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ReSound LiNX2 smart hearing aids allow you to stay connected to the most important 
people in your life.

• Exceptional sound quality, speech, understanding and spatial awareness.

• Effortless Hearing.

• Smartphone connection allows direct, effortless remote control of aids.

• Modern, discreet, and durable designs and colors. 

• You can stream sound directly from your iPhone or other smart device, and personalize 
your hearing experience in any listening situation.

Experience this easy-to-use technology by 
scheduling an appointment today: 855-966-0404

SMART 
HEARING 
AIDS
Changing How the World Hears
As featured

on:

• 60 Day Trial
• 0% Financing Available
• Hearing Aids for Every Lifestyle and Budget

We can help you hear! Call to make an appointment today!

Russellville Hearing Clinic
200 N. Quanah  •  Russellville, AR

855-966-0404
Charlie Palmer, Au.D.
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L E T T E R  F R O M  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Dear Patrons,

It is a pleasure to be writing you in this latest 
edition of the RSD Connections Magazine. My first 
six months as your superintendent have been filled 
with wonderful experiences in the classroom and 
throughout the community.

As I reflect upon the Board of Education’s goals 
for our district, I am especially drawn to the phrase, 
to “be the school of choice” in our region. I am proud 
of our students, teachers, and staff who work every 
day to be the best they can be to represent this 
district with excellence. You will see throughout this 
publication the many opportunities and awards 
afforded to our students and staff.

Russellville School District will continue to foster 
partnerships with our community that value and 
support education. We are very proud of our new 
partnership with the Pope County Sheriff’s Office. 
With the employment of a new School Resource 
Officer, we will be able to increase the safety of our 
elementary students while allowing an excellent role 
model to be present on our campuses on a regular 
basis making a positive difference in the lives of 
students.

With the vast opportunities available to our 
students and staff, we are confident that all students 
will achieve a level of readiness so that businesses, 
universities, and communities will seek out RSD 
students. The AP Art class at the high school is one 
such example you will find in this publication that 
demonstrates a level of preparedness that will equip 
our students beyond high school that is unique to 
RSD.

I am proud to be a part of this teaching and 
learning community!

Educating, equipping, and empowering all 
students,

Dr. Mark Gotcher
Superintendent
Russellville School District

As I reflect upon the Board 
of Education’s goals for 
our district, I am especially 
drawn to the phrase, to “be 
the school of choice” in 
our region. I am proud of 
our students, teachers, and 
staff who work every day to 
be the best they can be to 
represent this district 
with excellence.”
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Comfort & Style For Less!

2011 E Parkway
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www.MattressMaxInc.com

0% Interest FREE Financing
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B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

New building project:

Multi-purpose facility
This facility will 
give us the luxury 
of practicing 
year-round without 
having to worry 
about weather 
conditions.”

Johnny Johnson

TThis year, Russellville School District will 
be adding a new facility to the Russellville 
High School (RHS) campus. The district 
broke ground on November 7 on a new 
57,938-square foot multi-purpose facility 
that will be utilized by the football, track and 
soccer programs. The exterior of the facility 
will consist of brick and metal wall panels that 
will match the existing buildings on the RHS 
campus, while the interior will consist of an 
indoor practice turf room with an attached 
field house.

The 41,950-square foot turf room will in-
clude a 50-yard field with a 10-yard end zone. 
It will also include a track pole vault practice 
area that will be separated from the field area 
with a movable divider net.

The 15,988-square foot field house will 
consist of a weight room, training room, team 
meeting rooms, a football locker room, offices, 
and ancillary spaces. The weight room will 
contain 24 weight lifting machines and the 
locker room will accommodate 120 players 

with football specific lockers.
For Athletic Director Johnny Johnson, the 

facility will benefit a multitude of sports and 
activities that we have on our campus.

“This facility will give us the luxury of 
practicing year-round without having to worry 
about weather conditions,” Johnson said. “We 
are excited to have a multi-purpose facility for 
our coaches and athletes.”

The projected completion date is November 
2018 with a cost of $5,458,601.
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SAINTMARY’S GENERAL SURGEONS : Valentino Piacentino, III, MD; Frederick Perkins, DO; Mike Bell, MD; and Craig Mizes, MD.

We bring health to life through people caring for people.

Combining compassion with
precision, expertise, and excellence.
This is how we care.

