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r  For as long as I have been in education every year the debate 

about standardized testing arises.  Proponents suggest that it 
ensures that students (in actuality, schools, are performing to 
expectations) and that this data can be used to identify need both 
for individual students and the school as a whole.  Critics argue that 
standardized tests are limited in what 
they can assess, require too much time, 
and can subvert the educational priorities 
to match those set by the test.  It is a 
difficult position for schools in which to 
find themselves, as regardless of how we 
feel about them, they are mandated by state or federal legislation.   
Our role is to inform legislators as to the concerns and constructive 
uses of these tests and use whatever information that can be 
gleaned from these assessments in the most constructive and 

beneficial way for our students.  We met 
with our Senator this past Monday to 
present these perspectives.  The newest 
standardized test, often referred to as 
SBAC, will be implemented for some 
grades over the next two weeks and for 
others in April and May.  The SBAC is 

very new, both in what it seeks to assess and how it accomplishes it.  
Therefore, there is a fair amount of uncertainty surrounding it.  
Because of this uncertainty, and the political positions ascribed to it, 
it will likely generate a lot of press.  It is also likely both sides of the 
debate will use whatever results to promote their agenda.  As this 
debate rages, what we want to assure parents is that Lyme School’s 
greatest interest is that these tests can be used to some constructive 
end, and whatever flexibility we have to make the process of taking 
the test manageable and not excessively stressful, we will utilize.  
We encourage families to educate themselves about the test and 
communicate their perspectives with their legislators.  Lyme has 
historically performed very well on standardized tests.  These tests 
are not the primary measure of success we use. We recognize that 
they are frequently the primary tool that Public Schools are 
compared with. The greater indicator of success that we seek is the 
feedback we get from our students, parents, community and the 
institutions who educate our students after they have graduated.  
We not only hope to develop the knowledge assessed in a 
standardized test, but also the students’ ability to apply that 
knowledge in constructive ways, their ability to articulate 
themselves and their ideas, work effectively with others, and 
develop the character which exhibits respect, willingness to work 
hard, the habit of engagement in their communities, and the skills 
necessary to develop informed and reasoned opinions for 
themselves.	
"
Link to Information on the SBAC (Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium):  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/about/	
"
Testing Dates:  	

Grades 3-4:  90 min sessions daily from March 16 - 20 (Language 
arts) and March 23 -26 (Math)	
"
Grade 5-8:  90 min sessions daily from April 27 - 30 (Language arts) 
and May 3-8 (Math)	
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In the News: New State Testing (SBAC) 

Whoop-i-e-e-ee!  Hold on, "pawdners," for a rip-
snortin’, rootin’-tootin’ musical spoof of the Old West.  
This fast-paced comedy is filled with a goofy stable of 
hilarious characters:  our trailblazin’ hero, Chuck 
Wagon, our sweet heroine, Candy Cane and the 
villainous crooked card dealer, Smiling Slade Claggett.  
A wagon train breaks down at Whistling Skull Rock, 
outside the tiny town of Vinegar Bottle (famed for its 
"I’m O.K. You’re O.K. Corral").  The wagon train 
promptly gets robbed by the mysterious outlaw known 
as "The Snake."  Through a crazy twist in the plot, 
Chuck is accused of being the bandit.  Proving his 
innocence isn’t easy...  but it is a hoot!  Who can forget 
the host of other characters that add extra spice to this 
wild romp?  There’s Wild Bill Hiccup, the dancing 
Hamm sisters (Virginia and Glazed), fascinating 
Señorita Juanita and Claggett’s evil ally, Sue Flay.  Toss 
in an election for the town mayor, an old Spanish land 
grant and some singin’ and dancin’.  Then mix with 
mirth, melody, action and a laugh-a-minute and you’ve 
got some idea of what happens when those wacky 
wagon wheels went rollin’ west.  - The Pioneer Drama Service

Wagon Wheels West
Lyme School Drama Presents:

March 26,27 & 28 • 7pm
Curtain at 7:30 pm

T-shirts on sale!!  $10.00

We are all familiar with the no cell phone rule 
in movies and the performances. In addition 

please be aware of the following:	
"
The doors open no earlier than 7:00 pm, there 
are no reserve seats, and the play will begin 
promptly at 7:30 pm.	
"
Please remain quietly in your seats during the 
performance and assist the younger audience 
members to do so as well.

