December, 2017

USD 224 Clifton-Clyde

Eagle Express
It is the mission of USD 224 to provide a positive learning experience for all students to achieve their highest potential as productive members of a global society.

News from the Superintendent!
USD 224 Patrons,
The Christmas season is upon us which means this semester is quickly coming to an end. It has been a great
semester with many accomplishments by our students and staff both in the classrooms and in the communities. You should be proud of your schools and the great kids!
While we are speaking about being proud of our schools, I’d like to take a minute and direct your attention
to the community survey that is attached to the last couple pages of this publication. USD 224 right now is
working on collecting information from parents (which we did in October), students, staff, and community
members. Our District Leadership Team will use all the information collected to develop district goals that
our USD 224 Board of Education will approve. Thank you for taking time to complete the attached survey or
going to www.usd224.com and completing the online version.
I’ve been providing updates on the middle school chair lift project in this publication throughout the fall. I’m
pleased to say that the project is complete. Thank you to JM Custom Builders and Johnson & Campbell for
their work on this. Also, thanks to the CCMS students and staff for being so patient while conducting school
while the demolition/construction process was taking place. I still believe this to be a great addition to the
school for our communities. Lastly, at the December USD 224 Board of Education meeting the board approved Budreau Construction as the low bidder to be installer of the chair lift system at CCHS. Look for updates on a timeline for that project in the coming months.
Lastly, I do hope you all have a great Christmas Break. The last day for students will be an 11:30am dismissal
on December 20. The first day back for teachers and students will be January 3. Please note that CCHS will
have a home game January 2 even though there is no school. Please take time during this break to relax and
enjoy friends and family.
As always, feel free to contact me at any time with questions, concerns, compliments, etc. I’d love to hear
from you.
Sincerely,
Art Baker
Eagle Express is a publication of the USD 224 Superintendent. Feel free to contact him at:
616 N. High, Clyde
785-446-2098
abaker@usd224.com
Look for this publication to come out the second Thursday of every month.

CCHS Greenhouse feeds CCHS Students!!
The hydroponic systems in the greenhouse came about thanks to
grants from Clyde Area Foundation and Community Foundation for
Cloud County. Mrs. Junek and Ms. Haresnape worked together with
Curt Walter, the Biology 2 class and the Natural Resources class to put
the systems together. The produce is grown in a coconut husks media
called coir which is constantly flushed with nutrient rich water. The
water is recycled through the system helping with the conservation of
resources. Lettuce and spinach are being grown to use in the school
lunch program while basil and cilantro are being grown to sell fresh to
the public. They system is used to grow fresh produce but also educate
students about sustainable agriculture, plant care, and vegetable production.

BOE Position 6 opening
The Board of USD 224 is looking for
a qualified candidate to fill the unexpired term for Board Position 6.
This term will expire January, 2020.
Qualified candidates must live in
the following area: rural area outside the city limits of Clifton, Clyde
and Vining south of Kansas 9 and
Parallel Road east of Kansas 15 and
Kansas 9, except for Mulberry
Township east of Clay County 827
and north of the Republican River;
and that portion of the City of
Clyde south of Washington Street,
east of Railroad, south of Kennedy,
and east of Borton Streets.
Any interested candidate should
contact Art Baker or Denise Cyr
(Board Clerk) at the district office
(785-446-2098). The deadline for
applications is 3:00pm, January 4,
2018 .

CCHS Student of the Month
Congratulations to Hannah Kindel, December Student of the
Month!
Hannah Kindel is the daughter of Jackie and Mike Kindel. She is a
sophomore at Clifton-Clyde High School. Hannah has participated in Volleyball, Basketball and plans to participate in Track this
spring. Hannah is on the Honor roll, a member of FBLA, FCCLA,
serving as the vice-president this year and plans to participate in
the Clifton-Clyde Sharp Shooters this spring. Hannah is also an
active member of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church CYO youth
group. Her plans for college are undecided at this time.

T-Bird Classic
CCHS boys took home the T-Bird Classic preseason
title with a 65-48 win over Rock Hills! Meanwhile,
the CCHS girls place third in the same tournament.
Congratulations to both teams!

