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Adapted from article available from Wikipedia
Martin Luther King  Day was founded as a 
holiday promoted by  labor 
unions  in contract negotiations. 
After  King's  death in 1968, 
Rep. John Conyers introduced 
a bill  in Congress to make 
King's  birthday  a national 
holiday, highlighting King's 
activism on behalf of trade 
unionists. Unions did most of 
the promotion for the holiday 
throughout the 1970s. In 1976, 
trade unionists  helped to elect 
Jimmy  Carter,  who  endorsed the King Day bill.  
Six million signatures were collected for  a petition 
to  Congress  to  pass  the law, termed by a 2006 
The Nation article as  "...the largest petition in 
favor  of an issue in US history."
Opposition to the bill was  led by  Senator Jesse 
Helms, who questioned whether  King  was 
important enough to receive such an honor. He 
was  also critical of King's opposition to the 
Vietnam War and 
accused King of having 
Communist connections.
Pres ident Rona ld 
Reagan was also 
opposed to the holiday. 
He relented in his 
opposition only after 
Congress passed the 
King  Day Bill  with an overwhelming, veto-proof 
majority (338 to 90  in the House of 
Representatives and 78  to  22 in the 
Senate).
At the White House Rose Garden on 
November  2, 1983, Reagan signed a bill 
creating a federal holiday  to honor  King.  It 
was  observed for the first time on January 20, 
1986.
In Utah, Martin Luther King  Day is also known 
as Human Rights Day; similarly, in Arizona and 
New Hampshire, Martin Luther King Day  is also 
known as Civil Rights  Day.

-Contributed by Helen  Skelly 
Our Lyme seventh and eighth graders  have 

been invited to  attend a workshop, Boys 
Speak Out/Sister  to  Sister, on the 
Dartmouth Campus on January 
24th (boys) and 25th (girls).  
This  conference is  put on by 
Dartmouth students  and has 
been designed to  foster  per-
sonal growth and understand-
ing  by talking  about issues  per-
tinent to the everyday lives of 
adolescents.  This will be Lyme's 
fifth year  to  participate in the 
workshop.  It has been a wonderful 

opportunity for  our  students  to  meet and talk 
with college students  and professors, and enjoy 
a catered lunch with entertainment.  Last year 
our  students  returned wearing their workshop 
t-shirts  and bubbling with enthusiasm for the 
day. We are hoping  to  have 100% participation 
this  year, although students may  choose to  re-
main at school where they will be expected to 
follow their  normal school day.

From the Dartmouth Website:
"The purpose of these confer-
ences  is to  bring together  girls 
and boys  separately  in a low-
pressure environment to  discuss 
issues that many 
of you may face 
as you are 
growing up. 

Through a series  of 
speakers, discussion 
groups, and college-
age role models, this  conference will 
attempt to help  you understand that 

talking  about challenges  you face as  you 
grow up is SO important. Specifically, the 

conferences  will address  issues  related to aca-
demics, athletics, self-image, peer  pressure, and 
relationships with friends and family. Bringing 
students from different schools together  to  talk 
to  one another and realize that they  are all fac-
ing  similar issues and worries is  a unique op-

Human rights rest on 
human dignity. The dignity 

of man is an ideal worth 
fighting for and worth 

dying for.
-Robert Maynard   

Please use 
the cross-
walk when 

c r o s s i n g 
Route 10 with 
your children.

Martin Luther King Day / 
Civil Rights Day  Sister to Sister/ Boys Speak Out 

Contact me at:
Jeff.Valence@valley.net

Phone:  795-2125
or just stop by.

The Lyme Nursery 
School is  currently 
a c c e p t i n g 
applications for its
preschool (3- and 
4-year olds) and 
after-K programs. 

Applications  to  fill these 
programs  will be processed on 
January  22nd. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
the school please attend the LNS 
Open House on Thursday, 
January  18th from 4-6 PM,

 Call (603)795-4567 or visit
www.lymenurseryschool.com.
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Think Snow !!!

Notes & Reminders:

Please be sure to send 
your child to school with 

boots and gloves



The 2006 Lyme Middle School Holiday 
Tournament was held 

December 29th and 30th 
at the Lyme School.  

The event was a 
huge success and 
a lot of fun.   
Thanks to  many 

8th grade parents 
that pitched in to help in 

various  ways, community 
members who volunteered 
their  time to keep the official 

game book and referee, and 11 local 
businesses  whose donations  helped 
underwrite the expenses  of hosting 
such an event.  A few highlights  of 
the event are as follows;
• The tournament hosted 228 
middle school basketball players 
composing 16  teams  representing  7 
area towns  (Lyme, Rivendell, 
Newbury, Norwich, Thetford, 
Hanover and Waits  River).  
• The Lyme students represented our  town 
and school well with their  athletic abilitity, 
team spirit and good sportsmanship.    
•  The Lyme 5/6 boys team took home the 
championship and shiny  medallions as 
winners  for  their  division.
• The Lyme 5/6  girls  team showed their  stuff 
in the consolation game on Saturday  morning.   
• Lyme girls  were runners up to Rivendell 
in the 7/8 division. 
• The tournament closed with a barn 
burner game between Rivendell and 
Lyme 7/8 boys.  The Lyme boys  took 
2nd place after  a fabulous  game.  
 This tournament raised approximately 
$2000.00  for the 8th grade Washington DC 
fund.    
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Monday
No School

Martin Luther King 
Day

Tuesday

Baked Chicken Dinner
 with Gravy

Baked Potato
Fresh Vegetables

Fresh Fruit 
Rolls 

Chocolate Pudding

Wednesday

Sloppy Joe Sandwich
Tater Tots

Fresh Vegetables
Fresh Fruit 

Rolls 
Rainbow Sherbet Pops

Thursday

Chicken Burgers
Bake Potato Fries

Fresh Fruit
Yogurt

Hot Chocolate and 
Marshmallows

Friday

Homemade Pizza
Garden Salad

Mixed Fresh Fruit
Cookies

Lunch
Week of

1/15 to 1/19

Milk is available 
everyday at Lunch 

and Recess

Monthly PTO 

Meeting: 

Jaguar Football 
Jaguars Football sign up at 

the Thetford Elementary 
School on January 25th at 
6 pm.  Teams are from 
Kindergarten up to 10th 

grade.  Come and be part of 
a positive activity which teaches 

responsibility, team concept and 
promotes physical well 
being.  Please do not wait 
to sign up if you want to 
be part of the 
Jaguars Football 
team come on 
January 25th. 

Lyme School Year Books
Give the gift of memories - buy the 

2006-2007 Lyme School 
Yearbook with twenty 
pages of photos of students 
and staff to remember this 
school year.  Look for 
orders forms coming soon 

in your Thursday envelope. 

          Middle School 
shark & dinosaur 

dance
Friday 7:00 to 9:30
$4.00 with costume 

$5.00 without a costume

Converse Free Library
P.T.O.

Message 

from the

You may view or print color 
copies of the Newsletters at:

www. LymeSchool.org

 Winter Basketball Tourney 
was a Slam Dunk

-Contributed by Diane Sterns

Tuesday, January 16, 2007 
6:30 pm

Fifth Grade Classroom
Please Join Us!

Town of Lyme 
Budget Committee 
Public Hearing 

Wed, January 17th at 7 pm 
Wed, January 24th at 7 pm 

at the Firehouse

Wednesday after school program:

January 17th - Movie 
Nannie McPhee
Pick up at 4:45

January 24th - Games 
Pick up at 4:15


