Scheduling Guide
2020-21

North DeSoto High School
2571 Hwy 171
PO Box 430
Stonewall, LA 71078
318-925-6917
NDHS: website link

North DeSoto High School
Phone (318) 925-6917 ~ Fax (318) 925-1940
P.O. Box 430 ~ 2571 Hwy. 171
Stonewall, LA 71078

March 15, 2021

Dear Parents of NDHS Students:
As the principal of North DeSoto High School, it is with great pride and excitement I welcome
you to a new school year. A year of your child being one year older and one year closer to
graduation. It is our desire to help prepare your child for life after high school. One of the most
important steps in making that happen is preparation with a course of study that fits your child’s
individual needs.
We are blessed at NDHS to have a wonderful staff of teachers that work hard to provide a variety
of course options and pathways for each child to choose. We offer advanced placement
coursework in all content areas and encourage students to take a path that challenges and prepares
them for the rigorous coursework of college. NDHS is a Project Lead the Way School and we are
proud of the opportunities this affords our students in awareness and preparation for engineering
and biomedical fields of study. Through our articulation agreements with universities we are also
able to offer many dual enrollment opportunities for students to help them get a head start on
college coursework. We also offer advanced, statewide and basic Jumpstart Pathways that
prepare students for postsecondary education at a two-year college or vocational school. Our hope
is that each child will leave us and go on to further their education.
As you and your child discuss their path through high school, scheduling is very important. I
encourage you to use this Scheduling Guide as a resource for this process. Utilize the information
on diploma pathways, courses offered, TOPS, course descriptions, etc. as a jumping off point to
planning for your child’s future. Our counselors will follow up with students on course choices
and make recommendations and give suggestions. You may also want to visit the state website
and look through the High School Planning Guide.
If you have any questions about the registration/scheduling process, please reach out to our
counseling staff and they will be happy to help. We are excited to have you and are looking
forward to a GREAT 2021-22 school year.
Sincerely,
Tamela Phillips
Tamela Phillips
NDHS Principal
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DIPLOMA OPTIONS
LOUISIANA’S TWO HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA PATHWAYS
Louisiana TOPS (4) University Pathway
● This pathway is for students who plan on attending a four-year college or university
● It requires students to complete coursework that will qualify them for TOPS Scholarships
Louisiana TOPS (2) Jump Start Pathway
● This pathway is for students who are interested in preparing for a 2-year college and/or career
● It requires students to complete coursework that:
○ prepares them to continue their education at a technical or community college; and
○ requires them to earn industry based credentials that will help them attain entry-level employment
All students entering DeSoto Parish Schools as first-time freshmen will follow the Louisiana TOPS University
Curriculum. At the end of either their freshman or their sophomore year, the students may wish to opt out of the
Louisiana TOPS University Curriculum by having a parent or guardian sign and file with the school a written
statement asserting their consent to the student graduating without completing the Louisiana TOPS University
Curriculum and acknowledging that one consequence of not completing it may be ineligibility to enroll into a
Louisiana four-year public college or university.

Louisiana TOPS (4) University Curriculum (For Graduating Class of 2018 And Subsequent Classes)
The successful completion of the Louisiana TOPS University Diploma Curriculum requires a minimum of 24
units in specific courses as detailed in this course description guide. Students who successfully complete this
curriculum will have completed the minimum required curriculum as a component of TOPS eligibility as well
as Louisiana public university freshman entrance requirements. Eligibility for TOPS as well as entrance to
Louisiana public universities also relies on earning a minimum required GPA as well as minimum required
ACT composite scores and subscores.

Louisiana TOPS (2) Jump Start Curriculum (For beginning class of 2014-15 and beyond)
Jump Start is the state’s initiative for school districts, colleges, and businesses to collaborate in providing career
courses and workplace experiences to high school students, allowing students to continue their education after
high school, and certifying them for career fields most likely to lead to high-wage jobs. A parent or guardian
must sign and file a written statement with the school asserting their consent to their student graduating with LA
JumpStart Curriculum rather than completing the LA TOPS University Curriculum.
While in high school, participating students will be provided more time during the school day to achieve
industry certificates or college credentials in addition to their high school diploma. These credentials will
qualify graduates to continue their studies after high school at a 2-year College, Community or Technical
College OR to launch a career upon graduating. Students completing the Jump Start Career Curriculum must
complete a Jump Start Pathway of 9 pathway credits, with a total of 23 high school credits and earn an industry
based certification for the chosen pathway.
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MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
DeSoto Parish Schools plan is for every students’ high school experience to be one that
prepares them for their next steps in a successful life beyond high school. Our vision is
for students to take part in planning their high school experience, so that their
experiences lead to a meaningful diploma. By encouraging students to address core
courses during their Freshmen – Junior years, the Senior year is open to a multitude of
opportunities. These include, but are not limited to Career/Work Experiences
(Internships), Advanced Placement (coursework toward college credit), Dual Enrollment
(with a University or Vocational College), etc.
I almost graduated with an
Associate’s Degree when I
complete my senior year. I wish
I had planned earlier and I could
have been done with 2 years of
college by the time I graduated
High School. JumpStart Student
(DE and Certifications)

I only attended one class on
my high school campus my
senior year and the rest were
at the Vo-Tech. I will be work
ready within 6 months of high
school graduation. JumpStart
Student (DE and
Certifications)

I started college with 30
hours of college credit
toward my major. That is
like a whole year of
college done. TOPS
University Student (AP
and DE)

I entered Engineering
courses ahead of other
students due to my
PLTW courses. TOPS
University Student

AP was so hard in high school,
but now I am grateful. It
helped prepare me for college
rigor and I am not struggling
like some of my peers who
never had AP. TOPS
University Students (AP and
DE)

I earned several IBCs in high
school that are helping me to
have a decent paying job
while in college. Most of my
college peers are making
minimum wage while I am
earning $10/hour due to my
computer expertise that I
earned in high school. TOPS
University Student
(Certifications)
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Courses
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Testing Descriptions
ACT
The ACT® test is the leading US admissions test, measuring what students learn in high school to determine
academic readiness for college. This test is offered at North DeSoto High School as required by the State of
Louisiana. For specific school site testing for the State testing, please see the DeSoto Parish School System
calendar. North DeSoto High School serves as a national test center for several national test dates. For national
testing, see http://www.act.org/.
Advanced Placement (AP)
AP ® tests are college-level exams on specific subjects and are administered in May upon the completion of an
AP course taken at a student's high school. At many colleges and universities, a high enough score will earn the
student college credit.
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
The ASVAB is a timed multi-aptitude test, which is given at over 14,000 schools and Military Entrance
Processing Stations (MEPS) nationwide and is developed and maintained by the Department of Defense.
College Level Examination Program (CLEP)
The College Board’s College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) has been the most widely trusted credit-byexamination program for over 50 years, accepted by 2,900 colleges and universities and administered in more
than 1,800 test centers. This rigorous program allows students from a wide range of ages and backgrounds to
demonstrate their mastery of introductory college-level material and earn college credit. Students can earn
credit for what they already know by getting qualifying scores on any of the 33 examinations.
While CLEP is sponsored by the College Board, only colleges may grant credit toward a degree. Not all
colleges have the same CLEP policies—some colleges accept credit for a few exams, while others accept credit
for all of them. A college often grants the same amount of credit to a student who earns satisfactory scores on a
CLEP exam as it does for a student who successfully completes the related course.
LEAP 2025
The new, five-level LEAP 2025 assessments replace the former four-level EOC tests and measure students’
college and career readiness for respective courses. Students who entered traditional grade 9 in 2010–2011
through 2016-2017 are required to score level 2 (approaching basic/fair) or above on English II or English III,
algebra I or geometry, and biology or U.S. history to be eligible for a standard high school diploma. Students
who enter traditional grade 9 during or after 2017-2018 are required to score level 2 (approaching basic) or
above on English I or English II, algebra I or geometry, and biology or U.S. history to be eligible for a standard
high school diploma.
LEAP CONNECT
LEAP Connect is based on the Louisiana Connectors for ELA and math that capture the core content of
academic standards.
WorkKeys
WorkKeys is a system of assessments that measure essential workplace skills that can affect job performance
and increase opportunities for career changes and advancement. Achievement on the WorkKeys assessments
can lead to a National Career Readiness Certificate.
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TOPS UNIVERSITY DIPLOMA INFORMATION
TOPS University Curriculum
For the Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards
For High School graduates of 2018 and thereafter
Units
ENGLISH = 4 Units
1 Unit
1 Unit
1 Unit from the
following:
1 Unit from the
following:
MATH = 4 Units
1 Unit
1 Unit
1 Unit

