
The bountiful Willow Wind summer garden is fading because of the 

rain and cool weather.  Classes are beginning to plant their winter 

crops. The pumpkins are round and orange, almost ready to be 

harvested for our annual Pumpkin 

Festival. Please plan to join us for this 

wonderful afternoon of crafts, games and 

pumpkin carving! This year we will be 

celebrating together on Friday, October 28 

from 1:00 – 2:30 PM. Wear your costume 

and join us for an afternoon of fall fun. 

Please remember to bring a pumpkin to 

carve with your friends. 

 

I hope you all visited the Willow Wind Farm Stand this fall. This 

project is a reflection of the special elements of our program. The 

students were able to harvest fresh vegetables, herbs and flowers to 

sell and taste. Please watch for opportunities to support this ongoing 

educational experience.  

 

The shorter days of November make me think about Thanksgiving 

and all I have to be thankful for. High on my list is all of the Willow 

Wind children and families who make my life richer. I would like to 

take this time to thank you for all of the gifts you bring to our 

community.  

 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!     

 

    -  Debbie 

Notes from the Office Calendar of  Events 

 
Friday, October 28th 

Pumpkin Festival 
1:00-2:30pm 

 
Nov. 4th—Nov. 10th 
Express Interest in 

Spring Classes 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 8th 
Parent Council 

1:15pm 
 

Friday, Nov. 11th 
No Classes— 
Veteran's Day 

 
Friday, November 18th 

Pizza Friday 
11:45am—12:30pm 

 
November 23rd-25th 

No Classes—
Thanksgiving Break 

 
December 1st-7th 

Arena Registration for 
January Workshops 

 
Thursday, Dec. 15th 

Winter Faire 6:00-7:30pm 
at Willow Wind 

 
 

Follow Willow Wind on Facebook! “Like” our page at 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Willow-Wind-Community-

Learning-Center/399419993464732 
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PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 

Friday, October 28th  1:00-2:30pm 

The annual Pumpkin 

Festival is scheduled for 

Friday, October 28th  from 

1:00-2:30 pm. Wear a 

costume, bring a pumpkin 

to carve, do some fall 

crafting, play games, and 

have FUN, FUN, FUN! Family service 

volunteers designated to assist with the 

festival have been contacted. This is always a 

fun day at Willow Wind. Please remember—no 

masks or scary costumes.  

 

 

SPRING CLASS PROPOSALS 

 Due by Tuesday, November 1st 

 

Spring Class planning is underway! If you 

have ideas for spring classes come by the office 

o r  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 

debra.schaefferpew@ashland.k12.or.us We 

will record all of the suggestions and share the 

ideas with teachers. We will continue using 

the age level meeting format for fall class 

planning, but for spring we have a more 

informal system. We are working to coordinate 

the exploratory course offerings with the core 

topics. Your input and ideas are appreciated 

and helpful. Take some time to talk to your 

children about their ideas. The planning 

process at Willow Wind is a partnership 

between families and teachers—many of our 

most successful classes have come from 

concepts presented by families.  

 

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, November 8th at 1:15pm 

 

Parent Council is held the SECOND Tuesday 

of the month.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

EXPRESS INTEREST IN SPRING 

CLASSES 

November 4th—November 10th 

 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF 

WILLOW WIND – EVERYONE HAS A 

CHANCE TO PROVIDE INPUT ON 

CLASSES FOR SPRING. This is the time to 

express interest in the classes proposed, so 

that the course selection committee can make 

informed decisions when building the 

catalogue. Please know that we look forward 

to your input and hope you will make a point 

of coming by to let us know what courses are 

important to your family. Each family may 

sign their name on 10 choices for each child. 

The course folders will be located in the office. 

When the course selection committee meets, 

this gives them good information about which 

courses are most important to families. Please 

take the time to come in and let us know 

which classes you want. YOUR INPUT 

REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE!  

 

WINTER FAIRE  

Thursday, December 15th—6:00-7:30pm  

at Willow Wind 

 

SAVE THE DATE! This is a chance to come 

together and celebrate the season. Winter 

Faire is one of Willow Wind's most famous 

events! Come and enjoy COMMUNITY, 

CRAFTS, ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD, and 

FUN! Please bring cookies or other finger 

foods to share and join us for a wonderful 

time. Volunteers are always needed.  
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PIZZA FRIDAY 

Friday, November 18th   

 

                                                                                   

Pizza Friday is the third Friday 

of each month during Lunch Bunch- next 

month it will be on November 18th!  Pre-

order your slice of Martolli's cheese pizza 

(regular or gluten free crust) by Wednesday 

November 16th  at  3 pm.  Order slips and the 

payment envelope are located in the office. 

