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SCHOOL YEAR

Step back from the standardized test, back from the ubiquitous top 
100 college lists  and what you may begin to  see is  one of the other 
traits of a healthy  school- students  feeling safe, confident and secure 
enough to take a chance - to  take a risk at something  which is 
potentially  uncomfortable or  difficult.  When I spend time in any 
school one of the indicators I look for  is  whether  students  feel 
encourage to take a chances.  This habit is  at the core of learning 
and when it is not developed learning  is  slowed, after  all learning  is 
primarily about working at something unfamiliar and as  yet 
unmastered.  The ability  to  take a chance is  like any  skill  it needs to  be practiced, 
students  need to  see it being modeled and when we see it being one and we 
practice doing it ourselves, we become better at it.  So  whether  it is wearing a 
Mayan Costume in front of a crowd of howling middle schoolers (I still 
prefer it to  the Bunny costume),  performing  a scarf  act, practicing  a new 
circus  skill,  reading  in front of the school or  refusing  to move to  the back of 
the bus,  learning  to take a chance is a skill which can make all the 
difference in your  life and occasionally  in the lives  of an entire nation.  
Thank you Ms. Parks  -- and to  those who  helped her develop the courage to 

take a chance.

The last few weeks  have been full of some very interesting 
performances.  The final presentation of the Circus Smircus  artist 

in residence program too place where students performed the 
skills  they had developed for an excited crowd at morning 

meeting.  The students  were so  talented that they  even 
inspired Mrs. Skelly, Mrs. Officer  and Ms. Cornell to perform 

an impromptu 
synchronized scarf 

juggling act that put 
Hollywood on notice.

The following  Tuesday, in recognition of 
Martin Luther  King, students presented  

several  songs, poems  and plays  which 
represented the message behind the holiday.  
On this  occasion the Kindergartners  reenacted 
Rosa Parks  famous bus ride to  explain the 
history of the civil rights  movement and the 
choices  that people made which were the 
catalyst for change in our  country.   Finally 
authors  Jon & Pamela Voelkel presented to the 
middle school about Mayan culture and life in the Belize jungle.   Complete 
with 1) fried meal worms  which many  students actually  sampled (see 
proof below --note the resulting  expression upon 
ingestion) and 2) an authentic Mayan king 
costume (King “Looks  Like Three Monkeys  in a 
Sack”, I think) which I was convinced to wear.
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Healthy Schools -Healthy Risk Taking

• Visit to Hanover H.S Tuesday 1/5
• Math Placement test 1/7
* Visit to Thetford Academy 1/12

Contact the school if you are interested in 
arranging a Visit to St. Johnsbury Academy 
or other area schools

8th Grade Events

All Deposits for the 
Montreal trip need to 

be submitted ASAP in the 
amount of $150.

7th Grade Events 6-8Grade

Visit to the Hopkins Center for the 
Performing Arts on Wednesday to 
attend a Performance of “Old Yeller”
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Lunch
Week of

2/11 to 2/15

P.T.O.

Message 

from the
Converse Free Library

Monday

Macaroni & Cheese
(with or without
hot dog slices)

Veggie Mix
Fresh Fruit Cup

Cookie

Tuesday

Hot Dogs
Tater Tots

Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit Cup

Yogurt

Wednesday

Grilled Cheese &
Tomato Soup

Crackers
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday
Chicken Burgers
Bake Potato Fries

Fresh Fruit
Dessert

Friday

Homemade Pizza
Vegetarian & Meat 

Garden Salad
Mixed Fresh Fruit

Yogurt
Cookies

You may print color copies of the Newsletters at: 
www. LymeSchool.org

Contact me at: Jeff.Valence@valley.net
Phone:  795-2125 

or just stop by.

Ala carte Fruit and Salad
Milk is available everyday at Lunch

E-bay with Bob Raiselis (ValleyNet)
Tuesday, February 5 at 1:30 and repeated

Wednesday, February 6 at 7:00
Two opportunities to share your ideas 

about the future of Lyme's library.
Long Range Planning Meetings

Monday, February 4th at 9:30AM
Tuesday, February 5th at 7PM

 

Family Night: Popcorn & a Movie
Friday, February 8th at 6:30 p.m.

Featuring "Flushed Away"
So grab your bean bag or sleeping bag

and come join us in the gym.
Popcorn & Drink will be available for $1.50

(Admission is free)

   Pinewood Derby
Organized by Lyme Boy 
Scouts and Cub Scouts

Friday 8 February, 5pm
at the Lyme Congregational 

Church

Monday

Beef Tacos
Corn Chips with Salsa

Hot Vegetable
Brownies

Tuesday

Spaghetti
Garlic Bread
Garden Salad

Ice Cream

Wednesday

Grilled Cheese &
Corn Chowder
Garden Salad
Fresh Fruit

Cookies

Thursday
BBQ Chicken

Tater Tots
Mixed Vegetables

Yellow Cake

Friday

Deli Day
Chicken Salad, Ham & 
Cheese and Tuna Sand-

wiches
Chips

Pasta & Garden Salads
Lemon Italian Ice Pop

Lunch
Week of

2/4 to 2/8

•Visit to Hanover H.S Tuesday 1/5
• Math Placement test 1/7
* Visit to Thetford Academy 1/12

Contact the school if you are interested in 
arranging a Vist to St. Johnsbury Academy 
or other area schools

8th Grade Events

To celebrate Read Across  America this  year 
the Lyme School PTO would like to 
introduce Poem In Your Pocket Week in 
hopes  it will become an annual tradition with 
your support.  Each child will be asked to 
memorize a poem of their  choice and carry 
that poem in their  pocket during Read 
Across America Week, March 3-6.   During 
that week any staff member  can request a 
child to give them their poem from their 

pocket to  recite from memory.  If the 
poem is recited correctly, then 

their  name will be submitted 
into  a drawing  for book 

prizes  that will be 
held during 
F r i d a y ’ s 
M o r n i n g 

Meeting.  