1 Unit from the
following:

SCIENCE = 4 Units
1 Unit
1 Unit
2 Units from the
following:

Courses
English I
English II
English III, AP English Language Arts and Composition, or IB English III
(Language A or Literature and Performance)
English IV, AP English Literature and Composition, or IB English IV (Language
A or Literature and Performance)
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II
(Integrated Mathematics I, Integrated Mathematics II, and Integrated Mathematics
III may be substituted for the Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II sequence)
Algebra III; Advanced Math – Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math – PreCalculus, Pre-Calculus, or IB Math Methods I (Mathematical Studies SL);
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, or IB Math Methods II (Mathematics SL); AP
Calculus BC; Probability and Statistics or AP Statistics; IB Further Mathematics
HL; IB Mathematics HL; AP Computer Science A
Biology I
Chemistry I
Western Civilization, European History, or AP European History; World
Geography, AP Human Geography, or IB Geography; World History, AP World
History, or IB World History; History of Religion; IB Economics, Economics, AP
Macroeconomics, or AP Microeconomics

FOREIGN
LANGUAGE = 2 Units
Foreign Language, both units in the same language, which may include the
following: AP Chinese Language and Culture, AP French Language and Culture,
AP German Language and Culture, AP Italian Language and Culture, AP Japanese
Language and Culture, AP Latin, AP Spanish Language and Culture, IB French
IV, IB French V, IB Spanish IV, and IB Spanish V
ART = 1 Unit
1 Unit from the
following:

Performance course in Music, Dance or Theater; Fine Arts Survey; Art I, II, III,
and IV; Talented Art I, II, III, and IV; Talented Music I, II, III, and IV; Talented
Theater Arts I, II, III, and IV; Speech III and Speech IV (one unit combined); AP
Art History; AP Studio Art: 2-D Design; AP Studio Art: 3-D Design; AP Studio
Art: Drawing; AP Music Theory; IB Film Study I; IB Film Study II; IB Music I;
IB Music II; IB Art Design III; IB Art Design IV; IB Theatre I or Drafting; Media
Arts I, II, III, and IV; Photography I; Photography II; Digital Photography

TOTAL = 19 Units
5
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GIFTED COURSES: Any core curriculum course that is taken by a student who has been identified as gifted
pursuant to State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) policy and that is taken in fulfillment
of the student’s Individualized Education Plan shall be considered a “Gifted Course” and shall fulfill the core
curriculum.
Beginning with students entering the 9th grade in 2014-2015 and graduating in the 2017-2018 school year and
thereafter, the calculation of the TOPS Core Curriculum grade point average (GPA) will use a five (5.00) point
scale for grades earned in certain designated Advanced Placement (AP) courses; International Baccalaureate
(IB) courses; Gifted courses; Dual Enrollment courses, Honors courses and Articulated courses offered for
college credit by the Louisiana School for the Math, Science and the Arts used to complete the TOPS Core
Curriculum. The courses currently designated to be calculated on the 5.00 point scale can be viewed at
https://www.osfa.la.gov/5scale. At this time, BESE and the Board of Regents have not designated the Honors
or Articulated courses that will be calculated on the five (5.00) point scale.1 From the designated courses, five
quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “A”, four quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of
“B”, tree quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “C”, two quality points will be assigned to a letter
grade of “D”, and zero quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “F”. Note that students earning credit
in courses graded on the five (5.00) point scale may earn a grade point average on the TOPS Core Curriculum
that exceeds 4.00.
1

Courses approved for the five (5.00) point scale will be noted in updates to this document.
This core curriculum is accurate as of the date of publication and includes courses listed in
TOPS statue.
(800) 259-5626
Custserv@la.gov
www.osfa.la.gov
P.O. Box 91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202

Updated: 09/26/2016

6

TOPS University Course (General Studies and Advanced Placement Course)
Progression Examples
Tops University Pathway: General Studies
9th Grade
English I
Math Essentials/Algebra I or Pre AP Algebra I
Physical Science or AP Environmental Sci
Civics or Pre AP Civics
Health/PE or JROTC
Fine Arts Survey or Art I or Theatre I or Band
General Elective
General Elective

11th Grade
English III or AP English III
Algebra II or Pre AP Algebra II
Chemistry or Pre AP Chemistry I
World History
Spanish I
Spanish II
ACT Prep or General Elective
General Elective

10th Grade
English II or Pre AP English II
Geometry or Pre AP Geometry
Environmental Sci/Biology I or PreAP Biology I
US History or AP US History
PE II
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective
12th Grade
English IV or AP English IV
Algebra III or Adv Math PC or Adv Math FS
Physical Science or Chemistry Elective/AP
Chemistry II or AP Biology II
World Geography
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective

TOPS University Pathway: Advanced Placement (Students that have credit for English I and Algebra I)
9th Grade
Pre AP English II
Pre AP Geometry
AP Environmental Science
Pre AP Civics
Health/PE or JROTC
Fine Arts Survey or Art I or Theatre I or Band
General Elective
General Elective

11th Grade
AP English IV
Algebra III or Adv Math PC or Adv Math FS
Chemistry or Pre AP Chemistry I
World History
Spanish I
Spanish II
ACT Prep or General Elective
General Elective

10th Grade
AP English III
Pre AP Algebra II
Environmental Sci/Biology I or PreAP Biology I
US History or US History PreAP/AP US History
PE II
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective
12th Grade
AP Statistics or AP Calculus
Chemistry Elective/AP Chemistry II or AP
Biology II
World Geography
ACT Prep (if needed)
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective
General Elective
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TOPS Core Eligibility and Awards
TOPS (Taylor Opportunity Program for Students) is a program of state scholarships for Louisiana residents
who attend either one of the Louisiana Public Colleges and Universities, schools that are a part of the Louisiana
Community and Technical College System, Louisiana approved Proprietary and Cosmetology Schools or
institutions that are a part of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.
There are four different award components of the TOPS Program. The three attached to the University Pathway
are:
● TOPS Opportunity Award
● TOPS Performance Award
● TOPS Honors Award
The TOPS Opportunity Award pays the TOPS Award Amount set by the administering agency for a student
at a particular institution during the 2016-2017 academic year unless increased by Act of the Legislature. If a
student attends a college within the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, the award
amount will be the weighted average award amount that was set for public colleges and universities during the
2016-2017 academic year.
Standard Eligibility Requirements
● Minimum High School GPA of 2.50 (GPA
● Must enroll full time as a first time freshman, by
computed on core courses only)
the first semester following the first anniversary
● 19.0 Core Units
of high school graduation - Be a US citizen or
● Minimum ACT Score (or SAT Equivalent) of
permanent resident
the prior year state average; Currently 20
● Meet TOPS Louisiana residency requirements
The TOPS Performance Award pays the TOPS Award Amount set by the administering agency for a
student at a particular institution during the 2016-2017 academic year unless increased by Act of the
Legislature plus an annual stipend of $400. If a student attends a college within the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities, the award amount will be the weighted average award amount that
was set for public colleges and universities during the 2016-2017 academic year plus an annual stipend of
$400.
Standard Eligibility Requirements
● Minimum High School GPA of 3.00 (GPA
● Must enroll full time as a first time freshman, by
computed on core courses only)
the first semester following the first anniversary
● 19.0 Core Units
of high school graduation
● Minimum ACT Score (or SAT Equivalent) of
● Be a US citizen or permanent resident
23
● Meet TOPS Louisiana Residency requirements
The TOPS Honors Award pays the TOPS Award Amount set by the administering agency for a student at a
particular institution during the 2016-2017 academic year unless increased by Act of the Legislature plus an
annual stipend of $800. If a student attends a college within the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities, the award amount will be the weighted average award amount that was set for
public colleges and universities during the 2016-2017 academic year plus an annual stipend of $800.
Standard Eligibility Requirements
● Minimum High School GPA of 3.00 (GPA
● Must enroll full time as a first time freshman,
computed on core courses only)
by the first semester following the first
● 19.0 Core Units
anniversary of high school graduation
● Minimum ACT Score (or SAT Equivalent) of
● Be a US citizen or permanent resident - Meet
27
TOPS Louisiana Residency requirements
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JUMPSTART DIPLOMA INFORMATION
TOPS (2) JumpStart Curriculum
For the TOPS Tech Award – Jumpstart Curriculum
For High School graduates of 2018 and thereafter
Students may also qualify for the TOPS Tech Award by completing the TOPS Core
Curriculum for the Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards
Units
1 Unit
1 Unit
2 Units

