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Our  understanding of how we learn, how we make 
meaning  of what we have learned, and how we 
communicate,  has  developed since 
many  of us (parents) attended 
school.   The idea that people learn 
by doing, by  being personally  or 
physically  involved in what they 
are examining seems logical, almost 
obvious.   Current educational 
practices  recognize the power  of 
authentic experiences as  central to 
learning. This  week’s newsletter 
features three such activities  -- speaking with natu-
ralist Ben Killam, the archeology project in the 1st 
grade, meeting with teachers from Zimbabwe. Pro-
viding opportunities which actively  involve students 
in authentic experiences, result in the great-
est potential of a student understanding, 
retaining, and applying this  knowledge 
later on.  The challenge is to get students 
as close as possible to  the actual experi-
ence. Short of observing  a wild bear  in 
their  natural environment (I can’t 
imagine what that field trip permis-
sion slip would look like) students 
spoke directly with Ben Killam 
who has intensely  studied bears in 
their  natural surroundings  and is 
able to bring  this experience 
alive for  our students.  In order 
that students  understand 
archeology  involves more 
than just digging stuff up,  and 
rather than simply  telling them about 
archeology, we created our own archaeological 
site on the premises  where they could conduct a dig 
as archeologists. (Yes, we could have sent them all 
to  Egypt, but it is  hard enough to  raise money to 
send the 8th graders  to  Washington DC).   The 
opportunity to  meet citizens  of Zimbabwe and ask 
them about their  lives, has a much greater  impact 
than reading about the  Zimbabwe’s  people through 
the pages  of a book.   The greatest testimony to the 
advantages  of authentic, active experiences  leading 
to  understanding, is  the intensity  of the students’ 
interest and the retention of the cognitive details as 
well as  the sensory experience long  after the activity 
is  over.

Digging for Answers
The 1st grade recently  spent time learning  about the 
work of archeologists, and how we can learn about 

other  people and points  in 
history  by digging up what 
has  been buried.   Students 
worked in teams  of diggers, 
recorders/artists, and 
artifact cleaners.  This 
project was coordinated 
with their  art class  where 
they created their  own 
artifacts  and “fossilized” 

imprints in clay . These became some of the artifacts 
they had to dig  up and identify. 

Last week Lyme resident, naturalist, noted 
bear  researcher, and author  of 

“Among  the Bears”, Ben 
Killam, spoke with the 5th 

grade class about his research 
and what he has learned about 

bear  behavior.  One of the 
interesting  discussions  dealt with 

what humans  can learn about our 
own behavior  and communication by 

studying how other species,  notably 
bears in this case, behave and 

communicate.  Mr. Killam and his 
research  have been featured by the 

National Geographic Society.    We are 
grateful for his  willingness to take the time to 

visit our  students  

To those behind the curtain

Experience Is Our Greatest Resource

Contact me at:
Jeff.Valence@valley.net

Phone:  795-2125
or just stop by.

Notes & Reminders:

Thank you to  all who  attended 
the Family  Night, Popcorn 

and a Movie presentation 
of "The Wizard of Oz". 

The young at heart, 
children as well as 
adults, seemed to 
enjoy themselves.  A 
special thank you 
goes  out to the 
fol lowing who 

helped make this  event possible: 
Principal Valence, Lyme School 
PTO, Mr. & Mrs. Pippin & the 
Country  Store, Meg  Franks 
(Technology Coordinator), Mike 
Beck & Ralph Stygles (Custodial 
Staff),  Volunteers:  Cindy 
Valence, Kate Cook & Jim 
Farris.

Sincerely, Christine Farris

-- Thank you as well, 
Christine!

Jeff Valence, School Principal
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As  part of the Scholastic Book Fair, books are 
being donated to  help establish a library 
in Chibuwe, Zimbabwe. Last year 
Oliviah Chingwara,  an elementary 
school principal, and Balance, a teacher,  
were introduced to our  students. They 
shared what life was  like for  their 
children in Zimbabwe and the second 
and fifth grades  became pen pals with 
the children in Oliviah's school.  Oliviah 
has written to  us and shared her  dream 
to  create a library in her  school, and we 
are pleased to  be able to  help.

Books for Zimbabwe

Lyme Lions Discuss Ben’s Bears
(now all we need is Tigers... Oh my!!)
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Lunch
Week of

11/13 to 11/17

Milk is available 
everyday at Lunch 

and Recess

Inside the Operating Room
Saturday, November 18th 

8am-4pm
4th floor near same day surgery (follow signs)
Take a close up tour of the operating  room and 
facilities.  Touch the tools, talk to  the surgeons, 
learn from interactive displays  and see the 
procedures involved in surgery set up.

