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New Look for the Lobby

One of the enjoyable aspects  of 
working  in schools  is  that they 
are filled with traditions.  These 

traditions  play  an important role 
in the life of the school because they 
establish the connection between 
the school and its  alumni and 
connect each generation of 
students  to  each other.   Here at the 
Lyme School we have a number of 
traditions: the welcoming of the 
kindergartners, the school play, the ice 
cream social, to  name a few.  
Elementary education is  possibly  the 
most persistent tradition in our society.  It 
is  an experience most of us  share.  Spend 
time in the halls  of any  school and you will 
briefly return to that period in your  life when 
your day  was  organized around recess, lunch 
and reading  groups  (often in that order). As 
wonderful as  it is that we share this 
connection, this collective experience can 
also be a challenge because while our 
memories  and histories  of our  own youth 
never change, the world does.  It is  for  this 
reason that we, as a school and 
community, must continue to  examine, 
support, and build the education that 
prepares  today’s  students  for today’s 
world.  In doing so our  schools  begin 
to look different than the schools we 
attended.  Here again is  why 
traditions, like those that take place 
here at the beginning of each year, 
are so  important. While times change and 
require different things  of its  citizenry, it is 
good that some things can persist.  

I look forward to stewarding the school as it 
continues  to  build on the positive traditions 
it has  developed, while contributing  to  new 
traditions  and implementing necessary 
changes as  we work to prepare our students 
for both their immediate and future lives.

Next Week’s Crossing Guards
Provided by the Lyme 

Police Department. 
Thank You, Chief Fields 

& Officer O’Keefe

Honoring our Past,
Working in the Present,  
Planning for the Future It has been another  busy summer  for  the 

facility crew at the Lyme School.  Mike  
Beck, Ralph and Liz Stygles  have been 
hard at work getting  rooms cleaned, 
w a l l s painted and the school 

looking great for  the start of 
school.   Occasionally, with 
the busy nature of the start 
of school, we forget to 
n o t i c e a l l t h e y 
accomplished over the 
summer, so  if you 
happen to  see them 
around the school, 
let them know how 

great it looks.   This 
summer they  have also 

coordinated with Lyme resident and 
accomplished interior designer, Judy 
Elliott who  worked with Gerry Clancy 

last spring to create a striking  new 
look for the school lobby.  

The new lobby 
will  serve as  a 
reception area 

f o r m a n y 
future activities 

a n d i s  a 
wonderful way 

t o  w e l c o m e 
s t u d e n t s a n d 

visitors  to the 
school. We are 

grateful for all of 
Judy’s hard work and 

care for the school.  
 The Lobby is  also  the 

s i t e f o r displaying the School 
Quilt that students  created  with our very 
talented Art Teacher,  Fran Gardent.   
The quilt will eventually  reside in the 
cafeteria. 

Usually the most 
accurate information is 
found at the source.  So 
please call the school at 
795-2125, email:

Jeff.Valence@Valley.net  or, 
better  yet, come on by, you 
are always welcome.

This summer the school 
installed a voicemail 

system to allow for 
even more effective 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  
Special thanks to 

local business, Current 
Concepts  and Adam Bristol, 
its  president and a Lyme 
School parent, for  his 
expertise and service to  the 
school.  Mrs. Barton will 
continue to  be happy  to 
assist your call from 8 am - 
3:30  pm. During off hours 
you can directly connect to 
any extension through an 
automated process. 
 Teachers are unavailable by 

phone during class hours.

This fall we will be 
reviewing   the pick 
up and drop off 
procedures and will 
be seeking parent 

input.  Your thoughts are 
welcome.  Stay  tuned for 
further updates. 

    Notes& Reminders:

Hello

Jeff Valence, Principal

Morning Meeting begins at 

8:10 am 

Mon, Wed, & Fri
starting next Wednesday 9/6

Please try to arrive before 8:10

mailto:Jeff.Valence@Valley.net
mailto:Jeff.Valence@Valley.net
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Monday No School

Tuesday

Breakfast For Lunch
Pancakes w/ Syrup

Cantaloupe, 
Honeydew Melon & 

Strawberries
Apple Juice

Wednesday
Chicken Stir Fry

Spanish Rice
Veggie Mix
Fresh Fruit

Thursday
Cod Fish

Oven Fries
Green Beans

Grapes

Friday 
Grilled Cheese
Tomato Soup

Salad
Brownies

Milk is available 
everyday at Lunch 

and Recess

After  a summer  in a school without its 
students,  it is always great to  see them 
back.  While some of our  students  may 
have wanted summer to last a little bit 
longer,  it was  nice to  see so  many smiling 
faces,  halls filled with students, and 
classes  busily  at work.  At our 
Opening Assembly  I was 
witness  to the tradition of the 
eighth grade greeting  our 
kindergarten class.  For  many of 
our students  it was  not long  ago  that 
they stared with awe and admiration 
into the eyes  of the eighth graders 

who,  at 
the time, 
seemed so 
o l d a n d 
m a t u r e .  
This was  the 
first of many 
s i g n i fi c a n t 
“R i t e s o f 
Passage”  our 
e i g h t h 
graders will 
exper ience 
this  year  as 
they prepare 
to move on 

t o H i g h 
School.  We also  introduced our  theme 
for this  year “Cultivating  Peaceful 
Communities”.  Past themes  have 
included “Manners  Matter”, “Do the 
Right Thing” and “Yes, I can”.  This  year 
we will focus  on how we work to resolve 
differences constructively  and how, when 
conflicts  do  arise, we approach 
them with dignity, 
respect,  self-control 
and understanding.   
T h i s  s u m m e r , 
community members, 
students  and teachers 
v o l u n t e e r e d t o 
maintain the new 
Peace Garden which 
serves  as  a symbol of 
what can be cultivated 
when individuals  work 
together.  

