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This past week Lyme Students  were 
introduced to  another in a series  of 
people who  look and see the world in a 
different way.  Whether  it is resident and 
nationally recognized expert on bear behavior, 
Ben Killam, who recently spoke to  students  in the 
6th grade or  David Macauley  who spoke  to 
students  this  past Wednesday.  We are fortunate to 

see the different ways people’s  minds  perceive 
and make sense of the world around them.  

Whether it is  through illustration, writing or 
observation - bears  or bridges -- each can bring 

a degree of clarity to our world which both 
engages and educates.   We are fortunate to 
have a variety of minds  share their 
perception of the world in different ways.

Loyal readers  of the Newsletter  will recognize the title and graphics  of this article from 
last year at this  time when the town discussed these issues during  town 
meeting. 
We are reminded at this  time of year how many  people are 

contributing their time and energy  to make sure our community is  as  strong  as  it.   We 
should extend a great deal of thanks to all the town officials  and employees  who worked 
so  hard to organize the event.  They deserve this  for  so much of what constitutes  their  job, 
but goes unnoticed and all too often unrecognized.  It was good to see (as  may have been indicated by  the vote to 
create a new town office space) that their time and effort are recognized and appreciated.
In addition to  this  group, I was  continually  reminded how many  people sit as volunteers on committees  and boards.  
I can’t imagine how our town could function without the enormous  number of hours  they  contribute (or  for  that 
matter how much our  taxes would increase without the valuable  contribution of their time and 
expertise.)
To each person in these groups thank you for 
your efforts-- our town is  a better  place 
because of  you.

The Return of Buildings, Budgets and Beavers:  The Sequel
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Thursday, March 13, 2008

Democracy & Participation 
One of the benefits  of having town meeting  in 
the school is  that it provides  us  the opportunity to 
show students  the truest form of democracy  - where a 
vote can be the difference between whether a decision 
passes or is defeated.  On Tuesday, I had the 
opportunity to bring four classes  into the town meeting 
to observe the process.   In that time they witnessed 
three different forms  of voting  - voice, ballot and 
“ticket”.  Students  conducted themselves  perfectly and 
asked great questions  and expressed reasoned 
opinions.  
One point which was  made by a 
townsperson to one group was  the 
critical nature of participation in this 
form of government.  Her  point was 
emphasized by the example of those 
who  took time away from work to 
come vote.  
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 The Price of Education
Inevitably, this time of year  there is  a great 

deal of discussion concerning the cost of edu-
cation. One of the difficulties in this  debate is 
that while the costs  appear  each year  in black 

and white, the revenue (or  benefits) require a 
degree of time, patience and trust to  see.  When we 

as  parents  think about the price we pay for education 
we might naturally  point to  our  taxes, the educational ex-
periences  we provide our  children, the hours  we invest in 
reading to  them when they  are young, and supporting 
them when they are older, and  I would suggest that there 
is  at least one more way we should contribute and that is 
the two hours once a year  when the school budget is  set.  
This year we had another  year  of higher  than usual par-
ticipation - 60 people - of which 16  were parents  of school 

age children. 
As  taxes  and the costs  associated with a free 
democratic society  increase and the complexity of 
the economy  and society  grows, schools  are being 
asked to do more and more with less and less, 
and yet the perception of some is to the contrary. 
While this is  hard to  rectify  for  those working  in 
schools, this perception is likely  due to the in-
creasing costs  associated with just maintaining 
what exists or what is required federally.

And while it is hard to measure the benefits  of 
funding education in a fiscal sense, we can meas-
ure the cost of ignoring it. For the residents  of 

Grafton County it represents $40  million dollars 
or  the cost of our  new county  jail for 
which we will be paying for the 

next decade or more.  
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Lunch
Week of

3/17 to 3/21

Converse Free Library

Monday

Chicken Burgers
Corn Chips with Salsa

Hot Vegetable
Brownies

Tuesday

BBQ Chicken Sandwiches
Potato Wedges
Garden Salad

Ice Cream

Wednesday

Grilled Cheese &
Corn Chowder

Crackers
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday No School
(7th & 8th play practice 9-12)

(actors only)

Friday No School

You may print color copies of the Newsletters at: 
www. LymeSchool.org

Contact me at: Jeff.Valence@valley.net
Phone:  795-2125 

or just stop by.

Ala carte Fruit and
Milk are available everyday  

at Lunch

Thursday Afterschool 
program for Grades 3-6

LegoMania
March 20th

 

Visit www.lymeschool.org to view this 
month's PTO Newsletter.

Library Book Sale 
March 27, 28, and 29 • Lyme Congregational Church

There's  still  time to  drop books  off at the library, but as  we get close to the 
date,  it will be difficult for  us to  get them all sorted if everyone waits 
for the last moment, so get to it if you plan to donate this year!  

No  textbooks, out of date items  we can't sell, magazines, 
professional journals...you know the drill - if you wouldn't buy 
it, it's likely we can't sell it,      Volunteers needed

Collection Date: This Friday (Tomorrow)

Class with the most Boxtops wins an Ice Cream Party

Bingo:  Big time Hit with kids and families 
 (see PTO Newsletter)

Movie Under the Stars:  
June 6th 8:00 pm “Sky High” Disney Rated PG

Newsletter
Lyme SchoolThe

Jaguars Football
Sign ups for Jaguar Football and Cheering 

Program will take place on March 25 at 
2:30 - 3:30 and 5:30 to 6:30

See Flyer in this weeks envelope

Introduction
I teach 2nd grade, as part of 
Teach For America, a 
non-profit organiza-
tion; our mission is to 
provide equal education 
for all children, regard-
less of socio-economic 
status!
I teach in a low-income com-
munity and resources are few. 
When I began, I had nothing in 
my classroom except 5 desks, 3 
bookshelves, and a cabinet full of 
cockroaches! I'm whole-heartedly 
committed to providing these children 
with the best education possible. It has 
definitely been a journey, but it is often 
very difficult to give them all the ex-
periences they need without sufficient 
resources/supplies.

Dear Lyme Elementary Students, 

After a long day of teaching today, I 

sat down at my desk after school; 

as I opened up my email, tears 

began to well in my eyes as I 

read an email stating that my 

project had been funded! I 

am overwhelmed and 

whole-heartedly grateful 

for your generosity. I am 

eager to begin implementing the 

use of this camcorder into our daily les-

sons, projects, and assessments! Again, 

thank you for helping provide experiences 

that these children may never have had 

otherwise! Thank you! Thank you! Thank 

you!        - Mrs  J.  

(K- 2 school in Hawaii)

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

One of the Bulb-a-Thon Donation Recipients

http://www.lymeschool.org
http://www.lymeschool.org

