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SCHOOL YEAR

Whenever I think of an ideal place, I imagine a small town, 
surrounded by trees, modest homes dotting its hillsides.   Through the 
windows of these homes, a long and colorful history can be seen and 
is shared.  At the center of this ideal place are its people,  people who 
gather together at town meetings, at post offices, or along side 
streets-- and in the hearts of these people is the strong and sincere 
spirit of respect and cooperation.  Two attributes that are the 
cornerstones of a small communities ability to thrive.  

Occasionally, I scan the world for references of this ideal place, 
but ideals are rarely experienced in their entirety, for as ideals 

they are untarnished by the fallibility that reality brings.  Ideals may 
be rare because we may view our lives through the lens of cynicism or 
we just don’t notice them through the fog of hurried lives.

However, I consider myself very fortunate, because every now and 
then I catch a glimpse of this place.  I see the small town, the trees and 
the sincerity in people’s hearts.   Those moments come frequently now, 
since I have come to live in this small town.

This past Saturday we gathered on a day when we would otherwise be 
tarrying to one place or another.   We gathered to share something  that 
is uniquely ours, our history. A history that we are building  and 
shaping each day we spend walking  on this 10 by 10 mile patch of land 

we have chosen to be our home.  

Saturday was a day to enjoy laughter, dancing, imagining, and the fact that we live in a 
town that we can be served lunch by our police department, our fire department and 
our neighbors.  It was a great day, and it was a Saturday spent at the Lyme School.
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Who Would Have Thought School on a 
Saturday Could be So Much Fun?

Thursday, May 4, 2011

Lyme Has Talent to Spare !
Forget all those shows on TV, they don’t have 

diddly-- This past Friday we were witness to one 
of the favorite events of spring.  The Student 

Council’s Talent Spring Show.  This year’s was one 
of the finest we have had with a plethora of acts 

from every grade -- including  one from the entire fifth 
grade (the Cha-Cha Slide) -- piano players dancers, 
hula hoopers, jugglers, gymnasts, singers, Multi-
instrumented musicians, and actors.  It was very 

impressive.  Thanks to the Student 
Council and their advisor Mrs. 
Cove.  I can’t wait till next year!

On the 28th we held our kindergarten registration and 
met some amazing kids-- 19 to be precise.  We are very 
excited to welcome them and their families to the Lyme 
School.  This week we are also beginning  the 
interviewing process to select our new kindergarten 
teacher.  Mrs.  Fleming  will be teaching  2nd grade next 
year with Ms. Campbell.  As one may expect we received a large 
(some would say overwhelming) number of applicants.   I almost 
wish I had more positions to fill (almost) because so many of the 
applicants possess such a variety of experiences and 
talent.  Ultimately, we will need to narrow our search 
and hire only one, which will be no simple task.   We 
look forward to introducing the new Kindergarten 
teacher to you soon. 
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Kindergarten News
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Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Monday

Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers
or Veggie Burgers

Lettuce, Tomato, Onion
Fries
Corn

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Tuesday
Meat or Veggie Pizza

Broccoli
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Wednesday

Chicken Fingers
Roasted Potatoes

Green Beans
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Thursday
Soft Tacos w/ salsa,

lettuce, tomatoes, cheese
Corn Chips

Peas
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Friday

Mac ‘n Cheese w/ or 
w/out meatballs

Dinner Roll
Carrots

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Contact me at: JValence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125  or just stop by.

You may print color copies of the Newsletters 
at:  www. LymeSchool.org

Lunch
Week of

5/9 to 5/13

NECAP Science Tests will 
be administered next 

Tuesday and Thursday to 
4th and 8th graders and 
we are hoping  for 100% 

attendance on those days!

Please go to the Lyme School website, click on the PTO wiki pages and sign 
up to help out with this fun and exciting "FUNdraiser" . There are many small 
manageable tasks for those with limited time to give. Thanks in advance for 
your part in making this a really fun community event. 

On Wednesday, May 10, at 7:00 I will  be 
showing the documentary "It's A Girl's 
World".  This is a film about social bullying.  

The film was shot in Montreal, Canada, and 
explores relational aggression within a 
group of ten year olds. The  film actually 

captures real life scenarios of bullying  behavior on and off the 
playground.   I have shown this film before,  but if you haven't 
seen it, it is very eye opening.  I hope you can join me for the 
film and a discussion to follow.   -- Helen Skelly

The PTO is holding a family Barn dance as a 
FUNdraiser Saturday evening  June 11 from 6:00pm - 

9:pm. Award winning Dudley Laufman and his wife 
have been hired as caller/musicians. The Ramsden's have very generously 
offered to let us hold the dance in their barn. We will be selling Lyme School 
medallions, holding  a 50/50 raffle and a pie auction during the evening. Ticket 
price will include a meal.

Take Our Town to School Day
9am - 1pm

Saturday,  May 14th
Morning Meeting  Students will present town related performances
Tour of Lyme History around the Common
The old Jail• the Cemetery “Cooler” • Notable buildings around the common • The 
Civil War Memorial • Cemetery Stories: facts about “famous” Lyme individuals 
resting in peace.

Snack Break (Provided)
Tours of the Lyme School by Lyme School students through out the day

Shoebox Architecture  Recreating some of Lyme’s Buildings out of 
Shoeboxes to be displayed in the school and on the Anniversary Weekend.
Old Time Community Barbeque.  Members of the Lyme 250th 
Anniversary Committee will be hosting the barbeque -- Lemonade, Hot 
Dogs, Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers and a variety of accompanying sides.

Local
Beef

Local
Produce

Call your Neighbors, invite them to join you! 
Then let us know who and how many guests you 

will be bringing...
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Faith Catlin will once again run her multiaged theatre workshops at Loch 
Lyme for all ages.  Kids 6 & 7 are welcome to come if they bring an older 
friend or relative.  For more information please go to Lochlymelodge.com

Summer Theater Camp @ Loch Lyme Lodge
For children of all ages 

Week of July 11th - 15th  • July 18 -22 • July 25 -29
10:00am-1:00pm  $175/week

P.T.O.

Message 

from the Family Barn Dance

Teen Night
Open to Grades 5-8

Friday May 6th
at 6:30 - 8:30

Sponsored by the 7th Grade

2011-2012 

calendar in 
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