
  

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

Meeting called to order @6:30PM 
In attendance: Lanee Reichert, Floyd Fisher, Amy Benedict, Tessa Prosser, Jason 
Eversole, Jess Robbins, Coartney Siuts, Anna McCormick, Jared Robbins, Hannah Britt, 
Mary Powers, Megan Wirth, Ashley Brunkhorst, Kelly Siegler, Lisa Cheely, Mike Donavan, 
Heidi Kleiss, Stephanie Grussing, Annie White, Jordan Hollingsworth, Mari Anne Brocker 
Curry, Dy-Ana Skibbe, Megan Cobb, Terrance Stuber, Erin Ping, Robin Hess, Courtney, 
Cristin Gaines, & Sarah Eisenmenger 
Officers’ Reports 
❖ Amy - None 
❖ Tessa - None 
❖ Jess - Approval of May minutes- Motion to approve by Floyd Fisher, seconded by 

Jess Robbins 
❖ Coartney - Treasurer report for June & July- Motion to approve by Jess Robbins, 

seconded by Floyd Fisher 
 

Old & New Business 
❖ Chairs needed for the 20-21 year 

➢ 5K - The committee will revisit this in January to see if there is a possibility 
to host a 5K 

❖ Shadows needed for the 20-21 year to take over for the 21-22 year 
➢ Trivia Night - Nate & Sharon Baxley - No volunteers at this time 

❖ Committee Reports - Chairs for this year (20-21) 
➢ Apparel - Stephanie Grussing - Stephanie reported that she is working with 

Game Day Spirit. People can see the Unity options by visiting 
gamedayspirit.com and typing Unity in the search bar. Everything is online 
with store pickup and delivery options. 15% of purchases will kick back to 
the PTO. New items can be added throughout the year and Stephanie 
encouraged people to contact her with any ideas/suggestions via email: 
grussings@unity.k12.il.us. Stephanie noted that currently only adult masks 
can be found, but masks for children will be available soon. The link will be 
pushed out through the Unity West site and PTO Facebook.  

➢ AR - Heidi Kleiss and Sarah Eiesenmenger - Heidi stated that they need to 
decide what prizes to use and inquired about restrictions. Mrs. Reichert 
indicated that individual prizes that are set aside for 24 hours would be 
fine, but we would not be allowed to have a “prize chest” that students 
would reach into themselves. It was noted that it would be advantageous to 
ask teachers for feedback before creating a list.  

➢ Book Fair - Hannah Britt shadowing Anna McCormick - Anna reported that she 
had not seen a virtual plan from Scholastic yet, but expects to get that 
information soon. She reassured Hannah that she will make sure to 
continue to help Hannah this year. 

➢ BoxTops/Coke Rewards - Cristin Gaines - Cristin reported that she is going to 
start thinking about potential contests and suggested we have them 

mailto:grussings@unity.k12.il.us


quarterly. She too inquired about restrictions of prizes. Mrs. Reichert noted 
that certain things we could not do, such as a popcorn party, bringing 
stuffed toys, or extra recess, but there are things we could do that would be 
within safety guidelines. Crisitn noted that box tops have not brought in 
much revenue since January, and the suggestion was made that posting on 
social media may help to spark interest.  

➢ Fall Fundraiser - Officers - Jason Eversole was available to share with us 
what our fundraiser would like like with all of the new COVID restrictions. 
He conveyed that his company is taking safety precautions very seriously. 
All fundraising will be virtual with contactless curb-side pickup or delivery. 
The intention is for students to send out order information to at least 10 
people, so that will be the goal. Jason will firm up details with the board. He 
was excited that PPE would be part of loyalty rewards, including things like 
masks for adults and children, cleaning products, and gloves. Mrs. Reichert 
noted that he was able to get lanyards for us. Jason was adamant about 
how much he enjoyed working with Unity West for the past 13 years and 
said, people are “lucky to send their children here.” 

➢ Family Movie Night - Jess Robbins - Jess reported that with current 
restrictions that we would not have a movie night in the fall, but will look 
into the possibility of hosting one in the spring. 

➢ Fun Day - Jess Robbins - Jess noted that Fun Day is so far away right now, 
that she won’t look into it until next semester, and will see where the state 
is at with the safety guidelines and restrictions.  