• All-Private Same-Day Surgery
• Comprehensive Surgical Specialties
• Skilled Surgical Nursing Care
• Expedited Registration & Discharge
• Expert Anesthesiology Coverage
• Personal Climate-Control Gowns
• Reserved Parking
• Post-Procedure Follow-up
• Full-Service Hospital Support

• All-Private Same-Day Surgery
SERVICES & AMENITIESSERVICES & AMENITIESSERVICES & AMENITIES

saintmarysregional.com | facebook.com/saintmarysregional

Our Newest General Surgeon
FREDERICK PERKINS, DO

��������������� ��� ��������� ������ �����
more than 20 years experience in general
surgery and emergency medicine. He
����
���� 	��� �������� ����� ����������
������� �	 ���������� ��������� ���
completed his residency at Tulsa Regional
������� ������� �� ����
�� �� ������������
call 479.890.2433.
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RSD Athletic Director 
Johnny Johnson was named 
to the National Interscholastic 
Athletic Administrators 
Association Board of Directors.

Excelling inside and 
outside the classroom

RSD staff receive recognitions

RSD ESL Coordinator 
Danielle Stewart was named 
the 2017 Arkansas English 
as a Second Language (ESL) 
Coordinator of the Year at the 
Arkansas Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Languages 
(ARKTESOL) conference.

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

RIVER VALLEY’S #1 TOTAL VOLUME DEALER

3115 E. MAIN ST • RUSSELLVILLE, AR 72802
(EXIT 84 OFF I-40)

ORRAUTOMALL.COM • 968-4566
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I am amusician, and I am an engineering student. Here, I can sing
into a microphone and learn how one works. Whether it’s musical

performances or engineering labs, I’m adapting to solve the next generation
of challenges. My name is Jordan Davis, and I am life-long learner.

Seek your adventure: explore.atu.edu

���� ����
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Sequoyah art teacher 
Ashley Bryan was named the 
2017 Arkansas Art Educators 
Association Elementary Level 
Art Educator of the Year.

RHS choir teacher Matt 
Foy was named the Region 
4 Choral Director of the 
Year.

RMS teacher Liz Scott was 
named a 2017 Declaration 
of Learning Recipient. She 
was one of 32 recipients in 
Arkansas to receive this new 
award.

RMS teacher Charles 
(C.J.) Chaten was named 
the winner for Russellville 
in the Arvest Bank “We 
Love Arkansas Teachers” 
campaign and received 
$500 from Arvest Bank.

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N

Jess
Eubanks
2420 W. Main
Russellville
479-968-7776

Serving the River Valley
over 40 years

www.jesseubanks.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

ATradition Of Excellence
For Over 40 Years

EvenThoughYouMay
BeNew InTown…

We’reNot!

1903 S. Arkansas Ave. • 968-3991

Supports the Russellville
School District

A Tradition Of Excellence
For Over 45 Years



Your Little
One’s Vision
Is a Big
Deal
Back-to-
School
Specials
Kids’ Eye
Exam $59
E E

NEW LOCATION!

3715 W. Main St.
Russellville, AR 72801

(479)280-1991

Good eyesight plays an important role in a child’s ability 
to learn, yet many school-age children experience vision 
problems. Early diagnosis of these problems is key to 
helping children successfully respond to treatment and 
thrive in school. Find out if undetected vision problems 
are negatively impacting your child’s classroom 
performance with a comprehensive eye exam. 

• Urgent Care
• Contact Lenses
• LASIK
  co-management
• Cataracts
• Macular Degeneration
• Glaucoma
• Pediatrics
• Dry Eye
• Comprehensive Eye Care
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F

Learning a new skill
Family Cooking Class offered 
at Dwight Elementary

Connerly and Chef Ken hope to 
extend these free cooking classes to 
other schools within the district.

“I really enjoyed the class and 
the food was delicious,” said a 
participant of the class. “I attended 
the class because I was hoping they 
would teach some basic chopping 
skills. I do okay in the kitchen, but 
really don’t enjoy dicing vegetables 
- especially onions. The class taught 
me a faster, more efficient way to 
chop onions and green peppers 
which was exactly what I hoped 
they would teach. I have already 
told a number of friends and family 
about my newly learned skill!”

Families at Dwight Elementary 
had the opportunity to learn cook-
ing skills at the first Family Cooking 
Class. The idea for the class came 
after a staff member mentioned to 
Principal Laura Binz that it might 
be a fun idea to do a meal prep 
class. Binz met with Aramark Di-
rector Daniel Connerly to see if this 
would be something he could help 
with and the two came up with the 
idea to teach cooking skills to par-
ents, students, and staff at Dwight.