Courses
English I
English II
English III, English IV, AP or IB English courses, Business English, Technical Writing, or
comparable Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
1 Unit
Algebra I
3 Units
Geometry, Algebra II, Math Essentials, Financial Literacy, Business Math, Algebra III, Advanced
Math-Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math-Pre-Calculus, Pre-calculus, or comparable
Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as approved by the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III may be
substituted for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, and shall equal three mathematics credits.
1 Unit
Biology
1 Unit
Chemistry I, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Agriscience I and Agriscience II (both for one
unit), Physical Science, Physics, or AP or IB science courses.
1 Unit
US History, AP US History, or IB US History
1 Unit
Civics, Government, AP US Government and Politics: Comparative, or AP US Government and
Politics: United States
9 Units
In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, and credentials. A student shall complete
a regionally designed series of Career and Technical Education Jump Start coursework and
workplace-based learning experiences leading to a state-wide or regional Jump Start credential.
This shall include courses and workplace experiences specific to the credential, courses related to
foundational career skills requirements in Jump Start, and other courses, including career
electives, that the Jump Start regional team determines are appropriate for the career major.
TOTAL = 21 Units

What is Jump Start?
Louisiana’s Jump Start program is a paradigm for career and technical education (CTE), requiring students to
attain industry-valued credentials to graduate high school. Jump Start prepares students to lead productive adult
lives, capable of continuing their education after high school while earning certifications that create pathways to
prosperity. Jump Start aligns Louisiana’s K-12 CTE strategy with the state’s economic development strategies,
preparing students for the careers that will drive our state’s future prosperity. All Louisiana students, even those
on the TOPS University Diploma track, can obtain industry-based credentials to prepare for high-wage, highdemand careers.
JUMP START students...



attain industry credentials that employers value when deciding who to hire for entry-level positions
complete Introductory Career Essentials courses where students master workplace “soft skills” that help
them find good jobs and succeed when they report to their first jobs
9




complete internships (either workplace internships or “virtual workplace experiences”) during high
school that teach them about the world of work
complete course work that enables Jump Start students to continue their education, through employer
training, technical college courses and eventually (if they want) at a four-year university

Jump Start Course Progression Example
9th Grade
English I
Math Essentials/Algebra I
Physical Science
Civics
Health/PE or JROTC

Career Readiness Course
Jump Start Course

11th Grade
English III or Bus. English or Technical Writing
Algebra II or Financial Literacy or Bus. Math
Chemistry or Jump Start Course
ACT Prep or Jump Start Course
Dual Enrollment or Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course

10th Grade
English II
Geometry or Financial Literacy or Bus. Math
Environmental Science/Biology I
US History
PE II or JROTC
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course

11th Grade
English IV or Bus. English or Technical Writing
Developmental or Jump Start Course
Dual Enrollment or Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course
Jump Start Course

TOPS Tech Eligibility and Awards
TOPS Tech Award amounts differ by type of school attended. In a technical program at a public college or university, the
Award Amount is set by the administering agency for a student at that school during the 2016-2017 academic year. In an
associate's degree program/shorter term training and education program at a 2-year public college or university, the Award
Amount is set by the administering agency for a student at that school during the 2016-2017 academic year. In an
approved program at a four-year public college or university that does not offer a baccalaureate degree in the approved
program, the Award Amount is set by the administering agency for a student at that school during the 2016-2017
academic year. In an approved program at a four-year public college or university that does offer a baccalaureate degree
in the approved program AND at approved proprietary and cosmetology schools, the average of the TOPS Award Amount
is for students enrolled in technical programs of study in public colleges and universities during the 2016-2017 academic
year.
Standard Eligibility Requirements:








Minimum High School GPA of 2.50 (GPA computed on core courses only)
21 units that comprise the TOPS Tech Jump Start Core Curriculum
Students may also qualify for the TOPS Tech Award by completing the TOPS Core Curriculum for the
Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards
Minimum ACT Score (or SAT Equivalent) of 17
Must enroll full time as a first time freshman, by the first semester following the first anniversary of high school
graduation
Be a US citizen or permanent resident
Meet TOPS Louisiana Residency requirements

(Information from the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance at https://www.osfa.la.gov/)
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Jump Start Pathways Offered
Internet Web Foundations Pathway – CIW Internet Business Associate prepares
students to work effectively in today's business environment. In this course, students
will learn about the tasks involved in various Information Technology (IT) job roles,
and they will learn the foundational skills and technologies used in business. Topics
include: Project management and job-readiness skills, Social networking - wikis,
folksonomies, Webcasting, blogging and podcasting, Cloud computing and mobile
devices, Web conferencing software, SEO (Search Engine Optimization), FTP and
Secure Shell, Online security and safety practices. Certified CIW Web Foundations
Associates have validated their understanding of important technologies that affect virtually every business.
This certification is ideal for all professionals who use the Internet on the job. Once certified, these individuals
are ready to pursue specialties in Web design, e-commerce, JavaScript, databases and other fields.
Advanced: Credential Earned – Advanced Web Foundations Associate (Internet Business Associate, Site
Development Associate and Network Technology Associate)
Basic: Credential Earned – One of the following – Internet Business Associate, Site Development
Associate or Network Technology Associate
High Demand Careers Related to this Pathway: Network and Computer Systems Administrator;
Computer Information Systems
Certified Nursing Assistant Pathway – A certified nurse aide (CNA) is an individual who has completed a
nurse aide training and competency evaluation program approved by the Department of Health and Hospitals.
The Certified Nursing Assistant’s curriculum requires a minimum of 80 hours (40 hours of classroom
instruction and 40 hours of clinical instruction); however, programs may actually consist of more hours since
completion of a training program depends on the total hours approved for that particular
program. The age requirement is 16 years of age, and the student must pass both a written
content component and a demonstrated skills component to attain certification. Nurse
aides meeting these requirements are listed as certified on the Louisiana Nurse Aide
Registry.
Basic: Credential Earned – Certified Nurse Aide
High Demand Careers Related to this Pathway: Certified Nursing Assistant
Emergency Medical Tech Pathway - Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) credential enables a student to
receive an EMR License from the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services (BEMS).
Basic: Credentials Earned – Emergency Medical Responder
High-demand Careers Related to this Pathway: Emergency medical technicians and
paramedics, emergency management directors, ambulance drivers and attendants.
Business Management – This pathway is designed for high school students as a gateway for understanding
Business, Technology, Entrepreneurship, and Human Resources Management. It provides an overview of
business and technology skills required for today's business environment. Knowledge of business principles, the
impact of financial decisions, and technology proficiencies demanded by business combine to establish the
11

