January, 2018

USD 224 Clifton-Clyde

Eagle Express
It is the mission of USD 224 to provide a positive learning experience for all students to achieve their highest potential as productive members of a global society.

News from the Superintendent!
USD 224 Patrons,
I hope everyone had a relaxing Christmas season that was full of family and friend times and a sense of
gratitude. As the saying goes, gratitude turns what we have into enough.
As the new calendar year begins we are pleased to announce that USD 224 has a totally redesigned website
and BRAND NEW mobile app. The location for the website is still the same (www.usd224.com), but we
believe you’ll find the new site easier to navigate and more updated. The app is very exciting to us. Through
the app you can get instant notifications, updated scores (with Google map links to location), shareable calendar, and much more. Go to the App Store or Google Play Store and search “Clifton-Clyde’ to find it. Once
it’s downloaded make sure you allow it to send notifications so you can be kept up to date.
Again, just a quick reminder that USD 224 is working on collecting information from parents (which we did in
October), students, staff, and community members. Our District Leadership Team will use all the information collected to develop district goals that our USD 224 Board of Education will approve. Thank you for
taking time to complete the attached survey (last 2 pages) or going to www.usd224.com and completing the
online version.
Sincerely,
Art Baker

School Board Recognition Month!
January is School Board Recognition Month, and USD 224 joins other public
schools across our state to say thank you to these public servants who are leading success in our community. Our local board of education members volunteer
countless hours each year leading success in our schools! Please take a minute
to thank your current USD 224 Board of Education Members:
Kirstin Wereneke - Board Position 1
April Fahey - Board Position 2
Stephen Keiffer - Board Position 3
Bill Genereux - Board Position 4
Deb Ohlde - Board Position 5
Shawn Taddiken - Board Position 6
Grant Knoettgen - Board Position 7
Eagle Express is a publication of the USD 224 Superintendent. Feel free to contact him at:
616 N. High, Clyde
785-446-2098
abaker@usd224.com
Look for this publication to come out the second Thursday of every month.

CCMS brings back
“Welcome Wednesday”
After taking the first semester off
CCMS Student Council took the
initiative to reinstate “Welcome
Wednesday” after Christmas
Break. Welcome Wednesday is
where classes take turns lining the
hall every week and greeting the
other classes with high fives, fist
bumps, and words of encouragement. January 3rd the 4th graders
lead the charge to welcome everyone!

A huge “Thank you” to the Lance Koch Memorial Road Rally for
the donation of two new message boards at CCHS and CCMS.
These boards will contain updates and messages for the students and, during ball games, etc, will be updated to help communicate events to the pubic. What a great addition and,
again, “thank you”!

January CCHS Student of the Month
Congratulations to the January Student of the Month, Austin
Morgan!
Austin is the son of Tim and April Morgan from Clifton. He
has 1 sister, Bethany, who is going to college in Manhattan.
He has been an active member in FFA for four years. He
enjoys working on the farm, hunting, and fishing. Austin's
future goals include attending North Central Kansas
Technical College to study Diesel Mechanic.

Local Coyote Hunters made Donation

American State Bank

A group of local coyote hunters recently donated $400 to
USD 224. These funds will be used for new equipment in
the concession stands at both CCMS and CCHS. These
men would like to thank to all of the local famers that
allow them to hunt on their land. USD 224 says “thank
you” to this group for thinking of us with their contribution.

Thank you American State Bank for your generous
donation of gloves, hats, scarfs, and socks to CCMS
and CCGS. These will be used for students that
forget, struggle to afford, etc. We can definitely
use them as the cold season is upon us!!

CCMS Student Council
CCMS Student Council sold
“Candy Cane Grams” throughout the month of December.
They raised $137 for Toys for
Tots through this project.
Thanks to all involved in
buying and selling!

CCMS Views Wonder
On December 13 all CCMS students traveled to Concordia to view
the movie Wonder. Based on the New York Times bestseller,
Wonder tells the incredibly inspiring and heartwarming story of
August Pullman, a boy with facial differences who enters fifth
grade, attending a
mainstream elementary
school for the first time. Kindness is a constant lesson
throughout the movie. CCMS students completed their
own kindness lessons after returning to school to help and
further reinforce the importance of choosing to be kind.