You also have the option of ordering for the 

year.  

 

SCAVENGER HUNT TIME FOR UPPER 

SCHOOL STUDENTS  

November  1st-3rd 

 

Willow Wind Upper schools students will be 

working to find the answers to the scavenger  

hunt questions and defend their title at the 

regional competition. Teams from middle 

schools all around the Rogue Valley will 

research answers to questions relating to a 

wide range of topics and subject matter. An 

adjudication session will be held Tuesday, 

November 8th at the Southern Oregon 

University campus from 9:00 am – 1:30 pm. 

Students defend their answers and argue 

against competitors’ answers in front of the 

adjudication judges.  

 

 

SPRING SEMESTER CLASSES 

 

The Spring Semester Catalog will be e-mailed 

to families on December 5. All registration 

forms will be sent via e-mail. Extra copies will 

be available in the office if needed. The 

deadline for returning registration requests is 

December 13.  

 

 

 

ARENA REGISTRATION FOR JANUARY 

FOCUS WORKSHOPS 

December 1st—December 7th 

 

During the weeks of January 3-13, Willow 

Wind will once again offer an interterm 

program that will help balance the number of 

weeks in each semester, as well as provide a 

more intensive experience in various topics. 

During January Focus, Parent Partner 

students will be involved in math and 

language arts instruction in the mornings. 

The afternoons will be spent doing focused 

work in an area of the student’s choice. Some 

workshops may be extensions of yearlong 

classes, while others may be entirely 

autonomous experiences. All full time 

students are required to sign up and attend 

workshops. Part time students are highly 

encouraged to sign up and attend workshops.  

All Parent Partner students will be 

automatically enrolled in the morning classes 

required for their grade level. Afternoon 

workshops will be sent out via e-mail to all 

families and registration will occur by coming 

in to the office and signing up for the 

workshops of your choice.  

 

Signups will take place Dec. 1–7 in the Office 

and are on a first come, first served basis.  
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AFRICAN MASKS 

 

Come see what the students in Sarah 

Lowenberg’s Multicultural Masks class 

have created.  The African masks  are on 

display in the main office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY SERVICE REMINDER 

 

December 13 is also the date when fall family 

service must be complete. Families who are 

working at the Winter Faire may count those 

hours towards fall family service. Remember 

that we ask all families to complete 6 hours of 

family service before the end of fall semester. 

Family service waivers are available in the 

office if it is impossible for  your family to 

complete your hours this term.  

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

 

A number of items have found their way to our 

lost and found area this term. A variety of 

jackets, water bottles, and other items need to 

be claimed by their owners. Please take a 

moment when you are on campus to stop by 

the back porch (next to the Family Room,  

behind the office) and search for any items 

that your student may have left behind. Any 

items remaining in lost and found at the end 

of the fall term will be removed from the lost 

and found area and donated.  

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS 

Last Order before Christmas 

Due Friday, November 18th 

 

This is the last order before Christmas. If 

these are gifts to your kids, let us know when 

you place your order. We can make sure they 

get directly into your (parents) hands. 

 
Now it’s easier than ever to find the perfect 

books for your child—shop the NEW online 

Book Clubs website. Choose from a much 

wider selection of books than in the printed 

flyers. Plus, you can send your orders directly 

online and use your credit card to pay. Best of 

all, we earn a FREE book for the classroom 

libraries every time a parent places an order. 

SIGN UP at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs. 

On the parent page, click the “Register” 

button on the “First Time Here?” section. 

Register for your own user name and 

password. When prompted, enter the one- 

time class activation code LL8ZZ.  

 

SELECT the books you’d like to order. SEND 

your order online by October 30th and your 

books will be delivered directly to the school. 
Of course, you can still order using the forms 

from the printed flyers located in the Office 

lobby. When using the flyers to order, please 

submit your completed order form and 

payment by check to the Office by October 

30th. Please contact the office with any 

questions at 541-488-2684.  
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News from the Classroom 
Shining Stars: Investigating 

Systems 

The Shining Stars 4th grade core has been investigating the “big idea” of systems.  

Examples of these systems include social systems, the formation of our government, and the 

recognition that sometimes our systems have conflicts or malfunction.  The Civil Rights 

Movement is an example of a time in our history when the system of government did not 

support all of the people. 

