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1 Topic

Nearly the end of the Summer, 2012

Between retirements and the growth of our school,  all of a sudden we have a lot 
of new members on the faculty (a lot by Lyme School standards anyway).  

After a long search process and an incredible pool of 
candidates, we found five amazing teachers.  

Mindy Lyons (3rd grade) Hanover: Ms. Lyons looking 
forward to being  back at The Lyme School this fall. Mrs. 
Lyons was our a long-term substitute for Mr. Dayno last 
spring. Before that, she worked at the Ray School in 
Hanover in the fifth grade, and as student teacher at 
Kearsarge Regional Elementary School in a second grade. 
She earned her Masters Degree in Elementary Education 
from Southern New Hampshire University and lives with 
her two boys in Hanover along with one dog,  three cats 
and a hamster! 
Megan Donegan (1st) Malibu, CA,  now Hanover: 
Mrs. Donegan will be teaching  first grade with Mrs. Wilcox.  Megan comes to Lyme from 
California where she was a fourth grade teacher in Malibu.  She graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University and holds a Masters Degree in Education from Loyola Marymount 
University.  Megan is elated to be back on the east coast with her husband David, who grew up 
in Hanover, and her two young boys Patrick and Declan. She is excited to become a part of the 
Lyme community and to join the Lyme School team.
Diana  Dewey (Band) White River Junction:  Mrs. Dewey is the new band teacher for 
the Lyme School.  She graduated with a degree in Music Education from Brigham Young 
University in Provo, UT and studied the french horn as her major instrument.  She is from 
South Dakota where she grew up riding  horses and helping out on her grandparents' ranch.  

Mrs. Dewey currently conducts the Lyme Town Band and loves being in the Upper Valley!
Amanda Burns (4th grade) Marblehead, Ma: Amanda is extremely excited to join the Lyme School staff 
and to finally make the move to the Upper Valley from the Boston area where she previously lived.  She and her 
new fiance have been planning  this move for a while, they just got engaged on a hike in Glacier National Park this 
summer. Last year she taught 5th grade at a private school in MA and previously taught 3rd and 4th grade at a 
public school in NH.  She received her education master's degree from Antioch University New England and her 
undergraduate degree in Animal Biotechnology and Conservation with a minor in Environmental Science from 
Delaware Valley College.  Prior to pursuing teaching she was an environmental educator and wilderness trip leader, leading  trips 
all around New England including hiking the entire Long  Trail of VT.  Amanda enjoys spending  time biking, running, backpacking, 
cooking, reading, knitting, and canoeing. 
Emily Girdwood (Art) Thetford, formally Keene:  Mrs. Girdwood will be teaching art.  Emily has been the art teacher in Keene at 
the Fuller Elementary School and at the Hinsdale Elementary School.  She earned her bachelors degree in studio art from Bates 
College and her masters in Art education from RIT. She has worked in a variety of mediums and looks forward to bringing that love of 
creativity and expression to the students of the Lyme School. (not pictured)

Lyme School’s New Teachers!
Golden Rule:

Parents: 
Never Perseverate - 

Communicate! 
Don’t lose sleep or worry needlessly,
 together we can work on a solution.

Call me, stop by or send a telegram, I 
would love to hear from you.  My hope is to 

ensure that before you lose any sleep worrying 
about something, you feel you can call to get 

the support, attention, information and 
reassurance you need.

Albert Einstein was quoted as saying  that “Imagination is more 
important than knowledge”, quite a statement from someone who is 
often the symbol for academic knowledge, but it reinforces that even 
he saw the necessity for the development and emphasis of these two 
factors in educating the minds of our children.  I began collecting work 
for INK (which stands for Imagination and Knowledge) as a way to 

feature the important balance between developing both the “mind of knowledge” and the “mind of imagination”.  DaVinci’s 
Seven Principles may best capture  this line of thinking:

Arte/Scienza - The development of the balance between science and art, logic and imagination. "Whole-brain" 
thinking.  Curiosita - An insatiably curious approach to life and an unrelenting  quest for continuous learning.   
Dimistrazione - A commitment to test knowledge through experience, persistence, and a willingness to learn 
from mistakes.   Sensazione - The continual refinement of the senses, especially sight, as the means to enliven 
experience.  Sfumato (literally "going  up in smoke") - A willingness to embrace ambiguity, paradox, and 
uncertainty.  Corporalita - The cultivation of grace, ambidexterity, fitness, and poise.  Connessione - A 
recognition of and appreciation for the interconnectedness of all things and phenomena. 

