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Thursday, September 6, 2012

I think we would all agree that the purpose of a school is to learn.  
Methods, processes, and pedagogy may differ from school to school, 

however the end result is focused on the same goal.   The goal: learning  -- 
and if I wanted to be provocative: it is the pursuit of ignorance.  Why 

ignorance? Because we should always be in pursuit of what lies past what 
we know (knowledge), into the areas that we don’t understand - areas in 

which we are ignorant - avoiding the tendency to grow complacent with our         
current level of knowledge. This of course is risky and uncomfortable as we 

have a greater likeliness to make mistakes, encounter setbacks, and experience failures in the 
process of learning new skills or information.   With any authentic learning, the potential of 
getting  it wrong must be a part of the process.  In fact we often learn more from our mistakes 

than our successes.  Childhood is a fairly intense period of one’s life, as we develop a great deal of what we know during  this brief period 
of our lives.  Not just what we know of the literary, mathematical or natural world,   but also how to interact with others,  interpret 
cultural norms, think, problem solve and relate to others.  Fortunately, it is also a period when the consequence of mistakes are likely 
lower and the support is ideally higher.  A long  time ago,  I read a quote from Michael Jordan:  “I have missed more than 9000 shots in 
my career.  I have lost almost 300 games.  On 26 occasions I have been entrusted to take the game winning shot... and missed.  I 
have failed over and over again in my life.  And that is why... I succeed.”  The key piece is that Mr. Jordan attributes his success to his 
ability to persist, as opposed to an absence of mistakes.  Even after seven years I still recall during  the interview process here at Lyme, I 
was asked “Do you believe students can fail?”  My response remains the same... only if we are learning.  While an attitude of tolerance 
for failure may seem odd to some, to others the oddity is the obsession with trying  to eliminate mistakes, setbacks, disappointment or 
failure from their child’s experience of learning.  The process of achieving  long term success is 
inexorably tied to the development of the characteristics which help us respond 
constructively to mistakes and inevitable failures.  As a parent, one of the most difficult 
experiences one can have is to watch their child struggle and encounter setbacks, as it often is 
accompanied by emotion, pain and the discomfort of learning.  These experiences, however 
develop the critical skills of resiliency, persistence, and fortitude.  There is no shortcut to 
developing  these characteristics and no path which can circumvent the occasional 
disappointment, pain or frustration that accompanies the challenge of learning new 
information.    Fortunately, we have caring  teachers, mentors,  parents, friends or spouses to 
encourage, reassure and lend their confidence to us as we encounter setbacks and failures.   If 
we think of each attempt as one of many attempts towards our goal, as opposed to a final 

attempt or a false summation of 
who we are as a human being, we 
can use it as a tool to become 
resilient to inevitable setbacks in 
pursuit of success.  
What can we do to support each 
others efforts to learn? 
Understand and allow for 
mistakes to take place (unless it 
would lead us to harm ourselves 
or others),  help us understand 
our mistakes, encourage us and 
believe that we can be successful, 
and remind us that the measure of who we are is not in whether 
we have made mistakes, but in how we respond to 
them.

Learning is Making Mistakes

Imagination and Knowledge

Spot
2nd Grade 

Hopes and Dreams
Last week 2nd grades expressed their hopes and dreams for 
the year.  They were all very impressive and demonstrated a 
strong desire to learn and grow.  In addition to these I 
received three that were very creative and imaginative:

... I hope and dream  Mr. Valence builds a hot tub...
... I dream about Mr. Valence makes a ski hill...
... My hope is for Mr. Valence to put in a pool...

Wow, and all I hoped for was enough classrooms ?!

Parent Information Nights
 Grade 1- 4 September 12 
Grade 1- 6:00 ‧ Grade 2 - 6:30 ‧ 
Grade 3 - 7:00 ‧ Grade 4 - 7:30

 Grade 5 & 6 September 20
6:00 - 7:30

Parents only
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The

Converse Free Library

Lyme Library on Tuesday, September 18 
at 7 p.m.,  Peg Ackerson on Birds!!  All 

welcome - Refreshments!!
 

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Lunch
Week of

9/10 to 9/14Picture Day 
 Monday, September 17th17

Blisters for Books
Tuesday, October 16th

More information to follow
16

The Utility Club of Lyme & Long River Studios present the 
8th annual Fine Art & Fine Food Silent Auction Saturday, 
September 15 at 6 p.m. at 125 Breck Hill Rd.  Tickets: $35 per 

person available at the door or Lyme Country Store.  For 
information or tickets call Nancy Snyder at 795-2904 

Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Monday
Today’s Special
Whole Wheat Bagel & Cream 
Cheese

Tuesday
Today’s Special
Sausage, Egg and Cheese on 
a Whole Wheat English

Wednesday
Today’s Special
Waffles with Strawberries & 
Topping

Thursday
Today’s Special
Scrambled Egg and Melted Cheese 
Quesadilla

Friday Banana Chocolate Chip Muffin

Monday
The “Chicken Coop”
Oven Crisp Chicken  Tenders w/ Dip-
ping  Sauce Seasoned Rice Honey 
Wheat Roll Baby Carrots Fruit Cocktail

Tuesday
Sub Station
Made To Order Italian Meatballs & 
Sauce in a Wheat Sub Spicy Italian 
Potato Chunks Veggie Sticks w/Dip 
Pears

Wednesday
The Impastable Dream
Piping Hot Homemade Macaroni & 
Cheese Parmesan Roll Heart Healthy 
Salad Fresh Mac Apple

Thursday
Yankee Peddler
Turkey Pot Pie w/Biscuit Top
Mashed Potatoes Butternut Squash
Wheat Roll Fresh Melon Wedge

Friday
Fresh Picks Pizza 
Cheese Pizza Or Chef’s Topping
Garden Salad  Green Leaf Salad
Fresh Watermelon

Breakfast is served at 7:45

Breakfast
Assorted Cereals, Fruit & Yogurt Parfait, Cinnamon 
Wheat Roll, Special of the Day with Fruit or 100% 
Fruit Juice & Milk

Lunch

!
The Lyme Historians present a tour of

Lyme Schoolhouses sites and surviving buildings
This Saturday starting at 10:30 @ Lyme Center Academy

Local
Beef

Local
Produce

Emergency Cards !!
This is a reminder for parents to please return all those 
"forms" that were sent home in last Thursday's envelope.  It 
is imperative we receive the "Emergency  Information" cards 
ASAP!  We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter!

Parents please send notes with your children indicating their 
after school plans if they are different from their regular 
routine.  Notes are required if they are going on a different 

bus or if they are getting off at a different stop  on their regular 
bus.  Also a note is required if your child is being picked by someone 
other than a parent.

Keep us in the Loop

The faculty will be continuing their practice of offering an After School 
Study program for any students that need or want help.

Tuesdays from 3- 4 pm

After School Study