elements of this pathway. Emphasis is placed on developing proficient
fundamental skills required for all career pathways. Students will learn
essentials for working in a business environment, managing a business, and
owning a business. The intention of this pathway is to prepare students to be
successful both personally and professionally in an information-based society.
Students will not only understand the concepts, but apply their knowledge to situations and defend their actions,
decisions, and choices through the knowledge and skills acquired in this course. Employability skills are
integrated into activities, tasks, and projects throughout the pathway to demonstrate the skills required by
business and industry.
Basic: Credential Earned – Core Credential (Must earn one): Customer Service; Micro-Enterprise.
Complimentary Credential (Must earn a minimum of two): Microsoft Word; Microsoft Powerpoint;
Microsoft Excel; First Aid
Careers Related to this Pathway: Retail Management, Business Administration, Operations Management
Welder Pathway - NCCER certifications provide students with immediate credibility among hiring executives
in construction, manufacturing, maritime and all related industry sectors, giving certified students an advantage
in attaining entry-level employment.
For NCCER Welding Level 1 Certification the student has demonstrated basic welding
skills including safety, oxyfuel cutting, metal preparation, SMAW welds and more.
Basic: Credential Earned – NCCER Welding I
For NCCER Welding Level 2 Certification the student has demonstrated advanced welding skills including
welding symbols, GMAW, FCAW, and GTAW.
Advanced: Credential Earned – NCCER Welding II
High Demand Careers Related to this Pathway: Welders, Cutters, Plumbers, Pipefitters, Sheet Metal
Workers
Manufacturing Specialist Pathway – The certification for Manufacturing Specialist program provides
students with skills aligned to entry-level positions in the manufacturing industry. The curriculum includes
extensive classroom and laboratory exposure to the concepts and capabilities most valued by Louisiana
employers. Students must successfully complete four courses, a final assessment, and an instructor evaluation to
receive the credential.
Basic: Credential Earned – Certification for Manufacturing (C4M)
Careers Related to this Pathway: First-line supervisors, industrial production managers, machinist,
computer-controlled machine tool operators, machine setter, operator or tender.
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Workplace Safety – Workplace Safety pathway is designed to cover the basic safety requirements in the
manufacturing industry. It provides certification in 3 different areas that are essential to having a safe
workplace. Certification in NCCER Core demonstrates the student has Basic Safety, Introduction to
Construction Math, Introduction to the following: Hand Tools, Power Tools, Construction Drawings, Basic
Riggings, Basic Communication Skills, Basic Employability Skills, and
Introduction Material Handling. The Heartsaver® First Aid credential
100% instructor-led course teaches students critical skills to respond to and
manage an emergency in the first few minutes until emergency medical
services arrive. Students learn duties and responsibilities of first aid
rescuers; first aid actions for medical emergencies, including severe
choking, heart attack, and stroke; and skills for handling injury and
environmental emergencies, including external bleeding, broken bones and
sprains, and bites and stings. This certification is for anyone with limited or no medical training who needs a
course completion card in first aid to meet job, regulatory, or other requirements. OSHA 10 General industry is
a nationally recognized certification that is required in the majority of manufacturing facilities across the
country. This entry level certification gives students an overview of the hazards a worker may encounter on a
job site and emphasizes hazard identification, avoidance, control and prevention.
Basic: Core Credentials earned (must obtain all 3) – NCCER Core; First Aid; OSHA 10
Electrical – Electrical training Alliance Apprenticeship is an Interim Credentials Program designed for high
school seniors interested in gaining understanding/pursuing a career in the electrician field. The course utilizes
technology-based modules and activity assessments so that students can successfully complete the IBC. During
these courses students will gain knowledge of blueprint reading the National Electric Code as well as local
codes. Students will be introduced to basic jobsite safety, basic electrical tools and basics of unions layouts,
assembly, installation, repair and test electrical and electronic systems.
Advanced: Credential Earned – Interim Curriculum Pre-Apprentice Core Skills is a prerequisite for
completion of the etA Interim Curriculum Pre-Apprenticeship certifications. Level 1 and above
certifications must be successfully completed in order.
High Demand Careers Related to this Pathway: Inside Journeyman Wireman (electrician); Construction
Managers; Cost Estimators; Electrical Repairers; Electrical Engineering Technician; Electrician Helper;
Electrician Installers
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ADVANCED COURSES
Advanced Placement (AP). There are many benefits to taking Advance Placement courses in high school.
These courses will help prepare students for college as they are as challenging as introductory college courses
will be. Students will cover more material at a faster pace and will learn to work independently and complete
research. These courses will ease the transition of high school to college. AP courses also are evidence that a
student is ready for college level work. As colleges evaluate transcripts of high school students, AP courses
show that students are willing to work hard and can handle the rigor of the coursework. AP courses also give
a student the opportunity to boost a GPA as the courses are weighted.
AP courses offered at NDHS:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
Note:

AP English Language
AP English Literature
AP Calculus (every other year)
AP Statistics (every other year)
AP Biology II
AP Chemistry II (every other year)
AP Environmental Science
AP United States History (yearlong course)
AP Computer Science Principles
Course requests must justify offering course

Dual Enrollment. Dual enrollment courses are an opportunity for high school students to take and earn
college credit while in high school. NDHS offers dual enrollment through Northwestern State University,
Bossier Parish Community College, and Southern University Shreveport. Most courses are offered online.
See your counselor for details.
Project Lead the Way. Project Lead the Way offers pathways in computer science, engineering and
biomedical science. The coursework engages students by challenging them to solve real-work problems
through hands-on activities and projects. Students are challenged to think creatively, collaborate with others
and persevere in the presence of defeat – when things don’t go exactly as planned.
PLTW courses offered at NDHS:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Intro to Engineering
Principles of Engineering
Digital Electronics
AP Computer Science
Principles of Biomedical Science
Human Body Systems
Medical Intervention
Biomedical Innovation

DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES
In an effort to support the development of students for the postsecondary level, developmental courses will be
offered for juniors and seniors. All TOPS University juniors that do not have a 21 or higher on the ACT will
be placed in ACT Prep. All TOPS University seniors with a subscore of 17 or below in English or an 18 or
14

below in math will be placed in developmental classes. All Jump Start juniors and seniors that do not have an
18 or higher on the ACT or a Silver on the WorkKeys will be placed in ACT/WorkKeys Prep or a
developmental course. These courses are designed to help with content and test taking strategies.

ELECTIVES
Electives are courses offered for students outside of the core academic subject areas of English, math, science
and social studies) or required course of study. These courses are offered as an opportunity to students to
explore interests and increase knowledge in other areas such as the arts, business, agriculture, etc. Electives
offered at NDHS include:
ACT Aspire
ACT Prep
Advanced Band
Agriscience I-IV
AP Biology II
AP Calculus
AP Chemistry II
AP Computer Science
AP Statistics
Art I-IV
Athletics
Beginning Band
Business English
CNA (2 Credits)
College Readiness English
College Readiness Math
CIW I-III
Computer Tech Lit
Emergency Medical Responders
Electrician Technician Apprenticeship I-II
Financial Literacy

Fine Arts Survey
Intro to Business Computer Applications
JROTC I-IV
Law Studies
Multimedia Productions
PLTW Biomedical Innovations
PLTW Digital Electronics
PLTW Engineering Design & Development
PLTW Human Body Systems
PLTW Intro to Engineering Design
PLTW Medical Intervention
PLTW Principles of Biomedical Science
PLTW Principles of Engineering
Publications
Quest for Success
Spanish I–IV
Technical Writing
Theatre I-IV
Virtual Workplace Experience
Welding I-II

INTERESTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
As a high school student, it is important to get involved in activities outside of the classroom. It is these
activities that help development high school students into the young adults they will become. Students gain
much from participating in activities. They first make friends with others that have similar interests as
themselves. They learn to communicate with others and work as a team. They build leadership skills as they
step up to take on roles that carry certain responsibilities. Students learn to manage their time and to prioritize
as they balance classwork and extracurricular activities. Being involved also helps students develop a mindset
of success – and we want student to succeed in all that they strive to do in high school and after. NDHS offers
many opportunities to get involved.
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Clubs
4-H
Art Club
Beta Club
Debate
FBLA
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
FFA
Google Squad

National Honor Society
NDHS Players (Theatre)
Quiz Bowl
Red Coats
Skills USA
Spanish Club
Student Council
The Page Turners

Athletics
Band
Cheerleading
Danceline
Football
Wrestling
Cross Country
Girls Soccer
Boys Soccer

Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball
Girls Powerlifting
Boys Powerlifting
Boys Track
Girls Track
Softball
Baseball
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APPENDIX
2021-2022 Course Descriptions and Prerequisites