The first class was held in No-
vember and focused on chopping 
skills taught by Aramark Chef Ken 
Dempsey. The first skill the partici-
pants learned was how to correctly 
chop vegetables such as onions and 
peppers. 

Chef Ken then demonstrated how 

to make the meal for the evening, 
which was baked chicken with red 
beans and rice. The participants 
were able to try the meal and then 
were given the ingredients for a 
family of four to take home with 
them to test out their new cooking 
skills.

“The goals of the cooking class 
were to teach cooking skills to our 
families, show them that it is actu-
ally cheaper to cook than go out to 
eat, and to have fun as a family or 
group,” said Binz. “The first meal 
we cooked fed a family of four and 
cost less than $5!”

Two additional classes will be 
held in February and April/May. 
Chef Ken is looking into teaching 
quick breads and pan sauces as 
the skills for the next two classes. 

B E  T H E  S C H O O L  O F  C H O I C E  I N  O U R  R E G I O N
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The goals of 
the cooking 
class were to 
teach cooking 
skills to our 
families, show 
them that it 
is actually 
cheaper to 
cook than go 
out to eat, and 
to have fun 
as a family or 
group.”

Laura Binz

Saturday Programs
• Block Party • Krafty Kids

• Mad Science Club
• S.T.E.M. • Story Time

Russellville Hours:
Mon-Wed 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Thurs. Noon - 6 p.m.

• Fri 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Pope
County
Library

479-498-2400
fsbmybank.com

Member FDIC

Bank L CAL

Personal banking that keeps up with you!

ATM Access Online Banking Mobile Deposit Debit Cards
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P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

When people think of a student 
volunteer program at a hospital they 
usually think of a “candy striper,” 
and that is how the original Student 
Volunteer Program at Saint Mary’s 
Regional Medical Center began back 
in the 1960s. Fast forward to today, 
and the program has evolved to focus 
on high school juniors and seniors 
and college students pursuing a ca-
reer in a medical field.

This summer, Russellville High 
School senior Blandy Pedrez partici-
pated in the program. The student 
volunteers averaged approximately 
10 hours each week in various areas 
of the hospital. Student volunteers 

are expected to do tasks such as 
escorting discharged patients to their 
cars, transporting specimens to the 
lab, delivering flowers and cards 
to patients, escorting patients and 
guests to areas in the hospital and 
participating in Saint Mary’s spon-
sored community events.

As part of the program this year, 
each student had the opportunity 
to shadow and observe a medical 
professional in an area they were in-
terested in. Pedrez originally wanted 
to be a pediatrician and decided to 
job shadow in Labor and Delivery so 
that she could be around the babies 
being delivered.

Future 
medical career

W

Hometown Banking...
It’s simply better!

Convenient & Close to Home
110 E Parkway, Russellville

479-968-8566
3201 West Main, Russellville

479-967-2958
Dardanelle • Danville • Dover • Atkins • Conway

www.rivertownbank.com
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P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

“I job shadowed an OB-
GYN,” Pedrez said. “I got to 
see three C-sections and a 
regular birth. It was amazing, 
and one of the things I got to 
do was to draw blood from the 
umbilical cord.

“When I stepped in that 
operating room, I realized 
that I wanted to do surgeries 
as well. I have always loved 
kids and ever since I was in 

kindergarten I have wanted to 
be a doctor, so I decided that 
becoming an OBGYN would 
allow me to do all the things 
that I want to do. Even though 
I have not practiced it, just 
seeing it I knew that it was 
something that I would love.”

This summer, the eight stu-
dent volunteers contributed 
nearly 1,000 hours of service 
making a difference in the 

lives of patients and guests at 
Saint Mary’s.

“I learned that having a 
great attitude was impor-
tant when you were helping 
someone in the hospital,” said 
Pedrez. “You don’t know what 
people are going through, and 
you always want to be posi-
tive, nice, and comforting to 
them. They might be there for 
a minor or major procedure, 
but every time I said “Hi, 
welcome to Saint Mary’s,” 
they were so gracious after. It 
just warmed my heart being 
able to provide that comfort 
for the people coming into the 
hospital.”

Pedrez who is in her third 
year of the Project Lead the 
Way Biomedical Science 
courses at RHS would encour-
age anyone who is interested 
in the medical field to partici-
pate in this volunteer pro-
gram.

