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Someone once described education as “Changing the fan belt while the engine is  running”.   Fortunately, it only 
occasionally  feels  that way.  One of the challenges is  of course refining what we do for students,  

which will undoubtedly require changing and trying new things, without interrupting 
the flow of instruction. Regardless  of our  current success we feel it is  important 
not only  to  examine the present, but look forward and plan for what will 
come. As  educators we are continually  looking  at what our  children 
need to succeed in a world which is  developing  so  rapidly.  Somethings 

persist, despite how much the world changes,  such as  the need to work 
effectively with others, the ability  to analyze and interpret the situations  and 

conditions, and to  communicate effectively. Other  things  develop - such as  the way 
we understand how students  learn and process  information. And others simply  expand - such as the 
content knowledge in mathematics and science.   In order  to address  these factors the faculty has  been 
examining  what we do, why  we are doing it and how we 
present opportunities to  develop these skills effectively  to 
students.  This Thursday  and Friday  we will be spending  the 
day visiting various schools  to  examine others’  practices  and 
continuing  the past two years’  work on identifying outcomes 
which will best serve students  in the world and economy 
which they will live and work.  We hope to be at a point soon  
when we can gather  parents and community  members 
together  to collect their  input and incorporate their 
perspectives.  Stay tuned.

“I can remember  being a kindergartner  and watching  these really  cool -- really  old kids and thinking ...wow.  Now I am one of 
those kids....  Wait!...wow.”     For years  one of the traditions  of the Lyme School has  been its  play.  Each year Bonnie Cornell,  our 
resident director and her  loyal volunteers --Faith Catlin, Denise Frawley  and Christiana Whittington -- gather the courage and talents 
and produce our school play.  It is by no  means an easy task; it is  squeezed into  schedules  and lives which already  seemed full,  usually 
at a point in the day when many are winding  down. It is  at this point that these directors  and their  adolescent actors  are winding up.  

On occasion I have the fortune to watch them and I can’t help but think ...”How do they do  it”.  
How do  the kids -- on top of all their school work and winter  activities manage to remember their 
lines, their  dance steps  and forget the fact that they will be on stage in front of a full audience.  
How does  Bonnie find the energy and patience after  a full day of the “fifth grade follies”  to keep 
putting  on a play  each year.  These people are magic -- unfortunately, I am too practical to  believe 
in magic, so  I asked them “What does this  play 
mean?”:

“Last week we learned a whole dance and it made the adults  really happy, and made 
me realize that when I work hard and succeed it makes  me want to work even 

harder.”

“The play lets you step out of yourself-- it gives you a break -- to 
become something else, even for just a little while.“

“The play lets you be part of something  that is bigger  than you 
-- it lets  you be a part of something  that the whole town enjoys 
-- it feels good to do that sometimes.”

“It lets  you work at something  that is not about a grade -  or  an 
assignment -- its  about working  hard at something  which could 
fail or be embarrassing, but you do it because you want to.”

“It teaches  you to be flexible and think on you feet-- to take things  as 
they come at 1000 miles an hour.”

“It is something  which could really not come together and when it does  you realize you 
can... you can do anything...”

“It is  more than a play it  is  everything  Lyme School... it  is  what we have been learning 
to do since we came here -- learn, play, make mistakes, get it right”

So  now I get it, and  maybe I can believe in magic.  Thank you, 7th & 8th grade, thank you 
Faith, Christiana, Denise,  thank you Bonnie.

Preparation, Planning and Persistence
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Wednesday, March 19, 2008

“It is More than a Play it is Everything “Lyme School” ” 

“It is what we have 
been learning to do 
since we came here -- 
learn, play, make 
mistakes, get it right.”
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Lyme School Drama Presents.....

Romeo  & Harriet
T-Shirts  $8 on sale now

No School 
Tomorrow or Friday

(Faculty in service Days)
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The

Lunch
Week of

3/31 to 4/4

Converse Free Library

Monday

Chicken Burgers
Corn Chips with Salsa

Hot Vegetable
Brownies

Tuesday

Spaghetti
Garlic Bread
Garden Salad

Ice Cream

Wednesday

Grilled Cheese &
Tomato Soup

Crackers
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday
Hot Dog & Bun

Tater Tots
Mixed Vegetables

Jello

Friday

Homemade Thin Crust 
& Thick Crust Pizza

Garden Salad
Mixed Fresh Fruit

Cookies

You may print color copies of the Newsletters at: 
www. LymeSchool.org

Contact me at: Jeff.Valence@valley.net
Phone:  795-2125 

or just stop by.

Ala carte Fruit and Milk are 
available everyday at Lunch

Thursday Afterschool 
program for Grades 3-6

Movie: Nancy Drew 
March 27th, 2-4PM

 

Monday

Beef Taco
Corn Chips with Salsa

Hot Vegetable
Brownies

Tuesday

Macaroni & Cheese
(with or without hot dogs)

Veggie Mix
Fresh Fruit

Cookie

Wednes-
day

Grilled Cheese &
Chicken Noodle Soup

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday
Chicken Nuggets

Potato Fries
Garden Salad

Fruit Cup/Yogurt

Friday

Homemade Thin Crust & 
Thick Crust Pizza

Garden Salad
Mixed Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Lunch
Week of

3/24 to 3/28Middle School

Mardi 
Gras Dance

Friday, March 28
7:00 pm to 9:30 pm

$4 with costume/5$ without

Jaguars Football
Sign ups for Jaguar Football and Cheering 

Program will take place on March 25 at 
2:30 - 3:30 and 5:30 to 6:30

See Flyer in this weeks envelope

Lyme School Drama 
Presents.....

Romeo  & Harriet
Performances 

Thursday - Saturday
April 3, 4 & 5

I am not sure how fortunate one school can be, but Lyme 
certainly  is  fortunate.  As  you may  remember: last year  Mr 
Pendleton was  accepted into NASA Mars  Project where he 
participated in a simulation and research project in the Mojave 
Desert  for  two  weeks.  This week our previous  science teacher, 
Mr. Estill,  who currently  works for NASA, 

came to visit our school to  speak to  students  about what 
scientists  are currently  investigating.  We 
learned about new images released just 
this  week which indicate the existence of 
ice on Mars  and the Moon  and the plans 
NASA has to  use those locations  to support 
self sustaining research facilities  in the future 
(and not so  far  off).  I have to  say it was 
somewhat startling to think about the 
possibility that in our lifetime we may actually 
see manned bases on another  planet.  The 
future suddenly seems  like it is  not so far  away.  
What a world and time we live in!

Former Lyme Science Teacher Visits 
from NASA

Mr. Pendleton 
from last year’s Mars Project


