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Veterans Day
Ninety-eight years ago, on November 11, 1918, World War I came to an unofficial end when 
fighting ceased between the Allied nations and Germany. The temporary armistice that was 
called that day, ended up lasting seven months until the Treaty of Versaille was signed on June 
28, 1919, officially ending “The Great War” as World War I was known. This is the beginning of 
what is now known in the United States as Veterans Day.

This day is still celebrated in many other countries around the world besides the United States 
as Remembrance Day or Armistice Day, in fact, in November of 1919, President Woodrow 
Wilson declared November 11 the first commemoration of Armistice Day in the United States.

The U.S. Congress officially recognized the ending of World War I on June 4, 1926. On May 
13, 1938, an act of Congress was passed declaring that November 11 would be a national 
holiday known as Armistice Day. That day would be dedicated to the cause of world peace and 
was also a celebration of World War I veterans. Finally in October of that year, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower made the first Veterans Day proclamation and to this day, the holiday 
continues to be observed on November 22 each year, regardless of the day of the week on 
which it falls to honor the historical significance of the date

On Friday, November 10, 2017, Central Heights Schools hosted their 12th annual Veterans 
Day Assembly. The breakfast and assembly recognizes and honors area veterans and their 
spouses for their service to our country. The all school assembly featured participation by 
students from the Elementary, Middle and High School students. The featured speaker, was 
Mr. Al Keefer, of Ottawa, KS. He is a Korean War Veteran, retired educator, and member of the 
first Central Heights Honor Flight. During his speech, Mr. Keefer reflected on his early life in 
Ottawa and attending Ottawa University. While at Ottawa University, he was drafted into the 
Army and served in Korea. After his release from the Army, he returned to college at Ottawa 
University and became a teacher. He taught at Lincoln and Garfield Elementary schools and 
later became the first Principal at Eisenhower Elementary School. 

Mr. Keefer’s final comments reflected on his trip to Washington, D.C. in 2016 as a member of 
the first Central Heights Honor Flight. He described the trip as an experience he will never 
forget and encouraged every Veteran to to go on the trip if they get a chance. He said, “You will 
never forget it.”

A big THANK YOU to all of the veterans who attended and to Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Rowan for 
all of their hard work is making our 12th Annual Veterans Day Assembly a huge success.



Veterans Day

        



S.T.R.I.P.E.S

S.T.R.I.P.E.S  stands for Service, Trust, Respect, Integrity, Positive Attitude, Excellence and Self 
Discipline.

These are the S.T.R.I.P.E.S winners for October, November, and December. 

S - Tyler Emert, Alexis Davis, 

T - Alex Skeet,  Aiden Welch, 

R - Eve Stephenson, Lily Meyer, 

I - Brock Clifton, Leo Kirkland, 

P - Lucas Patterson, Trinity Funk, 

E - Nash Cardell, Brittany Owens, 

S - Rory Legge, Kegan Stout,

Let’s keep up the good work guys! You need to keep this up. Do good things and be good. You guys 
are all good and can win an award at some point! I believe in you all! 

Have a great rest of your year.

By Grace Wilson
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Food Drive
How did the food drive turn out? Mrs.Brown: “The food drive was very successful.”

Did anything change from anything last year? Mrs.Brown: “Last year the competition was class against 
class, this year it was girls vs boys.” What do the students get if they win? Mrs.Brown: “They spent 7th and 
8th hours watching a movie and munching on popcorn.”

When did you start the food drive?Mrs.Brown: “The middle school has done a food drive for many years.”

What is the success of the food drive?Mrs.Brown: “Some years are better than others.Thanks to the help 
of the elementary and Science club. We fed 25 families.”

Does this benefit the students? Why does it benefit them?Mrs.Brown: “Yes, civic involvement is really 
being pushed to be incorporated in the school setting. The food drive gives students an opportunity to do 
something nice for others without needing to travel elsewhere.”

Where will the food go and how do you decide who gets it? Mrs.Brown: “The administrators make a list of 
families who could benefit from a food box. Sometimes recommendations come from staff members. 
Mr.Welch takes middle school students to deliver the boxes.”