“This is a great program 
not just because you get to 
be in the hospital setting, 
but because you get to learn 
about how the doctors, nurses, 
switchboard operators, and 
other areas of the hospital 
work,” Pedrez said. “The over-
all experience was amazing for 
me and I got to learn a lot.”

I learned that 
having a great 
attitude was 
important when 
you were helping 
someone in the 
hospital.”

Blandy Pedrez

150504RUTC

She lives, serves, and invests
in the Russellville community.
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P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

R
ussellville School District has been 
fortunate to have School Resource 
Officers (SRO) in our schools for many 
years. This fall, the district added a 
third SRO at our schools outside the city 

limits. There is not a typical day for an SRO, 
and the job requires that these men wear many 
hats. As a police officer, informal counselor, 
mentor, and teacher, our SROs are helping to 
build positive relationships with our students, 
staff members, and school communities.

The SRO program is a partnership between 
RSD and the Russellville Police Department 
and the Pope County Sheriff’s Office. SROs are 
full-time officers who are assigned to schools 
within the district. The goals of the program 
are to establish rapport with students, staff, 
and the community, to be positive role models 
for students and adults, and to provide safety 
for everyone involved in the district.

Cpl. Terry Cobb is the SRO for Russellville 
High School, and Cpl. Kevin Hobby is the 
SRO for Russellville Junior High School. Both 
have been working as an SRO for 14 years in 
our district, and for 20 and 21 years in law 
enforcement. The two spend their days in 

the halls between classes, at lunch with the 
students, and in the evenings at sporting 
events and school activities. Needless to say, 
they spend a lot of time getting to know the 
students in our schools. For Hobby, being a 
part of the growth of the students is a favorite 
part of his job.

“The students grow so much as individuals 
from the time they get in 8th grade to when 
they leave at the end of 9th grade,” Hobby 
said. “It is such a dramatic change, but it is 
neat to watch how much they mature.”

The SROs are not in our schools for 
discipline, but they are there to help keep 
our students safe while working as a team 
with our teachers, administrators, and with 
the district director of security. While the job 
is challenging at times, being a part of the 
educational process is one of the reasons why 
Cobb wanted to do this job.

“I want to be able to help students see the 
importance of an education and to help them 
become responsible, respectful citizens,” Cobb 
said. “I also want to bring awareness of the 
importance of safety and responsible decision 
making.”

 
BUILDING

IN OUR SCHOOLS
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Sheriff’s Deputy Jonathan Leavell began working as 
an SRO at Center Valley and London this fall, and has 
been working with the Pope County Sheriff’s Office 
since 2010. He spends half of his day at each school 
each day. Like the SROs at RHS and RJHS, Leavell 
spends his time in the halls, at lunch and recess, and 
during drop off and pick up. He also teaches drug and 
alcohol awareness, and bicycle and playground safety. 
Spending one-on-one time with students is his favorite 
part of the day though.

“I want to build relationships with each of the kids 
and to be a true friend to them,” Leavell said. “My 
desire is for all students to feel like they can pick up the 
phone and call Deputy Leavell when they are faced with 
important decisions and peer pressure as they get older. 

I want to be able to help 
students see the importance of 
an education and to help them 
become responsible, respectful 
citizens. I also want to bring 
awareness of the importance of 
safety and responsible decision 
making.”

— Corporal Terry Cobb
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I was very fortunate as a child to have 
both my parents actively involved in 
my life. I understand and realize that 
some kids may not have the support 
I did, and that is where I hope to be 
able to step in and make an impact. 
My dad, Randy Leavell, once told me 
that a hug and the simple words “I 
Love You” is what kids need the most 
and I agree 100 percent.”

The SROs at RSD are truly part of 
the fabric that make up our district. 
They go above and beyond to make 
sure that our students have a great ex-
perience while attending our district. 
It is the small things that can make a 
student’s day, though.

“Deputy Leavell spent Grandpar-
ent’s Day in my classroom to be with 
a student that has grandparents 

who live out of town,” said Maegan 
Pollack, 2nd grade teacher at Center 
Valley. “It was a great experience for 
the student as well as my entire class. 
He was engaged with all the students 
while in my classroom, and the stu-
dent who had Deputy Leavell as his 
guest talked about how special it was 
all day long.”

Jeff Holt, the director of safety at 
RSD, also has the opportunity to work 
with these three men and is able to see 
how they are making a positive impact 
on our district every day.