Open House/Career Fair
Wednesday, November 15th 

11am-1pm & 4pm-6:30pm
Contact Steven Dayno for details

        Holiday Pie Sale
Help support the 8th grade 

trip to DC
Sunday, November 19th 

8:30 am-11am at the Fire House.
 Get a pie after you drop off your trash!

Check out our new website

Our new website is up and running .  
A variety  of information is available.

 
Read newsletters on-line, check 

homework and lunch menus. 

If you need some rest, you can 
even read school policies! 

(Please wait 1/2 hour before operating 
heavy machinery - may cause drowsiness)

www.LymeSchool.org

Converse Free Library

You may view or print color 
copies of the Newsletters at:

www. LymeSchool.org

Wednesday, Nov. 15th, 1:30 -2:45
(early release week)

Storyteller, Judy Witters 
(for all ages) 

We have met our lunch 
goal of 101 lunches a day 

4 of the 5 days 
last TWO weeks!

Thanks for your support!

New
!

W
ow!!

Gee
!!

Check out this week’s
Special 6th Grade Trip Edition

Monday

Chicken Nuggets
Baked Potato Fries

Garden Salad
Fruit Cup
Brownie

Tuesday

Spaghetti
Garden salad

Fresh fruit
Yogurt 
Cookies

Wednesday

Hamburger
Carrots & celery sticks 

w/ Ranch dip
Hot Vegetable 

Variety of Ice Cream

Thursday

Grilled Cheese
Chicken Noodle Soup

Garden Salad
Mixed Fresh Fruit

Jell-o

Friday

Tacos (w/ Cheese, 
Lettuce and Tomatoes)

Pineapple
Yogurt
Cookie

Read about the Sixth Grade trip to 
Boston, which included visits to the 
Aquarium, numerous historical sites, 
the harbor and Quincy Market.

Parent Conferences  November 13 - 17
Child care will be provided by two 8th graders in Mrs. Merrill’s classroom 

from 1:30 - 5:00  while parents are in conferences. 
(Please pick students up promptly after your conference)

Students grades 6 - 8 should accompany parents
Don’t Forget dismissal this week is at 

1:30 pm

 Thank you for a 
smooth Voting Day! 
Kid Vote NH results:

Governor: John Lynch
Congress: Paul Hodes

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

College Night at Rivendell
There will be a College 
Night at Rivendell High 
School on Thursday, 
November 16  from 6 to 7:30.  
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Special 6th Grade Trip Edition

Even Mr. Vogt was tired after 
a full day of events.

The Sixth Grade Goes to Boston
This  year’s sixth grade trip  to  Boston went off with out a hitch and followed 

the planned schedule with scientific precision.  This  was  no  doubt in part due to 
the fact that one of the chaperones was  Mr. Pendleton.  The bus  left the parking  lot 

precisely  at 6:30  am, according  to  my  watch,   (I only  know because I watched the bus leave 
as  I pulled in to  the school parking  lot in a failed attempt to see the six grade off - I guess I could 

benefit from Mr. Pendleton’s  time management skills).  The group arrived in Lexington for a 
presentation on the Revolutionary War’s  Minute Men, where students even witnessed the firing of a 

period musket rifle.  Students  then traveled to Bunker Hill and on to the oldest commissioned ship in the 
Navy, the  Constitution (Old Iron Sides).  Students then boarded a ferry to the Aquarium and along  the way viewed 

Boston Harbor and the Old North Church.  At the Aquarium students  toured the exhibits  and were able to get their 
hands  on various creatures  in the wading pool.   After  dinner  at Quincy  Market students  walked the Freedom Trail to 

learn about its role in the opening  days  of the Revolution.  The day  ended 
with a twilight tour  of Copp’s Hill Cemetery.  Thank you to all the 
chaperones: Jane Officer, Skip Pendleton, Mike Hinsley, Doug Vogt, 

Elizabeth Glenshaw, Tom Turkington, Amy Nichols and 
Karen Webb.

Monday morning 
began with an email 
from one of the 
chaperones who  took 
the time to  relay  his 
experience while on the trip 
with our  6th grade.  There is  no 
better  way I can think of than 
reading  a note about the students 
at your school in such glowing 
terms.  Moments  later 
in our morning 
meeting my  thought of 
the day was  about 
“Pride”.   Pride in the 
fact that our  students 
unders tand the 
i m p o r t a n c e o f 
representing their 
school, their  town, 
their families  and 
themselves  so  well.   

Pride

While in Boston Mr. Pendleton could not resist his 
best “Make Way for Ducklings” impersonation.

“ [The 6th graders] were models of self-
restraint throughout a long day... at no time 
were there any  interruptions or silliness, 
only respectful attention and appreciative 
applause.  I believe that everybody  there - 
including the adults - absorbed new 
understanding about the Revolution, sea 
life, and the city  of Boston.  Our kids' 
demeanor made the day enjoyable for 
everyone.”   - excerpt from email