By Grace Wilson and Sheridan Weber

Thanksgiving
It all started when the Pilgrims befriended the Indians and they had a wonderful feast. We may not 
know exactly what happened on that day but we celebrate this every year because we are giving 
thanks for everything. We have so much to be thankful for! Friends, family and etc. We need to take 
a second and think back to the first Thanksgiving…. They didn’t have much at all but they all 
appreciated the little things. We tend to take everything for granted and we need to stop that. We 
need to realize that everything isn’t going to be perfect but it will be perfect if you’re with people you 
love and care for.

By Sheridan Weber and Trey Hamblin



  Middle School Wrestling 2017

The 2017 Central Heights Middle School Wrestling Team consisted of only six members. 
The perseverance and the will to win made that number seem like millions. We 
interviewed Mr. Myer and the wrestlers. This is what they told us.
Wrestlers:
Question 1: What is your favorite part of wrestling? Why?
Christian: “Going to the meets was fun because I got to meet people.”Jessy: “Pinning and 
Winning.” Adam: “How physical the sport is.”Lane: “You get to hurt someone without 
getting in trouble!” Lucas: “The strength and mental toughness required.”Trey: “Testing 
your strength and will to win.”
Question 2: What is the hardest part of wrestling? Why?
Christian: “Conditioning! It is very hot in the wrestling room.”Jessy: “Facing an experienced 
opponent.” Adam: “You always have to be on your toes.” Lane: “Conditioning, and facing 
an experienced opponent.” Lucas: “The matches, because some wrestlers have a lot of 
experience.” Trey: “Getting out of a bad position.”
Question 3: How long have you been wrestling?
Christian: “1 year.” Jessy: “1 year.” Adam: “5 years.” Lane: “1 year.” Lucas: “2 years.”
Trey: “1 year.”
Question 4: What is your favorite move?
Christian: “Half nelson.” Jessy: “Lateral drop.” Adam: “Half nelson.” Lane: “Cradle.” Lucas: 
“Snowplow cradle.” Trey: “Half nelson
Question 5: What is the most painful move someone has performed on you?
Christian: “Snowplow cradle.” Jessy: “Lateral drop.” Adam: “Snowplow cradle.” Lane: 
“Cradle.” Lucas: “Snowplow cradle from Mr. Myer!” Trey: “Power half.”
Question 6: How many matches did you win?
Christian: “1” Jessy: “6” Adam: “All of them!” Lane: “5” Lucas: “3” Trey: “1”
Question 7: What have you done this year to improve?
Christian: “Pushups and squats.” Jessy: “Trained.” Adam: “Worked harder than the day 
before.” Lane: “Lift Weights.” Lucas: “I tried.” Trey: “Practice.”



  Middle School Wrestling 2017  

Mr. Meyer:
Question 1: How long have you been involved in wrestling?
Answer: “25 years.”
Question 2: What is your favorite part of wrestling?
Answer: “Camaraderie among teammates.”
Question 3: What is your favorite move?
Answer: “Bear hug.”
Question 4: What is the most painful move someone has performed on you?
Answer: “Power half.”
Question 5: What is your favorite move to teach?
Answer: “Underhook series.”
Question 6: How have the wrestlers improved this year?
Answer: “Their knowledge and mental toughness has improved.”
Coming from a new wrestlers perspective, I think wrestling is really fun. I am hoping to see 
an increase in wrestler numbers next year. It was kinda funny really, seeing all of these big 
wrestling schools with 30 wrestlers, and we are there with only six. Despite the numbers, 
the perseverance and the will to win by far overpassed that of other schools. 

By Trey Hamblin and Adam Light



Boys Basketball

Mr. Welch said that “the team is doing very well, they need to work on ball handling. There are 22 players 
on the team. There are 8 6th graders, 10 7th graders, and 4 8th graders. The 8th graders are good 
leaders. They need to get more physical and use their left hand more. Work hard at practice and if they 
don’t play in the game, they need to spend their time improving their skills.”

Mr. Schulte said“ that the team is doing good, and they need to improve on getting stronger, because 
they are having troubles with ball handling. Tony and Chris have improved on rebounding. They prefer 
home rather than away because there families can watch them. They are working hard and getting better 
every day. Work hard come to practice every day. Then they will get better if they work and if they listen 
to what the coaches say, they will get better. The players need to practice everything to improve their 
skills at the sport.