“I have watched each of them 
provide counseling to students in 
need. They have also helped some of 
our students through some difficult 
times,” Holt said. “I have listened to 
students tell me how thankful they are 

to have someone like Officer Hobby 
and Officer Cobb to talk to. I have 
seen a transformation of students’ 
opinion of police officers because of 
the mentoring Officer Leavell is doing 
at London and Center Valley. Young 
students that use to hide from police-
men are now eager to visit and speak 
with these men.

“They also take tremendous pride in 
keeping our schools safe and secure. 
Each officer has spent countless hours 
going to conferences, training, and 
networking with other SROs in order 
to stay informed of possible issues in 
schools today. We are very fortunate 
to have three SRO officers in our 
district, but more than that, we have 
three men with high character and a 
love for Russellville School District.”

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y



   Russellville School District     www.russellvilleschools.net     19 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

The SROs at RSD 
are truly part of 
the fabric that 
make up our 
district. They 
go above and 
beyond to make 
sure that our 
students have a 
great experience 
while attending 
our district. 

From left to right “Amanda Crow, Scott Babb, Jennifer Spradlin,
Scott Hill, and Kathryn Kastner”

479-967-8000
www.simmonsbank.com

Best of  the Best

Reader’s Choice Awards20152017

479-880-1222
1309 East Main • Russellville

www.hindmanandson.com
Monday-Friday 8-5 • Saturday 8-12

Passenger • Light Truck • Truck Tires

Truck Tires • New & Used Tires • Retreads • Alignment (3 axle) • General Repair
Computer Alignment & Balancing • Brakes • Shocks/Struts • Air Conditioning • Batteries

National Accounts • EFS Transcheck
T-Chek Systems • Come-Data Checks

For all your tire needs
We carry most major brands

No2
Nitrogen

Filled Tires

24 Hour
Road Service
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The Russellville Junior Auxiliary 
(JA) CROWN Club is a community 
club made up of 46 high school stu-
dents who are committed to serving 
their community. The CROWN Club 
does this by serving their community 
and school, and by assisting JA with 
their ongoing projects.

Members of the CROWN Club are 
nominated by current active mem-

bers, and life and associate members 
of JA for the next school year. To join 
the CROWN Club, the girls must have 
a 3.0 GPA and have two letters of rec-
ommendation from teachers or com-
munity members who have observed 
them serving in the community.

The CROWN Club has been serving 
the Russellville High School for the 
past six years. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y

Care and Responsibility 
for Others Who Need:

CROWN 
ClubT
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Each year, the group meets with admin-
istration from RHS to determine what the 
current needs of the school are and how 
the girls can realistically meet those needs. 
After the meeting, the group votes on the 
project they want to implement and then 
get to work on the project.

The CROWN Club currently has three 
ongoing projects taking place at RHS: Cin-
derella’s Closet, Cyclone Cyclers, and The 
Little Food Pantry.

To join the CROWN Club, 
the girls must have a 3.0 
GPA and have two letters of 
recommendation from teachers 
or community members who 
have observed them serving in 
the community.

MORE OPTIONS
������� �������������� ��� �������� ������

��
����	
�����
�

WWW.UACCM.EDU | 501-977-2000

� ��
������ �����
� ��� ��������� ��� ����
��
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Cinderella’s Closet has been a program 
at RHS for many years, and about three 
years ago the CROWN Club began help-
ing with this project. Cinderella’s Closet 
houses prom dresses, shoes, and acces-
sories that RHS students can borrow for 
events such as prom. The CROWN Club 
members organize the dresses, hold shoe 
drives, and provide financial assistance 
for things like hair appointments and gift 
cards for meals before prom. The goal is 
for everyone to participate and to have a 
great experience at prom.

Last year, the CROWN Club took on 
two other projects at RHS. The group 
provided funding for materials for The 
Little Food Pantry, and helped to paint 
and assemble some of the pantry. The 
group also organizes the list of clubs 
at RHS who will stock the pantry each 
month.

The final project, the Cyclone Cyclers, 
is a bike sharing program at RHS in 
partnership with RHS science teacher, 
Chuck Campbell. Students can use a 
donated bike from the school to use for 

transportation to and from school or 
if a student’s personal bike is in need 
of repair they can borrow one of the 
bikes until their bike is fixed. The group 
also helps to pay for the repairs and 
has partnered with a local bike shop to 
make the repairs.

