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SCHOOL YEAR

Solar Power Comes to the Lyme School
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Thursday, August 20, 2009

 For some of us foreign language was an elective we took in high school.  In my case I was told 
that it was important in the college application process or,  if I traveled to a country which did not speak 
English, knowing a different language would be helpful.  While this may not have been the case for 
everyone, it certainly explains why language instruction in the United States typically began in the high 
school.  However, this placement in the sequence of our educational system ignores two important details 
the first is the perception of necessity for fluency in a second language,  the other is our brain.  As 
globalization and mobility bring the world closer together, the necessity for citizens to be conversant in 
other languages becomes even more critical.  The United States is the only industrialized country that 
graduates students who lack knowledge of a foreign language. Whereas 52.7% of Europeans are fluent in 
both their native tongue and at least one other language, only 9.3% of Americans are fluent in both their 
native tongue and another language. This statistic does not bode well for the future of America in a global 
society. The upward trend in language learning must accelerate if the U.S. is to continue to be a major 
participant on the international stage.  
 If we recognize the critical need to speak foreign languages,  it is imperative that we must begin 
teaching them in the primary grades.   Neurologically as we mature our brains become less effective at 
acquiring languages, thus sharply diminishing the chance that we can become fluent in a different 
language, unless the neurological pathways were developed at an early age.  This would suggest that our  
system of education consider re-sequencing when it introduces foreign language instruction, if its long  term 
goal is development of the neurological pathways which enable us to learn (and think) in  more than one language.  
 Inevitably the discussion will turn to which language is taught, Spanish, Mandarin, French, German, 
Arabic -- the list shifts depending  on the person.  Our ultimate goal is to promote the neurological development of 
our students so that they have the capacity to acquire multiple languages both now and later in life.    Therefore,  our 
priority of introducing a second language at the Lyme School is to develop this neurological capacity as much, if 
not more than, to acquire fluency in one specific language over another language.  Of course as a result of this 
pursuit they will begin to develop fluency in a second language.
 It is for these reasons that I am proud to formally introduce that the Lyme School, after many years of 
interest and effort, will be providing language instruction beginning in the Kindergarten. The last and most 
significant obstacle,  that being  funding, was overcome through the partnership with private organizations which 
granted the funds to support the k-4 program in its entirety for the next three years, with an intent to continue the 
funding  beyond that if the program is successful.  As a result, there will be no cost at all to the taxpayer for this 
new program.   In addition to French which is taught by Madame Officer in grades 5-8, students in kindergarten - 
4th grade will receive instruction in Spanish five days a week for a half an hour.  Instruction will focus on being 
very interactive and engaging, following  approaches similar to those employed when we initially learned to speak 
English (surprisingly we never used worksheets then either).
 The language search committee was fortunate to have a very strong applicant pool and was proud to offer the position to 
Mr. Tom Harkins.  Tom was born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware. After graduating from Randolph-Macon College in 
Ashland, Virginia, Tom began his teaching  career in a bilingual 2nd grade classroom in Delaware. He then taught high school and 
middle school Spanish in Virginia and Massachusetts for 6 years. Now settled in Enfield, NH with his wife,  Michelle, and son, 
Kevin, Tom is excited about starting this chapter of his life at the Lyme School.
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Madame Officer
French Teacher

Señor Harkins
Spanish Teacher

Whether or not one feels compelled by environmental concerns or by rising costs of fossil fuels,  we can 
agree on the benefit of conserving  tax dollars.  Over the last year the Lyme School has been 
engaged in several on going conversations with  local organizations, such as the Lyme Energy 

Committee,  as well as knowledgeable individuals to investigate ways to reduce our energy 
consumption as well as the amount of fossil  fuel we consume.  The logic being: the less we spend 

on the operation of our physical plant the more we can devote to the school’s students and to 
reducing the overall cost of education to the taxpayers.  In addition as conscientious members 

of the community we want to play a leading role in the effort to reduce the amount of non renewable 
resources we consume.    

