
SEARCH POLICY 
NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL DISTRICT 56-7 

 
INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE: 

 
The superintendent, school principals, and other authorized school officials may properly 
conduct or authorize the search of a student or school property loaned to him or her where the 
purpose of the search is to maintain the safety and discipline of the student body, or to 
promote the continued orderly functioning of the educational process. 
 

POLICY 
 

LOCKERS AND DESKS: 
School desks and lockers are considered to be school property, loaned to the students for their 
convenience. Students should therefore have no expectation of privacy in desks, lockers, and 
personal belongings therein. School authorities may search desks, lockers, and personal 
belongings therein without prior warning at any time when searching for “contraband”. When 
used herein, “contraband” shall include, but not necessarily be limited to drugs, alcohol, 
weapons, stolen property, prohibited materials, anything in violation of school rules or state, 
local, or federal laws, or anything that may present a danger to the health, safety, or welfare of 
students or others. 
 
PERSONAL SEARCHES: 
Under ordinary circumstances, a search of a student by school authorities will be justified at its 
inception when there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the search will turn up 
evidence that the student possesses contraband. A search must reasonably relate in scope to 
the circumstances which justified the interference in the first place; that is, the excessively 
intrusive in light of the age and sex of the student, the nature of the infraction, and the 
student’s prior conduct. 
 

GUIDELINES: 
The following may be consulted as a guide to facilitate the interpretation and application of the 
above stated policy. It is not necessarily to be considered as standard operating procedure as 
each search may depend on distinct underlying facts giving rise to the need for the search. 
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REASONABLE SUSPICION 
Reasonable suspicion may be predicted on one or more of the following: 

➢ Visual observation of contraband by school officials recently in the possession of the 
student or premises to be searched; 

➢ Reliable reports or information from credible sources made known to school officials. If 
the source is anonymous, the information must show that the informant has a 
relationship to the school or student so as to give it credibility; 

➢ Suspicious or evasive behavior suggesting violation of a school policy or law, or 
concealment of contraband, weapons, drugs or alcohol, stolen property, or other 
prohibited items; 

➢ Observation of a student engaging in prohibited conduct or being in a restricted area. 
 
RESONABLE SCOPE 
In determining if a search is related to the objectives sought, school officials should consider: 

➢ The nature and severity of the violation to determine the permissible amount of 
intrusion into the student’s privacy rights; 

➢ The area to be searched so that it would be no more extensive than required to serve 
the school’s legitimate objectives; 

➢ Tim and place where the search is conducted so that it will be as close as possible to the 
time and place of the suspected violation; 

➢ The duration of the search so that it will be no longer than necessary to serve the 
school’s legitimate objectives. 

 
LOCKER OR DESK SEARCHES 
The search of an area assigned to a student should be for a specifically identified item. 
Emergency situations may necessitate a search with or without the student’s knowledge or 
consent. Whenever possible, the student should be aware of and involved in the search of such 
property. In the absence of the student, a second party should witness any search. 
 
PERSONAL SEARCHES 

➢ Personal searches of students should be conducted in private by authorized personnel 
of the same sex, and in the present of one or more school authorities of the same sex. 

➢ The school officials should first ask the student to empty bags, purses, or other 
containers in his/her possession or control, and to empty the pockets of any outerwear, 
such as jackets, coats, or sweaters worn by the student. 

➢ The school official may then examine the bag, backpack, purse, or other container to 
make sure it is empty. The student should then remove the outerwear, and the school 
official should feel the garment to make sure there is nothing more in it.  
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➢ The school official should then ask the student to empty his or her pockets and the 
official may then “pat down” the student to determine whether he or she still has any 
objects or containers in his or her person. A “pat down” is conducted by patting or 
running the searcher’s hands over the outside of clothing, feeling for any objects in or 
under the clothing. If the school official detects any object during the pat down, the 
student should remove and produce it for observation.  

➢ At any time a container is produced by emptying of bags, pockets, or as a result of a pat 
down, the school official should ask the student to open the container and allow 
inspection of its contents if the contents cannot otherwise be observed. 

➢ A strip search of an individual student by a school official of the same sex shall only be 
conducted in the event of an emergency. In any search, removal of a student’s 
underwear is generally discouraged. 

 
DRUG TESTING 
Drug testing shall only be conducted if there is a documented problem of drug use and shall be 
focused on a narrow group of students, such as athletes. 
 
INTERROGATION 
When law enforcement officials find it necessary to question students during the school day or 
period of extra curricular activities, an effort will be made to contact the student’s parent or 
guardian so that the responsible individual may be notified of the situation. 
 
NON-EMERGENT SITUATIONS 
In situations where it appears unnecessary that a student search be conducted immediately, 
the police may be contacted and a search warrant obtained, and the student’s parents may be 
consulted. 
 
ADOPTED ON: 9-19-00 
Review Date/initials: October 12, 2015/RB 
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