Opening Day

Lunch
Week of

9/4 to 9/8

You can view and print a color 
version of the newsletter on-line 

at:
 www.lymeschool.org 

A great deal of thanks goes  out to  the 
PTO for  organizing  the Ice 
Cream Social again this 
year.  It was  a great way 
for new and returning 
students  and parents to 
meet each other and 
get ready for  the 
school year.  It was 
also nice just to 
have an excuse to 
eat ice cream.  
T h e L y m e 
Country Store 

deserves tremendous 
thanks  for their continued 

annual support and assistance with the 
Ice Cream Social.   Thank you very 
much to all who  contributed their time 
to make this such a wonderful event.

The Ice Cream Social

 This  Fall’s  middle school activity options 
are: building a CO2  powered car, 
developing an iMovie, mural painting, 
outdoor  education, photography, 
creating  painted floor  cloths  and drama.   
The fifth grade will be working  with Lisa 
Damren in a movement program 
sponsored by Plymouth State.  Keep an 
eye out for  the activity  enrollment sign 
up sheet which will  be distributed next 
week.

Fall Enrichment Activities

 This  year  we will beginning a new 
tradition-- morning meetings.  Sixth, 
Seventh and Eighth Grade students 
will  have morning meeting  Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 8:10  to 8:20
(ish).  The whole school will have 
morning meeting  together  on 
Fridays. In Morning Meeting we 
will  present information about 
s c h o o l e v e n t s , s t u d e n t  
accomplishments, curricular 
activities  and special presentations 
or  observances.  In a few weeks, 

Wednesdays’ Morning  Meetings  will be 
student led. 

Morning Meeting
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P.T.O.
Message 

from the Don’t Forget to drop off 
your “BoxTops for Educa-
tion” coupons. Collection 
points  are located at the 

Post Office and at the school.  
To find out more contact Sallie Yurkosky or

 www.boxtops4education.com

We are always looking for new members.  
So please, if you are interested, call Kate 
Cook, or  any PTO member to find out 
how you can help us support our school, 
our students and our teachers!  

1st and 2nd Grade

Parents’ Night
Thursday, September 7th 

at 6:30

3rd Grade Parents’ 

Night
Wednesday, September 6th 

at 6:30

A s a 
p r inc ipa l 
this  is  the 
greatest time 
o f y e a r - - 

seeing  students’  faces, both new and 
old. As  a parent the beginning of the 
school year  can present conflicting 
emotions.  It is  both exciting  and can be 
a time of stress  for students and parents 
-- new routines,  new classmates, new 
teachers, (new bedtimes)...  It is 
important to remember  that we have 
time and patience to 
work out the glitches 
and work into  the 
pattern of the school 
year  routines.  Buses 
and bus  routes  will be 
tweaked to  be more 
efficient and safe, 
routines  will become 
more ... routine.   Until then know this:  
we understand.  We know you are all 
doing your  best and be confident that 
everyone here is  working  their  hardest 
to make things  as  calm, efficient and 
enjoyable as possible.   In this  newsletter 
mailing  you will find a bus  form.  If your 
child plans to ride the bus, PLEASE 
fill out this  form.  It will assist us in 
making  the bus routes  as  efficient as 
possible.

We are working to make the drop off 
process  as helpful, efficient and safe as 
possible, while also reducing as  much 
congestion along Route 10 as possible. 
Here is  how we would like Morning Drop 
Off to work:

The School’s driveway is for Drop Off.

To drop off your child: 
Either I or  another  faculty 
member  will be standing 
to open the car  door  for 
your child.  Please pull up 
to us  to let your child out. 
Do not park or pass  cars 
or busses  in the 
driveway.

To escort your child into school:
Please park along Route 10.

Your  input is  welcomed and, while we may 
not find a solution to each individual 
concern, we will work to find logical 
solutions.

Breathe

Easy-(er)

“--routines will become 
more... routine.  Until 
then know this:  we 
understand. “ 

Skate Sale - Hockey Clinic- 
Registration  

Sept. 9 -- Campion Rink
The Hanover Hockey Association's 
annual skate sale is September 9.  
This is a great way for you to purge 
your closets of old gear, equip your 
ever-growing skaters and give a 
little to HHA, which uses the 
money to keep costs low for hockey 
players around the Upper Valley.    
Consignment is from 8-9am, and 
the sale is from 9 - 1pm.  
Is your son or daughter curious 
about ice hockey?  HHA is hosting 
an introductory clinic for kids 10 
and under.  It runs from 
10-11:20am.  Also, your child can 
register for any one of a number of 
programs at the same time and 
place.   For more information, go to 
www.hanoverhockey.org or call 
Mark Tecca, 795-4801.

We are off to a great 
start to the school year!

http://www.boxtops4education.com
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