On top of all of these big projects, the 
CROWN Club also serves at JA projects 
including Project Athena, Mistletoe 
Market, Kids in Motion, Stand Beside 
Her with the Girls Scouts, and assists 
JA with its spring projects.

The CROWN 
Club also 
serves at 
JA projects 
including 
Project Athena, 
Mistletoe 
Market, Kids 
in Motion, 
Stand Beside 
Her with the 
Girls Scouts, 
and assists JA 
with its spring 
projects.
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Being a student is both a rewarding and challenging
experience. Help your children
succeed this year by having a
comprehensive eye exam. So much
of learning is visually based, that
students with undiagnosed vision
problems often have issues with
academic performance. Since
1979, Dr. Lieblong and his staff
has developed a reputation of
professional eye care by getting to
know people just like you who want
the best attention when it comes to their eye health.

Over 80 individual degree options available

Internships with top regional employers

Financial aid packages including grants,
scholarships and loans

Outstanding student support

admissions.uafs.edu
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Illustrating a book isn’t something 
that most students get the opportuni-
ty to do, but that is exactly what some 
Gifted and Talented (GT) students 
got to do last year. This opportunity 
became available when Dr. Stanley 
Lombardo, author and professor at 
Arkansas Tech University, began 
discussing an idea with GT teacher 
Lindsey Drain.

“Dr. Lombardo discussed the idea 
of the students helping to illustrate a 
children’s book that he was writing as 
a way to involve the GT students and 
to generate some funds for the GT 
program,” Drain said.

That fall, the 3rd and 4th grade 
GT classes began working on “Lucas 
and Nellie: The Tale of the Lake 
Dardanelle Serpent.” Lombardo first 
met with GT teachers Sherry Sawyer 
and Drain to discuss what scenes 
might be good for the students to 
work on. He then read the script 
to the classes and asked them to 
imagine what was taking place in the 
story.

The GT students then got to work 
creating the visual world of Nellie 
and Lucas. The students were able 
to use any medium except paint and 
were only asked to make it colorful. 

Bringing 
a story to life 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T H A T  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  C O M M U N I T Y
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Kirkland Family
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Bartlett,
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APRN
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Manatt,
APRN

Allan
Kirkland,
MD

Clinic Hours
M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

479-229-8000
1652 W. Hwy 22
Dardanelle, AR

We have three great locations to serve you!
6284 Hwy 64 E

Pottsville • 968-2555
300 S. Arkansas

Russellvlle • 967-6209
7118 Hwy 64 E

Pottsville • 880-0146

Complete 
Tire Service 

You Can 
Depend On

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO THEM ALL!

• New, used or 
retreaded tires

• 24 hour roadside 
service

• Pick up & drop off 
service available

• Filters, oil, belts, 
brakes - we do it all!
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“We only have the GT students 
once a week so it took a while to 
complete, but we were able to 
get a submission for each child,” 
Drain said.

In the spring, Lombardo came 
back to look over the submis-
sions. “We had over 100 sub-
missions all laid out for him on 
tables to view,” Sawyer said.

Lombardo then chose the il-
lustrations that stood out to him 
to include in his book.

This fall, the GT students got 
to see the culmination of their 
hard work when each student 
received a donated copy of the 
book. The finished product in-
cludes illustrations from the GT 
students mixed in with drawings 
from a professional illustrator, 
with a few honorable mentions 
in the back of the book. 

“Not only was this project fun 
for the students to do, but it 
allowed the students to see how 
long it takes to publish a book and 
the different parts that go in to 
publishing a book,” Drain said.

“Lucas and Nellie: The Tale of 
the Lake Dardanelle Serpent” is 
about a young boy who befriends 
a lonely lake serpent and the 
adventures they share on Lake 
Dardanelle. 

Future books in the series 
include “Lucas and Nellie: To Say 
Nothing of the Moose,” “Lucas, 
Nellie, and the Pelicans,” and 
“Lucas, Nellie, and Nessie.”

A portion of the proceeds of the 
book will be donated to the 3rd 
and 4th grade GT program.

Not only was this project fun for the students to do, but it allowed the 
students to see how long it takes to publish a book and the different 
parts that go in to publishing a book.”

Lindsey Drain
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OOne of the newest Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes at Russellville High School is AP Art. The 
class, which began last year with a handful of 
students, is taught by Max Hines, who has been 
teaching at RHS for the past 38 years. Last year, 
each student who finished the class received a 
qualifying score on their AP Art portfolio. This 
year, the class has doubled in size.

