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Welcome to our New 
Instructional Assistant
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Last week Amy Gannon joined us to help 
support math instruction in the 5th & 6th 
grades for the remainder of the year.   In the 

past this need has been met in part by our 
Differentiation Coordinator,  Kate Cook. This year 
due to increased enrollment and the town’s desire 

to reduce the tax burden Kate’s responsibilities 
were shifted to teaching in the third grade.  
Unfortunately, students’ needs persisted 

despite the desire to keep taxes down (funny 
how the two never seem to to be related, 

despite some individuals’ insistence that they 
need to).  Fortunately, we were able to apply for 

Federal Stimulus funds (which will no 
longer be available after September) and 
hire Amy.  And how fortunate is that!  
Amy taught middle school science in 
Texas and has been a very popular and 
effective substitute at our school  over 
the past year.  She brings experience, 
energy and expertise that will be very 
helpful in ensuring that students have 
the greatest opportunity to understand 
and perform the skills they will  be 

expected to demonstrate in the future.  We are very 
excited that someone with Amy’s talent and 

expertise was available 
for our students  and our 
staff.  After only a short 
time I have already heard 
from students, teachers 
and paren t s what a 
difference she has made.  
Thanks, Amy you are 
awesome!  

Our plan in the long  term 
to address this need is, in part, the return of Kate 
Cook, to her previous role of Differentiation 
Coordinator.  This, and other issues, will of course 
be determined by the outcome of the budget vote 
which takes place on March 3rd at 7pm in the 
s c h o o l G y m n a s i u m / C o m m u n i t y R o o m .  
Attendance would benefit your children and your 
community.Topic

Town Meetings:
Little Town Meeting • March 1st

No voting takes place at this meeting
Review of information • Introduction of 
candidates • Questions about budgets

School Budget Meeting • March 3rd
Vote on School Budget

Town Meeting • March 8th Begin at 8am
Vote on Town Budget and Warrants

Topic

One of the components of our math program is the study 
of probability and the use of probability to predict 
outcomes.  Students often use this data to create 
graphs.  A few weeks ago I was able to spend 
time with the kindergarten as they looked at the 
probability of the sums of rolling two die (or is 
it dice?...  either way it was wicked fun).  
Probability is an important skill especially when one 
determines the necessity of delaying  or closing school.  I 
have found that the best way to predict weather is 
AFTER it has taken place. According to my recent 
study, accuracy increased significantly when predictions 
were made following the actual events.   To assuage the 
skeptics of my study I will elaborate on my methods. These 
studies were conducted at around 5 pm following the day’s weather and 
include three data points:  1) first hand observation of 
what actually took place, 2) the condition of my car’s 
front bumper (which you may notice had several 
unique contours and is missing  several of the plastic 
parts), and 3) the number of questionable glances I 
get from parents who have unexpectedly spent the 
day with their spirited children. 
As a result of this study I have come to the following 
conclusions: 
1) my car’s airbags don’t work, 
2) I believe meteorologists really enjoy their job, rolling  dice, flipping 

coins and naming hurricanes after their favorite great aunt, 
3) the probability of anyone below the age of 14 disagreeing with school 

closing is 0% (I graphed it so it has to be true), 
4) and finally,  it is really hard to fill the 

newsletter with a week’s worth of events 
when you lose a day.

Age

Appreciation of snow days
HighLow
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Friday, February 4, 2011

Middle school math team Mrs. Skelly and 
Mrs. Merrill  with Mrs. Gannon

NASA may not be 
headed to the moon 
soon, but our 1st 
graders sure are!
Pictures drawn during 
art class as part of the 
study of the moon in 
science.

Rylie, Skouly and Dylan, Grade 1
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Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Monday

Pasta w/ or w/out sauce & meatballs
Green Beans
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Popsicle

Tuesday

Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers
or Veggie Burgers

Lettuce, Tomato, Onion
Fries
Corn

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Wednesday

Hot Dogs w/ Buns
Cole Slaw

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Pudding w/ whipped cream

Thursday
Chicken Fingers

Rice
Stir-fry Vegetables

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Friday

Grilled Cheese Sandwich
on white or whole wheat
Chicken Noodle Soup

Peas
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Contact me at: JValence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125  or just stop by.

You may print color copies of the Newsletters 
at:  www. LymeSchool.org

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

Lunch
Week of

2/7 to 2/11

Local
Beef

Spring session sign-up
Mon. Feb 7th and Thurs. 
Feb. 10th, 4:00-5:30PM.

Campion rink lobby
Come join the fun with the 
Upper Valley Community's 
Figure Skating Club.
All kids ages 5 and up.  
Teaches Basic Skills, Levels 
1-8, multi-age groups.

 www.scadskaters.org
Programs available for 
all ages and skill levels

Local
Beef

Enjoy the humor, action and excitement 
of life in Missouri in the late 1840s.  All 
of Tom Sawyer's famous adventures 
are included, climaxing  with the 

life-or-death battle with Injun Joe in 
the cave. 

Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer

Lyme School Drama 

Psents

“What’s Excel All About” with Bob 
Raiselis.  Tuesday, February  8 at 1:30PM 
and repeated Wednesday evening, 

February 9 at 7PM.  (rescheduled because of storm)

Register now for the six-week series, “Menu for the Future” 
to be held on Mondays from 1-2:30PM  starting February 7th.  
Call Claudia Kern at 795-4930 for more info

“Short Course of Islam for Non-Muslims,” a New 
Hampshire Humanities talk by Charles Kennedy  
Wednesday, February 16 at 7PM.

Tuesday, February 22 Dave Kotz and Pamela Jenkins talks 
about their family’s experiences living in India.  7PM  
(rescheduled because of storm)

Converse Free Library

Got Tops?
Box Top Collection February 25th

The Student Council is 
selling Valentines Day 

rubber Duckies to support 
the Humane Society- We 
have 150 Duckies to sell and 
as of Thursday, February 3 
we have sold 64. This means 
we have earned $64.00 for 
the Humane Society so far. 
Because of the snow day we are ex-
tending the sale through Tuesday 
February 8 with deliveries (within 
school) on the 9th.

Happy Valentines Day

Performances:
March 17,18,19

P i n e wo o d   
   D e r b y

Saturday February 12 ,  6pm
Lyme Congregational Church

All are welcome!
Contact  Michelle 

Michelle.whitcomb@gmail.com
or call 795-2030

Ducky-Grams for the 
Humane Society
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