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Sometimes a minor crisis, provides a great opportunity.  Such is the case recently as I had to brainstorm to cover Mrs. Chomko’s  
request to extend her maternity leave until after February break.  It is wonderful to hear how much she is 
enjoying  her new role as mother, and while we all,  students and teachers, are excited for her return, we all 
understand why a mom would want to spend more time with her child.  So we are using  this opportunity 
to pilot a Writing Symposium for the two weeks prior to break.  We have gathered a group of local writers 
and educators to work with the 7th and 8th grade on specific aspects of writing.  Jessica Lahey, a 
English teacher, parent of an 8th grader and former speech writer for a former U.S. Governor, will 
work with students on understanding audience in writing; As an English teacher, I will  be working 
with students on persuasive writing using  video and debates to understand elements and techniques 
of building arguments; Judy Russell, author, historian and our town’s wonderful librarian, will 
work with students on biographical/autobiographical writing  through storytelling; and David 
Celone, writer and poet and parent of two recent alum, will be using his recent work in his MFA graduate 
studies, to develop students’  understanding  of figurative and descriptive language as they develop pieces about winter.  The goal is 
that the activities will be both engaging  and enlightening  in how writing is universally important, and how understanding  these 
components can help us become more effective thinkers, and writers, regardless of the medium we use to communicate.  I hope to 
use this experience to build an annual writing symposium to draw in the local expertise present in Lyme and to enrich our focus 
on writing within the curriculum.

Middle School Writing Symposium

Friday, February 25, 2012

Martin Luther King’s message is 
used symbolically for a variety 
of different purposes, some 
legitimate, some less so.  But in 
either case it is a testimony to the 
significance of the man and the 
relevance his message has had on so 
many in his own time, as well as for 
those that have come after.   He 
stood for the unempowered, his 

“poor people’s campaign” fought to give voice those that 
had none, to speak to establishing  the right of dignity, 
fairness and respect for everyone.  The message, regardless 
of the sense of our progress as it relates to matters of race, 
religion, or lifestyle,  is as relevant today as it has ever been.  
As a culture, maybe as a species, we 
struggle to overcome our base nature which 
can drive us to treat one another with 
disrespect, neglect, or bias.  These base 
responses most frequently result from fear.  
Fear,  whether salaciously generated to drive 
up rating in news programs, advance 
political ideations, or as a result of 
legitimate concerns or events, seems to be 
particularly enveloping our country right 
now.  It is at these times of heightened 
anxiety and fear that we should pay closest 
attention to how we treat each other,  as we 
can succumb to our weaker impulses under 
these conditions more frequently.   For our 
generation that which we may need to overcome is not 
solely targeting  disrespect towards specific groups, but 
disrespect directed towards any group or individual.  
This is a tremendous task to accomplish, as would 
have been the perception of the likeliness of electing a 
black President 50 years ago.  It can happen, and it 
would be wonderful to see it continue to grow here as we 
can be one of the many examples where respect is practiced 
and experienced and dignity is granted to everyone.

The Enduring Message of MLK

As most of you know, the Lyme School K-8 population 
has increased by over 30% in the past ten years,  while 
the expectations and requirements of educating students 
have continued to evolve. So,  we’ve turned storage space 
into offices, offices into instructional space, and cut 
classrooms up to make more spaces. Plus we now have 
two trailers for classrooms. The School Board believes 
that renovation and expansion are essential and we want 
you see the plans. 

This construction and the reorganization of space will 
create 4 new classrooms, new small 
group and individual instructional 
spaces, a multi-purpose space to be 
used for band, chorus,  and double 
activity instruction, while improving 
the energy efficiency of the building 
and bringing  key portion in line with 
current building  codes. The School 
Board proposes to fund this renovation 
through a 20-year bond to be voted on 
March 7.

Please come find out more at 7pm on 
Thursday, January 31 at the Lyme 
School. If you would like a tour of the 
school, please join us at 8am on 

Wednesday, January 30 or February 6. 

Come Learn About Proposed 
Renovations to the Lyme School

Mark Thursday, March 7 on your 
calendar as that is the when the vote 

on the proposed bond will occur by  
those present at the meeting, a 2/3 majority 
is required to pass.
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Converse Free Library

Getting Started with Google Drive
Saturday, February 9, 10:30am, in the Meeting 

Room downstairs.

♥ Make Your Own Valentines! ♥
Monday, February 11, 3-4:30 p.m.

We’ll provide materials and a snack. 
All are welcome. 

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Before you forget:
Thursday, March 7th 7pm

Vote on the school budget and warrants related 
to School renovation. Those present will make 

the decision for those who do not attend.
Breakfast is served at 7:45

Breakfast
Assorted Cereals, Fruit & Yogurt Parfait, Cinnamon Wheat 

Roll, Special of the Day with Fruit or 100% Fruit Juice & Milk

This Weeks Menus

Leadership Workshop for Girls and Moms
This is for girls who are currently 7ths and 8th graders in the 

Upper Valley (or within driving distance)
Facilitated by Brook Raney and Cindy Pierce

What: We will be hosting three workshops this spring  for girls 
and their mothers. Each workshop will be its own topic, therefore 
you may sign up for one, two or all three depending on your 
schedule and interest.