AGRISCIENCE
Agriscience I
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisite: None
Description: Agriscience I provides students with basic knowledge of agriculture and its history, and the science applications in
agriculture. This course includes units in animal science, soil science, plant science, agricultural mechanics, food science
technology, and agricultural leadership. Mathematics, science, English, biology, and human relation skills will be reinforced in the
course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises, field trips, and internships.
Supervised agricultural experience programs and the FFA leadership activities are integral components of the course and provide
many opportunities for practical application of instructional competencies. (NCCER Core)
Agriscience II
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Agriscience I
Description: Agriscience II provides students with basic knowledge of agriculture and science applications in agriculture. This
course includes units in animal science, forestry, plant science, agricultural mechanics, and agricultural leadership. Mathematics,
science, English, biology, and human relations skills will be reinforced in this course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate
for this course are school-based enterprises, field trips, and internships. Supervised agricultural experience (SAE) programs and the
FFA leadership activities are integral components of the course and provide many opportunities for practical application of
instructional competencies. OSHA 10 and NCCER Safety Core certification will be a part of this course. (C4M)
Agriscience III
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Agriscience II
Description: This course is an advanced study in Agriscience based upon the local agricultural workforce and economic needs of
the community. The major areas of study should include personal development skills, animal systems, plant systems, environment
issues, and mechanical skills. Mathematics, science, English, biology, and human relation skills will be reinforced in the course.
Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are field trips, school-based enterprises, and job shadowing. Supervised
Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs and the FFA leadership activities are integral components of the course and provide many
opportunities for practical application of instructional competencies.
Electrical Training Apprenticeship I/II ( ETA I/ETA II)
Grade Level 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Agriscience I, Agriscience II, NCCER Core or Principles of Engineering
Electrical training Alliance Apprenticeship is an Interim Credentials Program designed for high school seniors interested in
gaining understanding/pursuing a career in the electrician field. The course utilizes technology-based modules and activity
assessments so that students can successfully complete the IBC. During these courses students will gain knowledge of blueprint
reading the National Electric Code as well as local codes.Students will be introduced to basic jobsite safety, basic electrical tools
and basics of unions layouts, assembly, installation, repair and test electrical and electronic systems.
Welding I
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Agriscience I, Agriscience II, NCCER Core Certification
Description: This course provides entry level instruction into the field of welding. Students gain experience in the use of Basic
Welding Safety, Oxy-Fuel Cutting, Plasma Torch Cutting, Base Metal Preparation, SMAW Equpment/Setup, Electrodes and Joint
Fit-Up and Alignment along with CAD and plasma software and design. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course
are field trips, school-based enterprises, and job shadowing. Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs and the FFA
leadership activities are integral components of the course and provide many opportunities for practical application of instructional
competencies.
Welding II
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Welding I
Description: This course is a continuation of Welding I as students work toward attaining and perfecting the skills necessary for a
career with a basic entry-level position in welding.Content covered during this course includes, Air Carbon Arc Cutting and
Gouging, Weld Quality, SMAW-Beads and Fillet Welds, SMAW-Groove Welds with Backing, and SMAW-Groove Welds

BUSINESS
Intro to Business Computer Applications
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisite: None
Description: This course is designed to acquaint with the advanced principles associated with information processing. Students
study advanced computer concepts, software applications, and computer systems. Emphasis is placed on skill development in using
technology to perform advanced information processing. Topics of study include computer concepts, word processing, spreadsheet,
database and presentation software applications, which will increase in difficulty in the second semester. Computer technology will
be presented that may lead to the student’s ability to obtain advanced certification in a popular office software package that includes
word processing, spreadsheets, databases, e-mail and presentation programs.
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Computer Tech Literacy
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: BCA
Description: This course is a culminating course designed to integrate the knowledge and skills learned in word processing with
the concepts, procedures, and applications of desktop publishing. Emphasis is placed on continued skill development in efficient
operation of word processing programs as it is applied to desktop publishing. Critical thinking and communication skills are
reinforced in this course as students format, create, and proofread brochures, programs, newsletters, web pages, powerpoint
presentations, and manuscripts. School-based enterprises and cooperative education lend themselves extremely well to work-based
learning strategies. Other opportunities for application could include simulations, projects, teamwork, and portfolios.
Publications
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Application process
Description: Introduces the student to many aspects of journalism, particularly yearbook journalism. Students receive hands-on
training in desktop publishing, media strategies, and advertising. In addition to completing various projects and assignments related
to newspapers, magazines, radio and television, the class designs, compiles and markets The Guardian, North DeSoto High School’s
yearbook. This description includes Yearbook I & II.
Entrepreneurship
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: BCA
Description: This course provides students with opportunities to determine the benefits and risks of self-employment and develop
competence in starting a small business. It also explores how a modified free enterprise system works and different forms of business
structures found within the system.
Certified Internet Web Professional (CIW)
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: BCA
Description: This course focuses on the foundational standards and job skills that enable the internet to function, including web
design development, administration, networking, databases and security. This curriculum has an extensive curriculum that prepares
students for high stakes certification exams.
Certified Internet Web Professional II (CIW II)
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: CIW I
Description: This course focuses on the foundational standards and job skills that enable the internet to function, including web
design development, administration, networking, databases and security. This curriculum has an extensive curriculum that prepares
students for high stakes certification exams.

FINE ARTS
Fine Arts Survey
Grade Level 9-12
Description: This course will introduce the students to the basic elements, principles, processes, materials, and inherent artistic
qualities of theatre, music, dance, and the visual arts. This is a lecture based class that will also have students working on several
projects. The focus of this class is on experiential learning using a creative, dramatic approach.

Art
Art I
Grade Level 9 – 12
Description: This course will introduce various basic art media (both academically and artistically) to enhance understanding of
the artistic process. Students will examine elements of design and principles of visual organization via theory and application of
two-dimensional creative expression. A strong emphasis will be placed on creating works from still lifes and other subjects. This
class is for students who have an interest in building their art skills.
Art II
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Art I or Fine Arts Survey with Consent of Instructor
Description: This course will expand upon techniques learned in Art I to enhance understanding of the artistic process. Twodimensional and three- dimensional design will be explored. Students will study capturing the human form in a variety of mediums.
Students will be required to discuss works in front of class and learn to critique their works along with those done by other students.
Students will study art periods and artists to gain an understanding of artistic meaning and style and to help them develop their own
artistic voice.
Art III
Grade Level 10 - 12
Prerequisite: Art I & II w/Consent of Instructor OR Portfolio Presentation w/ Consent of Instructor
Description: This course will have a studio-type environment where students practice independent study. The student will work
independently throughout the semester on a given set of projects, prepared by the instructor, that have a specific concentration.

Band
Beginning Band

Grade Level 9 – 12
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Prerequisite: One year of experience or director approval
Description: Percussion Ensemble- This course provides an opportunity for percussion students to participate in the NDHS Griffin
Drumline. Students will utilize rhythmic notation skills previously learned to perform at pep rallies and football games. Attendance
at after-school rehearsals and all football games is mandatory.
Advanced Band
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisite: One year of experience or director approval
Description: Marching Band- This course provides an opportunity for woodwind and brass musicians to participate in the NDHS
Griffin Marching Band. Students will use music notation reading skills previously learned to perform a variety of music at pep
rallies and football games. After-school rehearsals and attendance at all football games is mandatory.

Theater
Theater I: Introduction to Theater (History of Theatre)
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisite: None
Description: Enhances appreciation and understanding of the theatrical experience: reading and analysis of scripts, theater
attendance (live or by video) followed by exercises in written and oral critiques, discussion of the elements of play production and
the business of theater. Intended to enhance his/her ability to become an appreciative and discerning theater audience member.
Includes history, dramatic structure, literature, styles and types, terminology, selected readings, comparative studies, and roles of
playwright, actor, director, designer, technician, front of house, and the audience. Play attendance required.
Theater II - Children’s Theater
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Theater I, Teacher Approval
Description: This class is a production class that will produce a children’s show to be performed for schools in DeSoto Parish.
Students will be cast and create the costumes, set, and rehearsal schedule in order to produce an effective children’s show. Basic
history of Children’s Theatre will be studied. Most rehearsals and work will be done in class, but more time may be required outside
of school. It is recommended, but not required, that the student has taken Introduction to Theatre in order to have a better
understanding of how a production works.
Theater III – Stagecraft
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisites: Theater II, Teacher Approval
Description: To provide the student with a basic understanding of the technical aspects of theatre production: scenery, lights, sound
and props. Students will also learn the different tools and techniques used in theatre makeup and costuming designs that make a
successful production. Students will be required to complete a portfolio as their final examination
grade as they show the technical process of an assigned show. Students may be required to assist with the technical aspects of the
NDHS PLAYERS theatrical productions.
Theater IV
Grade Level 11- 12
Prerequisites: Theater I, Theater II or III, Teacher Approval
Description: The purpose of this class is to review and analyze drama in its theatrical, historical and social context. Students will
gain practical experience in acting, improvisation and introductory work from texts and develop them. This course is the
interpretation and study of dramatic genres; and an introduction to play analysis. Technical and organizational aspects of stage
productions, creative approaches to design for the theater will also be studied. Students will help with the semester’s production
serving on cast or crew. If a student is selected he/she will participate in-district speech/drama rally.

