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Saturday we learned a lot about Lyme. As a result I began to question some basic assumptions, John Cook, grade 3,  
(pictured below and at right with the sheep and butter - I love photoshop) helped me put them all into perspective 
( ‘cause I need that kind of help).  Here are the facts:

In 1855 there were 13,176 sheep in Lyme. 
That’s 9 sheep for every man, woman or child who currently lives in Lyme.  

I understand why a lion would be a popular choice for mascot among  Elementary aged students, HOWEVER, 
judging by the number of lions around town (zero at last count), compared to the number of sheep that once 
roamed Lyme’s hills (13,176), we could make a very good argument that the prosperous and noble sheep should 
be our actual mascot.   Here are some other interesting Lyme facts we learned while in school on a Saturday:

Following the hurricane of  ‘38, 4.2 million board feet of lumber was salvaged from Post Pond.
 That is enough to construct 2,100 average homes. 

 

In 1890, 173,616 lbs of butter was produced at the Lyme Creamery.
That’s 115 pounds  per person. That’s a lot of bypass surgeries.



In 1985, Lyme was New Hampshire’s most unpaved town 
with 58 miles of dirt roads. (T-shirt Idea: Lyme ♥’s Potholes) 

In 1820, due to Lumbering and Sheep grazing, 
only 15% of Lyme was forested compared to 

95% today.  

 Suddenly, I’m feeling better about lions.   I am also thinking our new school 
motto should be:
Lyme School: At least our mascot is not a Sheep

Not to mention that sheep are grammatically awkward animals.  “Sheep” 
is the singular and plural!?  Who do they think they are! Even Lions yield 

to a plural “s” ! 
-- Now, I am outraged. Sheep are officially on my “List”-- along  with 
meteorologists and telemarketers who ask for me by my first name.  

Perspective is Everything... Especially on Saturdays

 Newsletter EXCLUSIVE:
The official spokesperson for Lyme’s sheep sat down 
with the Newsletter for a exclusive interview to 
discuss their recent consideration for  mascot status.

 Interview Excerpt:
Newsletter: As you know, Lyme believes in 
encouraging a rich imagination balanced with a 
thorough base of knowledge, what have you 
created or learned recently?
Sheep:  I realized I prefer synthetic fiber and dislike 
foliage... and I would add that I would make a perfect 
mascot based upon the fact that I am so commonly 
associated with independent thinkers and fierce 
determination.  
Newsletter: Can I be done with this interview?

A: a bubble
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Imagination and Knowledge

Spot

Take Your Town to School Day
This Saturday, May 14th

In anticipation for our town’s 250th anniversary we are devoting  Saturday 
the 14th to learning  all about our history and it only seems appropriate that we do so as part of 
our “Multiage Activity”. “Multiage” is part of the Lyme School curriculum intended to 
encourage peer to peer mentoring, leadership, and a sense of responsibility to one another 
through building  relationships across age groups.  This time our Multiage Activity was multi 
generational as we welcome community members of all ages to join us. Because we never stop 
learning!   Ever heard the story behind the cannon and monument on the Common? The 
Horseheds? The Town Jail and Cemetery Cooler? Ever heard of Ebenezer Tinkham or 
Rhodolph Hall?  Come Saturday and thanks to the Lyme Historians you can say “Yes”!  

-Iris, Grade 1
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Iris’ Riddle:
I am lighter than a feather, but 10 
men can not pick me up,   I am round 
as a ball and made of gas. 
What am I?	
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The

Converse Free Library

Take a family outing  to the library on 
Wednesday evenings or Saturday mornings. 
        Library Hours:
        Monday, 1-5
        Tuesday and Thursday, 10-5
        Wednesday, 10-8
        Friday, 10-3
        Saturday, 9-12
Chose a DVD from the recently expanded 
video collection thanks to a bequest from the 
Estate of Gordon T. Heard.

Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Monday

Pasta w/ or w/out 
Sauce and Meatballs

Green Beans
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Tuesday

Sloppy Joes w/ Buns
Carrots

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Pudding

Wednesday

Turkey Sandwich
lettuce, tomatoes, onion

Potato Salad
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Thursday
Chicken Burgers

Rice
Green Beans
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Friday

Grilled Cheese Sandwich
on white or whole wheat
Chicken Noodle Soup

Peas
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Contact me at: JValence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125  or just stop by.

You may print color copies of the Newsletters 
at:  www. LymeSchool.org

Lunch
Week of

5/16 to 5/20

Local
Produce

Morning Meeting
Students will present art work from last Saturday’s timeline

Tour of Lyme History around the Common
The old Jail • the Cemetery “Cooler” • Notable buildings around 
the common • The Civil War Memorial • Cemetery Stories: facts 
about “famous” Lyme individuals resting in peace.

Snack Break (Provided)
Local Apples • Local Popcorn • Cabot cheese & Lemonade

Tours of the Lyme School by Lyme School students through out the day

Shoebox Architecture.  Recreating  some of Lyme’s Buildings out of 
Shoeboxes to be displayed in the school and on the Anniversary Weekend.

Old Time Community Barbeque.  Members of the Lyme 250th 
Anniversary Committee will be serving at the barbeque -- Lemonade, Hot 
Dogs, Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers and condiments.

Take Our Town to School Day
9am - 1pm

Saturday,  May 14th

Local
Farm to School

The PTO is holding a Family Barn Dance as a  FUNdraiser - 
Saturday evening June 11 from 6:00pm - 9:pm. Award-winning 
Dudley Laufman and his wife will be calling  the dance.  Mr. Laufman, 
a musician and barn dance caller from Canterbury, N.H., has received 
the nation’s highest honor in the folk and traditional arts through the 
National Heritage Fellowship, presented by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. The Family Barn Dance will be held at the Ramsden's 
Barn on Breck Hill Rd. We will be selling Lyme School medallions, 
holding a 50/50 raffle and a pie auction during  the evening. Tickets 
include a meal and are available for pre-sale through the PTO 
(greene.gildone@gmail.com).  Tickets are $10.00 each with a family 
cap of $50.00. BYOB. All ages, all towns, all skill levels welcome. 
Look for Reservation Forms in your next Thursday Folder. 
Promenade! 
Please go to the Barn Dance wiki site  (the Lyme School website, 

click on the PTO link, and open the barn dance wiki page) and 
sign up where you can help! Thanks!!

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

Grab Your Partner! 
Do-Si-Do! Don't you know!

Family Barn Dance! 

Maypole Celebration • May 26th

Alumni Breakfast • May 27th

Spring Concert • June 15th

Honors Night • June 16th

Graduation • June 18th

Mark your 

calendars 

now!!

They are 
closer 

than you 
think !

Local
Beef
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