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April 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Greetings Parents and/or Guardians, 
 
Here is a brief note communicating a recent USD 415 board decision regarding our mask policy. At Monday 
evening’s board of education meeting, it was decided that the current requirement to wear a mask would 
end at the conclusion of the school day on Friday, April 16th. The board did note that masks are highly 
recommended.  
 
Please know that we will continue to provide a quality education, offering meaningful learning activities while 
also encouraging and reinforcing healthy hygiene habits, frequent cleaning and sanitization, and social 
distancing as much as possible.  
 
Families can choose to send their children with masks, however, our staff will not be responsible for 
monitoring family masking preferences. We will continue to utilize the current cafeteria table dividers and will 
space students accordingly using the same practices that have been in place thus far. Contact tracing efforts 
for those exposed to the Covid virus will continue to the best of our ability. However, individuals whether 
masked or unmasked will still be subject to the quarantine policy from the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment.  
 
Our school policy still dictates that students who have experienced a fever of greater than 100 degrees 
remain home for 72 hours without a fever and the use of fever-reducing medications. Students experiencing 
Covid-like symptoms will be asked to provide a medical professional’s note to resume school, a negative 
test result, or self-quarantine for 10 days from the onset of their symptoms.   
 
Again, we are committed to the health and safety of your child and will continue to monitor for any needed 
adjustments. It is our hope and goal that we can conclude our school year with a strong finish, achieving our 
priority targeted outcome--student learning.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kyley Gatz, Principal 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of Hiawatha Middle School is to provide all students with life-long learning skills and opportunities for 
academic, personal, and social growth in a safe and orderly environment. The educational program is designed to 

enable students to become productive citizens in an ever-changing society. 
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