AP Art is not just the skill level that the student 
is at, it’s the rigor, expectations and pace that set 
this class apart from another advanced level art 
class. Students in the AP Art class have to com-
plete a portfolio that is submitted at the end of the 
year that is judged in three areas: breadth, concen-
tration and the student’s very best work.

The breadth section, which includes 12 art 
pieces, allows the student to demonstrate a variety 
of approaches to making art, use of materials, and 
subject matter.

A L L  S T U D E N T S  R E A C H  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  P O T E N T I A L

Rigor, Expectations, 
and Pace:

AP Art
AP Art is big on risk taking and 
experimentation to show growth. Plenty of 
people might be really good with pencil but 
can’t do pen and ink, or can’t use color, or 
can’t use a paintbrush, and they are going 
to have to try all that stuff.”

Max Hines
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“In the next nine weeks, it is re-
quired that one of their projects is 
done with one technique or media and 
another with a different technique or 
media,” said Hines. “AP Art is big on 
risk taking and experimentation to 
show growth. Plenty of people might 
be really good with pencil but can’t do 
pen and ink, or can’t use color, or can’t 
use a paintbrush, and they are going 
to have to try all that stuff. They are 
going to find that they have strengths, 
and they are going to be tempted to 
stay in their comfort zone, but AP will 
not really allow that.”

The concentration section, which 
includes 12 art pieces, revolves around 
a visual idea. That visual idea connects 
the pieces together so that anyone 
seeing the pieces together would easily 
see the connection. This year for the 
first time, students will be submitting 
2D design work for their portfolio. 
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The final section includes five pieces of the stu-
dent’s very best work. Each section is then scored by 
a different group of judges with the average of each 
section being the student’s final score.

One of the key differences in this class compared to 
other advanced art classes is the pace. In AP Art, the 
expectation is when you arrive in August you’ll begin 
producing a “college level” piece of artwork about 
every six or seven class days until the beginning of 
May when you submit your portfolio.

“You are required to experiment, take risks, and 
get out of your comfort zone, and if you spent six 
to seven days working on something and it doesn’t 
work you are now behind the pace,” Hines said. 
“This means that students need to be prepared to 
work outside the classroom at least as much as they 
work in the classroom if they are going to finish the 
required number of pieces.

For senior Ashley Marin, who took the AP Art class 
last year, while the class was stressful it helped her 
improve her skills.

“I had to turn in a piece every week so I had to be on 
top of my game all the time,” Marin said. “I would take 
it home and just spend time drawing on my bed like 
for four to five hours. It really motivated me to meet 
the deadlines so that I could finish my portfolio.”

A typical day in AP Art consists of students work-
ing on their project in different mediums with Mr. 
Hines coaching the students on their work.

The concentration section, which 
includes 12 art pieces, revolves 
around a visual idea. That visual 
idea connects the pieces together 
so that anyone seeing the pieces 
together would easily see the 
connection. 
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“You still have to coach people,” 
Hines said. “You have someone 
produce an artwork that is good, 
but there are some weak points that 
you know the readers will pick up 
on and notice. If you can have them 
go back and make improvements 
then it might take that piece from 
being one of the weaker pieces in 
their portfolio to possibly one of the 
strongest.

“There have been times when 
things are done to a piece that 
makes it not a portfolio piece, so we 
get to experiment and take some 
real risks with it, and if we destroy 
it we haven’t lost much. The idea is 
hopefully it becomes a real bonus 
that we didn’t count on and we have 
something cool in the end. Their 

Monfee Medical Clinic, P.A.
Providing Exceptional Healthcare

Andrew M. Monfee, M.D.

Melissa Darnell,
DNP, PhD, FNP

Elizabeth Rehm,
MS, RD/LD, CDE

Jeff Bosold, MSN, FNP

Terri McKown, DNP, FNP

Jessica McNeese, MSN, FNP

Specializing in:
• Family Practice • Women’s Health
• Nutrition/Wellness • Healthcare for all Ages
• Medical Review Officer on Staff
Mon-Wed, Fri 8am-5pm / Thurs & Sat 8am-Noon

3812 West Main, Russellville, AR • 479-968-1245
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vision is not completely matured yet and it takes 
somebody else to point out that this is good, but not 
as good as it could be, and I think that is largely the 
role of the AP Art teacher to be a kind of advisor.”