Where:  We are working on an Upper Valley location and will 
notify you as soon as we settle on a place that fits our final number 
of participants.

Cost:  ONE workshop costs $50/mom and daughter team
All THREE workshops costs $130 /mom and daughter team

How: Email Cindy to reserve a spot for you and your daughter. 
Space is limited.  cpdoorbell@gmail.com
Makes checks payable to: Cindy Pierce
Send check to: Cindy Pierce 261 Dogford Rd., Etna, NH 03750

When:
Sunday, March 24th 3:00-5:00 PM
“The Mirror” – the focus of this workshop will be to unpack the messages that 
media sends us on a daily basis, understand and combat societal pressures to look 
and act a certain way, and learn to build and maintain a healthy self-image for 
ourselves and encourage the same in others.

Sunday, April 28th 3:00-5:00 PM
“Choices (online, offline, and out  of  line!)” -  the exercises and stories included in 
this workshop will emphasis centering  our inner compass and managing  our time, 
morals, relationships, and overall life. A spotlight will be placed on digital 
citizenship, and how we monitor our time and behavior online.

Sunday, May 12th 3:00-5:00 PM (Mother’s Day)
“Pressure Cooker” – activities aimed at helping  mothers and daughters identify external pressures to say 
and do certain things, and define  whether these pressures are positive or negative influences, will be the 
core of  this workshop.  An emphasis will be placed on recognizing  positive people to be a part  of one’s 
“healthy crew”.

Brooklyn Raney is currently the Assistant Dean of Students at Kimball Union Academy in Meriden, NH. She graduated 
from  Colgate University in 2007 where she played on the women’s ice hockey team. Following Colgate, she completed 
her master’s degree in Educational Theater at New York University. Through this program  she built and developed 
interactive workshops and seminars on leadership and life skills for adolescents. She loves to take these programs all over 
the country, and the world, and work with youth to  set goals to be successful and respectable leaders in their homes, 
schools, and communities. She is also the Director of the Girls’ Leadership Camp at Kimball Union Academy. Brooklyn 
is married to her husband Bill, and they live in Meriden, NH with their son Landen, and dog Tuukka.

Cindy Pierce has been entertaining and educating a wide variety  of audiences since 2004. Combining comic storytelling 
and years of research, she is able to engage audiences with her message about healthy choices and navigating  cultural 
pressures. Cindy  emphasizes the social aspects of sexual health education. Cindy  and her husband, Bruce live in Etna, 
NH where they  own and run Pierce’s Inn. They have three children. You can learn more about Cindy’s work at 
www.cindy-pierce.com

Report Cards are being sent home with this 
newsletter, If it is lost along the way we can 

print you out a copy just let us know.

Monday Today’s Special
Pancakes w/Syrup

Today’s Special
French Toast w/ Warm Syrup

Tuesday Today’s Special
Bagel w/ Cream Cheese

Today’s Special
Assorted Muffins

Wednesday
Today’s Special
Scrambled Eggs w/ Whole Wheat 
Toast

Today’s Special
Breakfast Pizza

Thursday Today’s Special 
French Toast w/ Warm Syrup

Today’s Special
Pancakes w/Syrup

Friday Today’s Special
Assorted Muffins

Today’s Special
Bagel w/ Cream Cheese

Monday
Cluck, Cluck
Popcorn Chicken Honey Wheat 
Roll Seasoned Rice Green Beans 
Fresh Fruit

Everybody’s Favorite
Cheeseburger Lettuce, Tomato & 
Pickles Green Salad Pears

Tuesday
Taste of the Tropics
Caribbean Style Ham Sandwich 
Potato Wedges Banana

Chinese New Year
Sweet & Sour Chicken Asian Vege-
tables Buttered Noodles Pineap-
ple

Wednesday
North End Favorite
Baked Ziti Cucumber Slices 
Green Leaf Salad Pears

Lunchtime Classic
American Chop Suey Garlic Bread 
Peas Fresh Fruit

Thursday
Comfort Food
Shepherd’s Pie Dinner Roll Sweet 
Peas Peaches

Just Like Home
Roasted Chicken Warm Roll 
Sweet Corn Apple Crisp

Friday
Fresh Picks Pizza 
Cheese Pizza or Chef’s Topping 
Sweet Corn Cucumber Wedges 
w/ Dip Peaches

Fresh Picks Pizza 
French Bread Pizza Peas Carrots 
Fruit Cocktail

Week of

1/28 to 2/1
Week of

2/4 to 2/8
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