LANGUAGES
English I
Grade Level 9
Prerequisite: None
Description: English I will teach students to develop skills necessary for success in high school, college, and the workforce.
Students will read, discuss, and write about both classic and contemporary literature. Students will study standard English, the
short story, nonfiction, poetry, drama, novels, and the epic. Students also will develop and use research skills and informational
resources.
English II
Grade Level 9 or 10
Prerequisite: English I or Pre AP English I
Description: English II requires students to read, respond, analyze, reason, problem-solve, listen, write and speak using standard
English grammar, proofread, comprehend, and use informational resources. English II focuses on vocabulary development, reading
comprehension, and persuasive and expository writing. An MLA-style research paper is required. A variety of literary genres will
be studied, including biographies, autobiographies, novels, short stories, essays, poetry, letters, myths, memoirs, legends, periodical
articles, and dramatic literature. Famous speeches are covered and oral presentations are prepared and presented. An emphasis is
placed on cooperative learning and critical thinking skills. Grammar studies focus on application in writing and proofreading.
Pre AP English II

Grade Level 9 or 10
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Recommended Prerequisite: B average in English I and score of Advanced or Mastery on the English I LEAP 2025. Students
must submit all Summer Reading assignments on or before the due date in August that will count as a test grade. Additional
recommendation from teacher and parent.
Description: English II Pre-AP will teach students to develop skills necessary for success in high school, college, and the
workforce. Students will read, respond, analyze, reason, solve problems, listen, write and speak using standard English grammar,
proofread, comprehend, and use informational resources. English II Pre-AP focuses on in-depth vocabulary development, reading
comprehension, and enhanced writing, especially analytical.
English III
Grade Level 10 or 11
Prerequisite: English I & English II or Pre AP English II
Description: English III is an integrated study of literature, grammar, and writing. The literature focuses on a survey of American
literature from the earliest settlers to modern times through the employment of critical thinking skills and demonstration of
competence in writing, speaking and listening skills. The study of grammar emphasizes usage and mechanics to various time
periods. Writing includes paragraphs, essays, research-based literary criticism, and a major research paper. Preparing students for
the state-mandated End-of-Course Exam (EOC) and the ACT is an important component of the English III curriculum.
AP English III Language
Grade Level 10 or 11
Recommended Prerequisite: B average in English II or Pre AP English II and score of Advanced or Mastery on the English II
LEAP 2025. Summer Reading assignments on or before the due date in August and will count as a test grade. Additional
recommendation from teacher and parent.
Description: This course explores the relationship between what authors say and how they are trying to say it. The literary
component of the course provides a range of genres, including nonfiction, fiction, drama and poetry, and in the analysis of these
works students are exposed to the analysis of both style--the more language-based approach to exploring meaning--and rhetoricthe analysis of author's argument and structure. In terms of style, students will explore how elements of language-such as tone,
diction, syntax-influences the overall meaning. In terms of rhetoric, students will examine various appeals, aspects of writer’s
credibility, irony, and the overall use of logic to explore how effectively an author presents her/his position. In any aspect of
analysis, students are obliged to consider what the author’s overall theme is.
English IV
Grade Level 11- 12
Prerequisite: English I, II, & III
Description: The course is an integrated study of British literature, grammar, writing, and has Common Core State Standards that
require students to read, respond, analyze, reason, problem-solve, listen, write, and speak using standard English grammar. This
class focuses on proofreading, comprehending, using information resources, vocabulary development, as well as persuasive and
expository writing. An MLA-style research paper is required in this course.
AP English IV English Literature and Composition
Grade Level 12
Recommended Prerequisite: a B average in English III or AP English III. Students must submit all Summer Reading
assignments on or before the due date in August and will count as a test grade. Additional recommendation from teacher and
parent.
Description: This course is designed to teach first-year college-level reading and writing skills. English literature and
composition engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of
selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for
their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the
use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Students will survey significant literary texts from the roots of the
Western literary tradition in ancient Greece and Rome through contemporary works from American, British, and world writers.
Reading skills are developed through training in techniques of close reading and analysis, focusing on literary forms, styles, and
themes, as well as the use of literary devices and figures of speech.
Technical Reading and Writing
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisites: English I and English II
Description: This course is intended to help students become better readers and thinkers who take ownership of their learning.
Students will be introduced to high school level reading and support skills to improve memory, concentration, vocabulary, and
study techniques. Students will read, analyze, discuss and write on the material presented in the course. Students will read both
fiction and non-fiction pieces. The scope of this course is to build on reading skills that will assist in requisite comprehension and
study skills to succeed in high school level courses.
Business English
Grade Level 11- 12
Prerequisite: English I and English II
Description: This course provides students the skills needed to be successful in a business organization. Students will study
common business correspondence, including correct form and use of business applications, information management, and skills
needed to succeed in today’s global market.
Spanish I
Prerequisite: : Successful completion of English I & II

Grade Level 11 – 12
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Description: Students begin learning the basics. An intensive overview of vocabulary ranging from classroom objects, family,
food, city life, weather, parts of the body, and clothing are all introduced. The present tense of verbs is also part of the first year
curriculum, providing a solid base for the second year of study. Additionally, Spanish culture is introduced.
Spanish II
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: : Successful completion of English I & II and Spanish I
Description: A more rigorous curriculum than Spanish I is presented. Students continue to learn vocabulary in areas such as travel,
geography, medical emergencies, and pastimes. The main focus of Spanish II, however, is the acquisition of various verb
tenses. By the end of Spanish II, students reinforce the present tense, but add simple and complex past tenses, the present
progressive, the future, and the conditional. The ability to use the vocabulary and grammar together comfortably is the challenge
and goal of Spanish II.

