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SCHOOL YEAR

Now that the budget has passed and assuming significant changes don’t 
occur over the summer, we can safely assume that next year’s 1st and 5th 
grades will be split.   This is likely reassuring  news for many parents -- 
followed immediately by a plethora of follow up questions:  Who will  teach 
the classes? What rooms will they be in?  Who will my child have as 

classmates?  How are they making the decisions?  When will we know?
So maybe we answered one question only to introduce several 

others to consume your mind as you are trying to sleep at night.  
We have several things working in our favor:
1)We have a very talented group of educators with 

significant experience at every level.
2)The Lyme School is a very desirable place to teach so we 

draw the best applicants to every position which becomes 
available.

3) We posses the understanding of how split classes can be 
uniquely and effectively implemented in our school to meet a 

variety of needs.
4) We have been investigating  the advantages of different scenarios for the 

last 4 months in preparation for this.
Here is where we are:
1st Grade:
I intend to incorporate into the approach to our split classes, opportunities 
for both classes to be together (such as for PE and other portions of the day) 
as well as examine ways that the classes may be mixed for instructional 
purposes such as reading  groups (when and where appropriate).  The goal 
of this is to allow the class to maintain social connections with each other.   
Classrooms are likely to share a door to allow this to take place easily.
5th Grade:
The 5th grade split is made more easily based upon the fact that students are 
already taught by a group of teachers.   We are looking at ways similar to our 
approach in the 1st grade to provide opportunities to be together (such as in 
PE and potentially in Homeroom).
I met with members of the staff this week to discuss some of these scenarios 
and develop others. The issue is likely more complicated than one would 
think at first glance, however,  I anticipate we will  be able to answer some 
questions about the split over the next few weeks.  If you have any thoughts 
or concerns, please feel free to call me at  795 2125.  
So my message to you is: Don’t spend too much energy worrying, we are on 
top of it.   I understand that a split class may introduce a degree of 
uncertainty which may be unsettling for some because of how much we care 
and want to make sure our children have a positive experience in school. I 
will work to get out information concerning these questions as soon as 
possible.  So until we finalize our plans may I suggest other hefty questions 
to occupy your mind such as:
• Why is it that despite placing two socks in the dryer 

you end up with only one when the 
clothes are done?
• What is the current state of the post 
modernistic finger painting movement?
And of course ...
• Does your chewing gum lose its 
flavor on the bed post overnight?

The heftiness of these questions are 
sure to take some time to resolve, 
however we will likely be able to 
outline our plans within a few weeks.
In the meantime, look for your sock in the lint drawer and trust 
that we view this as an opportunity to benefit the experience 

your child will have while at school.
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Thursday, March 11, 2010

Thank you to all  those who were able to come 
to the School District Budget meeting,  and 
congratulations on your budget.  I am very 
honored and pleased with your decision. I 
appreciate your commitment to our 
school and will make sure that we 
stretch every dollar to make sure 
that  we can get the maximum 
benefit for your child.   I also 
want to thank the School 
Board for their months of 
work putting this Budget 
together, making the hard 
decisions to meet taxpayer and 
parent expectations.   

Each year at this time I am struck by 
one fact: The importance of involvement.  The 
direction of a school is intensely tied to the 
level of parental involvement,  the most 
common examples being  not just in their 
child’s day or their child’s  
classrooms, but also more 
d i r e c t l y b y i n v o l v i n g 
themselves in the stewardship  
of a strong school either on the 
School Board itself or through 
their attendance at the District 
Budget Meeting. 

With this in mind I would like 
to say a sad farewell to two 
e x t r e m e l y s t r o n g b o a r d 
members,  Peter Glenshaw and 
Dan Parish, who are stepping 
off the board after incredible 
contributions during their 
terms.  We should all be 
grateful for their service and 
commitment.  

We are fortunate that we have two new 
members specifically, Heidi Lange and Bruce 
Hammond who are poised to provide a great 
deal of perspective and insight to an already 
strong board.  
An effect ive and 
i n v e s t e d s c h o o l 
b o a r d i s t h e 
difference in schools 
being  able to fulfill its 
goals.  Consider 
participating  on the 
b o a r d w h e n a n 
opportunity arises.  
Be a part of making 
the Lyme School the 
place where children 
g e t t h e i r fi r s t 
opportunity to be a part of a bright future. 