Gift Cards for Hurricane Harvey
Led by CCMS Student Council, USD 224 collected gift
cards throughout much of November. Thanks to our
amazing communities, we are happy to send $1,025
worth of gift cards to Kirk Elementary in Houston, TX, to
help families still coping with the effects of Hurricane
Harvey!!

"Digging Up America" at CCMS
Students are "Digging Up America" at the Clifton-Clyde Middle School! With a grant from the Washington
County Community Foundation Social Studies teacher Lana Moore set up an archaeology dig project for her
students. Each tub had a theme that used artifacts and archaeology to hook students into the American history curriculum that we study throughout the school year. Students researched the different steps in archaeology, dug up and identified artifacts, and then reported on the theme of their tub. Hopefully we will have
future archaeologists graduating from Clifton-Clyde!

Grade School Lego Wall
The Lego Wall is in at CCGS!!
Thanks to Mr. Massing and the
CCHS Woods Class for helping
with this project. The Lego
wall is located in the southwest
corner of the library and is
available to all students to use
in a variety of different ways!

$2500 worth of books from the 2017 Scholastic Book Fair.
Books went directly to the teacher's classrooms and to all three district libraries. Thanks to Jill Winter
for doing the Eagle's share of the book fair, and to E3 for movie night.
CCMS Math Students Make
Marble Rollercoasters
Mrs. Winter’s CCMS students have been working on
marble coasters throughout the year. This activity
allows them to practice many skills: teamwork, design, angles, etc. The rollercoasters were on display
at the December 11 CCMS basketball game for the
community to try out. Great problem solving and
application project!

USD 224 Community Survey
As part of USD 224’s continued school improvement process, and to help in the goals to make data driven
decisions, a community survey is being conducted. At the October parent-teacher conferences a parent
survey was conducted. If you completed one of those you do not need to do this one.
If you’d like to fill it out online, please visit www.usd224.com and follow the links.

1. How satisfied are you with the quality of public school education in USD 224?
____ Very Satisfied
____ Satisfied
____ Dissatisfied
____ Very Dissatisfied
____ No Opinion
2. How long have you lived in the district?
____ Less than 5 years
____ 6-10 years
____ 11-20 years
____ More than 20 years
____ Decline to answer
3. During the time you have lived here, do you think the quality of education has improved, stayed the same, or
declined?
____ Improved
____ Stayed the same
____ Declined
____ No Answer
4. How satisfied are you with how the district… (fill in the bubble)
Very
Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied

No
Answer

Satisfied

Plans for the future

O

O

O

O

O

Prepares students for success

O

O

O

O

O

Maintains facilities

O

O

O

O

O

Addresses all students’ needs

O

O

O

O

O

Communicates with community members

O

O

O

O

O

Reflects the values of our communities

O

O

O

O

O

5. Regarding the student experience, what should the districts key areas of focus be in the coming years? Rate
each of the following items on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the highest priority and 1 being the lowest priority.

5 Highest
Priority

4

3

2

1
Lowest
Priority

Students’ Social/Emotional Development

O

O

O

O

O

Student Achievement on Standardized Tests

O

O

O

O

O

Quality of Teaching Staff

O

O

O

O

O

School Safety and Security

O

O

O

O

O

Hands-on/Real World/Project Based Learning

O

O

O

O

O

Working More Intensively with Struggling Students

O

O

O

O

O

Community Service Opportunities

O

O

O

O

O

Extracurricular Opportunities

O

O

O

O

O

Online Learning Experiences

O

O

O

O

O

Aligning Curriculum & Instruction to Job Market

O

O

O

O

O

Flexible Scheduling of School Day/Year

O

O

O

O

O

Dual Enrollment Opportunities with Colleges, etc

O

O

O

O

O

Access to Cutting Edge Technology

O

O

O

O

O

Collaboration with Community Partners

O

O

O

O

O

Individualized Education for Each Student

O

O

O

O

O

6. What skills and qualities should a USD 224 graduate possess? (enter in the space provided)

7. What are the 3 best qualities of USD 224? (enter in the space provided)

8. What are things about USD 224 that you’d like to see addressed? (enter in the space provided)

9. Anything else you’d like us to know?

Thank you for taking time to fill this out.
Please return the survey to any of the
three USD 224 school locations.