Director’s Reminders:

This Saturday at 9:26 will be 
the Pi-est day this century.	


3.141592653 
3/14/15 at 9:26:53

Pi Day of the Century!!

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/about/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/about/
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Menus	

Week of   3/16 to 3/20 • Week of   3/23 to 3/27

so this week Dr Seuss is 111"
the number of books he wrote?   about 57!"
so across america we read all week"
about that cat, that turtle and weird words like ‘tweek’""
but where do the books come from my friend?"
they come from Blisters for Books in the end"
so on october 7th  we went out to run"
raise some money, do some laps, and have some fun""
we raised about 5000 dollars for books & dvds"
magazines, graphic novels, & audio CD’s"
so let’s thank some friends it won’t take too long"
we’ll start with the boss & move right along""
Thanks Ms Judy, Margaret &  Mrs. D. "
you are the best, the fantabulous three"
thanks  library volunteers  for keeping us from getting 
run over"
thanks, grass, birds, clouds and patches of clover""
thanks to the teachers who gave up the time"
to our favorite running shoes covered in grime"
thanks to the parents who sent in the money"
to the toddlers and dogs who were so very funny""
thanks to the moms & dads who gave us the treats"
to Maggie & Denby who dished out the eats"
thanks to Mr. Valence, Mike Beck, and all the aids"
thanks to the ribbon,  wooden stakes, and  the trees for 
their shade"
 	

but most of all thanks to you"
the laps you ran were one thousand and 2"
you brought in the pledge sheet, school spirit,  and fun "
some of you walked and some of you run""
for without you my friends young and old"
we wouldn’t have any books  i am told"
so this is the end of my thank you verse"
oh yah one more person to thank, the school nurse!

Dr. Seuss meets 
Lyme’s Dr. Jake	

An homage to Seuss 
written by Mr Cooke 

about Blisters for 
Books

And Thank you Judy Russell and the 
Converse Library for helping create 
a great Read across America Week!!!

Please remember to send sneakers on 
Gym days. So students can participate 
and are not injured.

Monday

HOT LUNCH: 
Cheese Burger on W/G Bun 
Tater Tots 
Green Beans 
Peaches "
Sandwich Option:   
Grilled Cheese  

HOT LUNCH: 
Low Sodium All Beef Hot Dogs 
W/G Bun 
Corn 
3-Bean Salad 
Granny Smith Apples "
Sandwich Option:   
Grilled Cheese

"
Tuesday

HOT LUNCH: 
Spaghetti, Marinara Sauce & 
Meat Balls 
W/G Dinner Roll 
Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 
Sandwich Option:   
Tuna Salad

HOT LUNCH: 
Homemade Mac & Cheese 
Sweet Potato Casserole 
W/G Garlic Dinner Roll 
Pears ""
Sandwich Option:   
Tuna Wrap 

Wednesday

HOT LUNCH: 
Turkey Pot Pie 
W/G Garlic Roll 
Brown Rice Pilaf 
Strawberries 
Sandwich Option:   
SB & J

HOT LUNCH: 
Turkey/Cheddar/Bacon Melt 
Salad 
Lima Beans 
Apricots "
Sandwich Option:   
Chicken Salad

Thursday

HOT LUNCH: 
Popcorn Chicken w/Sauce 
Buttered W/G Egg Noodles 
Beets 
Fresh Fruit "
Sandwich Option:   
Veggie Burger

HOT LUNCH: 
Chicken Fajitas, W/G Tortilla 
Refried Beans 
F/F Sour Cream, Salsa 
Mexican Rice 
Apple Sauce "
Sandwich Option:   
Veggie Burger

Friday

HOT LUNCH: 
Cheese or Chef’s Choice  
Pizza 
Hummus & Chips 
Fruit  Salad 
Sandwich Option:   
Egg Salad 

No School  
Teacher Inservice

27 No School Friday, March 27th
Teacher 

Inservice