Congratulations On Your 
School Budget 
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Split Classes Next Year

Last seen in the 
Laundry Basket
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The

Converse Free Library
K-Kids Time-Stories and Craft

  NO Program March 18th.

“What to do with Your Old Books; 
Mend, rebind, sell, recycle”

Tuesday, March 16 at 2:30 and 
repeated at 7PM
(Bring books to mend and evaluate.)

Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Lunch
Week of

3/15 to 3/19

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Contact me at: JValence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125  or just stop by.

You may print color copies of the Newsletters 
at:  www. LymeSchool.org

A reminder that the 
Lyme School All 
School fund raiser 
kick off will take 
place at Friday 
morning meeting 
this Friday March 12 with a presentation from 

supporters Lyme Home and Hardware. All are welcome to come and hear 
this presentation.

PTO Family Karaoke and music night in the school cafeteria,  Friday March 
26  from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Light refreshments will be served. Brian Bowen of 
BJ'S DJ Service will provide us with a night of music games and great 
performances by YOU, your friends and family! We will accept $$ 
donations at the door to help offset costs. Please email Toni   
greene.gildone@gmail.com  if you know you are coming to help us plan 
quantities.
You are welcome to make a last minute decision, but any heads up we can 
get will be appreciated.

PTO MEETING WEDNESDAY MARCH 17 AT 2:00 pm 

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

Lyme Nursery School 
is running Camp 
Color Wheel again 

this summer. Kelly  Downing, 
LNS Director and Head Lions’ 

teacher, will lead one-week sessions 
July 5 through July 30. This camp is 
perfect for children ages 3 ½  - 6  years old 
and includes a wide range of activities that 
bridge art and the outdoors. Art projects 
include sculpting, painting, printmaking 
and mosaics; all projects incorporate nature 
as much as possible. As  much time as possible will be spent outdoors enjoying the weather and 
participating in activities such as gardening, nature walks, water play, games and free play.

The camp runs from 8:30am-noon and cost $130/week. I can email you a registration form (or 
you can pick one up from the nursery school) if you are interested.

Thetford 
Academy 

9th Grade Information Night
Monday, April 12th

Tours at 5:45 pm
Discussion Begins 

at 6:00 pm

Lyme Drama Presents:

 Tied to the Tracks
Book by Tim Kelly

Music by Arne Christiansen 
Lyrics by Ole Kittleson.

Tied To The Tracks will leave you tied up in knots... of laughter! This action-packed old time musical 
western melodrama may be the most tuneful and wildest ever to hit our stage. Join stalwart 
Sheriff Billy Bold and the delicate Dakota Melody as they resist the evil machinations of Silias 
Scavenger and Wild Prairie Rose in this shoot-em-up, round-em-up extravaganza. You will be 
hitched to your seat as they are powerless in helping our beloved heroine, bound to a railway 
track, as she helplessly watches a locomotive race towards her. Only  one man can snatch her from 
this unworthy fate and bring justice to a thriving territory. This wacky, show boasts  nine original 
show tunes, including "A Rose With Plenty of Thorns," "We're the Harvey Girls," and "He's a 
Meany, He's a Nasty, He's a Grouch".  Most of the action takes place in the lobby of the Melody 
Hotel, which is located in the town of Buffalo Bend, Dakota Territory (1880's).

Performance dates are March 18, 19 & 20 
Curtain time 7:30

Adults: $5 • Children $3 • T-Shirts are available - $10

Monday

Soft Shelled Tacos w/
Beef, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Shredded 

Cheese, Salsa
Garden Salad

Honey Dew, Sliced Oranges
Cornbread

Tuesday

Chicken Alfredo or 
Plain Pasta

Dinner Rolls
Garden Salad

Broccoli
Sliced Apples/Oranges

Wednesday

Barbeque Diced Chicken Baked Beans, 
Cole Slaw

Dinner Roll
Garden Salad

Cantaloupe, Honey Dew
Pudding with Whipped Cream

Thursday
BREAKFAST FOR LUNCH!

Waffles, Sausage
Banana Bread
Garden Salad

Cantaloupe, Honey Dew, Pineapple, 
Oranges

Friday

Chicken Burgers or Veggie Burgers
Baked Potatoes
Garden Salad

Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese
Fresh Carrots

Watermelon, Applesauce
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