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Whether  it is  the view from a mountaintop, understanding 
different cultures  or  the view back to  the first day as  a 
kindergartner,  learning is  all about understanding and 
experiencing different perspectives.  Often this takes place 
in the classroom, frequently at 
recess  and sometimes in my 
office (however, usually  I am the 
intended beneficiary of the 
perspective).  One example of 
my  understanding  benefiting 
from other perspectives, grew as 
a result of the school’s  rule 
limiting  one student per  swing.  
Students  in the fourth grade, 
with support from other 
students,  presented a petition to 
allow multiple students  to  swing  together  on 
a single swing seat.  After  researching 
recommended swing practices, which 
revealed that it was, in fact, not 
recommended, students  revised their 
petition to  advocate for  a swing 
designed for  multiple people.   This 
petition was  then presented for 
consideration to  the School Board.  
Certainly, I learned quite a bit 
from the 4th graders  about the 
developmental benefits of sharing 
swings-- they  pointed out how sharing 
swings improve interpersonal and social 
development, conflict resolution and 
resource allocation (as  well as  others).  
Hopefully  students gained a perspective 
into the decision making process and 
how community   action can yield 
positive solutions  to community  needs. 
Then again, maybe they  just want to 
pile on to  a swing together....

This week students  in the sixth 
grade completed research papers  and 

oral presentations  on 
Native American cultures.  
Students  presented on 
various  aspects  of their 
culture, daily  activities, 
beliefs, economies and 
clothing.  Tribes which 
were researched included 
Inuit, Navajo, Abenaki, 
Cree, Iroquois, Anasazi 

and others.   An artifact museum is on 
display in the lobby hall.  Students did a 
spectacular  job. 

This  year  the middle school 
ascended Cardigan Mountain. Past 
hikes have included Black Mtn. 
and Mt. Cube.  This  tradition has 

been a part of our 
middle school 
for...  well,  longer 
than even Mrs. 
B a r t o n c a n 
remember.
Students  learn 
about biomes, 
p h y s i o l o g y 
(hypothermia), 
the effect of 
a l t i t u d e o n 

weather  patterns 
and geology (and 

hiking  can be fun).  
This  is  a joint Physical  

Education and Science 
curriculum project.

Blisters for Books

Perspective Middle School Hike

Contact me at:
Jeff.Valence@valley.net

Phone:  795-2125
or just stop by.

Notes & Reminders:

This week I spent time with some Kindergartners  who 
shared how their  first few weeks of school have been.  
Here is  what I learned:
“Always  include people and be nice. -- Mrs. Fleming is 
nice and she lets  me tell my  stories.”   
“I like recess  and putting beanbags on my head”
“I really  liked picking apples  and I am going  to  plant 
apples in my back yard -- but my  mom doesn’t know -- 
My  neighbor has  apple trees.” (Head’s  Up, Mom)
“Teachers  are smiley and make me feel nice -- they 
bring you band-aids  too  -- ‘cause one time I scraped my 
knee once and..............”(edited for  length and duration).

Thanks  to 
everyone who 
helped make 
“Blisters”  a 
success  this 
y e a r . W e 
apologize for 
the last min-
ute change in 
t h e d a t e 
(though I 
think we can 
all agree, it 
was a good 
call).  Thanks 
to all the 
parents  who 
rebaked doz-
ens of cookies 

and brownies and came out to 
cheer the kids  on. Special thanks 
to  Mike Beck for  all of his  help 
and especially for  putting  up tape 
(twice!), to  the cub scouts  and 
boy  scouts  who had to  take the 
tape down for the flea market 
and put up the outer ring  again 
for  us on Sunday, to  Eileen 
Shiffrin and Carolyn Bardos 
who helped in the morning  so  I 
could run with the first two 
groups, and of course to Lisa D, 
without whom this  wouldn't be 
nearly as  much fun.

Pledge money is due Oct. 19th. If 
there's a problem with pledge 
sheets, please contact Lisa.  

- Robin Model-Lornitzo
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Lunch
Week of

10/16 to 10/20

Milk is available 
everyday at Lunch 

and Recess

Just to clarify:
70 books have been purchased for 
the library so far  through the 
Birthday  Book Club THIS 
YEAR ALONE!  This  is  a new 
record! Thank You!  Let’s 
set a goal to  raise even more!

