus historians 
viewpoints will be a focus of the course.  Also, there will be an examination of the history of the 
film industry and its ability to make social commentary or create truth or myth around certain 
events, people, or cultures throughout American History.  Prerequisite:  U.S. History I, II, and 
III. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. History IV (10-12) - The students will be exposed to an in depth study of United States 
History from the end of the start of the Cold War through the present. Emphasis will be placed 
on the events that brought an end to the second World War, the 1920’s, the Great Depression, the 
development of Fascism, World War II, the origins of the Cold War, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, the Cold War at home, the post war boom, the American Dream, Kennedy, the 
race to the moon, MLK, 70’s, 80’s 90’s, 9/11 and other. Students will examine the historic, and 
the political, and social development of the US from the 1950s through today. Topics covered 
will include geography, religion, economics, politics, social and cultural structures, and the role 



those have played in the growth our nation. Student skills will be asked to analyze primary 
sources and write on a variety of historical perspectives.  
 
Western Geography (10–12) - This class will cover the physical, political, and cultural 
geography of the western hemisphere. We will look at how the physical geography of a region 
affects the people of that region and how it affects the political divisions (boundaries between 
countries) of the western hemisphere. We will also spend a large portion of the class studying the 
countries and people of the western hemisphere and how they affect life in the western 
hemisphere. 
 
World History in Film (10-12) - This course will focus on viewing World History from the 
perspective of domestic and foreign produced film, and how it depicts certain time frames and 
cultures throughout world history.  Specifically, it will focus on certain historical topics, the use 
of film to tell that story and examine the reliability of the film’s portrayal of history as compared 
to actual historian’s point of view. (1000 bc - 1800’s). Prerequisite:  Ancient World History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dual Credit 
 
Students wanting to take dual credit courses must attend a mandatory dual credit meeting with 
a parent or guardian.  All courses are taught at Abingdon-Avon High School by Carl Sandburg 
College instructors.  Students will earn high school and college credit for these courses. 
Payments for these courses are made through Carl Sandburg College, and students must 
purchase or rent the required textbooks.  
 



Students are also required to take the Accuplacer placement test for reading and math. 
Accuplacer scores determine a student’s mandatory placement into college level courses 
(classes with course number 100 and above).  There is no charge to take the Accuplacer 
placement test.  Minimum score requirements on the Accuplacer test are as follows: 
 
Reading:  70 
Mathematics:  
 
In lieu of taking the Accuplacer placement test, official ACT or SAT scores will be accepted 
for placement if the test was taken within two years of the admission date to CSC.  Minimum 
score requirements on the ACT or SAT are as follows: 
 
English/Writing: ACT 20  
Reading: ACT 20 
Math:  ACT 25 
 
Reading/Writing:  SAT 480 
Math:  SAT 530  
 
ECO.101 Introduction to Economics  (11-12)   

This is a survey course designed to expose students to economics, providing a broad introduction 
to the theory, problems and applications found in daily life from the view of households, 
business and government. The course is designed for the social science major as well as the 
student who wants a greater understanding of economic basics, including economic fluctuations. 
Among the topics to be covered are the concepts of incentives, information, supply and demand, 
trade and globalization, international economics, money and banking.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENG.101 Freshman Composition 1 (11) 
This course is the first in a sequence of two freshman composition and rhetoric courses. It is 
designed for individuals planning to pursue a bachelor's degree as well as those who wish to 
develop proficiency in writing. Emphasis is on critical reading, organization, logical thought, 
paragraphing, sentence structure, grammar and punctuation. Also studied will be argumentation 



and inductive/deductive reasoning.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
Prerequisite - Either placement according to the COMPASS score, or completion of ENG.098 
with a Cor better. 
 
ENG.102 Freshman Composition 2 (11) 
This course is second in a sequence of two freshman composition and rhetoric courses. Emphasis 
is on reading and writing about various types of prose, especially short fiction and the novel. A 
research paper that demonstrates analysis of the novel is the primary writing activity.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
Prerequisite - A grade of C or better in ENG.101 or the equivalent and a passing mark on the 
Comp 1 Exit Exam.  At least a C must be earned to count this course toward an AA, AS, AFA, 
or AAS. 
 
HIS.105 American History to 1877 (11-12) 
This course presents a survey of United States history from the European discovery to the close 
of the Reconstruction Era. It emphasizes the economic, cultural, and political factors which led 
to the development of one nation from a diversity of peoples. Topics studied are the religious and 
social structure of colonial America, the factors leading to the break with England, the 
democratization of America, Manifest Destiny, sectional and social tensions leading to the Civil 
War, Reconstruction, and the beginnings of industrialization. The course is intended for 
individuals who plan to pursue a bachelor's degree and those who desire to strengthen their 
understanding of the development of our national institutions. 
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
 
HIS.106 American History from 1877 (12) 
This course is a survey of major economic, political, and social trends from the Reconstruction 
Era to the present.  Among the topics examined are the growth of America as a major industrial 
and military power, the problems of minorities, the Cold War, and the post-Cold War era. 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 



MAT 109 Concepts of Mathematics (11-12) 
This course is designed to fulfill general education requirements.  In the development of topics, 
the focus shall be on mathematical reasoning and the solving of real-life problems.  Calculators 
and computers will be used regularly.  The units studied include probability and counting 
techniques, logic, and set theory, the mathematics of finance, and statistics.  Included in the 
approach to these topics shall be the use of mathematical models and group projects.  
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate:  AA, AS, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
Prerequisites - Two years of high school algebra and one year of high school geometry with 
grades of C or better; or an ACT Math score of 25; or a score of 4 or 5 on the PARCC exam; or 
the appropriate placement exam score; or take MAT.086 with a grade of C or better; or 
MAT.098 with a grade of C or better; or MAT.099 with a grade of C or better. 
 