Our gratitude and thanks to Tom Hunton, CEO of American Capital Energy, one of the leading solar 
power companies in the US (www.AmericanCapitalEnergy.com) whose the generous gift of a 15 kw 

solar array which will provide at least 10% of the school’s overall electrical consumption for the 
next 30 or so years.  While this project is dwarfed by the companies 

typical project, this will make a tremendous difference to the town, the 
school, and the experience students will gain by being able to see first 

hand how photovoltaic panels work. 
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You may print color copies of the Newsletters at: 
www. LymeSchool.org

Contact me at: Jeff.Valence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125 

or just stop by.

School Board News

Ala carte Fruit and
Milk are available everyday 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

Wednesday

Chicken nuggets
Tater tots

Veggie platter
Fruit (sliced oranges, apples)

Thursday
Grilled cheese sandwich 

White or whole wheat Bread
Chicken noodle soup
Tossed green salad

Fresh Fruit 
(watermelon, cantaloupe)

Super Twin Pops

Friday

Soft Beef Tacos
with  lettuce, cheese, tomatoes

Veggie burgers
Tossed green salad

 Fresh Fruit 
Cake

Lunch
Week of

8/26 to 8/28

Lunch Accounts

Newsletter
Lyme School

First Day of School:
Wednesday, Aug. 

26th

Monday, August 24th at 
6:00 pm

 on the playground of the Lyme 
School

Ice Cream Social

... but I just wanted to get 
word out that school is around 
the corner.  (If you did not notice.)  
I am very excited to see everyone,  as 
are all the teachers who have started 
coming in to get their classrooms 
ready.  Here are just a few reminders 
for the start of school:

Its is not over yet...

On the first day of 
s c h o o l f o l l o w i n g 
Opening Assembly, 

there will be a Parents’ 
Reception in the lobby 

hosted by the PTO. 

Opening Ceremonies
We my not be the olympics, but 
we have a really nice tradition to 
the start of school, including the 
ringing  of the old school bell, the 
parade o f c lasses and the 
welcoming  of the kindergarten by 
the 8th grade.  The bell will be 
rung  officially starting the school 
year at 8 am in front of the school 
on August 27th.  Parents be sure 
to make it if you can and arrive  
before 8:00.

Parents’ Reception

As you can see we have been very busy getting  ready for 
the new school year.  We are very excited for everyone 

to return and we hope that you will find 
the same welcoming  and exciting place 
the Lyme School has become know for.  

As the year begins you will hear about 
other efforts we have been working on to 
build on the strong reputation of the 
school and the effectiveness in which we 

manage the resources of our town.  As always I would 
love to hear from you.  My goal is to ensure that before 
you lose any sleep worrying  about something, you feel 
you can call to get the support, attention, information 
and reassurance you need.

Welcome Back !!!

Note from the Nurse’s Office:  ( Brought to  you by the letter “P” )R Peanuts & Nut Restrictions

See Enclosed Letter
Please 

Swine Flu Procedures
(P is for Pig)

See Enclosed Letter
Please 

This year our hot lunch program will 
operate slightly differently than in 
years past.   Families will now have one 
lunch account shared by all of the 
families children as opposed  to 
separate accounts.   We hope this 
makes it easier for families.   The most 
significant change is that families will 
need to keep a positive balance in the 
account in order for their child to 
receive hot lunch.  Students with a 
negative balance can no longer be 
provided with a lunch.  The school 
will notify the family when the account 
reaches $25 and families are asked to 
send in a check immediately so that the 
account remains positive.  We are 
asking  that families initially deposit 
$150 into their account.   Lunches are 
$2.75 and depending on the number of 
children you may elect to deposit 
more.   Any unused balance can be 
returned or carried forward into the 
next year.   Checks should be made out 
to the Lyme School.

Free and reduced lunch applications 
will be sent home with students on the 
first day of school.  Please complete 
them if you qualify and return them 
immediately.

Please call the school if you have any 
questions or concerns.

Please Read 
Me!
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