Clifton-Clyde Teacher, Arika Haresnape,
Recognized by KSDE
TOPEKA (story from KSDE) – Thirty-two first-year educators from Kansas
are being recognized for their outstanding teaching skills through the 2018
Kansas Horizon Award program. The award recipients were announced
Jan. 9 by the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE). The first-year
educators will be honored at a special ceremony during the Kansas Exemplary Educators Network (KEEN) State Education Conference on Feb. 16 in
Topeka.
The Kansas Horizon Award program, which is sponsored by KSDE, allows
all school districts in the state an opportunity to nominate one elementary
and one secondary teacher for the award. To be eligible for the award,
teachers must have successfully completed their first year of teaching and
have performed in such a way as to distinguish themselves as outstanding.
The program is a regional competition with four regions corresponding to the state’s U.S. Congressional districts. Four elementary and four secondary classroom teachers may be selected for the award from each region. Recipients of the 2018 Kansas Horizon Award were notified of their selection by Kansas Commissioner
of Education Randy Watson.
“I want to congratulate these outstanding teachers,” Watson said. “Each recipient has demonstrated their
dedication to the teaching profession, and I want to thank them for their time and talent. With the help of great
teachers like these, we are one step closer to meeting the vision for education in the state, which is Kansas
leads the world in the success of each student. Kansas is lucky to have such quality teachers in its classrooms.”
As recipients of the Kansas Horizon Award, these educators are invited to KEEN, a network of educators
from around the state who have been formally recognized for exemplary performance. Members of KEEN
have an opportunity to network with other outstanding educators and participate in several professional development programs throughout the year.

Local Athletes Recognized

Congratulations to Sr. Elias Girard (above),
son of Pat and Jolene Girard of St. Joe. Elias has been selected to play in the annual
KEMFA All-Star games this summer. Elias
will play on the Division I East Squad. The
game will be played at Trojan Field in
Beloit, on June 9th. Kickoff for the Division
I game will be at 10:00 am. The Division II
game will follow at 1:30 pm. Congrats
#29!!

MSCsports.com tabbed CCHS Senior, Bradley Koch, as
their Athlete of the Week for the week of January 8. To
earn this award Koch poured in a season best 24 points
on 12-14 shooting in a win over Blue valley (+4 rebounds). He followed that up on Friday with 14 points, 8
rebounds, and 7 steals in a road win vs. Axtell. On the
season he is averaging 13.6 points, 5.8 rebounds, and
almost 4 steals a game.

USD 224 Community Survey
As part of USD 224’s continued school improvement process, and to help in the goals to make data driven
decisions, a community survey is being conducted. At the October parent-teacher conferences a parent
survey was conducted. If you completed one of those you do not need to do this one.
If you’d like to fill it out online, please visit www.usd224.com and follow the links.

1. How satisfied are you with the quality of public school education in USD 224?
____ Very Satisfied
____ Satisfied
____ Dissatisfied
____ Very Dissatisfied
____ No Opinion
2. How long have you lived in the district?
____ Less than 5 years
____ 6-10 years
____ 11-20 years
____ More than 20 years
____ Decline to answer
3. During the time you have lived here, do you think the quality of education has improved, stayed the same, or
declined?
____ Improved
____ Stayed the same
____ Declined
____ No Answer
4. How satisfied are you with how the district… (fill in the bubble)
Very
Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied

No
Answer

Satisfied

Plans for the future

O

O

O

O

O

Prepares students for success

O

O

O

O

O

Maintains facilities

O

O

O

O

O

Addresses all students’ needs

O

O

O

O

O

Communicates with community members

O

O

O

O

O

Reflects the values of our communities

O

O

O

O

O

5. Regarding the student experience, what should the districts key areas of focus be in the coming years? Rate
each of the following items on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the highest priority and 1 being the lowest priority.

5 Highest
Priority

4

3

2

1
Lowest
Priority

Students’ Social/Emotional Development

O

O

O

O

O

Student Achievement on Standardized Tests

O

O

O

O

O

Quality of Teaching Staff

O

O

O

O

O

School Safety and Security

O

O

O

O

O

Hands-on/Real World/Project Based Learning

O

O

O

O

O

Working More Intensively with Struggling Students

O

O

O

O

O

Community Service Opportunities

O

O

O

O

O

Extracurricular Opportunities

O

O

O

O

O

Online Learning Experiences

O

O

O

O

O

Aligning Curriculum & Instruction to Job Market

O

O

O

O

O

Flexible Scheduling of School Day/Year

O

O

O

O

O

Dual Enrollment Opportunities with Colleges, etc

O

O

O

O

O

Access to Cutting Edge Technology

O

O

O

O

O

Collaboration with Community Partners

O

O

O

O

O

Individualized Education for Each Student

O

O

O

O

O

6. What skills and qualities should a USD 224 graduate possess? (enter in the space provided)

7. What are the 3 best qualities of USD 224? (enter in the space provided)

8. What are things about USD 224 that you’d like to see addressed? (enter in the space provided)

9. Anything else you’d like us to know?

Thank you for taking time to fill this out.
Please return the survey to any of the
three USD 224 school locations.