➢ Open House - Amy Benedict - Amy reported that we are unable to have a 
traditional Back to School Open House due to safety protocols. Mrs. 
Reichert added that it would not be safe to have that many people in and 
out of our building two days before students will be back in the 
classrooms. She said that teachers are putting together welcome videos 
and information for families that will be available on Monday, August 17th. 
She is not completely sure how supply drop off will look, but wanted 
parents to know that they do not have to send everything at once, and if 
they are having trouble finding items (like cleaning wipes) to not panic. She 
is aware that certain items are extremely difficult to find right now. A 
questions was raised about class lists and Mrs. Reichert tabled it for her 
report.  

➢ Public Relations - Tessa Prosser - Tessa thanked Mr. Fisher for updating the 
website. She encouraged us to reach out and invite people to our Facebook 
page and to remind them to answer the security questions. Anna inquired if 
she should update the bulletin board and it was decided that it could stay 
as it is for now.  

➢ Restaurant Fundraiser - Annie White/Lisa Cheely - Annie reported that she 
would still like to do two fundraisers this fall with Monical’s and Buffalo 
Wild Wings. Monical’s would be on the same day as conferences. She is 
thinking that Buffalo Wild Wings could be in September. She noted that 
they have a lot of pickup options. 

➢ Silent Auction - Mary Powers - Mary reported that there is no update yet and 
is looking forward to February.  

➢ Skateland - No committee this year 
➢ T-Shirts - Jess Robbins - Jess said that unless someone else really wanted 

to take on t-shirts that she would help since Melissa Reedy is a neighbor 
and could ask her questions. She verified that Anna would still reach out to 
sponsors.  

 



 
➢ Teacher/Staff Appreciation - Mari Anne Curry - Mari Anne asked about the 

comfort level with certain appreciation items for teachers, such as bagels 
or donuts. She is open to ideas. She said that Mrs. Bass suggested looking 
at the teacher wish lists on Amazon to see what teachers need, since Mari 
Anne wants to invest in items teachers will use. She asked Mrs. Reichert 
for ideas on how to welcome back teachers, who suggested boxed lunches 
or other food that is prepackaged. It was suggested that those without wish 
lists be given Amazon gift cards. Amy Benedict noted that there are unused 
funds from last year from Teacher Appreciation Week that could be used 
this year to go all out. Annie White suggested getting the Game Day Spirit 
Unity masks for teachers. Mrs. Recihert said that she could remind 
teachers to post their wish lists and that she would be happy to follow up 
with Mari Anne about other ideas. 

 
❖ Grade-level funds - Amy/Coartney 

➢ Grade levels can use the remainder of their 19-20 budget for anything they would 
like for this year. Kinder - ~$950, 1st - ~$1140, 2nd - $1269, 3rd - $1422, 
4th - $1500, 5th - $1201 

❖ Executive Functioning Seminar - Jess 
➢ Should we host this in fall or spring? The suggestion was made for Jess to 

send out a survey asking parents/guardians for their preference. 
➢ If it’s in the fall, would you like extra tips for online/remote learning? 
➢ Should we make it a webinar? Mrs. Reichert noted that it would have to be a 

webinar. 
❖ Quotes for insurance options - Jess  

➢ Liability only - ~$300 
➢ Additional quotes for more coverage… If the committee wants extra coverage 

it would be about $700. The committee voted for liability only. 
➢ Minimum deductible for property is $1000, so probably not worth it since we 

really only have small items and the popcorn machine.  
❖ Appreciation gift for summer custodial staff - Jess Robbins suggested we show 

our appreciation to the custodial staff for all of the extra things they are doing for 
us and will need to do this school year. The committee agreed that Amazon gift 
cards are a universal gift. There are three custodial staff members that we would 
give these to. The amount of the gift cards will be determined at a later date.  

❖ Any Other New Business? No one reported any new business 
 

Admin Reports - Reichert/Fisher  - Mrs. Reichert used this time to answer questions 
about school reopening. Prior to answering questions, she announced staff changes. 
Jess Robbins is joining 4th grade, Laura Stunkard is joining 3rd grade, Lindsey Mulvaney 
is a new hire for 3rd grade, Addi Simonds is a new hire for Title Reading, we will have a 
speech therapist from the U of I taking Peggy Waltershausen’s position since she 
recently retired, and we still have an opening for a Social Worker/Counselor. 
*It was difficult to hear and record specific questions, but all answers were recorded and are 
reported below.  