Lyme Drama
This years Lyme Drama 

Club production is

 "Hankerin' Hillbillies"
Scripts are available for $7.00

Make checks out to: Lyme Drama Club 

Ski Sale
The Upper Valley's oldest and best ski 
sale will be held on Sunday, November 
5, 2006 at the Richmond School Gym 
in Hanover!  This is your chance to get 
some great deals on new and used 

equipment.  A great 
selection of Cross Country 

gear, adult and children's 
alpine skis, boots, poles 
helmets, gloves, hats, 

mittens, sweaters and 
parkas, even ice 
skates.  We welcome 

consignments of good, 
used equipment with the proceeds 
benefiting all the Ford Sayre 
programs.  Consignment Dates:  
Friday, Nov. 3 ONLY from 6-8 p.m.  Set 
up:  Saturday, Nov. 4 from 3-6 p.m.  
Workers’ Sale:  Saturday, Nov. 4 from 
7-9 p.m. SALE DATE:  Sunday, Nov. 5 
from 12 noon - 3 p.m.  Location:  
Richmond School Gym. 

Lyme's Cellar Hole Survey Project 
More than 60 people attended the 
Lyme Historians' program last week 
on Lyme's cellar holes, and many 
indicated an interest in becoming 
volunteer field investigators. We invite 
you to join us for our first cellar hole 
exploration and a field training 
session on Saturday morning, October 
21st.

 A professional archeologist 
w i l l e x p l a i n h o w 
to interpret the clues a 
cellar hole holds to the 
lifestyle once lived there. 

All are welcome on 
October 21, although the 
focus will be on training. 

For consistency, safety, and respect 
for the generous landowners allowing 
us to visit these special sites,   there 
should be at least one trained field 
investigator in any team visiting a 
cellar hole for the Historians' survey 
project. 

Converse Free Library

New
!

Wednesday after school program 
for grades 3-6.

Flyers about 2007 movies and activities 
schedule can be found in the envelopes 
this  week,  or call the library - 795-4622.

You may view or print color 
copies of the Newsletters at:

www. LymeSchool.org

Monday

Chicken Nuggets
Sweet Potato Fries

Garden Salad
Fruit Cup
Brownie

Tuesday

Hamburger
Carrots & celery sticks 

w/ dip
Pears 

Blueberry Crisp

Wednesday

Noodle Mania
Spaghetti
Broccoli

Cantaloupe
Yogurt

Oatmeal Raisin Cookie

Thursday

Tacos (w/ Cheese, 
Lettuce and Tomatoes)

Pineapple
Yogurt
Cookie

Friday NO SCHOOL
Teacher Inservice

NECAPs (pron. kneecaps)
New  England  Common   Assessment 

Program
   October Thurs. 12th, 
    Fri. 13th, Mon. 16th 

        & Tues. 17th
       Be sure to get a good night’s rest and 

eat a good breakfast

No School October 20th
Inservice day for teachers

Open House
Kindergarten 

through 4th Grade
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Thursday, October 19th

The Ford Sayre Ski Registration
 Sunday, October 22, 2006 from 6 - 8 p.m. 

at the Montshire Museum 
and 

Thursday, October 26 from  7-9 p.m.  
Programs offered:  Downhill 

Recreation, Nordic Recreation, 
F r e e s t y l e , R e c r e a t i o n 

Snowboard, Jumping, 
Nordic Junior Racing (JIII, 
JIV, JV), Nordic Racing 

(JO, JI, JII), Alpine Racing 
Development Program, Alpine Junior 
Racing (JV, JIV, JIII), Alpine Racing.

P.T.O.

Message 

from the

This is a great 
place to do 

homework and 
get help.  

Please make sure your child is picked up 
promptly at 4 pm.

Don’t Forget 
After School Study

Every Tuesday from 3-4 pm 

8th Grade Parents’ Meeting
Thursday, October 26th 

Check E-mail or 
speak with Robin for more details.

Blisters For Books 
Money Due October 19th
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