Question 1. How long have you been coaching basketball?
Mr Schulte”: “36 years off and on”
Question 2. How many players are on the team?
22
Question  3. How many do you have in each grade, 6th, 7th, and 8th?
6th  8    7th 10    8th 4 
Question  4. Overall, how are the players doing so far?
Doing very well and they need to get better.
Question 5. What are their strengths?
 Willing to work hard at practice everyday. 
Question 6. What areas do they need to improve on? Why?
Ball Handling, and not using their left hand.
Question 7. For those that played last year, have you seen improvement? How have they improved?
Tony and Chris improved rebounding the ball and understanding the game.
Question 8.  Do you think they are better at home games or away games?  Why?
Home games because they practice there and they know where everything is at.
Question 9.  What is the team’s record so far? 
2-3 

By Beau Hakes and Trey Hamblin



Root Beer Floats

In this article we will be talking about the Student Council root beer float project and how long it's 
been going on in the middle school. We talked with Mrs. Brown, the Student Council sponsor, to 
learn more about it. 

First we asked Mrs. Brown if the root beer floats a success? She said, ““Yes, I think students really 
enjoyed them.” Next we asked if the students did a good job preparing and serving the root beer 
floats. Mrs.Brown said, “They were awesome! The kids set up an assembly line of sorts which 
worked well.” We wanted to know where they got the idea for the root beer floats. Mrs.Brown told us 
“It’s something we did last year and felt it was worthy of being repeated. This was the second year for 
this activity.

Finally we asked her, “Where did you get the idea to add  the piece of paper with encouraging 
words? And who thought of it?”  Mrs. Brown told us, “I saw this activity on Pinterest  and StuCo 
thought it would be a good fit  for the middle school. I think we will do it again next year and hopefully 
more students will participate.”

Thank You to the Student Council and Mrs. Brown for providing the root beer floats to the middle 
school students and staff.

By Grace Wilson and Sheridan Weber 



Vera Mae Schulz Mental Math Day

In this article we will be telling you about the students who participated in the Vera Mae Schulz 
Mental Math contest and how they did. We talked with Ms.Weers who told us they are doing amazing 
and have improved a lot. Way to go Math team!

The students on the math team are; Nash Cardell, AnneLeese Thao, Ely Burroughs, Aidan Welch, 
Chris Burris, David Krone and Brock Clifton. Brock Clifton, Nash Cardell, Chris Burris, and David 
Krone participated in this event. Nash Cardell got second place in sixth grade and David Krone got  
second place in eighth grade. The group as a whole placed third overall.

Ms.Weers told us that the team has the potential to keep getting better. They have experience and 
know what to expect. She also told us that her and Mr. Clayton were pleased with the results.

Good Luck in your future competitions.

By Grace Wilson and Sheridan Weber



Career Exploration Day

Tuesday, November 21, Central Heights Middle School hosted its annual Career 
Exploration Day. The event featured nine speakers, they spoke to grades 6-9. This 
event is part of the Career Cluster Model and gives the student the opportunity to learn 
about various careers that may be available to them. They got to listen to the speakers 
and ask questions about the various careers.

Thank you to all of our speakers that took the time away from their jobs to come and 
speak to our students. 

This year’s speakers and their careers were: Heathe Ball-Engineer, CIndi 
Dryden-Cosmologist, Kenny Saffron-Glass, Todd Burroughs-Real Estate, Michael 
Clutter-Train Engineer, Calvin Pearson-Farming, Gavin Holler-Jailer, Tyler 
Oestreicher-Exercise Science, and Jen Sharp-Aviation.

Staff Article

 

Newspaper Staff

The newspaper is not published by little fairies and gnomes. It is prepared by six 
dedicated hard working students who; selected the articles, conducted 
interviews, wrote the articles, and prepared the paper layout. They are: Beau 
Hakes, Mieka Crump, Adam Light, Trey Hamblin, Sheridan Weber, and Grace 
Wilson. Advisor-Mr. Lyman



Middle School Candids