MATH
Math Essentials/Algebra I
Grade Level 9
Prerequisites: None
Description: Algebra I is a core course which focuses on developing a rich understanding of fundamental algebraic ideas
In realistic settings. Topics studied include data and probability, variables, operations and properties of real numbers, equivalent
expressions and equations, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, and systems of equations and inequalities.
Special emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of functions. Operations on polynomials and an introduction to
quadratic functions will also be included in this course.
Pre AP Algebra I
Grade Level 9
Recommended Prerequisites: Evidence obtained from 8th grade mathematics course and 8th grade Leap 2025 scores would indicate
ability to be successful in a Pre AP curriculum. Evidence could also include teacher recommendations and parental requests.
Description: Algebra I Pre AP is a more advanced, in-depth look at algebraic concepts, which focuses on developing a rich
understanding of fundamental algebraic ideas in realistic settings. Topics studied include in-depth data analysis and probability,
variables, advanced algebraic operations and properties of real numbers, equivalent expressions and equations, advanced problem
solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, and systems of equations and inequalities. Operations on polynomials and
an introduction to quadratic functions will also be included in this course.
Algebra II
Grade Level 10 - 11
Prerequisite: Algebra I or Pre AP Algebra I & Geometry or Pre AP Geometry.
Description: Algebra is the connection between mathematics and the real world. The language of algebra is used to translate
mathematically the real-world experiences. Algebra II uses mathematical analysis and relevant problem solving to demonstrate
these connections. This course will develop the conceptual understanding and the procedural skills needed to use mathematics
effectively, to provide for the further study of mathematics, and to make life-long learning a reality.
Pre AP Algebra II
Grade Level 10-11
Recommended Prerequisites: Algebra I or Pre AP Algebra I & Geometry or Pre AP Geometry with a grade of B or higher.
Description: Algebra II Pre AP is a more in-depth look at algebraic concepts and real world applications. Examples of extensions
in lessons include; in-depth examples of slope and rate of change, inverses of trigonometric functions, expansion of factoring.
Algebra III
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Algebra II
Description: This course is designed for the student who has successfully completed Algebra 2, but is not ready for the academic
rigor of Pre-Calculus. In addition to reviewing solving equations and inequalities, graphing, factoring, and system of equations, the
content will also include the study of many types of functions (linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, rational,
radical, and trigonometric). Once completing this course students will be prepared for a subsequent study of Pre-Calculus either at
the high school or at the college level.
Financial Literacy
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Description: Financial Math is designed to focus on mathematical concepts and applications needed for the design and
management of personal and business finances. Financial Mathematics serves as a foundation for ALL students to learn to make
mathematically sound decisions in their roles as consumers, employees, and/or entrepreneurs. This course extends students’
knowledge of whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and percentages as well as basic statistics and probability, algebra, geometry,
and data analysis in the context of relevant real life problem-solving situations. Real life situations include: payroll, income tax
preparations, interest computation, managing income, buying insurance, and making sound credit and investment decisions.
(Jumpstart course)
Business Math
Grade Level 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Description: Everyone in the business world, employees and managers, needs the skills involved in business mathematics. Even
with computers and calculators at our fingertips, it is important to understand the concepts behind mechanical computations. The
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purpose of this course is to build your math knowledge and skill as it applies to many aspects of business and to help make you a
more valuable player in the business field.
Geometry
Grade Level 10
Prerequisites: Algebra I or Algebra I Pre AP
Description: Geometry is the study of visual patterns and the use of these patterns to describe the physical universe. The study of
geometry uses visual patterns as one method of representing mathematical concepts. Inductive reasoning is utilized to make
conjectures about the relationships in geometric figures and deductive reasoning is used to confirm these conjectures. After
discovering or deriving these relationships they are used to solve problems involving geometry. Connections are made between
geometric concepts and previously studied algebraic concepts. Attention is focused on Euclidean geometry, transformation
geometry, and coordinate geometry.
Pre AP Geometry
Grade Level 9 – 10
Prerequisite: Algebra I or Algebra I Pre AP, Recommended- B average in Algebra I or Algebra I Pre Ap
Description: Pre AP Geometry is a more in-depth look at geometric concepts and real world applications. Examples of extensions
in lessons include; non-linear patterns, counting techniques, application of inductive reasoning, parallel line and quadrilateral
proofs, Law of Sine and Cosine, scale drawings, study of history of pi, and graphing calculator applications. This is recommended
to be the 2nd course taken in the sequence of mathematics courses required for graduation.
AP Calculus
Grade Level 11- 12
Recommended Prerequisite: Advanced Math Pre-Calculus
Description: Trigonometric functions; relations between functions, solutions of triangles with applications to practical problems;
trigonometric formulas and identities; radian measurement; graphic representation of trigonometric functions; inverse trigonometric
functions, and trigonometric equations. Students may be required to a full year commitment.
Advanced Math: Functions and Statistics
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II
Description: Advanced Math Functions and Statistics is designed to meet the needs of students who wish to extend their
knowledge of mathematics at a college level. This course is designed specifically for college-bound upperclassmen who have
successfully mastered Algebra II concepts. The course is an application of the essential topics of college algebra with emphasis
on functions, graphing, and applications. Upon passing of course, students will earn three hours of college credit.
Advanced Math Pre-Calculus
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Teacher recommendation
Description: Advanced Math Pre-Calculus is designed to meet the needs of students who wish to extend their knowledge of
mathematics and intend to enroll in calculus, physics, or college algebra. This course is broken into four major topics: (1)
polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions, (2) triangle trigonometry, trigonometric functions, and advanced
trigonometric applications, (3) sequences and series, (4) conic sections. Students enrolled in physics will specially need the
trigonometry units.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Army JROTC I-IV
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisites: None
Description: Basic course subjects – Physical training one day a week; classroom studies Monday – Friday, Proper uniform one
day each week; Drill or leader development one day each week. Students will continue to learn Leadership and Character
Development, discipline, become self-confident, gain respect for self and others. LET 2’s will continue LET 1 requirements plus
work on life skills and citizenship. Students have the opportunity to advance through multiple levels. JROTC is permissible as a
substitute for P.E/Health requirements.
Health .5 credit
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisites: None
Description: This course focuses primarily on a student's personal health. It is wellness-based and offers students an opportunity
to learn skills that could help them throughout their lives. The course has been created for students to analyze their health and wellbeing in regards to fitness, disease, abuse, prevention and awareness, communication, family and environmental health. In addition,
Health provides many different resources that students will be able to continually use as future references in their quest to seek
health information. JROTC I & II fulfill the requirements of this course.
Physical Education I – IV
Grade Level 9 – 12
Prerequisites: None
Description: This course helps to meet the Louisiana High School physical education graduation credits. In learning fitness selfmanagement skills, developing a positive attitude for lifetime fitness, discussion cardiovascular fitness and how that is incorporated
into recreation, active sports and skill-related physical fitness. The physical education program helps students attain physical and
mental well-being competencies. It is the one subject area that provides learning in all three domains: cognitive, affective, and
psychomotor. It also helps foster communication skills, promotes productive goal setting and positive attitudes which result in a
healthy lifestyle and a productive use of leisure time.
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SCIENCE
Environmental Science
Grade Level 9
Prerequisite: None
Description: The make-up of the earth, organization of its inhabitants, responsible use of renewable resources and nonrenewable
resources. Environmental Science focuses on conservation and protection of natural resources, environmental education and
communication, and research.
AP Environmental Science
Grade Level 9
Prerequisite: None
Description: The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college
course in environmental science. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different
areas of study. Yet there are several major unifying constructs, or themes, that cut across the many topics included in the study of
environmental science. The following themes provide a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science course.: 1)
science is a process; 2) energy conversions underlie all ecological processes; 3) the Earth itself is one interconnected system; 4)
humans alter natural systems; 5) environmental problems have a cultural and social context; and 6) human survival depends on
developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems.
Biology
Grade Level 10
Prerequisite: None
Description – An introduction to the different levels and organization of life. Included areas of study are: Cell Function and
Organization, Cell Reproduction and Genetics, Evolution & Natural Selection, Characteristics of the Six Kingdoms of Life, Flow
of Matter & Energy through ecosystems, the Human Body, and Organism behavior.
Pre AP Biology
Grade Level 10
Recommended Prerequisites: B average in previous year’s science course, teacher and parent approval.
Description: This course will contain the same basic standards as Biology I, but will extend learning in many areas of the
course, as well as more in depth knowledge of the required learning standards as Biology I. The course will include a semester
project.
AP Biology II
Grade Level 11 – 12
Recommended Prerequisite: B average in Biology I or Biology I Pre AP, a score of Mastery or Advanced on the Biology EOC.
Description: This course is a review and introduction to basic biological principles for potential science majors. Topic covered
will include ecosystems, evolution, systematics, and basic physiology. The course will include a semester project and research
paper.
Chemistry
Grade Level 11-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Algebra II
Description: This course is a study of matter and the changes it undergoes. Chemistry addresses the basic concepts of the
Modern Atomic Theory, chemical bonding, classification of chemical reactions, stoichiometry, solution chemistry, the gas laws,
and enthalpy. Laboratory experiences are used to practice techniques and to illustrate and reinforce the concepts studied.
Pre AP Chemistry
Grade Level 10-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Algebra II
Description: This course is a study of matter and the changes it undergoes. Topics include Modern Atomic Theory, chemical
bonding, classification of chemical reactions, stoichiometry, solution chemistry, the gas laws, and enthalpy. The
laboratory emphasizes techniques and experiments to illustrate and reinforce the concepts studied. AP chemistry is
recommended to all college-prep students as an introduction to a college-level format and to enhance higher order thinking skills
with emphasis on reading comprehension and mathematics application.
AP Chemistry & AP Chemistry II
Grade Level 11-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Minimum grade of “B” in Chemistry and Algebra II, Chemistry Teacher recommendation
This course is a year-long commitment.
Description: This course is designed for high ability students who are considering post-secondary studies in the physical or
biological sciences, medicine, or engineering. It explores in considerable depth topics introduced in the first year chemistry
course: atomic theory and structure, theories of intermolecular and intramolecular bonding, acid base and oxidation reduction
concepts and chemical equilibrium. Organic as well as inorganic structures are studied. The nomenclature and mechanistic
theory of organic chemistry are introduced. Laboratory experiments, generally quantitative in nature and similar to those done in
first and second year college courses, are performed regularly using both traditional methods and computers. Students will take
the AP Chemistry exam at the end of the course, with the opportunity of earning up to 8 hours of college credit for a score of a 3
or higher.
Physical Science
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: None
Description: The course offers an introduction to chemistry and physics. By the end of the course, the student will be able to
measure physical properties of matter; use metric system; name and write chemical symbols and formulas; identify subatomic
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particles; classify elements; draw Bohr models; balance chemical equations, as well as, differentiate between mass and weight,
speed and velocity, demonstrate Newton’s three laws of motion; describe motion.

