
A Taconic Hills Elementary Library Creation



Assignment

•Your group will study either

Inuit, Iroquois, or Aztec peoples.

•Your group will decide on 3 questions

to research about.  

•You must use at least 3 websites 

& 2 books for your report.

•Your report can be a poster, drawings,

a play, models, a song, anything
creative



Steps for Successful Note Taking

1. Make sure your question is focused

on a specific part of your topic.



Example:  Iroquois Project

Q:  Why did the Iroquois make false 

faces or medicine masks?

http://daphne.palomar.edu/scrout/ams100/IVArt.htm



Steps for Successful Note Taking

2.  Skim through the books & websites

about your Native American group for

the information that answers your 

question.



Example

Q:  Why did the Iroquois make false 

faces or medicine masks?
http://www.tolatsga.org/iro.html

Heading in the Reading:

•Iroquois Location

•Population

•Names

•Language

•Sub-Nations

•Culture

•History

http://www.tolatsga.org/iro.html


The correct heading is…

…Culture!

Now skim through the section 
you think might answer your question.

flickr.com/photos/84rms/39682699/

http://www.tolatsga.org/iro.html

http://flickr.com/photos/84rms/39682699/
http://www.tolatsga.org/iro.html


Look at first sentences of paragraphs.

P1:  “Simply put, the Iroquois were the 

most important native group in North 

American history.”

P2:  “Agriculture provided most of the 

Iroquois diet.”

P3:  “It was the Iroquois political system…”

P4:  “The Iroquois were farmers whose 

leaders were chosen by their women.”

P5:  “The central authority of the Iroquois 

League was limited leaving each tribe free 

to pursue its own interests.” 



Skimming a Paragraph for Main Idea

Simply put, the Iroquois were the most important native group in 

North American history. Culturally, however, there was little to 

distinguish them from their Iroquoian-speaking neighbors. All had 

matrilineal social structures - the women owned all property and 

determined kinship. The individual Iroquois tribes were divided 

into three clans, turtle, bear, and wolf - each headed by the clan 

mother. The Seneca were like the Huron tribes and had eight (the 

five additional being the crane, snipe, hawk, beaver, and deer). 

After marriage, a man moved into his wife's longhouse, and their 

children became members of her clan. Iroquois villages were 

generally fortified and large. The distinctive, communal longhouses 

of the different clans could be over 200' in length and were built 

about a framework covered with elm bark, the Iroquois' material of 

choice for all manner of things. Villages were permanent in the 

sense they were moved only for defensive purposes or when the 

soil became exhausted (about every twenty years). 



What keywords might we be looking for?



Agriculture provided most of the Iroquois diet. Corn, beans, 

and squash were known as "deohako" or "life supporters." 

Their importance to the Iroquois was clearly demonstrated by 

the six annual agricultural festivals held with prayers of 

gratitude for their harvests. The women owned and tended 

the fields under the supervision of the clan mother. Men 

usually left the village in the fall for the annual hunt and 

returned about midwinter. Spring was fishing season. Other 

than clearing fields and building villages, the primary 

occupation of the men was warfare. Warriors wore their hair 

in a distinctive scalplock (Mohawk of course), although other 

styles became common later…..The False Face society was an 

Iroquois healing group which utilized grotesque wooden 

masks to frighten the evil spirts believed to cause illness. 

Information Located!!



Note Taking

The False Face 

society was an 

Iroquois healing 

group which utilized 

grotesque wooden 

masks to frighten the 

evil spirits believed to 
cause illness. 

Text: Notes:

•FF Society – healing
Group

•Wood masks

•To frighten evil 
Spirits that made 
people sick.



Another Example of Note Taking

The most sacred tradition to the Iroquois Indians are 

the rituals involving the false faces or medicine 

masks. No two masks are ever the same. The creator 

always make them unique, but they all possess a 

crooked nose. This is to honor the fabled giant who, 

because of a loss of a challenge to the Creator, 

promised to protect the Creators people. The men 

who wear these masks are believed to have the 

power to ward off sickness because of a Seneca 

legend. It is said that the Spirit of Sickness tried to 

infect a longhouse of people. Before he had the 

chance to do so, the giant (Great False Face) 

appeared and scared him away.

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/iroquois.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/iroquois.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/iroquois.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/iroquois.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/iroquois.html


The most sacred tradition 

to the Iroquois Indians are 

the rituals involving the 

false faces or medicine 

masks. No two masks are 

ever the same. The creator 

always make them unique, 

but they all possess a 

crooked nose. This is to 

honor the fabled giant who, 

because of a loss of a 

challenge to the Creator, 

promised to protect the 
Creators people.

Text:

Notes:

•Sacred rituals.

•Every mask unique.

•All have to have 

crooked nose to honor 

giant who promised to 

protect the people 

when he lost a 

challenge to the 

Creator.



Text:
Notes:The men who wear these 

masks are believed to 

have the power to ward 

off sickness because of a 

Seneca legend. It is said 

that the Spirit of 

Sickness tried to infect a 

longhouse of people. 

Before he had the chance 

to do so, the giant (Great 

False Face) appeared 
and scared him away.

•Men wearing masks 

can get rid of illness.

•Seneca Legend:  

Spirit of Sickness tried 

to infect people in a 

longhouse but the 

giant scared him 

away.

•The giant’s name is 

Great False Face.



Steps for Successful Note Taking

1. Make sure your question is focused.

2.   Skim through the books & websites

about your Native American group for

information answering your question.

3.   Read the section(s) that answer(s)

your question.

4.   Copy & paste or rewrite the information 

you want from the website

-or-

4. Copy the information you want from

the book.


