
In the School Board’s report on the school budget you 
will note the goals  that have been set for  the school and 
its  administrators.  These goals range from 
establishment of programs to  controlling the costs  that 
would fund the programs. Across the country, towns 
are struggling  to balance the cost of education with the 
new demands that our  world has placed upon it. When 
costs  rise, we might ask, “Is  this  program really 

necessary? Do  students  need to know French? 
Why  do  we have art, band, computers?”  And 
we might be inclined to point to  a time when 

these programs  did not exist and point to 
individuals of that era who  were, nevertheless, 

successful and productive citizens.

“What the best and wisest parent wants for his 
own child, that must the community want for 

all its children.”—John Dewey

This quote, which has  appeared annually  in this  report for 
the last decade or so, speaks to the central premise of public 

education that so many of us  have directly  benefited from. 
For  the 100  years that the Lyme School has  educated its  students, 
it has strived to prepare them for  the point in history  and the 
economy  they  would inhabit.  In those 100 years  much has 
changed about the world we all live in. Consider  the last 25 years

—the explosion of technology, the Internet, and the broadening influence of the world’s  economy on our  local and national 
economy. As time passes, the skills  and information our  children need expands. Technology, which 15 years  ago seemed unique and 
novel, is now an ubiquitous aspect of life and work and students  must understand how to use it.  Americans are beginning to 
understand that teaching students  foreign languages  is  not merely  a useful social skill or  beneficial intellectual pursuit, but an 
economic necessity, as more of our economy and job availability are driven by global markets.

While these new skills  are a necessity for  our  children, the skills  many of us  were taught remain critically  important. Without critical 
thinking skills—the ability to  evaluate, analyze, and solve problems—the substance of what one wishes to communicate, regardless 
of the language needed to  communicate it, is  diminished. Without nurturing  children’s  creativity,  a computer  is little more than a 
digital typewriter, only capable of producing familiar or  mundane thoughts. Students who do not learn how to work well with 
others  face challenges  as their  lives become increasingly entwined with the lives of others, especially  when those relationships are 
with people of different cultural backgrounds  (even today, your neighbors  are likely  to  have grown up in a different town, state, 
region, or country).

As  the world we live in changes, it is  the responsibility of our schools to adapt and prepare our current students  for success  in the 
world they will inhabit—and which some of them will lead—as adults. This  has  been the challenge of public education since its 
inception. Many  of us  benefited from the towns and taxpayers  and schools that shouldered this  responsibility and had the foresight 
to  be good stewards of our education. When today’s  students  reach adulthood, they  will be asked to perform different skills  using 
different devices than we,  as adults, do today. They will,  in turn, assume the responsibility of educating their  neighbors’ children for 
their  future, just as  we do today. What connects  us  is  that we all share in this  experience of education, that we all face 
challenges in adulthood that were rare to the world in our youth, and that we all can share in the knowledge that 
appropriate public education is  central to our  strength as  a 
nation and society.
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Renowned Author  and illustrator 
David Macauley will be visiting  with 
our students  on Wednesday, February 
27 as part of the Trina Schart Hyman 
Memorial Presentation Series.  Mr. 
Macauley  has written and illustrated 
many books  including 
some of my  personal 
favorites.  I can remember 
looking and reading 
through them until the 
corners  of the pages  wore 
through.  (I am not sure 
who  will be more excited 
to meet him, me or the 
students,  but I will try to 
control myself).  

We would like to thank the Converse Free 
Library  and the Trina Schart Hyman foundation 
for their  efforts  to bring  him to  Lyme and to  the Lyme 
School.

David Macaulay Visits 
the Lyme School
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In this Mailing:

Rules concerning Electronic Devices in School
Library event schedule

Summer camp announcements

The Principal’s report is written annually for the Town 
Report.  The following is this year’s installment.

School Budget Hearing
Thursday, March 6th at 7:00 pm
Whatever your feelings on education or 

school funding, this is where you determine 
what kind of school the Lyme School will be 

for the children of Lyme. 
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The

Converse Free Library

Monday

Chicken Burgers
Corn Chips with Salsa

Hot Vegetable
Brownies

Tuesday

Chicken and Pasta
Garlic Bread
Garden Salad

Ice Cream

Wednesday

Grilled Cheese &
Tomato Soup

Crackers
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday
Hot Dog & Bun

Tater Tots
Mixed Vegetables

Cake

Friday

Homemade Thin Crust & Thick 
Crust Pizza

Garden Salad
Mixed Fresh Fruit

Cookies

You may print color copies of the Newsletters at: 
www. LymeSchool.org

Contact me at: Jeff.Valence@valley.net
Phone:  795-2125 

or just stop by.

Ala carte Fruit and
Milk is available everyday 

at Lunch

See Mailing

Bookmark Contest
Bookmarks due February 
25th 3pm

Lunch
Week of

2/25 to 2/29
Have a fantastic Vacation!!

Some students  are great at sports, instruments, 
drawing, imagining or  building.  Some have blue 
eyes, some brown, some are right handed, some 
are left handed and some are really great spellers.  
Last week we were able to  observe some of our 
students  compete in the local phase of the 
National Spelling  Bee.  We are pleased to  see that 
so  many  students competed.  After  a lengthy 
elimination process  the finalists were Missy  Lopez 
and Caroline Watson.  Congratulations  everyone! 
(and for  the record I was eliminated at 
“Verisimilitude” when I was  in grade school - well 
before many of my classmates, but to this  day I 
remember the word -- even if I still have to look 
up how to spell it.) Other words  included & 
spelled correctly:
   mnemonically
   heterogeneity
   infinitesimal
   fastidious
   euphemism
The two winning words:
   irreverent
   immaculate

Spelling Bee: Verisimilitude

Popcorn and a Movie Night was another success 
with an attendanceestimated at 100 people.  We 
are glad to see the to see that this family night is 
gaining popularity.  A big thank you goes out to

volunteers, Sue Hanlon, Lisa Hayes for helping me run the con-
cession stand and all the helping hands with the clean up after 
the movie.

The next Family Night is Pizza & Bingo Night on March 7th at 
6 p.m.  Look for pre-order pizza forms to go home after Winter 
Break.  If you would like to volunteer to help with this event 
please contact
Christine Farris 795-2022 or christine.farris@mac.com

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

Dance:
Tonight

7:00 - 9:30
Semi Formal & colors 
(red,  pink white or 

purple)

mailto:christine.farris@mac.com
mailto:christine.farris@mac.com