What  
is

Welcome Back !!  It’s going to be a great year!
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Al a carte Fruit and Milk 
are available everyday

Wednesday
That’s Italian
Spaghetti Homemade Marinara Italian 
Meatballs Garlic Bread Caesar Salad 
Orange Wedges

Thursday
Fiesta Ole
Chicken Fajitas Fiesta Rice Mexicali 
Corn Salsa Fresh Assorted Fruit

Friday
Fresh Picks Pizza Cheese Pizza
Or Chef’s Topping Garden Salad Fresh 
Melon Slices

Hot Lunch Discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  “In accordance with Federal  law and US Department of Agriculture policy,  this institution is 
prohibited from  discriminating  on the  basis of race, color,  national  origin,  sex, age,  or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination,  write USDA, Director of  Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Ave.,  SW, 
Washington,  DC 20250-9410 or call  (800) 795-3272  or (202) 720-6382  (TTY).   USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

Contact me at: JValence@LymeSchool.org
Phone:  795-2125  or just stop by.

You may print color copies of the Newsletters 
at:  www. LymeSchool.org

Monday, August 27th at 
6:00 pm

 on the playground of the Lyme 
School

We may not be the olympics, but 
we have a really nice tradition to 
the start of school, including the 
ringing  of the old school bell,  the 
parade o f c l a s ses and the 
welcoming  of the kindergarten by 
the 8th grade.  The bell will be 
rung  officially starting  the school 
year at 8 am in front of the school 
on August 29th.  Parents be sure 
to make it if you can a n d 
arrive  before 8:00.

School Board News
School Day Has Been 

Extended
To support the increasing expectations for 
students learning, the language program in 
the lower school and increased 
individualization of instruction,  the faculty 

requested that the school day be 
extended in order to allow for extra time.  
This past June the School Board 

considered and approved the extension of 
the day to 3:00 (except Thursdays which 
end at 2:00) and the beginning of the day 
to  8:05 (doors open at 8:00).  There has 
been a growing  concern about the timely 
arrival of some of our students in the 
morning  so we would like to remind 
parents and students that school begins at 
8:05.  Arrival after this time means students 
may be loosing instruction time.  Students 
will be marked tardy after 8:10.  Please 
make every effort to arrive between 8:00 
and 8:05.

8 am Doors open
8:05 am Classes begin
8:10 am  Students are tardy
3:00pm Students riding  the Bus are 
dismissed - Students being  picked up a=or 
walking will be dismissed as soon as the 
busses leave.

(Thursdays school ends at 2:00 pm)

First Day of School:
Wednesday, August 

29 at 8:00

The Farm to School Program.
Whenever possible  we  try to find local or healthy options 
for our lunch program.  These  options are  based upon 
quality, availability, cost and appeal to students.  

Please Read Me!

Ice Cream Social

This coming year’s routes will follow the 
same course and plan that they did at the 
end of the year.  Times may fluctuate based 
upon new or changing  ridership and we 
should have a firmer schedule once things 
get started.  In the mean time the morning 
and afternoon route are available at:

http://www.Lymeschool.org/
busroutemaps.html

 Buses generally start their route at 7:15 
am.  Specific times are effected by 
ridership, but if you have a specific 
question about arrival time at a specific 
stop call the school and we can give you a 
rough estimate.

Bus Routes

Converse Free Library

Summer Reading 
Program 

Closing Activity
Monday, August 27 

at 5:30 
on the Library Lawn

WHAT’S NEW...
•New beginning and ending 

times to the school day
•New Food Service New 

menus and now BREAKFAST 
and Snacks will be available

Thursday Today’s Special Homemade 
Blueberry Muffin 

Friday Today’s Special
Breakfast Burrito

Lyme School has partnered with Cafe Services to 
help maintain a healthier and cost effective Lunch 
program which allows us to purchase locally 
produced fresh ingredients a significantly lower costs.  
Cafe Services will be hosting  parent information 
nights where you can meet and speak with them 
directly and make suggestions.  Mr. Micelli  will 
remain our chef and prices for lunch will remain the 
same.  The Farm to School Committee and School 
Board have worked hard to create the best available 
program to bring to our students.  More on this soon.

Breakfast
Assorted Cereals, Fruit & Yogurt Parfait, Cinnamon 
Wheat Roll, Special of the Day with Fruit or 100% 
Fruit Juice & Milk

Lunch

Local
Beef

Local
Produce
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