MUS.100 Music in the Western World (11-12) 
Through understanding of the common elements of music, students will trace the common 
ingredients of music from the Middle Ages to the present day.  The study is undertaken in an 
historical and cultural perspective that highlights the great composers and compositions of the 
last 1000 years. 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate:  AA, AS, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
 

MUS. 101 Intro to American Music (12) 
This course traces the origins and changes in our folk, religious, classical, and popular music 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
MUS. 105 Non-Western Music (12) 
This course covers the basic elements of music (melody, rhythm, harmony, and form) and 
perspective listening as they relate to non-Western music. Examines the music culture of several 
non-Western societies. 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
 



PHL.101 Intro to Philosophy (11-12) 
This course is for the student who questions or has in interest in the assumptions on which many 
decisions, values and purposes of institutions and society rest.  The course deals with major 
philosophical problems, such as reality and does one’s view of reality make any difference. 
Knowledge and various ways of knowing will be studied as well as the conflict between those 
who believe in free will and those who believe in determinism.  
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
 
POS.122 American Government and Politics (11) 
This course covers the origin, principles, organization and functions of the American political 
system. It examines the legislative, executive and judicial branches in the United States as well 
as the nature and purposes of the nation-state in a democratically oriented society. Topics 
covered include the Constitution, civil liberties and civil rights, the three branches of 
government, political parties, elections, and appropriate comparisons to Illinois Government. 
This course is of interest both to persons planning to pursue a baccalaureate degree and other 
persons interested in increasing their understanding of the American system of government.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
PSY.101 Introduction to Psychology (11-12) 
This course is designed to provide an understanding of a variety of topics within the field of 
psychology. It is not only designed for students planning on majoring in psychology, but for 
those who have an interest in the scientific basis of behavior, thought, and the physiological 
processes that underlie each.  
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
Prerequisite - A COMPASS Reading score of 83 or above is required, or RDG.096 with a grade 
of C or better or an ACT Reading score of at least a 20. 
PSY.265 Developmental Psychology (12) 
This course is a study of the development of human beings over the entire lifespan.  It begins 
with an overview of developmental theories and then traces the individual from conception 
through infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, aging, and death.  
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits: 
Degree or Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 
Prerequisite - A COMPASS Reading score of 83 or above is required, or RDG.096 with a grade 
of C or better or an ACT Reading score of at least a 20. 



 
SOC.101 Introduction to Sociology (11)   

The purpose of this course is to acquaint the student with the discipline of sociology as it applies 
to contemporary American society. This course provides an orientation to the student interested 
in social science or the helping professions. Among specific topics to be studied are: how the 
sociologist gathers information, the importance of culture and symbols, personality development, 
the changing structure of the family, social class and inequality, race and ethnicity, and deviant 
behavior.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
SPE. 120 Introduction to Public Speaking (12) 
This is a performance course in public speaking. The principles of oral public communication 
will be presented through readings and lecture. The student will apply these principles in the 
speeches presented to the class. Emphasis will be placed on outlining and the discovery and 
organization of important ideas and the communication of those ideas to a specific audience. 
Written evaluation of speeches will be required to enhance critical communication skills. This 
course is intended for individuals who desire to complete a bachelor's degree and those who 
desire to develop competence in public speaking.  
 
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable.  
 
THE.110 Theater Arts Appreciation (11-12) 
This course examines the arts of the theatre, particularly acting, directing and set design.  Also 
treated are the related topics of film and the development of the theatre including an historical 
account of the play as an artistic and literary form.  This course will appeal to those who wish to 
gain greater knowledge of the things which go into the making of a theatrical production.  
Applicable toward graduation at Sandburg where program structure permits:  Degree or 
Certificate - AA, AS, AFA, AAS, AGS, and Certificates where applicable. 

Galesburg Area Vocational Center 
 
The following is a list of career and technical education programs open to Abingdon-Avon 
Junior and Senior students.  Students must fill out the GAVC application and will be notified if 
they are accepted into the course.  The GAVC course fee is $175.00 per semester.  For more 
information on GAVC’s career and technical education offerings, please go to www.gavc.org.  
 
Auto Mechanics I 
Auto Mechanics II 

http://www.gavc.org/


Building Trades 
CNC 
Culinary Occupations 
Early Childhood Education I 
Early Childhood Education  II 
Electricity 
Engineering Design 
Fire Science 
Health Occupations (Semester Course) 
Introduction to Pharmacology 
Law Enforcement 
Medical Terminology 
Networking Technology 
Welding 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


