Abingdon-Avon Transportation Policies and Procedures
The district provides bus transportation to and from school for all students living 1.5 miles or more from the
school. A list of bus stops will be published at the beginning of the school year before student registration.
Parents must, at the beginning of the school year, select one bus stop at which a student is to be picked up,
and one stop at which a student is to be dropped off. Students are not permitted to ride a bus other than the
bus to which they are assigned. Exceptions must be approved in advance by the building principal.
While students are on the bus, they are under the supervision of the bus driver. In most cases, bus discipline
problems can be handled by the bus driver. In the case of a written disciplinary referral, student bus
problems will be investigated and handled by the building principal.
Students are expected to follow all school rules while on the bus. Students may be suspended from riding
the school bus for up to 10 consecutive school days for violating school rules or for engaging in other gross
disobedience or misconduct. The school board may suspend the student from riding the school bus for a
period in excess of 10 days for safety reasons. The district’s regular suspension procedures shall be used
to suspend a student’s privilege to ride a school bus.
A student who is suspended from riding the school bus and who does not have alternative transportation to
school shall be allowed the opportunity to make up all missed work for equivalent academic credit. It is the
responsibility of the student's parent or guardian to notify the school that the student does not have
alternative transportation to school.
In the interest of the student’s safety and in compliance with State law, students are also expected to
observe the following:
1.

Dress properly for the weather. Make sure all drawstrings, ties, straps, etc. on all clothing,
backpacks and other items, are shortened or removed to lessen the likelihood of them getting
caught in bus doors, railings or aisles.
2. Arrive on time at the bus stop, and stay away from the street while waiting for the bus.
3. Stay away from the bus until it stops completely and the driver signals you to board. Enter in single
file without pushing. Always use the handrail.
4. Take a seat right away and remain seated facing forward. Keep your hands, arms, and head inside
the bus.
5. Talk quietly on the bus. No shouting or creating loud noises that may distract the driver. Tablets,
iPods®, iPads®, smartphones, and other electronic devices must be silenced on the bus unless a
student uses headphones.
6. Help keep the bus neat and clean. Keep belongings out of the aisle and away from emergency exits.
Eating and drinking are not allowed on the bus.
7. Always listen to the driver’s instructions. Be courteous to the driver and other students. Sit with
your hands to yourself and avoid making noises that would distract the driver or bother other
passengers. Remain seated, keeping your hands, arms, and head inside the bus at all times.
8. Wait until the bus pulls to a complete stop before standing up. Use the handrail when exiting the
bus.
9. Stay out of the danger zone next to the bus where the driver may have difficulty seeing you. Take
five giant steps away from the bus and out of the danger zone, until you can see the driver and the
driver sees you. Never crawl under a bus.
10. If you must cross the street after you get off the bus, wait for the driver’s signal and then cross in
front of the bus. Cross the street only after checking both ways for traffic.
11. Never run back to the bus, even if you dropped or forgot something.
Video and audio cameras may be active on busses to record student conduct and may be used for the
purposes of investigation into misconduct or accidents on the bus.
For questions regarding school transportation issues, contact: Mr. Stewart Powell at 309-462-3284.

Bus Conduct
Students are expected to follow all school rules when riding the school bus. A student may be
suspended from riding the bus for up to 10 consecutive school days for engaging in gross
disobedience or misconduct, including but not limited to, the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Violating any school rule or school district policy.
Willful injury or threat of injury to a bus driver or to another rider.
Willful and/or repeated defacement of the bus.
Repeated use of profanity.
Repeated willful disobedience of a directive from a bus driver or other supervisor.
Such other behavior as the building principal deems to threaten the safe operation of the
bus and/or its occupants.

If a student is suspended from riding the bus for gross disobedience or misconduct on a bus, the
School Board may suspend the student from riding the school bus for a period in excess of 10
days for safety reasons.
A student suspended from riding the bus who does not have alternate transportation to school
shall have the opportunity to complete or make up work for equivalent academic credit. It shall be
the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to notify the school that the student does
not have alternate transportation.

Disciplinary Measures
School officials shall limit the number and duration of expulsions and out-of-school suspensions to the
greatest extent practicable, and, where practicable and reasonable, shall consider forms of non-exclusionary
discipline before using out-of-school suspensions or expulsions. School personnel shall not advise or
encourage students to drop out of school voluntarily due to behavioral or academic difficulties. Potential
disciplinary measures include, without limitation, any of the following measures:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Notifying parents/guardians.
Disciplinary conference.
Withholding of privileges.
Temporary removal from the classroom.
Return of property or restitution for lost, stolen or damaged property.
In-school suspension.
After-school study or Saturday study provided the student’s parent/guardian has been notified. (If
transportation arrangements cannot be made in advance, an alternative disciplinary measure will be
assigned to the student.)
Community service.
Seizure of contraband; confiscation and temporary retention of the personal property that was used
to violate school rules.
Suspension of bus riding privileges.
Suspension from school and all school activities for up to 10 days. A suspended student is
prohibited from being on school grounds.
Expulsion from school and all school activities for a definite time period not to exceed 2 calendar
years. An expelled student is prohibited from being on school grounds.
Transfer to an alternative program if the student is expelled or otherwise qualifies for transfer under
State law.
Notifying juvenile authorities or other law enforcement whenever the conduct involves criminal
activity, such as, illegal drugs (controlled substances), “look-alikes,” alcohol or weapons or in other
circumstances as authorized by the reciprocal reporting agreement between the District and local
law enforcement agencies.

The above list of disciplinary measures is a range of options that will not always be applicable in every case.
In some circumstances, it may not be possible to avoid suspending or expelling a student because
behavioral interventions, other than a suspension or expulsion, will not be appropriate and available, and the
only reasonable and practical way to resolve the threat and/or address the disruption is a suspension or
expulsion.