That honest opinion is what senior Sydnee Gamez 
appreciates the most about Hines.

“Mr. Hines is critical, but in a good way,” Gamez 
said. “He gives you his honest opinion which I think 
is very important. If you have someone who is not 
going to give you their honest opinion, then what is 
the point? Without good feedback, you can’t grow as 
an artist.”

Hines is grateful for the group of students that 
were willing to jump in and try this new course last 
year.

“I’m grateful that the year that we tried this I had 
the group of students that we did, because it helped 
to make the class a success,” Hines said. “We got off 
to a really good start and that is the reason why we 
had good growth this year. They usually estimate 
around 20 percent growth to a new program and 
we had growth beyond what they thought we would 
have. I really enjoy working with students who are 
trying to reach that level and are committed to im-
proving in their work. This class is hard work and the 
students may not be having fun until it is over and 
they see their results, but when they see their accom-
plishments and how they have actually progressed, 
it’s really satisfying for me and the students.”

This class is hard work and the students 
may not be having fun until it is over 
and they see their results, but when they 
see their accomplishments and how 
they have actually progressed, it’s really 
satisfying for me and the students.”

Max Hines
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V E T E R A N S  D AY

Family Owned & Operated
Serving the River Valley Since 1984

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

Doug Aitken
479-970-1492

We provide complete electrical service
• New Construction 

• Remodeling 
• Repair

60 Shiloh Road 
Russellville

Dewaine Hottinger
479-264-0647

479-968-6842

BUYING? SELLING?
RENTING?

Let The Pros Help You With Your
Real Estate Needs.

411 N Elmira Ave Suite 4,
Russellville, AR 72802
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R H S
FA L L  T H E AT R E 
P R O D U C T I O N

“ T h e  I m p o r t a n c e 
o f  B e i n g  E a r n e s t ”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
AT THE CENTER FOR THE ARTS

JANUARY
Cyclone Theatre Dessert 
Theatre @ 7 p.m.
Russ Vegas Coaches 
Karaoke @ 7 p.m.

FEBRUARY
Todd Oliver and Friends 
Student Show  @ 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.

MARCH
RJHS Theatre Spring 
Show @ 7 p.m.
Arkansas Tech University 
Music for All Festival

APRIL
RHS Theatre Presents: 
Guys and Dolls @ 7 p.m.
RHS Theatre Presents: 
Guys and Dolls @ 2 p.m.

MAY
RMS Band Appreciation 
Concert @ 7 p.m.

22-23

27

15 

 

15-17 

27-29

26-28

29

3

—  

—

— 

— 

—

—

—

—

Oakland Heights STEPS 
Dance Recital @ 4 p.m.
RHS Band Appreciation 
Concert @ 7 p.m.
RJHS and RHS Choirs 
Concert @ 6:30 p.m.
RJHS Band Appreciation 
Concert @ 6:30 p.m.
RJHS Talent Show @ 9 a.m.
RMS Talent Show @ 9 a.m.
RJHS Broadway Review @ 
7 p.m.
UE5G Spring Musical 
@ 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
RMS Choir Concert at 7 p.m.

JUNE
ACME presents ’60s and 
’70s Music Celebration 
@ 7 p.m.
River Valley Arts Center 
Summer Musical
River Valley Arts Center 
Summer Musical

6

7 

8
 

10 

10

11

15

21

22

16

22-24

—  

—

— 

— 

— 

—
—

—

—

—

—

—29-7/1

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

215 South Portland
Russellville
479.968.5256 

russellvillenr.com

Serving the      
River Valley

Years

over
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OFFICE HOURS 
8 am – 5 pm | Monday — Friday

9 am – 12 pm | Saturday (at the main clinic)

OUR PEDIATRIC SPECIALISTS
Jonathan Brixey, MD   •   Barry McCraw, MD   •   Kristen Nelson, MD   •   Rick Harrison, MD

 Christina Bartlett, MD   •   Chad Masters, MD   •   Madison Orsburn, MD   •   Lynette Smith, MD
 
  

Helping our kids
GROW STRONGER
for a stronger community.

At Millard-Henry Clinic, we take a team approach to caring for kids from birth to 18 years of age. 
By working together, we believe we are not only helping kids grow stronger, but are 

helping to grow a stronger community for generations to come.

To schedule an appointment with one of our pediatricians for your child, call 
Millard-Henry Clinic/Atkins at 479.641.2255 or Russellville at 479.968.2345.