Biomedical
Principles Of Biomedical Sciences™
Grade Level 9 – 11
Prerequisite/Corequisite: Algebra I
Description: Students investigate various health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, sickle-cell disease,
hypercholesterolemia, and infectious diseases. They determine the factors that led to the death of a fictional person, and investigate
lifestyle choices and medical treatments that might have prolonged the person’s life. The activities and projects introduce students
to human physiology, medicine, and research processes. This course provides an overview of all the courses in the Biomedical
Sciences program and lay the scientific foundation for subsequent courses.
Human Body Systems™
Grade Level 10 – 11
Prerequisite: Principles of Biomedical Sciences
Description: Students examine the interactions of human body systems as they explore identity, power, movement, protection,
and homeostasis. Students design experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition
software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Exploring science in
action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal manikin, work through interesting real world cases and often play the roles
of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.
Medical Interventions
Grade Level 10-11
Prerequisite: Principle of Biomedical Science and Human Body Systems
Description: Students investigate a variety of interventions involved in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease as they
follow the life of a fictitious family. The course is a “How-To” manual for maintaining overall health and homeostasis in the body.
Students explore how to prevent and fight infection; screen and evaluate the code in human DNA; prevent, diagnose and treat
cancer; and prevail when the organs of the body begin to fail. Through these scenarios, students are exposed to a range of
interventions related to immunology, surgery, genetics, pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics.
Biomedical Innovation (BI)
Grade Level 12
Prerequisite: Principles of Biomedical Sciences, Human Body Systems, Medical Interventions
o Description: Students design innovative solutions for the health challenges of the 21st century. They work through
progressively challenging open-ended problems, addressing topics such as clinical medicine, physiology, biomedical engineering,
and public health. They have the opportunity to work on an independent project with a mentor or advisor from a university, hospital,
research institution, or the biomedical industry. Throughout the course, students are expected to present their work to an audience
of STEM professionals.

Pre-Engineering
Introduction to Engineering Design
Grade Level 9 – 11
Recommended Prerequisite: B or better grade in previous year’s math course
Description: Designed for 9th or 10th grade students, the major focus of IED is the design process and its application. Through
hands-on projects, students apply engineering standards and document their work. Students use industry standard 3D modeling
software to help them design solutions to solve proposed problems, document their work using an engineer’s notebook, and
communicate solutions to peers and members of the professional community.
Principles Of Engineering
Grade Level 10 – 11
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design. Recommended prerequisites: Physical Science and Algebra II
Description: Designed for 10th or 11th grade students, this survey course exposes students to major concepts they’ll encounter in
a post-secondary engineering course of study. Topics include mechanisms, energy, statics, materials, and kinematics. They develop
problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create solutions to various challenges, document their
work and communicate solutions.
Digital Electronics
Grade Level 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles Of Engineering. Recommended Prerequisite: Algebra II
Description: Digital electronics is the foundation of all modern electronic devices such as mobile phones, MP3 players, laptop
computers, digital cameras and high-definition televisions. Students are introduced to the process of combinational and sequential
logic design, engineering standards and technical documentation. This course is designed for 10th or 11th grade students.
AP Computer Science Principles
Grade Level 12
Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering and Digital Electronics
Description: In this capstone course, it aims to develop computational thinking, generate excitement about career paths that
utilize computing, and introduce professional tools that foster creativity and collaboration. Computer Science Principles helps
students develop programming expertise and explore workings of the internet. Projects and problems include app development,
visualization of data, cybersecurity, and simulation.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Civics
Grade Level 9
Description: The purpose of this course is to emphasize the responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society by providing the
basic attitudes and understandings necessary for citizenship. Students will develop understanding of the principles, structures,
and functions of federal, state, and local governments. The course will now incorporate units of study dealing with the economic
system of the United States.
Pre AP Civics
Grade Level 9
Prerequisites: None
Description: The purpose of this course is to emphasize the responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society by providing the
basic attitudes and understandings necessary for citizenship. Students will develop understanding of the principles, structures,
and functions of federal, state, and local governments. The course will now incorporate units of study dealing with the economic
system of the United States.
United States History
Grade Level 10-11
Prerequisite: Civics
Description - The purpose of this course is to enable students to understand the development of the United States within the context
of history with a major focus on the Post-Reconstruction period. Students will use knowledge pertaining to history, geography,
economics, political processes, and humanities to solve problems in academic, civic, social, and employment settings.
AP United States History
Grade Level 10-11
Prerequisite: Civics
Description: In this class, we will study American History post-Civil War through modern times. This class will meet the same
requirements as regular American History with some additional requirements. Students will be asked to do projects outside of
class time up to and including, essays, research, oral presentations, interviews, and creative projects as to be determined by the
teacher. Students will be expected to do additional readings or readings at a higher level than those of the regular class and will
be required to complete tests and other assignments of a higher difficulty level in keeping with an AP class.
Law Studies
Grade Level 9-12
Description: Course introduces the need for the law, the basis for our legal system, civil and criminal law, adult and juvenile
courts, family and consumer law, causes and consequences of crime. It focuses on developing students’ skills in legal reasoning,
writing and research.
World Geography
Grade Level 11-12
Description: The purpose of this course is to deal with the earth and how people interact with their environment. The course offers
an understanding of the way people live in particular places and why they live as they do. Exploration of the
physical and cultural features of the earth, changing earth resources, people and the land, political boundaries, economic growth
and technical change will also be studied.
World History
Grade Level 11-12
Description: The purpose of this course is to study the history of modern civilization. Students will investigate events, trends, and
developments that have an impact on the development of the modern world. The focus of the course will be a survey from the
Renaissance though the end of the Cold War, with an emphasis on western European history and its influence on the world.
AP Human Geography
Grade Level 11- 12
Prerequisite: None
Description: The AP Human Geography course assesses understanding of geographic concepts and principles. It also looks at
knowledge of foundational geographic facts and domain-specific vocabulary. The course will teach students to use spatial
concepts and landscape analysis while comparing human cultures. Importantly, part of the course will assess the students ability
to use their understanding of the world's geography to analyze or illustrate geographic concepts in the real world.

GENERAL ELECTIVES
ACT Prep
Grade Level 11-12
Description: This course is designed to aid students in developing and improving test taking skills, specifically for ACT, so they
can achieve and surpass ACT score requirements for TOPS and colleges and universities admissions. Not only are students taught
ACT testing techniques, they are provided with testing practice in authentic testing-day settings. All seniors or three year graduates
who do not have an ACT composite of a 21 will be enrolled in this course.
First Responder
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisites: 11th or 12th grade classification and students must be 17 years of age or older.
Description- This course is designed to instruct students to the level of First Responder, who serves as a vital link in the chain of
the healthcare team. This curriculum includes skills necessary for the individual to provide emergency medical care with a limited
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amount of equipment. Specifically, after successful completion of the program, the student will be capable of performing the
following functions at the minimum entry level. 10 hours of internship required.
Certified Nurse Assistant
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Must be at least 17 years old; must pass criminal background check for certification
Description: This course is a dual-enrollment program with NWLTC. Students are provided training that will lead toward State
certification as a Nurse Assistant
Quest for Success
Grade Level 9-12
Prerequisite: None
Description: This course was designed to assist students with exploring careers and developing skills necessary to make meaningful
decisions about their career choice. Students will be made aware that there are many factors to consider before selecting a suitable
career. This course will assist the student in assessing their personal strengths and weaknesses as they relate to career decisions.
This course will aid the student in developing strategies to make an effective transition from school to work. The student will
develop skills in this course that are generic to all occupations such as properly preparing career documents needed to obtain
employment. A major component of this course will be the development of an exit portfolio. The student will be able to recognize
that career enhancements and career changes are common and that they need to be prepared with the proper tools, resources, and
guidance to make informed decisions about their career choice throughout their lifetime.
Woodworking
Grade Level 10-12
Prerequisite: Ag I
Description: Woodworking teaches the basic skills and techniques of shop and tool safety. Students will learn the proper safety
equipment to wear and how to operate woodworking tools. They will be able to correctly set up, adjust, and use the following
tools: Screwdriver/Impact Driver, Orbital Sander, Miter Saw, Planer, Jigsaw, Router, Pocket Hole Jig. Students will also be
introduced to the following: Staining/Finishing techniques, Using wood glue, Table Saw, Lathe work. In addition, students will
learn about different wood types, how to understand wood grain, and how to choose quality boards. Students will do research
projects and look through woodworking magazines to learn advanced techniques.
Teacher Assistant
Grade Level 12
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation , Application process, Administrative approval
Description This course provides an opportunity for the students to develop skills in research and retrieval of information,
operation, and use of computer and audiovisual equipment, and processing and circulation of materials. Students in this course also
learn about attitudes and skills necessary to provide service to patrons. Students also type, file, and duplicate materials for the office
and teachers, laminate teaching materials to increase their durability under repeated use, copy lesson materials, make bulletin board
displays and exhibits, take up class attendance and run errands.
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