● Mrs Reichert explained that students will have a lanyard with a card for 
self-certification signatures, but that temperatures would still be checked upon 
arrival. Any students without self-certification will report to Nurse Gately in her 
office before entering the main building. All staff will also have their temperature 
checked before entering the building.  

● Lunch will look very different with the first group starting at 10:30 and the last 
about 12:10. Students will be given 20 minutes to eat. The room divider will remain 



up and only two classes can be on each side to keep the groups below 50. Instead 
of sitting 16 to a seat, only 3 will be seated at the regular tables. New tables were 
purchased that can seat 2 students on either end, so all students will remain 6 feet 
apart while they eat.  

● Extra safety measures are being taken involving lunch since this is the only time 
in which students are permitted to have their masks off inside the building. 
Anything that students bring to the lunchroom has to be disposable. If students 
bring a lunchbox with an ice pack to keep items cold, they will need to take their 
items out and leave their lunchbox in the classroom, so it would be a good idea to 
have those items packed in a disposable bag inside of the lunchbox. We will not 
be using the lunch bins this year.  

● Students can put their masks on their lanyard while they eat. 
● Only students who need to report to Mrs. Gately, or will eat breakfast at school, 

will enter through the main doors. K-2 students will enter through the primary 
doors, and 3-5 students will enter through the intermediate doors. Doors will open 
at 7:40, but classrooms won’t open until 8:00, so students who arrive before 8:00 
will sit 6 feet apart in the hallway outside of their classrooms.  

● Kindergarten teachers will be here at 7:40 to help their students since they are not 
able to greet their students out front as they traditionally do. They will give more 
information to parents at their meet & greets.  

● Mrs. Reichert explained that although we have neck gators and face shields for 
staff, Nurse Gately will keep everyone up-to-date on the everchanging guidelines, 
since new information about effectiveness is being released often. She noted that 
if anyone shows up in a face covering that will not work, they will be directed to 
Mrs. Gately for a mask that fits.  

● Our dismissal will be staggered beginning at 1:30. One class from the end of both 
wings will be released, and gradually the other classes will be released one at a 
time. Families will be grouped together at pickup. She noted that Deputy Franzen 
will be onsite in the beginning to help with congestion and traffic flow. Dismissal 
will be a work in progress based on trial and error.  

● Drop off will remain the same with students getting let out at the flagpole. There 
will be a staff member at the pole to help with fluidity of students entering the 
building.  

● Parents will initially be encouraged to drop off students at 8:00 or shortly 
thereafter if possible, in hopes that less students will have to wait in the hallways. 
It was decided that calling for kids on the radio at pick up would be too time 
consuming and inefficient. Administration will make adjustments to the process 
as needed.  

● They will treat absences for quarantine different from illness as far as what is 
expected of the student. We are using a platform called Seesaw in an effort to 
streamline communication and make it easier for transitions between home and 
school. Math books are consumable, so pages can be torn out and sent home 
when needed. Mrs. Reichert did not want to speak for the junior high and high 
school for what their provisions will be for absences.  

● Nurse Gately has the resources and guidance to address any issues of sickness. 
She will help those with allergy concerns.  

 
Terrance Stuber conveyed that he was impressed with the passion of the people in 
attendance in regards to how much they care about the students. He stated that he 
wanted to set the record straight and he does not stand with particular activist groups as 
he feels they break down families that need to be built up. He stands with anyone who 
cares about all people and that was one of the reasons he joined the Village Board of 
Trustees. He said he is always available to answer any questions, or if anyone needs 



help, he can be reached via email: terrance.stuber@tolonoil.us. He noted that his niece is 
a student at West. 
 
Lisa Cheely shared that she was happy to be a part of Unity West and gave accolades for 
all we were doing. 
 
Mrs. Reichert reminded everyone that there will be buttons at the top of the website for 
people to access the most recent updated plans. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:00pm made by Floyd Fisher, seconded by Jess Robbins. 
 
Next Meeting: September 8 @ 6:30PM 
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