  

To begin our semester, we talked about the original colonists coming to North America 

because the system of government in Europe was not working for them.  Once they got to this 

new land, they were frustrated with the King’s way of doing things. “Taxation Without 

Representation”  is the idea that the King had the colonists pay taxes, but they had no say or 

vote about any of the items that they were taxed on unfairly.  Eventually, the colonists 

revolted, wrote the Declaration of Independence, and established 13 states.  The states had 

a hard time cooperating; that system wasn’t working, so they decided to come together to 

write the Constitution. 

 

We the people of the United States, in order 

to form a more perfect union…   You might 

recognize the first words in the Preamble to 

our Constitution.  We briefly considered the 

Constitution and the Civil War as we prepared 

for our more in-depth study of the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 

This past week, right before conferences, we 

collaboratively created a Civil Rights Timeline.  

It is on display in our classroom.  The first 

event on our timeline was Jackie Robinson’s 

major league debut in April of 1947.  Other big events include: 

Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama 

and the subsequent Montgomery Bus Boycott taking place in December of 1955. We noted 

President Eisenhower’s enforcement of school desegregation in Little Rock, Kansas during the 
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News from the Classroom 
month of September in 1957.  Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” Speech in August of 

1963 is also an important event on our timeline. Please visit our Civil Rights Timeline in Room 

2B to learn of more important events during this era of social change in our country.  

 

 

Next up in our study:  
 We are wondering: 

 What will our expert study project be? 

 How many expert study projects will there be? 

 What will we be studying in science class? 

 Can Stacy be our science teacher? 

 Who assassinated Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

 Does the King family live on? 

 Who was Malcolm X? 

 Will we be studying other civil rights leaders, not a part of the Civil Rights  

 Movement? 

 What was Malcolm X’s real name? 
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Greetings Willow Wind Families!  

We are looking for more volunteers to sell SCRIP each week. The time slot is 
8:15-8:45 on school mornings. Please email ivyross73@gmail.com if you are 
interested.  

SCRIP is "substitute money" that earns extra dollars for special projects at 
our school. You can purchase grocery SCRIP for Shop N' Kart or the Ashland 
Food Co-op at the hug-n-go with cash or personal check. These stores 
donate 5% of your purchase directly to Willow Wind!  

The WWCA is hopeful that we can also boost our numbers of families 
registered with eSCRIP to use their credit and debit cards at Market of 
Choice (2-6%) and at the eSCRIP online mall (2-15%).  

The online mall includes hundreds of participating stores such as ACE Hardware, Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble, ITunes, LL Bean, Land's End, Macy's, Old Navy, Starbucks, Target and many more. Please 
join now!  

eSCRIP is simple, easy and safe! Log onto www.eSCRIP.com and follow the directions to register 
your cards. Grandparents, friends and family can do this as well, which is a lovely way to support us 
from afar. Please feel free to forward this message.   

Thanks for participating in our SCRIP program in some way and for contributing to the progress of 
Willow Wind!  

 
All best wishes ~~ Ivy Ross,   ivyross73@gmail.com,   (541)324-4412 

 

News from the Community Association 

WILLOW WIND TSHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS, HATS, AND BAGS 
ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE!  

If you would like to buy one just drop by the office and see 

Dannette. She will be happy to take a check payment. If cash is 

your payment of choice please find Stacy Bloodworth on cam-

pus or contact Sharon Dohrmann at sharon@cypress-it.com. 

mailto:ivyross73@gmail.com
http://www.eSCRIP.com
mailto:ivyross73@gmail.com
mailto:sharon@cypress-it.com


1497 E. Main Street 

Ashland, OR 97520 

Phone: 541-488-2684 

Fax: 541-488-2687 

Find Willow Wind on the Web at: 

www.ashland.k12.or.us/wiillowwind 

 
   NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
October 28 Pumpkin Festival 

 
 November 1  Spring Course Proposals Due 
 
 November 1,2, 3  Upper School Scavenger Hunt 
 
 November 4 – 10  Express interest in Spring Classes 
 
 November 8  Parent Council 
 
 November 10  January Focus Proposals Due  
 
 November 11  No Classes – Veteran’s Day 
 
 November 18  Pizza Friday 
 
 November 23-25  No Classes– Thanksgiving Break  

Don’t forget to “Perk Up” on the 

first Friday of  each month at par-

ticipating local coffee shops!  10% 

of  all purchases made on Perk Up 

Fridays will be donated to the 

Ashland Schools 

Foundation to support school projects!  

 SUPPORT WILLOW WIND BY  

BUYING SCRIP 

WWCA offers scrip for sale most 
mornings at the school's hug-n-go and 
at our events. Regularly available selec-
tions include $50 scrip cards from Ash-
land Food Co-op and $10 scrip certifi-
cates from Shop-N-Kart. 5% of  each 
purchase is donated back to Willow 

Wind.  


